Go ogle 



This is a digital copy of a book Ihal was preserved for generations on libraiy shelves before il was carefully scanned by Google as part of a projecl 
to make Ihe world's books discoverable online. 

It has sm-vived long enough for the copyright (o expire and the book lo enter Ihe public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright lenn has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country lo country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to Ihe past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult lo discover. 

Maiks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a Iibrai7 and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud lo partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask Ihat you: 

+ Make noncommercial use offheffics We designed GoogJe Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
persona] « non -commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from autorrtated queiying Do not send aulomated queries of any sort to Google's syslem: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of texl is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for Ihese pur|X)ses and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain aHiibaiion The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring thai what you are doing is legal. Do not assume thai just 
because we believe a book is in Ihe public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can*t offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume thai a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Seareh 

Google*s mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search thi-ough Ihe full text of this book on Ihe web 



at http: / /books ■ google ■ com/ 



The Branner Geological Library 




•?* 



H f^ 



^■-rwrx 



The Branner Geological Library 




I£LAND-SIANFORD -JVNIOR'TOIVERSmr 



Iznr^ 






TRADITIONS OF DE-COODAH. 



AND 



G 



ANTIQUARIAN RESEARCHES: 

BXTKNSIVE RXPLOttATiON^ SURVEYS, ANII EXCAVATIONS OP THE 

WONDERFUL AND MYSTERIOUS EARTIIEN REMAINS OF 

TUB MOUND-BUILDERS IN AMERICA; 

THE 

TRADITIONS OF THE LAST PROPHET OP THE ELK NATION 

RELATIVE TO THEIR ORIGIN AND U3B; 

THE EVIDENCES OF AN ANCIENT POPULATION MORE 
NUMEROUS THAN THE PRESENT ABORIGINKS. 

By WILLIAM PIDGEOK 

DBCTUFTm W OHE HOKDRKD AMD TWEWTV VARYIfJO BKT.AnVlE ARRAHGBWWITfr- 
FOm or RARTnEH EFFIHTn^ .KNTTQUR HTCLmiR^ FTQ 



'* :■ : :•' .■. ;•- -- : 



NEW YOUK: 
rUBLISEED BY HORACE THAVKlt, 



252974) 



Entered) AccorJing to Acl of 4V)»irrj^ in llio ynoF I9t>% 

I5y WILLIAM Fjnr.RON, 

in thf Clerk's Ofitce of tho T^slrkt Conrt of ttic tCnited StiloK in nnJ for the 

SonUiom Dirtrlet or Kew Turk. 






STERIOTTPICD PT C, C. BATAGI 






INTRODUCTION. 



IF not already arrived, Ihe Itmfi in rot far diaUnl vhcn the re- 
prnir^h sa ofLen fTung Ql ihis cnimiry, ih^iL we Iibvb n<i :iTilEC{uitieB, 
will lose even [ha appearance of LruLh.aiid iha wurlJ will Icji;h wiih 
intercec and a«Ts on aomo of iho migbiieal monurnootfl of sDliqaily 
urhioh BTand ttbove ibe siirface of the earlb, as ihey are op«nod 1o 
view ilk iim wiiaiern cumitry, TLi! ^rmideur uf Eoypiiun rmna anj-' 
pyramidaL luttiln will cease to atrraci the uaJirided aUention of fhoae 
^ho look aftor records of Ibo oarlic&l limt^s. Tho ruina of Ninevoh 
and hpr neighborrng niiipa will not bp. ihft onlyTnemoHals of Lhfl men 
wba livcJ h] tlie agB uf Si^iniramis and liur iiiiinediiiLe aLicceaaors. It 
can noL bo any lon^pr duubtcd that thcro htia bocn s day wben this con- 
trneniawarrned v/'ah tnillionfl of inhabitants^ when ihoarl? andacieocet 
flourislied, when men lireiJ, nnd labored, ami migneil, nnd fmigbt, and 
wefu in turn conquerors and coiiqut!rtd,sulrjccta and kings, wbero now 
ibe deep ailenee of the foreal has ovorf omc aJl sa^h evidences of life 
and civil iiaiion. Nineveh, and Egypt, und CJreece, have left, In Dlmosl 
imperLshiible stone, the ichca of their magniflcencc. The Ameri- 
can nations have loft their record in the eoili and have wriLtcn their 
history in legible and ineffaceable charactera on the hills and valleys 
orth«ir hpnuiiful land, froin LabraiJor Hi Paiogonia. 

From looking at ihcso relics with ailcnt wonderment, and regard- 
ing thom aa entirely inexplicable, antiquarians have begun to inveeti- 
gnta more closely the plans of their formation, and gradually find 
BviJencea that inJioate [heir de«igit, and eipiain their origin. Bui 
aa in iho Egyptian hieroglyphios, a koyBlone And a Chnrnpollinn wera 
needrd to open to Lhe eyes of the world ihfl amriea of the Kamedps, 
■u il]«te IB yet needed in this country a key to the history which the 
mound-buJIJcrs have left rccorJcd in ihcir works- 

And from the very nature of ihe p'lhjtct, it does not nppeaf prob- 
able ihoii aiiy better key con be clituincd ihMi thai ^ITordud by tradt* 
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tiori' Tho succeiiBors of ihc mouTtJ-builJcra^ either more or lesa re- 
moEoty, wero Lhff North American Indiun?. Through ihem^thduLJ 
ii be paaaible la recovET aii^ irsdiuonary hiKLorv, ihrre miglil be a 
dim and unccrLaln, but eull a welcome llgbt tLirown into tlie datk- 
rcs9 of ihnl oblivion which hps hitherto envolopcd (ho men who 
tuiJi llie great wprks Qfihfl Sciow, Miomi, and MfssUsippi valleys. 

And such IrnJiliuns ilu exist. Ii ii iIib object of ihis Tolums to 
present (hem in a form ihnt may mrikc lht?m valuiblc for antiquariDii 
puiposes. The suilior h:i9 haJ opporturiiiE^fi fur fiinrninLjig Lh« 
moundH L>r Norili and Suuih Ametica pu&&e&aei] prubuhW by no uilitr 
per«on. and, as will appear in the courDe of (be volume, haa deroied 
many years lo ihc examination of them. 

In the caurMe of i^msa PKamiiiaiioni^ 1 beceme acqii3intf?d wiih ihe 
reiaarkabiti man, whotio name appears on the titl«pugu of tliia 
volume. 

In Lha spring or 1810, I rosolT-ed on making »omti c^iploraiions m 
the valley uf ih^i upp^r MLesiBSEppr.uith the desr^ o( jfraufy\ng n 
curiosity thfti I had long indulged in Lhe survey and examination of 
eerlain tumuli Jocjjted m that neighborhood. I hrul rccendy devoLed 
■ome lime and atleniion tc ibe imereBting valli^y of the Sciolo, which 
never faik lo furnJEih us visiters wjih [nniter of aiiTpriae and udmira- 
lian^ in view uf tht^ vam omount c<f labor by unkoov-n hEknda, in the 
oxeai/aiion ofdnep diiebes^ nnd in the conaLtuetion of manaiTe walU 
and herculean mounJa of earlh whose orfirtn Ja hitherio Jnexplirable. 
Many of those grand and wonderful woiks, however* had beeti prc- 
Tiouely interrupted, and some almoat enllrdy obliterated in the prug- 
rohs of agTLciLhuTf-, and lite building up of lowns and villD^ffi ihut 
are cortinuaily rising v\jth magic apeed nu lhe ruina of an unknown 
and ei^tinct race. I, ihcrcforo, resolved to aeek the evidence of ihcir 
origin on the broad aprend plam« of lhe norihweatern prninefi, and 
in the dense* darlc shade of thn ft^rest, where the track of lhe plough 
had not been seen, urd the sound of tho axe had not yet intruded, 

Thud prompted tj^ldy by a love iur Lhe inveatigation, Wiihout any 
deaign of puMiahingto th^ world a volume on the aubjecl, 1 proceeded 
to Si. Leuiii* GulenuH uu J Pruiris du Chien, the latter plaee being then 
• frontier mihlary posi within nine miles of the lino drawn between 
eivUization and barburiBm, Hera I commenced my far-woHiGrn ro- 
■earchea by estrnvaiion end survey. \ scion disertverpd that ihe In- 
diana were diaplenned with my interruption of tho graves of their 
depvtcd friends, many of whotii they hftd here, in imilalion of iheir 
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vhao tiei^hbora, depDaiiod in mounda, Sctt>o or Ihom tcnderod 
Uieir Befvicos U> guido mo in works eqimlly inlprcaling tn mu, and 
|p»» iiitored lo iheni. I ancejited llieir ufii-rH on several otcnsJfMJB, 
and dUcovereJ thai L gitre no oflcnco lo any, in the excar-ntiifn of 
such BB ihay pninloii uut ta me. After becoming sonaevhol farniliar 
with some o| Eh^m, I reanlved to pro<^«ed up ihe river Having pro- 
Tided myself wiih a amnll aall-boat and outGt fur a. lour ihmugU tUcij 
territory, I id sail for ihe interior. 

On my arrival at Csppili Blulf, I formod an acc^UHlmanco nilh a 
younv chief of the DB-co-tA fiinily. who manifested aome iniBrest 
in my rniaainn, And furniahed mo with an inlcTproter, and we pro- 
ceeded on our way. On our arrival at Priirio la CroaSi I loarned 
that uk agod Indian acquainted with (he hisitiry ttt the mnunda, 
whose name was De-coo-Jah, a man of unJoubiti.] veraciiy, rerered 
and respected by thoso that know him, had amVt-d al the lodge of 
Wah-con De-co-ra, and would tarry som« days to paritcipalo in the 
enjoymetii aC an aimual festival. 1 resolved to seeV an interview, 
and learning that the fea^t ^taa to bs held in the vicinity of Prairie 
la Crosa, concluded to wait hia arrival. I commenced iho survoy 
of soma mounds in the reighborhood. Do-coo-dah being informed 
ihu ihero was a white man making pictures of Lhe mounds, tm- 
medifliely vlsiled mo, accompanied by Wah-con Dc-co-ra, whow 
curiosity became somewhiki enliaEed at Geoing me survey^ and de- 
lineate on paper, the mounds in their relative lni?a] position. From 
toy notea, wiihout the preeence of the objccla, 1 endeavored to con- 
vey to him an idea of the power of fi^ree id ^ivjn^ dialancc, a»Ui- 
tuda, and poeiiioo^ but he did not ncem to eomprehend my meaejn^. 
De'COf>-tlah sileiidy liaLened with deep and thun^htfu) imprest, anJ 
kooa realized their use and power. AddresDing himself lo De'CO' 
rOi he remarked ibal thoae i^gnree were signfl that conveyed ideaa 
in iheir various forma or fihapes, d^ignaiing dilTerence in diatanea 
through their change in formation, and that their dilferent ai^nifirn' 
lioca uould only bo known by vocal instruction. Ho ihcn gathered 
ten pebblea and laid them in a pile on the grcond, and doaired ma 
lo ^vfi the figure denoitng 1. T did so. He laid one doivn. and 
called for the figure 2, and cunUiiued hja line until ho had laid aJI 
in a rovr, diatant a few incho* friim each other. Ho ihcTi counted 
them, and beginning at thg first, ha pointed at the Bgijre 1, and so 
continued lu couai, deaignarje^ ttie figure that represented each 
number up to 10. Ha ikaa conveyed the idea of tho use of fi^rea 
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lo De-eo-ra. ihail had fnjlcd lo convey hy ihe usa of Imguago, 
Tbus 1 JJMniwFret} Uiat he wuh a ninn of no nrtlrnniy lal^iii and in* 
telligence amung [iiiljans^ hilU I dclermiiieJ. ifposfiibln, to eecure hii 
frLendtihip, and in tukcn cjfminc, preae riled tlicjn aume iriniictfl. Thoj 
tece'wcd Ihem tvith an air of dignjEy, snd De-co-n, nn tbctr de- 
parture, gave me an inviintiuii lo visit hUn tlie nexi Aay. qh^ par* 
take of ludicn hospilidiiy. I did bo, and wna cordially feceivDi3« 
and bounUrully fud. The cctnvGrsnttnn soon turnr^d La Lho tojbjact 
of ilie raoundq, and De-ccio-^jah demrtd to know my object in 
making pk'LurcQ of worka ibal vrcro almost everywhere to be seen^ 
adding llial whllo men cured lilllc for Lbomi and were in ihe habit 
ofdesUojihg ibem, wherfl^'er ihey come in contoct wub their con- 
Tttiiiffjirfi, cr militaied wiib their imaginary intereMCs, or incited their 
Gurioajly. 

1 replied, that it waa in conBcquenco of that fact that I gave my 
time and auoniion to the inveHii^iiian of their form and arrangement. 
That coming generations miglii know tbai thia great country had once 
been fall ofpcoplt; whom their faihcra knew liitio or nuihmg about. 
" Bur why." said h«, '' does not the white man leave Lbo record 
on the earth wh(*ra it belongs'" — ** Mo»[ of whjte m en t" said I, 
" care but Ituk about iLiiiga that are not directly connected wilt 
their roat or imaginary p«euiiiary intereut; but there are some wbtie 
m?n that delight in promoiing the welfRTe of olberB." 

ITe tlieii^ with i Bcrutinizing bit, fiied his eyes sieadrahlly upon 
mc, and looked mc fall in the face for & minittfl, turned (□ De-co-rikt 
and exclaimed, "A g'jod man^fl good white man T Again fixing 
on me his eyes ibai now beamed with brnevolcnce, ha added, '' The 
red mau*a frjcnd/* and extended liia hand. 1 received it with a 
cordial ^a^p; he drew from his belt tHe big pipe of fricndahip, of 
antique airucture, formed with a double tuba for the admission of two 
Htemn, and asked for lobar^cci, 1 bunded Ijihi a small plug, whieb he 
took, and after mixing it wiLb bark, and rubbing ihem well togelher* 
filled the big pipe, introduced two atema, oich about two feet long, 
sal down in front of me nn a mm, and nsked ma lo amote wllh him. 
De-co-ri lit the pipti, and we buod filled the wlgwiLm with tha 
fames of friendship. 

This being my firal formal Indian introdtjction^lhe eieretse onny 
part was rather iiwkwardly performed, and gave rise to no tiiile mer- 
riment niiiong the females of the De-co-ra family, which was prompt* 
ly rebuked by De-coo-dah. Tbia was & uew featuro lo m« in tho 
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manners and costoma of IniJiana. I had never b«n>ro henrd a ro- 
buke In minh imrl^r nny circ^umatance, and it very much iiicr«u«d 
my adiniraltDn fur Dt-'-cOLf-dah* 

Ab soon 09 ito cercmonj' of emoking was diaponacJ Willi, the coi^- 
veraalioTi lurned lo the mounds, and De-coo-dah spoke of many 
aJnguliiE-ly'rttruitd i^orka, soine of wbich I hud iirf-vioiHly vii^ited, 
surveyed, and rcinincd ihc drnwingH, Of such, I preapnicd tho 
dranghia for hifi inapecUon>and wns delighted with hia immcdiato roC' 
ogniiion of thorn from posiiion and relative arrangemf^ni. In ncveral 
of ihti draughts, however, ha noted omiAaiona of works lliut he rt^pro- 
aentod as aianding iik connectjon with those presented in the drav- 

I then informed him that T deai^ed surveying a\\ the mounds on 
ind in the viciniiy of Prairie la Croaa, aud ihueo of Wa-bo-shaw 
Prairie. He very kindly tendered his «ervicoa to aid mo in th« 
vcrk, and wna rf raUf^h service to me, not only in directing mj 
attention to works |jartLu|ly ob)iC«raied, but ahu in pointing out 
others along the aocond Eerrace of Black river. TLe leading topic* 
of convoraation in the progresA of our survey at PftLirie la Croaa ajid 
Wa-ba-shaw Prairie, turned on the genealogy of tho Indian tribcfl. 
1 was much interested tn l^e dclnil of iho life and adventurea of Do- 
coo-dah as rebled by himsalf ; but the gentialogical doacenl that b« 
claimed for himself, he reserved for future dctaiL 

The intimacy which eubaoqaently B:(]ALed heiween ub> lias lefl ad 
impreasLon on oiy mind never to be elFuicd, and I am glad of an op- 
portunity lo mako aa impcriflhah]o,iiH paper and type can make, tfae 
■lorip? which the old mnn hid treasured ns sacred. He would be 
glad lumncLf lo know that they were recorded oa ihey are in thte 
vuluoo. 
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TIIE author in preBonting tbls book to the jiubiic clainiH 
for it fiL Icost the merit of noTcltjand originality^ There 
are bat few of tie kingdomo or couDtncs of the old wodd tUat 
liavo not celebrated, m poetry or aober LiBt^ry, the mighty 
relics cf their ancient enipires. Tlib is ivue of Greece, Rome, 
Buhyloiij Egyptj IliuduataEi, Tsirl-ury. Africa, CLinHj Persia, 
Karope, and even of many of tlie smaller islands of the oci-aEL 
Bat it yet rt^niains for Ameiica to aweki^ Lor Btory from Bleep, 
to 6tnng the lyre and nerve tLc pen, to tell tlie tale of ber an- 
tiquitiea, os seen in the relics of nations, coeval, perhaps, witli 
the oldest works of man. 

This euriona subject, altbongli it 1b obflcnred Ijeneath tbe 
gloom of ages, of which hnt little record remains, has nover- 
theleefi that record written in Llie dit^t, ia the form of mighty 
moLJoda, aboriginal fortificatiofis, and cojnplicated tumuli, to- 
gether nitli fitrangc paintings, ancient ahcIetoaSi, earthen cfii- 
gicfl, und antique Bculptiirc, that wo imagine aro worthy of 
rank among the moet wondtirfiil autiqnities of the world- 

And the euhjcct ia curious, not only oa account of their 
number, magnitude, and complicaUoi of arrangement; but 
alBU on account of their obscurity of origin. 
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Place the monuments, and eectet repoaitories of ibe dead, 
togctljor vf]th tlio innumcinblo gronpB of complicated ttiniuli, 
and inonatroaa embankmcnta^ resembling JurtificalionB, ibab 
abciiind in An^erica, in any part ftf tljo Old World, and Ijow 
would tlie virtiioei examine tUGm^ and tbe antiquarian fill 
vuljrnea wilh theii' proliubli^ limtoiii^ti! Tbeir fiime uoiikl be 
convej'ed thi'ongb learned tiodits, and made impenaliabU ia 
coBtlj volumcB, wbile the lnqtiiij ^roiild never ccaao uiitiL 
complelefj anewcred as to tvIio were tlteir biilldeis, wliat 
tbeir ago, whcnco tbcJr origin, and wbitlier Ihoy liave gone. 
Every gleam of rational liglit would be welcomed with avid- 
ity, and resciircb m'oiiIO in time be amply rewaHed. 

It would eeem llmt no leas oiiglit lo lie cxpet^ted ut t1iis day 
in Aiueiica- Wblle tbe traveller growa weary in Aflia witU 
tracing llie tiiao-worn trail of Ibe centmica^ or bi'eaks tba 
banl lavn tliat enctiiata tbe evidencee of volcanic ruin, or sil^ta 
tbe dust in tbo desecrated catacombs of Egypt ; or while tbe 
lingni^t revicwa tlio bisiory of primeval iilojatmo on ibe 
bri'kcn lablcta recovered from long entombment in Ibo vaults 
of time, why EhoulU leaa interest be manifested in the equally 
ancient i-elica uf ihiB broad coinitry, wbidi lie Hcatteied in 
every BtntSj and whoso history ia legibly written on the biu- 
face of |jer soil, from tbe Alleghany to the Pacific, in mighty 
mounds, strange cfSgiea, nnd llercnican embanhrncnta 7 

Foreign ti'avdlure have not nnfreqijcnliy complained that 
America presents nothing like ruins sncb as ai^ seen in oLber 
qnaitej-s of the globe: no dilapidated walUj moBH-coveJ'ed 
lurrets, oi' crumbling abbeys- 

But what are moss-clad tntrets, or crumbling abbeys, that 
bear on their bosoms Ihc impress ivfera and natiimaliry, com- 
pared wilh our everlasting ailificiat hilla, that hiive o^itlived 
bifitoiy, tradition^ and era — tbo worlcmanship of bands un- 
known, the alplia of primeval monmnerifal effi*i"t — wdioeo 
origin in tbo absence of historical fact, mnsC npcep^inrily rest in 
conjeclnre, Iraditianal history^ and cli-cnmstantlal lestimonyl 

ThutlliosB mounds or nmnumenU intei->;persed over por- 
tions of every continent of the gh-be, are iJie niiilv tif hninnn 
LandSf \re picsumc can no longer remain a matter of dijubt 
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in any cnligliLened or Hell-informed corninunity. Kven & 
enpei'ticinl tixami nation of tTieii' K»rin and relative ftrmnfre- 
itioht, cfin nut fUil to impi'esa liie mind of Ehe observer with 
full coTJvictiun of Q design in Ihoii' coriEtnicliya i ftiid, in 
taking an exteneivQ view of tlie vtii'ioiia groups, compariaon 
will ]irove un ^jqti^illy iiiariiri?et pliiinliry of dijsign. 

The iii^t and most iinportunt query Llnit presents ilaelTto l1i8 
mind of hlie inqnirer of tlie pL-eaent day, »eeni3 to be, at vrhul 
era, ftnj l*y wlioin were tlie monnda originally "constmcled ? 
In arj&wci- to tbia query, aidod by the ejiered lii6tcnan» we re- 
mar-k, that during the lifetime of Cjtiti and Abel, in the daya 
of AdaiTi, eaenSce wiia ofl'oi-ed nnto tJie Lord; atid the offer- 
ing of sacrifice pposupposes n place of offering, or an alraf on 
wLirh BiK^rifiL'ti may he offered. It nmy scarcely he pve- 
Biimed thfit nieelmnicjil knoulud^^c, at go tarly un era In time, 
conid liave extended beyond the con^lrnction of the cfirtlieu 
mound. And, agtiin w(» read, that as aoori aa tie wntera of 
tl*o flood were aBsnnjj;ed, Noiih buUt an altar, npon which to 
oflVr £acritice nnto the Lord, And tliis b^iug the firet; woik 
of Kuflli in his advent from Liie nik, fairly implied the cnBtom 
to h^ (if antef^iltix^Iaii origin, brought with Tdin from beyond 
the flood, and nut oiilyfluaUioa the iJea of the cxti-eme an- 
tiqnity ot the earl)ien mounds, bttt moat rationally nccoiirila for 
llieir appciufliico HirousH'mt poi-tiona of every qnailer of tlio 
globe; if we admit that, from the fimily of Kofth, the wholo 
earth was ropeopled, na recoi-ded by iloses, wlio declared 
tbat, ui the days of PeTpp, Nortb divided the earth lietween 
bid ihi'ee sdrs^ Shem, llam^ and Jn|^het. Tn i1ie e?iamina' 
llim of ihia ^eograpbicnl division, ire flnil thikt all AlVien wiu 
Bet apait lu Ilam, the Icnipcrnte zones tuSlieni^ arid tlie frigid 
Eunca tu Japhel ; nnd u\ all those Hine-i wq find, in great var 
riety of funn and arrangement, (lie eflrthon monnda. 

We read again, that aa recently a^ in tho daj'a of Lot and 
Abraham, in their migmrions, at each plice of s(iji>umingj 
where any circninatance of bn|Hirtance occurred, ihere the/ 
built ati aitjtr. Atid ihat altare of earth, by divino niiihority,. 
■were built in tlinae daya, we Icam fratn the SUth chnpter oE 
Exodus, Sitb t4j tho 2Qili vei-30 inclualre; — 
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'■ An altar of earth slmlt thon make onto me; and shflll 
sacrifice thereon tliy bvimt- offering, and tliy peflcc-offenn^, 
th/ ehcep flTid thine oxen, In all jjlaccs whoro J record my 
uame, I will coTne unto thee, nvtd I will bkaa tlieo." 

HyrG we porceii'o that the allar of earth was rot only rec* 
ogmaed aa a ho1j place, but vaa also need tw an abiding 
recon3. Tint even fn those ilaja vve imHgfne f!mt llie rcTprc'Ti- 
tiftl respect origmallj cheriahcd fur the mound liad ceafted to ' 
bo general, and their desecration had become common; for 
in the iJ3d chapter of Nnmbera, and 63d rerse, wo ri>ad 
that th<> doGcendantaof Ham, tlic cureod cf Xoah,in the dtiy% 
of Moaea, were idoUlcrs, that bnllt higli places, and worship- 
j>ed piciiires; ihit tlie TsraelUes v&ra cnmmnndpd to plnclc 
down and destroy. Now it is in Ihuee davs that we find evi- 
dences of the deposite of etatnary in the motinda repreaentJiig 
the gods of India, and idols of almost every land ; for it ia 
moat evident that in the espanfiion of tl»o Israelilca^ the idola- 
ters who liave ever been attached to, and more tennciona of 
Ihoir ceremonial riJcs thnn OtiriHtiane, were reduced to tl»a 
raccBsfty of entomling or hiding their goda in ilie eacred 
monndfl, fhjit they might there fieerelly worahip them. 

The spirit, of Chrietiitnitv and the love of idolatry, even at 
that early ei» of hlsloiy, during tbe perBoun! intercomse of 
God wilh tnan» and from tbat time to the present day, bavo 
never ceased to wage nn tinccfising war; and, in the dawn 
of theology, ahe seems to have cnlietcd in her train nil tha 
trapping* of idolatry — aneh aa images and pictiircB. Tha 
B13TI, r.ha moon, and the Btars, have all been objects of adora- 
tlon from the earliest ages t?f the world. In [he 17th clmp- 
ter of Deuteronomy, we find Moses imposing the penalty of 
deoth 0(1 those that woj-shippad the son, tbo moon, or any of 
"the beftvenly bodies. 

From the earliest era in time linown Co history, sacred or 
profane^ there would eeem to be somcrhing liWan innate pre- 
dispoeftion in man to indulge in eynibolicat worship ; and tha 
Bjmbols of every aga savor much of the refined taste or 
BBVflge paeeions of tliupe that employ them. Tlje brazen ser- 
pent, tbe golden calf, the lieathen statuary, and the pamter'a 
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pencil, have, e-ieli in llieir tnm^ (md tlioir admirers an^ de- 
votees; Btid, ttUliongli tlie Buliject cf American antiquities 
IB everjwlierc ei]vc]^>ped in mjattry, we indulgo the hope 
Ibat future irvcstigalion will yet bring to Jigbt much mattar, 
that %vi]l rot only be iuteroc^ng to the preeent a^e, but vi-' 
tflUv importflnt In coming gonoraliona. For if it \& pleaatng 
as woU as uaefjl to know the liiatory of one's coantry, to feet 
a rhing interest, as its beginziingH are unMded^ ita Bufferings, 
its wars, ita struggles, and its vjcti^ries, delinefilcd, why notalao, 
when the Etory of its antiqmtjcs, tliough of a gi-aver and more 
majeaCic natm-ef is nttcmptcd to bo imfoEded or rehearsed i 

Tj'aifs of ancient nations in the Old "World are everywhere 
Goen in the friigments of dilapidated cities, pyramids of stooe, 
vnd walls of inimense length ; "bnt Lefc, in Ilforlh America, ia 
fonnd die vrreok of empiree, whose endirg, it would eeernj is 
older than the beginning of pyramids, and whose history may 
only be read in ths imperishable rclloa of tumnli, and eucb 
groat records. 

We may be permitted, however, to preeame that a literal 
or bigi-oglyphieal record was once naed by the Greeks and 
Romans, more deiintte than any known to iis, that was hnned 
in the flames kirdled hy the Goths and "Vandals, who over- 
ran tbe Roman empire, dcBlroying their accounts of diecov- 
eriea, and hieloiy of antiqnities, and casting t>ver tlio regions 
they finbiiueil, the pliKjra cf bflrbarone ignoj-ancc, congenial 
villi the shades of the forost, whence they onglnatcd. 

This preanmption is predicated on the faeJ, that mHnlcind 
bave^ frum the earliest eras known in hietcjiy, continued to 
keep a record of events, cither literally, hieroglyphically, or 
through tradition, in every age of the woild ; and wo advert to 
Greece and Rome, not only bcca;;sG they were the most en- 
lightened nations of their nge, bnt becauae a national amalga- 
mation, caJcnlnted to concentrate the knowledge and science 
of bolh nations, actually existed. Alexander the Great waa 
a Grecian, and flourished about three hnndred years beforo 
Chriat* Tbe origin of his nation ia «aid to bare been Jopetoa, 
vlio doaeended from Jnphe^ the thiixl son of Noah. Now 
let it be observed that tlie Macedonian kingdom, of which 
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Alexander wfie not on^j tlo laat, but tlic grenteet moparcb,' 
comnionccd &Lout ciglit Ijundrcd and fLiuHe^n jenra befora 
CUmt, wLich wfla eixly-one jeare curlier timn liie lEotnnna; 
ccnBeqnenil/ tlie nnnal^ cf tliU nutlon nniat nece^tiHly have 
mn back lo iLe flood^ nitd may have readied 1>eji>nd ; but 
revoUjtJ^E] after revolulioti line Itft llie wurld to diacovEr over 
Bg&JQ many arts And sciences faiuilijvrlj' known to tliem ; find 
vfi arc among tliodo tliat believe, Uint North and Si>nt]i Amer- 
ica wero not only known to liio Koinans and GrctionB, but 
were formerly taken pceaesBion of, and colonized by lliem. 
IToT is t)iis opinioTi fuund^d in inere conjectnr&; on tha con- 
trnry, it iumiHtaincd by uit antiqimriiLn record cf llleral im- 
port, diHCOvered liy a farmer of Monle Video, In Brazil, h\ 
1&S7. In ono cf Mb ^M& be discovered a fbt etone, upon 
irikicb, to Lim, strange and itnkno^vn cbai'acrcre, were en- 
graven ; and bcnentb tbie Btone lie discovered a vanlt formed 
by niaaonry, in wiiich wera deposited two ancient awords^ a 
lieliret^ and eliiold. Tliis planter caused ibe flat Btone and 
depoeire robe removed to Monte Video, wbei-o, in apite of 
tlie i-Hvages of more tban two thousand years, Gi<eclc words 
were easily made out, wbiclij bein^ translated, were as fid- 
Iowa: — 

** During the Dominion of Alexander^ the son of I*/iilij>t 
Miiuf of Mttccdon^ in the sixty-third 
Olympiad^ PtoUmai&a*'' 
On account of tbe ravages of time it was impoafiible to de- 
cipber Ibe reel; but on Ibo liandic of one of tlie sworJs was 
tlie jKii'trait of a mnti, Kiip[xi8ed to represent Alexander bim- 
feelf On tbe belinet tbei-e waa eciilfUtired work, execnted 
witU Ibe most exqiiiaitc ekill, reprcacntbip Acbilles drflg*i;ing 
tbe corpse of IJtctor aionnd llie wnlla of Troy, From tbis 
diBCevery, it is evident tbat tito eoil of Bmzil was fk^rmerly 
troktin \iy Plolemaiiip, more Iban a tbi>npand years before tbo 
discovery by Culninbiia. But in North AmeHca, .wiib \vliich 
WB are mure familiar, we conceive ibe evidence of a Rotnaa 
ami Grecian |MipnlHii..n to be eqnally coTiebiBive, On Uia 
brink of llie river DvR|>eri"Ji, in MjhR*iLiri, was f^*nr:d by an In- 
dlau and preficutud tu Guvfsraor Obnk, a genuine Koinaa 
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com, A Persinn coin was also found on llie Imulf of tlia 
Ohio river. We nre not, hnwever, of llie opinion that lite Ro* 
mutia or Greci-iTis inliabifi^t], uillitr sih^ly or jViiiily, at anj 
em, litis crtii:-o continent; bnt lliut Asin, AfiicEl^anU Eiifope, 
liitve cAch coiiMbiited to swdl Uie ]in|>ul»tion tif llio ux-eturu 
cc<niifii'fit ut (|ifftOf!?il orns, Si>ino nf uor reiisrmB fur enler- 
taining Uijb iJtji, nrise ont of the gicflt BitMiliinly exJhtimr be- 
tneeti il»« tiinni]<)nH ruins of iUoae Bcveinl conlinente. Miiny 
cricliieuivfl, Bintilar to tlio Itoinnn cJiTDpa dr«cri1jtid hy Jo- 
Be|tlini^^ uxtiy 3'i:t Lc efM^ii in llic vntlcy oftljo UifiaiBsijtpL lid 
rejjr<?acftla tliose <:nir|>e as hi'wg funr eqiinro hy tnensnre, 
mlMrnud ^I'tffi towels iit eqiml tliritnnceti^ \y\l]\ ^^ntcfi or jjlucea 
cf «n[i'Arici- on every aide. Al MLnit^ilji, In Olijo^ mny yet be 
seen the I'CTmtina of one of tliose cam|vi^ ^i-iili its oluvatod 
Bqnur«a nt eitcli corner^ more than one IriinilreiL ri^4>t ^qnnre, 
nntl nine liret liigLi; nnd viirlona oIIk^i' i:nrih-^vojlit, similar 
in coimlTnt^tiitn, inny 1>o ecc^ri north lo Iho lukep. ;ind \VQ%i Eo 
tbo Mii^E«3si|f])i, WL-et of \rli[<;li, we donhl wKeihcr Ifm Ro- 
rn"i^ t^vtp fii^hl empire, Tho ennio hittorirtn nleo tells us Ilmt 
tfie Dane^ nnd Snxons rcnred lliefr tnltilnry v:oi^ In cii'cnTar 
f*rm, ThU fiifrt ndmitted, wo have nt vnrW^ pfuTira along 
the Ohio uTiil Striiito rivora, llie vvoiliBcif buih — Bo^neliTne* 
woUfed, nnii 6wnTii;timcs In iminh. Nulwillistnndiiirt: ilie cin 
ciihiv timl sJiniii-e eiiclnsnrcs cliiirflj' aljoiind, tbere are, never- 
tlielcaa, iTinny liu'f-c tndne^n'ea tliftt ftro neither r*innd nor 
sqnATO. Tills fuct would Eocm to be indicfttive of a Btill 
fiirtlier ^li^tineli'tn in nntinnnlih*, ench as ie recntrniaett in thQ 
Cfttlli'Work <*f cenlml AlVien — enclosing villji^eg mul eillea. 

TliAt tlir«e RtrneMu-ea linve not ongiiiHleil witb tlio |»reBenl 
Inrliiin Irilie^, or iht^ir ]\ncefi1oi-&, is nbun<l!int1j evriK-nr. in the 
fiuTt. ilijil tlioy never have iwcd them, oiiher *ii enclusnres or 
placeft nf defence, nor Are tlicy reco^niaed m finch in tJieir 
traditions, ^►in|"nsed ne tiioy nro of ruifennla iiiif>cri»li]il]1e 
AS tlio baeo npon wlneli tliuy rest, Ihey cohtini>iitljt' present ta 
vitv, in f rm, magnitode, and firn>ctnvt>, so eini^ntHr an ap- 
pearanpe, Ibnl rht^y c-onhl n(»t pf^Sfiibly ftiil m jLttriet ftrtiniion, 
and clieit inquiry from the ino^l llioii^UtlegH i>f hinnun t^eings. 
And OB it is \i'ell known to all fumllijir wilh the North 
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Amenean Tndiun cliftrncter, that, tlicro urc none n tho family 
cf mail tliat rtilain a nn>i-e tiicicd Tcvorcnco I'vr oiicicnt 
natioiialify, it is nUerly imposaiblo tbat Ibey ever conld, iinijer 
such ciifnimelnnecBT have 1(L«» sight of rJidr use and w'\\^\ti. 

Tlie (^Irtulnr \*<frk8 ot" llie Ditiira Jirid Saxcma so rr<?']ne!illy 
found in Enghind in cotinAlion wilh llic Pentagoti or Domn- 
nng of Denmark, eti-etcliing in a continuona line from Browns- 
ville, in Pennsylvania, ihiwieh Wisconsin, Canncln, Groon- 
Inti^, flnd Icplantl, to Swttlen direct, we conceive tc le etrj>ng 
«vid@uco of IfiO inif^nttion of Ibe Danes. Belgiuns, or Sflxons, 
at some imtnown i?rR in time. 

Tliisro are otlier corniburating ciicmiwtanreB tliat gn lo 
prove the correctness of tliia jiresimipticn : Si^t. we Jind tio 
corresponding earthworks eoutb of Pcnneylvflnio; anil, eec- 
ondly, we obfierve a mucb greotor variety in tbo pbysical 
formation of the aboriginee of Ibe norlh, tban ia Eoen m the 
eame rsce in tlie ^onth. 

Tliie wc conetivo to be indicntivo of international anialga^j 
matioii between distinct races* and one quality of lliat (listinc* 
lion carriea wilh it tbe general ootlinea of the Angln-t^rtson 
family, wUilo Ibc ebmnctenslio form end feature of iIil- Aeiatic 
Tartrtr is univei'SJilly jireaerred in all Ibe tribes of iho fiouibn 

Slionid wo lie BiKbtonlj Iranepurted into tbe desert of LibjUy 
in AfrieRT and "^liunlil w^- (liert bebold in tbedensii forest n inns- 
eive temple, with trace of no Liinian existence wtllibi a thousand 
jnilas of its location, witli tuwering spit'es bearing a cms?, Bur- 
ronnded by iinie ; or, abonld it even be f^and among savage 
nations, tbnt were utterly ignorafit of its primitive depi^n, 
what would be onr conclusion a« to its origin and nee ? Would 
we not recognise in such a i*trHctiIro, the cntcifision of Clinst, 
ftTkd attribute its origin to the liatida of LIn followers and wor- 
ahippei's? we ceitainl/ ahouldi And why 3 becBiiHe tbe 
croes is tbe symbolicnl rep re aen Nation of tbatciticifixion. Yea; 
^vitli one accord, without a diflscnting voice, we wonhl at- 
UJbnte tbe oritfin cf this temple to the Cbrielian cbiireb, 
Then when we find na the slioru of tbe Monongnbela, or tbe 
highland (if Hie Kicbp.pr>o^ tlie idcTilical Dooni-rinp of Den- 
ujArk^ wh^~ ebould we be»it»t4a 1^ aeeribe ite origin to tbo an** 
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cTmitDarGl Ifllio Dane, tlie Tt'>man, and Hjo Peremn, may 
in tlie early tlmce, Itave nmdo tlioir way lo Aincnca, ie it not 
rational tocoi^clude tLat otLicr nations mayiiara doae tbd 
Eame? 

Aiiaient EgJl^t, first in science and famona m art, liaa aTfio 
left her impress bere. In 1775, soma of lie first flfllOem m 
Kenfiicky, whose cuilnsity was iixclretl Sy something rernark- 
*ble in the aii'ang^oment ofeCcinee tlmt filled ihe entrance to a 
cftve, removed lliein, and, nn entoring, ttifcovered n number 
of nil 111 nil C3, pTc;^cr'ved by thd art of embiiliiling in an ^reat a 
etalo of j>erftiction aa ^fls known by tba ancient Egy|ftiaQa, 
eighteen ImnHced years before Christy which was abont tlia 
time that Uio fsmditwa yvet-a in bcmdage in Egypt Tl-is cna- 
tom, it wmilJ aeeni, is pui-ely E^yjitiari, and was pra;:ti&ed In 
tliQ caHieat ngo oftlicii- national uxisteoce, 

A cuetotn so peculiarly fharack^rietic of that people being 
fonnd here in a ctato <.»f porfecti^n, not exceeded by the 
mothei'-eoiintry, mcst evidenlly leads t^ the conclusion, t)iat a 
colony from Egyjit, or^iome iiatinii of Africaj ac^^nairled wilh.. 
the art, at some er:L Lidinblled that mgion of <jQnnl;i"y. 

For a trait oCnniional practice ao strong and palpable as la 
thifl pecrliar art, ehouM lead the mind williuat bcaitalion to 
the bebef, fhnl wherever it was prnctised, ita authors or their 
ptipils existed. And if llio E^ypfisii^ may indeed be reek- 
c!Ti*d nniong the fiixt nnllon^, jis hislory plainly indicntea, if 
from iheiH wiis denved the ait of navigation, and the tnow!- 
ed^ of astmimmy to a great dt'gree, and IIjg ii n parul I eled in-, 
Vtsnti'iH of ]ettei"s. with many orhor arts useful, and almost 
neeespary to tlie very esiatcne© of societj', it certjiiidy requires 
no great Elret<ib of im.if*irifl(ioii to believe the aulhore of tho 
aTiIi<^naled workp of KeutiK-ln" to hare heon, hideod, the work 
of a colony from Kgypt. 

Bat the aiitiipmrijir rt-ejrird of thoge regioaa lips not left na 
imlirBly depeadent tin this art. The sculptor's cbifiel, atjd the 
painter's pencil, have also contributed their part lo record Hie 
hislory &f Airn-'ncan anllqnity. 

In a cfttc or cavern on Ujg noHhcm ehoro of Iho Ohio' 
rii^r, about twenty niilea beluw tho junction of the TVabaflli, 
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the interior wjille nre B^^oc^ll^, find covered wllli paintings kni 
Bctilf^tiire, grou[)cd in scctiuiia And clu&tci-Bf Ibnt htixr the evi- 
dent impi'esa of primitive deBign. On llie I'ocka of Pi^^litoni 
ID Miieeutliiieette, liear llie sea, have been discovei^ed ri»CBiJi- 
ciftn leHei'Si legiblj engrftved ; d strong evidence of llie pros- 
encQ uf FliCBniuiiAii9f ur their deBceridiinTA, on xWm continent, 
ftt Biiirie iinknowTi time. On Llio islnntl oF Malln, ir (lie Med- 
itej-ranenn, we leom, fiora \ftHoua liIstDnnne, llie Pbanicians 
<incc lield dominion, and were in tLo luLbitof dopoBiting Mieir 
dead in cuvca. !Kcut llio junction of f!io lllin^jifl livor with 
tlio Missi66ip|ii, we di6ci>v'ei"ed and enteced one of ilioee 
PLcGnician di^pi^sitoncit, contuining a iniiea oTdnet reBembling 
Um decompnaiiifin of animal iiialter, cijiinl {a llio remnlns of 
llitiiisjmds. And fn vnrluiia emtli-woils of the west, wo ulso 
find, in deposite, tl»Q mmi^t-aLdl— n sen Bljell-fish fiom wliich 
tiie nncienls procnreil tlio fiiimms Tyrirtn pnrpic dj'e, need in 
coloring tlie mal rolma of kings. Tliia eliell \s known to 
have been liighlj eBteemed by the Ilindna, nnd is used by 
Oieir Brnming as tlie miHicwl instnnnynt of dieir gods, 

TI1119 in llie bot^fiin uf ilio tinf-eliid nir^tind^ in llie lildden. 
C^verna of Llic cai tb« in llie rcnmina of tlie eoiK in the customB 
of nniiona bnricd in time, aided by mt nnd ecicnco, l>y llio 
fiCnlptor^s clnsol nnd painter's pencil, we nve ennblcd to ti'aee, 
limid 1I10 j;loom of barbai-iiin j-nle, the ont'ient existence of llio 
Roman, tlie Giecinn, the Pei'alfln, iLe Egyptian, tbe Pbceni- 
cian, iLe Dnne^ nnd ibe Hindnn. 

Thia eoniinent, sitniited sa it h, cmbi'A(<ing almost everj 
babitible elimnte of the globe, wilb mfcIi an immense mnonnt 
offiivtili: 6^»il, ansccpliblo r>f ao dcnne n pnpidutlon, bfts becn# 
ftnd is detincd ngnin lo become, llie great bivo of nfvtions- 
Al! Knrope ia ponring T'lth ber swarma, nnd Amoricft is 
liivin;? lliem ; tbc towurini* forcPl of Mio noj-ib bows down bo- 
fore (Ijein, wlnle tbe wide-sproAd plains of tlis piflirio in tie 
west are conllnnally leceivrr^g lliein, but Ibe red innn'e daya 
ftre innnbered. And wben we conlemplute ibis divetsirj of 
popnbilKin, differing in innnnere, cusIoinK, linbltH^ and I'O- 
Iigiixi, il no longer rcmiiina a matter of wondui' tbat bia total 
osLtiuetion should ba Ihe reGuIC 
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Little Jess timn tliree centrirics ago, Noi-tli Atrerica wafl 
CKcliieively occupied Ijy tho rejJ man cf the woods. Ttio very 
Boil on which we tread anil toil, tlivee cfinturiee ngo Bi^stained 
ita iiiillioTia of bunmn beings wJtbont the aid of axe or p1oi:gli. 
But whitiier bave lliey gone? Foity-two trilieSj fatiiilinplj 
tnown in the historj uf tliia connlJT, within one cenlurj juid 
aJialf, have become entirely extinct, nnd have ficnrcclj' left ft 
tmce of natiorial existence behind them. P]iilanthropi« 
stntQemcn mny fold then' anna, and tell iie (hey ok n^oving 
tlicin weet; but foity-two Irilea heai' monniful teeJJmuny lo 
tJie fact, tbnl we are movirg them to etemiCj', Two cenlnn'ea 
froin tliQ date i*f unr liiiTepenrleTice will leave onr most 
remote wealern frontier wil.liout af» Indian -trail. FIac centa- 
riea fronn the dnteofthe landing of ihe PilgiiiTiant Plymouth^. 
vill have eKtin^ui^hed and hnifed in oUliv-iwi the entire 
jiationality of nonumhoi'eii inillions. And if eiich be Ibu lkt« 
of Tkations that Ijave once poeeeesed this magtiiJicent eoimtryj 
if Bnch utter extinction he the u]»nif(?st destiny of the lordly 
race that imve made their hdmes aTuI their grnvea on and 
under the soil we now tread opon, certainly the AmeHcaa- 
will value researcbes which haTo been made with a view to 
perpetnato the memory of nations that hare preceded thoflo 
that are now falling into rnin. 

Tho anthor has i-pened their eepulclires and viewed the al- 
niOBt ii^credible mngsee of tlieir dtisr, bns entered their cata- 
combs, end handled their embalmed bodies, fiaa traversed 
llieir funereal t'aves entj>mljing llionsiindft nf their deadj nnd 
now offei-s to tfie ])nhlic a portion of the results of hia investb 
gfttions, "with the eameat hope that h'm labora have not bcca 
tUogethor vain, nnd that lo may at Ipa^t roap a reward in 
finding attention oronsed to tho great works of Amoncaa an- 
tiqnitj. 
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CHAPTER X. 

CONICAL trroNK CfiSIICTKRTES. 




Aborigifial Cemetery^ 

IN Frederic connty, ia the etateof YirgTtiia, in Ihe Sfmng of 
1S12, my atteutioQ waa arrested by the remains of an an- 
clunt atone-work tliaC li&d previoii^lj' been partial!/ demol' 
ifllieil hj ibe reniuvnl of about four hundred wagun-loiLdfl of 
tttone, need m the uuui^tructiua tjf a iniil-dam in tijd TJeitiity. 
(See plate II, figure 1.) Tbia work waa siti^afed on or ataJT 
tLo summit of a prominent elevation of iindtdatijig land that 
commauded nc extensive view of tlio lowland, or Becmnd tot- 
raco of the Oppeqnan creelf, wliei-e, as Tve judge from iLe 
many relics tliat liave been found Bcattered on the anrfuoe af 
tbd earth, and l:tid bare by the sbare of l\\b pluugli, ihero 
once stood a |>o|inliiufl Indian village, now represented by (lia 
infant vilhige of Wades ville, aitufttcd about nine milea northr 
eaat of Wincbcatcr- 
Thifl fitonc-work wae located abont one fi^artU of fi mile 
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.wmtliweat of the village. It occupied u base (tf aboHt seventj 
foot, Aiid previous to the firtt work of denmlitioii, towered to 
the htii^Iit of thirty fi-tt Tiie work wa^ of circular forni, 
gradii;klly contracting Aara base to Buinniiti lenniuating la a 
abarp cone, reaeiuWiiiff in general outline UiB comtnun form 
of till? trtnit'fltt'd eartlicri mound c»f tlie w*est; tbo exterior 
Btnitlure WQ3 tirm and compact, being laid wiLh caro, and 
couijhsed of etoDc of varloLia dlinensiona and imhiral tvnn^ 
bearing x\o tnark of toufs. The main bod/ or iiilcii^r poition 
of tlie Work from near tlic baec, Eeetued tci bare been formed of 
fitoac of various eizcs, of from tbur to foiiitccu incbes in diame- 
ler^ prtimieciKiuely iLrowL togothor to the summit, mingled 
vitk fractarcd boiio, apparently in Lbe last etage of decompo- 
Bition^ 

Having become a resident of the farm on wLicb it ftlood, 
we fj-e^ueiJtlj visited tbc preml^ce for the purpose of cxainiu' 
ing ita contents and primitive design, uniil nltiuiately we 
came to the cijnclusii.>n, that it was an Indian cemetery, and 
for eeveral jears our reverence fortbe dead permitted it to 
remain withoQt further desetmlioo, jind we rlsited it only u 
a pliico of ci>fitern]>ljiti ve resort. Finallj', however, in con- 
versation wiib an antifptarJan fiiend^ Doctor Johnson, be re- 
marked, that be viewed It not a^ a cemetery in common, need 
for tlie interment of the dead at tlie time cf tbeir <]cath, but 
tbonglit tbfttjt had been formed in tbo depoeile of the bonoe 
of tlic dead gathered tojiolbei' from distant and remote pomU, 
and that it had been a inoninnent of natiunal import. 

He furtltor remarked, that his grt*nlgi'aridm(*lher had been 
many ye^irs h\ captivity among Indiunsf and became ac- 
quaiiited with rmmy of their uufiofit traditions; among which 
they hiild one relftlivo to the origm and use of ti»c Btouc 
oiound, ropi-escnling it to bo of ancient national import, dedi- 
cated to the great, containing only the reTiea of great kings^ 
prophets, and chiefs of fiignal renown, that were gatiiered to- 
getlier periodically, and deposited in strain from time to 
lime nnill the monnmeTit was full, when a new cemetery waa 
commence<]. After receiving in detail the foregoing tra- 
dition, my curloBily became 60 much excited thnt reverence 
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fflltei-ed, end I recommenced llie wuiU uf dcfleci'alii">Ji. Tho 
work Uing yet about six ftset liigl), I resolved on jHsnetrnting 
the cuiitre Utile bnac; and, nt tlic coat ^jfimicb liilt^i, vtinovod 
Uie etone. Opeiili:g ft epiice of ab^ut ti^'o foot in diamutor, I 
dB3CCiided4 ocoftsionnlly liudinp soine emill or Li'olfou decaj'- 
ed boiiefl, until fijnillj I cnuie in contocl wliIi ti fl?ii nt^V tliat 
I was iinnble to remove wiiUont ndditioriHl nid ; I, Jioivever, 
BCM'H secured the npsistance t.\t eonie^eclnHdmnttP, and raised 
iLe elah, wlien wc discoverL'd a vnuU of three fi;et in ler^glb, 
lvi> la breajtli, and fauiteen incliesdcepi tliis vault con- 
tfiinecl n conBiderat>!e quantity of dii«t, ming'Icd vitli sm&U 
parLicloa oFboao that wero brittle and oasily bivtkcn. 

On examinfttion it was reiidllj' nEcertiunedf rh^U tbisVndo 
Btone vntdt wa^ first erected on tlia Eiirfuce of tlte earth, 
»nd covered with atr^ne prmiiiacauiisly tbrEiwii nronnd jind 
upon it, Tbe work reiiiiLined withoiLt furtber inoli^sratioii for 
Boveral years, until, finally, in the con stnic lion of a railroad 
from WincliCBter to Jliirpcr'a Ferry, it vraa t^:ftally deniolial»ed, 
the trnck striking iU centre, mid an o\cavatioii cif si^^-eral feet 
bein<£ required, no vc^tiga iiow remaiua to marlc Ihd spot 
where tbe tin^V cf ancient beifies lay. 

Tliir* vanlted jilHce of deposite bo ralinnally according ia 
its contents wiUi the de^ctor'fi trndi-tioii, en^ndered a de«ire 
for til e acqniBition of Indian- tiaJilion Iliiit ibirty-fivc years 
baa fulled to eiilii-Ldj eatiate, ard llio aiUbor indul^cL's t]ic hnpo 
Uiflt before the iisd-nian's inevital>lo doom <jf ttital extinction 
18 consnminated, mapiy of the rnvBleiies ihat now beebmd tllQ 
antiquarian page^ may be rutioually rnatle rlenr. 

The Btime monnda or cemeteries of North America are evi- 
dontly of Indian onrjin, and wti-e copied from llie inoro an- 
cient mound of eai-th. Abnitdant evidence of that fact ia 
Lad, uf^t only in tradition, bnt &1eo in tbe faet that they uni- 
veranHy pi-eaent tbomselves as cBineteries, wherever (bey ni-e 
found, which U nio^l evidently not llie caee wifU eailli-woika 
of ol.ber and varied forrnn. Bnt wliei^ever tliti enrlhen inonnd 
IS Bnliafaclorily reco^iised as a ccniel<.ny, it flpjvnrs irv the 
conical form, Tbc entire absence of enrib-ivoikrt in lai/^o dia- 
triota of country wbcru tbo atone monnda abound, te evidence 
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of dUtmct ongmnlir.y^ thid ia also fuitlier Biistaired in llie 
ikct, thiit lIiq bLoucj miiund Iiiie iwt yet l>eon kiiowD to cunt^m 
In ^e[Mi[la, lixiy article iticlicative of art nioro rcfiited (Imn 
tlki»Ae (roinmun uikiong eavnge nalioiiEi. Jiuv do tlicj' pre&cnt 
thii vrtriuiia modes of dt'poeilc iiidic^Ucd ir the niourd of earth. 
In tlio loUil and partial dcin<flitioii.of many etone ecmtteries, 
"WQ ha^'c only di^uovei'tid uue Mtat rotained iiidlcalioiiB of £re. 



SACniTICIAL fiTONB CEMKTCET, 

About four miles wchI of Wincln-'atcr, h\ Virfjinia, on tlio 
pretiimee recwTiily in the iX'Sseesit^n of Doctiir Gray^ may yet 
be seen ihe relica ol'ihe only Atone cemeTery tliat we bavo dis- 
coverecl l*oarin^ tfio itPipreea of fii'i*. Tfn* gruaLer portion of 
its in^itciial Ikuvjii^ btt^n ruiiiovcd. It now appears in tbe 
Hlmctnj'e of atone ft^ncca eikcli'Gliig Ehe land over i^lncli it once 
lay proiniacMuualy sh'cwii, (See plate 11, fig. 2.) 

Tliifi cemetery alilioiigli of email Jimeneiuus compared with 
mftny otiioi-s of similaL'funn, preeeiita features dielinct fix^in till 
otliei^ tliJit appear cast of the Allogany MnuntainH. Al- 
tTjttii^li niiuiliir in 9Ktet'ior funn and ari'iiTigonicLitf the Liilerinr 
central biwe bears llie tvident irnpi-e™ of iutense heat. 

Tike pninitive base diameter of tLi^ work whb about twentj- 
five fet't, and the per|>endicalar Dltitnde eleven. In reiiioving 
tUe upper portitin of this wurk, we diacovtred n(»thing singu- 
lar in ilie arrangement tri' inateiial, but finind nmny fiiigmentd 
ofdt^cayed hone tis we U^Hcentlcd, until we appiojLched the 
base. About fourteen iDchea above ibe surface of the primi- 
tive pnrih, we came in conUict wilh a fitrjitnm of hiiulII Btuiit*, 
muigkd with carih and emiil! paititlee ufclmicoal, about aix 
inchca in dcplh; on removing this stratum, we UUcororod 
tliat it rested on a fii-m, e*.ilid pavcnient of Bandatimo, 
tlint w»a rcfTularly niTaii^ed and diiEcuU to rcinove. Tbo 
body of lids work was furnied of blue limeetou©. Our in- 
creikRsd euriiislty dirEfLled the entire reinuvnl of tLe npper 
vmss* and tins being di»ne, tlnr pavenietitn presented the int&- 
rior f\yrm of a bHtin, ei<;ht feet jji diameter, and seven incliea 
in depih, curbed nionud willi dM- stone placi^d on edge, in- 
clining bligULly inwoi'd. On removing ttiia pavement, w<j dio- 
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covered tliat the ston^ bore tlie impress of Ore, ^nd as we 
aJvaTicod Ui tlje centre, iiidicnted gi-yatLeat; eome of ihem 
ci'urnljled in reiriovitig, Rnd utliers w<ire ensWy l*n>ken_ 

Sunlit 6U[i|toHt: lIuh bksiii lit bave Ut^vu wtud in Uit^ ufieriiif^ 
of aacrilice, ntlier?, tlmt it vraa de&igned tOr A turnACfl toBmelt 
mclnl, arid euuie uf our fioiili*?r Indians, with wlioiii we con- 
versed, repicoeiit it lo Ijhvo littii iietd as a fvfitival ovi^ji, in 
wllicli animala wo1'<^ i-oaeti>d wh<fle. TLiJi Utter et-ema tliQ 
mi'tit i:HL<iUjd idoa, as the ceremony of toftstlng llie festival- 
di>g wliule, is vtl iiLservail bj' tmiiifc irili^a wlm dlji; a pit and 
fill it wil.h heated nh.-k, llie anirnul beiu^ eEivubrpi^d^ nnd [liB 
jnh uuv^iml witli tnrlb 1u rotuin tlie eti;ain. Tbe do^-tcabt 
btfrig a eaci'^d fuast, the oven wonU couflcqucntlv be liyld 
ill rev'ei'ontLftE esteem, aud ma> Jtave been n&cd oa tba eacn^d 
i'opositi»rj uf tbti IiLst rtlica of a migrating nation, or ai^ a 
Bucrod eemulyi}' by l\n.-'\i- conqtiorurs. 

TfiHt tbi§ B|*iit was esteemed sacred, is f[Ullieralteflit.'d in tbe 
flppi*iiiance of six uncionh excJLvations rnrming in a due w*-*! 
\[\iv fj'OEii the cernt'tery, reeetiiblin^ Lbuse now ttcn w«'t?h of the 
mountains, traditionally rtpreaented, by Bomo of llie abori- 
gines, to hai^o bocn need In tha ccrornomal preparation of the 
feativfll dug. 

Tfiitl l.hose excavaiioiifi are of very ancient origin la attested 
in tJio [utiaence of timber of ttaveral pentnrles* growth firndy 
rooted in tbe embnnkments fi^nned in (he excavations. 

The enperdcial observer, however, may not be esteemed al- 
togethei" cbimcinertl in fancying that he l-ecognieed ininei'al 
pita, Jiio£uiucli a3 they do ruacmiblo in rdativc position, the 
exeavntlong ihnt ara found in Uie lead rupong of the Ni>rLb" 
weiiti^rn territory, arul known lo he old Indian lead-diiigiiigs; 
bnt tbe more ciJt[cal observer will readily find nmnifLMjt 
dissunllarity in fonn ; iho txcavallons termed Obi Indian- 
''^^i^'iS^ being circular, wliilu tliese arc obbnig, pjcper\ing 
the form of tbo liidiaiie' fuetival-oven. from ignorance of tjiia 
pecnliai- dietinction, ihe nnpraclised prospcotDr in iioA'ly-dia- 
corered minerid regions, froi^imntly bestowe mncb toil in vain. 
ThiiH in vi<!w r>f atl tbe circnnisiancfe, we can not bnt rec* 
ognisQ in Doctor Qray'a Indian grave, a sacrificial cemetery. 
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In Hie vicinity of tlie upper source r>rft small eti-enm cfllled 
tLe Cow-Pjisturc, in -Bulh coiniij, Yirgiiiis, on R piMminent 
elcvatii^rj^ jnurfoundtd un all fciiJe* hy precipitmis dt^:livi[it6, 
wc JiscovercU a tiieclium-jji:teil stuin^'Wi/rV, Ijuving lliiilj Teot 
bfl9e diameter, and eiglit foet in heiglit^ (tf coiiicM form, and 
whicli I'omoininp inimLtk-Blcd, |>iVJioiifO'l a mro inviliiKrui t'> 
cniititi reeejircli, (Seo jilul* 11, ti*f. 3.} It litii>fr T'lntied 
of Email Blone, we eomraenccd ilio work of i^emolitioij at tlie 
anmniil, and c^^^nlimied todfsoeiid t^ llie (Ippfli uf nl^mit tiro 
fLvt ; wfl llit^re came in (^niitiict viitij ii lliijj Hat htimi- uUo^tt 
two and n balffuet. otinnre, nnd lliree iuclieH tLick, bearing i>o 
mark tif tO'ds except L)ie nid^; iTiitline of llic ffiiii uf the deer 
6Cul[^Hircd 'kn iSic liiu'cr eniince ; nl)er cflrcfiillv removing i\\q 
$toiiQ abijve, Me ruietd tltu slub-rw-k, and readilj- perceived 
tUat It was intetirK'd oi a cu]\ or covering, to a siT^pnljiily- 
fjnned vnnlf, eiiidonily designed for ilie n?i?cptinn of a. hn- 
Tiian l^udy iu standing ^KiBtiire. It wnn alHrut six feel in daptb, 
and ill form rceembkd an inverted cluirn, ov 6ikin, being 
widest al t)je t-^'p; it wui constructed of tlal stone, rudtlj ar- 
rangciJ in circles, witlioiit Blime or morfar, and presented a 
toloi'uUI^ emix>lli ijiterivfr enrfnco. Tt contflirjcd boiiio frag- 
ments of bi^na iningleil with dn&t, witli no itli*r porcuivablo 
deposito. On furllier eiLaininntiGa we discovered cn» (hither 
ftidts of |}ie vimlt, frHgments of bone api^nn^rilly dopotUed in 
tffu fitnihimB, na repivecnted in cut 3, Tliie work seetna to 
occupy an ieivluted poeition^ tlicre Icitig no otLcr atone-worka 
of atioiL-nt origin in tho vicinity, and in tite exnminati<>n of 
innnj Btonc-wm^ka in vai-ioua portions of tlio counlrjr, wo have 
discoreied but one similar in construction. 
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CEMETRBT OF KARTH AND STOKEB* 

Tliis IS a airigulitr wnik, sihrntud in tlie iiiidat of tlie Al!e- 
gliniiy mountains, about t^^^ehc iiiiEea a^^nth of tlie ^nlionol 
rirtiil^ lejidinjr ff"*"^ Ciiiiibeilantl to Wliveling, in Vir^iiiiH, on 

BrtTtie. Mj" nttentiou wjis cnlled_ to it by J, Siniili, an aged 
piimter, and old Ituuter In tliose regions, witli wliniii I acei- 
d«iirl^ enti-TL'd into cuntmvoT'sy, abniit tlie exiatenco of 
emtlicu inuunJs in tlie monntalna, and liy svlioni I was kindly 
jiilutcd tn, and aidod in the cxaminatimi of tins ouc. It pre^ 
Bi;Mit3 a novel and singular it^atni'e in tLe annaU of tumulud 
rocord- (Soe idiitc II, lig. 4,) 

Oil a|>pTOMcliiT;p; tlio wurlt, it pjeeenred to view a regiiUrly- 
f »riiiod truncated eartben mound, liavifig a base diiiinotGi" of 
Ei;»liteGu ivet, aiid a pei'perulionlai" allitndo uf Bcver and h 
liair^ liting clad with d^ai"fiKli laiivcl and otlier dJniiniilive 
fihnddji;i-y and liiiiUi^^e tliinl.v Bcaltcifd ovei the biiifjico, 

I ascended to IIjc fiumiuit and cummcTicod an excnva- 
tJou ill tbo centre, while tlic old man, aided by hie two eona, 
Btartcd a di'ift at Uig base. Arter ponetratin^ to tlio dcptb of 
ftbnut foui'ieen iaobes, I came in contact wiLli a smootli, flat 
arone of black Blnte, of about thirty incbea in diameter, and 
twn and a lialf incbea tJiick. Tina arrepted the attention of 
my ci^inpaiiiiiiiB^ and tbey afcendud to aid in difiLiiteinn^ it. 
In renitiving tbia etune, we opened a vnn!t precmely similar 
to that discovered near the Cow-Pnatiirc, containing a atelo- 
ton, or pai'la of a skeleton, much decayed ; the sknlj^ lion*- 
evci, I'etained f'*rm suiHoiently ptrfoet to warrant iu identifi- 
caii'.tn nitb llie hnman specios, but too much decayed fur prcB- 
ervali'in. The body was evidently intori'sd in an upright po- 
Bitit^n, but the decayed bone bad tumliled into eonfijaion, I 
prnpc>aod pntling the cap on iho vault, and lepbicing the 
eartii \ but the old man responded^ tfiat "it was a d d In- 
dian, and he would ne^'cT ehow t[iem any qnarter^ dead or 
alive; tbey imirdered liis motber, cripjded liia FnUier, and 
bad ^hut at bini, but bti brid bored ninetetn Itolos in llmir 
bides, and he would now niaslr that skull, and make it an 
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even acwc ;' nnd le rni^ed fi lar(*c stone and luivled it 
\riLl] f^r^e to Uio buLtuni tjf Llic viLultf ciiiBljiug liio lilliti iiiosa 
of l>one to dnst. 

On fui'iliur exnitiiriRtbTi, wo discoveicd tlint the coat of 
entUi lliwt cotiCEHleri Lli« iritt^rinr clime cemelcfy wna imieh 
tliicker ol U)e lnwCt |iresei»t3ng a liodj- of four feel tVum tlie 
KBiirfiicu (o llid Btonc-work; tljiis it la asccttmucd l)int the 
etone iiccu[»ieil a biise of ten focf, nnd ti perpendicular allitnde 
of ftbout eix, lliftt wna pcnlmlily cnvcrod wlten fi»at f »"incd 
willt ft fitrntum of anvth of nbuiit two feot in dejflli. Tliis, 
from tUo wear and wnsh of time, would MooeBfiurily irtcrcnao 
tfie body nt tlie biise. At wlmt em, and by wlmt people 
tliis cemetery wna const tncled, 3"ct rciuiiint^ to be nspcrtnined ; 
bnt I iiongine it In Iiju-q been n tVcnk of fancy, indidj^t-d by 
Kjme eccentiic individiinl of notonety among tlie st^me-mouud 
Luildtm. Tliia boitig tlie only ono of tlmt oidei- uf cons^lnic- 
tion wirh wbicb 1 Inive come in centner, I nm yet mnvilling 
io atiacli to it a nition;t1 ehuincTer, in d expend oril of tba enrtli 
cr stone-moinid bnikltrs, but I<5iivc it iia I find it^ on amiil- 
gnmHtinn cr niiiim of bi>1.b. 

And r re til ark i\n\t in Ibe cxaminntiun of stone nioiindR in 
Virginia, PennBvlvnniji, Maryljind^ Oiiio, ami Indinnn, much 
the grentcv number pR'Siriit bones ^'cncmlly dispeiaed iln-ongli- 
ont tlic body of Iho woilt. In some, fiowover, eyfltein or oidet 
13 i\p|>iirc!it in Ibo nj^peiLrnnce of bones iiulicatinf^ regidnr 
Btratji c»f dep'wiie one above tbc (iihp.i\ and nlxnit fifteen inilca 
northwest cf Lufiyett*?, in Tiulinna, I find a birgo nnmber 
of ainidl stone [liles ndjaceiit loeatb olbi^r, indicative iifi'Iriglo 
depf»sWfl. Tlma I bave discovci'ed in tlie progress of exam- 
inatiiin, iivc vaiious modca of dcpositc observed by the atoDO- 
moand bnildci'. 

And yot I <It> not believe ibe deposits of tlifl dead ia 
etone-Laoanda, ever was practiftt-d in AinErica na n ^ener^l or 
common mide of bnrijil l>y tlic masaea, even of ihe stoaO' 
mound bnibk-1'e, Tlie L}ifiE;Llii>n alone futbida Ilio inditT^ence 
of tlic npitdon, even in reglmis wlierc Ihey nbonnd niofil, iiidft- 
pendmit of die foci tbal largo lenitorlt-s of comitry aio en- 
tirely dualitnte of Uieni, 
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CETAPTER II. 



NODKRN ABORIGINAL CKUETERY. 



AMONG the Nortli American IiHiana oftUe present i^ay, va- 
rious ruo<lcs of dc|Hwiling t!ie dead are practised ; Jilnioet 
overj Inbc liaa ita pfculmnty in tuckIo of ljunal; [ ricslgii, 
however, to treat of iIiobq (>Ti^y witli wliich T am pereonally 
familiar. I would Litjaerve^ in tjiia cojinooliiin, lliiit tiiosC of 
tlie tribes tliat linger along the linefl of civiliiatioTi occit- 
sloQiillj inter tht^ tinnl in iEintalum of iTiciv v'lille neigliborB, 
but tJiey rarely Bink tlieir piU niore lian ci^litcen jucliea 
or two feat deep> and matiiffat an aveiBion to deep ^avea, 
eapccinlly mothcre in burying tbcir departed infanta. 

Alon^ Uio linos of our TVontict ectllcmenta Ibo mother, in 
depoaiting her iitlantf eccks the moat eedudod epot in eomo 
nni'i'fiw va!e near ti stream of living water, on tbe cecond ter- 
race of the Brreain, ll^iit is iii>t i^ai jeot to inimdationj where 
sbo iina^iaea tlie ^vhitt; man will never Rx hie hiLhitatJon. 

To Bdoli a aput aht bea™ licv babe, accompanied by a feT^ 
neilt relutiviiB, and wilb licr own Iiands tgiiiotcs whatever 
niay disnce to occupy the spot of her cbofee ; Ibon, with a 
email hoe or hatelmt, aeoops out an area iufilclently ca|>acirin9 
to rec<?ive the body. She ihori gathere rliy leiives utmI mnkea 
a soft coiiuh upon whioh alie places the child, snngly folded 
in a Rl;in or enmll blanket, nrannd wlilch (lie mother and near 
relntivee fotm a circle, to give vent in griefj in einging % 
d'eatli dirgCfc all in sitting poptnre. Tlicy weep freely, beat- 
ing !hf^ eat'lJi Willi thoir Imndi for Iho t?pacG of about one hour; 
than aiiee and, all except Uie mother, relire to gather biirk op 
aniCftble stiekB, to form a covering fi>r the eorpae. When 
galhcrod, she places Ihcm arcinnd and ovt?r IhiJ body in bnch 
iuauner or foi'm aa her fanoy may dictate, then all luiite ia 
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(jTTcrir^ Uio pile willi Icnvce nnd oartli to tlie <lcptb of about 
fjur inches. Tlicy tLen cut gmulII p(.»li;^ nnd mnke etik^a that 
they drive in tho gi'oiind in a ciiclo aa i-epreaQiitod in Fig> 5, 
plate TT- T(»ey tlit-n oLtflir a eiaJto ft-om which Ihoy romovo 
t]»L* UiiW, iim] nijike it avi wliite and sitiooeIi ng ]ios«ibli^, nlxilit 
five feet long, nnil drlva it in the ground mitsiile of the en- 
cIofluiiN near the frrave. On lh\s etftko they plate a white 
tliifj- Tiiia fiflg ifl dcsigrcd to act ns n gnmd or pr'otc('ti(»n 
a^ninst the enci^^Jltliriicnt oromiiivtrona animals, and an^Avet^ 
f.lie pnrpoac admirably, fL»r iic» feivx?iona animal will apiproach 
it; and tlina the Lody is protecttd, attd permitted to iJecgy 
nilinfi1t!&I(;J on the snifit'U uf llie earlh. 

If the infant he a fiulIp. Diititlird to hereditary clilcfdom, or 
ftther honoi's, hii.-r'<fj.dyphical characters are impressed with 
vermilion on iLe gn»rcl stiike, iticiicntive of that Ikct; but if 
n female, tlie ^^Intc eiako ie dii^pcrificd ^vitb, and pevcral wliitd 
fla^ are appeT^d^d to tlio loa/^er stakes Ihat enchiBe the ;:ntve, 
a.s rcpn*^fnted in Fig 5, jtlaic IT. In ilie spring of 1842, I 
witneFSPii the fnronil reienumii-R of a mala inhifi!, near a 
small Htream calh-d Slj inngill, a trihutarj nf the Ikf it^HiHsipplj 
in Cinj'tun coimty, Io\va» near a Irtipe epiing of pure water^ 
that rides witlnri a few piles of tlie ftlream on its etnith aide, 
aloDt Iwcj miles di&lunt fi-om tlie liver. The child was a 
member nf the family nf Walienn Do-eo-ra, principal chief of 
the Wintiebngo iiaritm, and a gi-eut nnnibcr of hieroglyphical 
chaiacltra were iiiipressed npiui the Ptuku nf protection, indi- 
catire of lini^al descent; but my endeavora U: obtain a literal 
rendering, were Tain, my acquaintance with their lanj^nagd 
bciag liniiteJ, and NK^t nf tlie purty Lfeing in a fitateof iatox- 
ioAtion. I also witnessed the funoral o( a female child in- 
terred with flimilar ceremoiiie9* about seven miloa distant, 
near a ^niull stream dcnoTiimftted tiie Blctody-nm. In this 
caae there was no hieroglyphfcal stake, hut many wbita raga 
were pendent on the Ktiikes, coiieliliitiiig the enelosiire repre- 
sented \n V\nta K. fi^r 6. 

The mode of interment of children ihnt can claim no gcnea- 
logical deaecnl fmm cliiffdom is siinilar to that above de- 
scribed, uxcopt as to the uiauner of eucloBnrc, their gravoa 
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being secnred by a }>en covered with amall poles, and the 
white nig being suspended from a Bmall pole placed at the 
head or foot of tbe grave. 

In the funerals of adulte, I obserred four modes of depceite 
of which figures 7^ S, 9, and 10 are descriptive. Fig. 7 
represents a bodj placed on tlie ground at the root of soino 
favorite ti'ce, designated by tlie individual previona to deatli ; 
tbe biKly is sust^uncd in a sitting postare by means of bnrk or 
cords Iliat are drawn around tfie trunk of llie tree, pi-ossing 
tbe body ch>se lo (lio same, and is gnarded by flags until, in 
decomposition, it falls fo the caitb. The bones ai'e then re- 
moved by tbe surviving friends, and deposited in piles, with 
tliose of tlieir nation that bave died befure tbem. 

Fig. 8 jiresonls a view of the body of an Indian "suspended' 
in hid cauoo between Iwo trees, where it i^maina uiilil the 
canoe decays and tomhics to the earth. His bones are then 
removed aa aijovc. Fig. represents a body laid on tho 
ground, and enclosed in a pole-]K*n. 

Fig. 10 represents a body lying on n scaffold formed by 
Betting po*its or fuiks in llio gitiund, upon which poles are 
placed. The body, ivtlied in skins or blanket, is hiid tbereoa 
whei-e it remains until t!ie stnictni-o decays, and the bones 
fall to the earth: they are tbeu hcai>ed together, aud decaj 
in muss. 
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CHAPTER nr. 



Bona A«EfilCAS TUMULI- 

HATIH'G preeented the reader witli a ekfltch of Bomo of 
the circumstAncGB tbat prompted na to an early inveati- 
gflliun of tbis ftahject, with the results m reference to the stone 
cemeleiieB of N"t)rtli Americti, 1 now pmceed to deljiil the 
incidents that iiniLlTy led us to tbe critical examiuation of 
tiimnli. 

Previous to my esplomtion of the great valley of the Mia- 
Bififiippi, I resolved on visiting South America* Oa the 3d 
of Martb, 1826, I eecured pusaage on l>aflrd the Bonglass^ 
C^tptain Fowler, bonnd from the eify of New York for the 
lulund of Curai^oa^ and in twenty-one daye we arrived at that 
jKirt, vrherg I again ahipped on a email echooner for the 
continent. 

The wind being fair, and the weather fine, we Boon came 
iQ fii^ht of the towering poaks of the majcBtic momitains 
'that eliirt the cofisl, and on the morning of tho second day, 
fotmdoiir ve^el anfely anchored in the harbor of Potto Cabel- 
lo, fl strongly'f<>rtified commercial fity, iobiLbitetl by a motley 
inixtuie of nations, varj'ing in color from a pale eallow white, 
to the l>lacknCBS of ebony. After Bpcnding a few days in thia 
city, I resolved to visit the interior of the country, and fot 
that pnrpoEo purchased a nmle, and engnged an interpreter. 

About the iBt of April, I eet ont wilh Antonio, my inter- 
preter, for Yrtlencia, a small inland town on the plains^ dtB- 
fftnt from the aea about twentj-five niilos. After proceeding 
a ft'W miles, we began to ascend one of the lofty Bpiira of tho 
AndcG, by a crooked and narrow way, winding around the 
points of frightful precipices ; but wo reached tho aumrnit in 
eafoty, and found onraelvea perched on a pinnacle sorcrol 
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llimiaaicl feet aliovc tlio level of tlio occftn, of witicli it ora- 
tnanded an extensive Tic\r. Here we dr^moanted to cnjoj, 
for a elmrt time, the liixiirr of the mountain brocze. 

Seating mjnelf on tlie eiimmit of a huge rock that com- 
maTi^li!'! an extensive view of water and ]ani], I caet mj 
eves oTi llie sea, and belicld, witli varying emoUoDB eeTcral 
Bni] llml were humeward bonnd. 

Turning to Ibc laiid, a proepect Ibc moat stiUitne tbat I liad 
ever liclidd^ greeleJ niy vision, in view of an unbroken cbain 
of liiftv muuniains on my left, cUd in dmibbery and praap, 
green unci ripe, presenting tlie rainbow shades of greeti piled 
np in rolling waves as fjir ira siplit r^inld pcnn. On my Hpbt 
lay El vaial plain U\ grnof'fiil iinilnlatirm on wliidi IJio ln»fiwin 
eeemed to re»t, and in tbeir midst tlie lillle fresU-wat<^r lake 
of Valencia fimned by gent! la zcpbyn*, prcscTitii^g a t)OBC'm 
that reaembled molten ellver bordered 'with graceful green. 

After oujoving the cool, refreBhinf; breeze fur about an 
lK>nr, we reanmed onr jmirney. and soon tvacbed the villHgo 
af Valencia, where I found an old echoobmate with whom I 
bad previously spent many days in youthful pnfttime, H« 
Welcoiied ms to bia home, iind intiiidiiced me la bin wifi*, n 
tidy, liltle, dark woman — beirees, however, to a wealtliy 
Frenchman who re&ided in the viciuity. 

Tlicnce, in company with my friend, Mr. R, Rev, and 
otlicra, I proceeded on a visit to tlie bnti]t-field f»f Carra- 
bobo. At that pl^e a vasF niimbor of luiman bon^a remain 
to bleach on the earth, and present a melancholy feature ia 
the liiud^enpe. 

Observing in tl<e vicinity a large eartlien mound, onr at 
tenlion was arrested, and we proceeded to examine llie struc- 
ture, ond aoon ^Jcrccjved that it roecmbkd inform olbera that 
I bad pravioiisly noticed in Korth America, On our return 
ti> Yflleiieia we viaif*d a proup of tnmeated raonndfl, more 
dimimUtve in air^; button critieal eiamination, we perceli-ed 
apim rent order and relnfive arrangement — the entire givjup 
iiccnpying a sqtiare nrea of about ten aei-es, with a mounrl in 
the certi-e, larger ibnii any otber in the gix-up^ suiTonnded hy 
a circnliir runje of emoll works. The novelty of the arrange- 
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tnent inJaced me to enter in my <liarj a descriptive note, 
dttled, Kuy 9lh, 182S> On mj w&j from Valencia to Car 
rftcaSf I observed some small works tlial were pnrtialij de- 
etroyed, and tarrying at St, Pliilippi, %rberc wc passed the 
nijj^ht, we were informed by a padre tbat t^jere was a £iT>gu- 
lar flrranjjoineni of car lb -work about tliirty niileft eoath of the 
luke of Vnlencia, and from his description, I waa led to 
Biippnsa it A fac-siinile of Lbe works of CirclcTille, in Oldo, 
On iiij return frotu Caracfls I viaited the premisea, and 
difiCi>vercd tLat while it retnined the outline of Ctrcleville 
in Obio, tlic mode of conetructiun wa£ entirely different. (See 
plate AA, BB.) 

The work consisted of two circles (aa seen m the plate), the 
Intenor circle being foiiiied of trunciited nioutids connactcd 
by a wall of about three feet high, entirely around the circle, 
except 3ki the point of entrance. The truncated worka had a 
base of about thirty feet, with a perpend icnlar altitude of 
about BIX, while iho biiee of the wfLiI nowhere exceeded fif- 
teen feet. Thia wall waa surrounded by a ditch about twelve 
feet wide, and from two to three in depth, being fall or level 
at the entmnee of the eii^le. 

In the centre of thia circle, which enclosed an area of about 
tbreo acres, there ia a square work of BiJEty feet base, and 
three feet in i^efght, and on tine work there is A truncated 
mound of tliiily feet base, and ej?c f^ct in height, giving thd 
whole work an altitude »f nina feet. 

Alwirt forty poles diatantfrom the dJIth, there is a cirenlar 
fAFige of fljit truncated works enrmnnding the whole, gilnated 
eqiti-distantf thiHy feet fi-um eech otlier^ having an altitude 
cf four feet, and a baee diameter of eixty, 

About one mile aoutlieast of this circular work, there is a 
work similar in conttruclion, but differing in form, as repre- 
flented in cui A A. Thifl work, occupying a ecj^iare area of 
fth'iui tlireo acresi, pi-esenls in the centre a aqnnre eailli-wark 
of ^(\y feet baee, and fonr altitnde, being smooth and flat on 
thi! summit, Bilrrouiuled by a will! with a lwenty-f<K»t bawo, 
f >iTr IVtit high, bnt with no vestige of a ditcli within or wilh- 
oiiL The wall ia surrounded by truncated works of twentjr' 
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fi?Gt Ijase, and ftiur in lieiglit, distant from base to liaee, alxint 
twenty ft^ct ; lliese are s,ho flat mid fimoolh ou tLeir butDinlt. 

Iq travelling manj LuTidied miles in variona portious of 
the coiirtry, and viewing m&ny worte, wo discover none 
eimilar to thoBO bIiovq dcBcHLed, nor did wc ob&crve any 
elmigated works like ihoee wliicb are eo common in various 
pdrts in Nortli America; bat tbo conical or truncated worka 
abimtid in many part* cf the country. 

Tbe worka that most attracted nur attentifjn we found on 
tlie plains of Appnra. Tiiey arc of pyramidal form and of ra- 
rions dimenaJooa. Some of them present a smooth and even 
Btirt'acc, while otlicra, of large diraenBions, are formed with 
feU^cs DI30 above the other from near the base to the Eummit, 

Tiiose of the krge»t order generally stand aloof from other 
■works !ind alwajs appear on extensive tindiilatlng plaina oc- 
cnpyiiig the highest puinla in the viemity of tbeir erection. 
(ISeo plate BB.) 

Ou iho plains of Appnra there ore several of the larger 
order of thoBO pjTGmidal works, some of which are Ecveral 
hnnUred paces in baso circnit, tbo general form of wliich is 
given in pUte BB, fig. 2. Ifot having at that time in con- 
templation the publication of a work on the enbjecL wa 
regret that we failed to survey with critical accuracy any of 
Ihtffle etiipendoua works. The stages are in general ananged 
from eight to twelve feet above each other, preaentlng a level 
base oi^ from five to seven feet. 

When wo take into con 6 id e ration the Bimplicity of imple- 
montB used iri anti^nanati warfjjnre wo arc ready to conclnde 
that this mammoth monnd was once the Gibraltar of the 
plains, and nothing of warlike charncter could exceed the 
gi'andeur of a ba(tle Tnaintaiiied from the base to the HUinmit 
of tbia herculean pyramid. Always located on an nndulating 
rifle, commanding the higbcat natural eummit in its vicinity, 
it id fio adnni-ably adapted to the defence of ita occupants, 
that it can scarcely be iraegioed to bavG been erected for any 
other purpose. 

Tlie visiter, sealed on the anmrnit of one of theae pyramida, 
looking over a vast and luxmiaut plain, can not fail to see, in 
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imagination, tlo acenea wLicU liave taken place aroinid lila 
poiut of TJaioii itk furtEier times. Hia IWiic; tills Uie diaLance 
willj tfto ImliiliitirKis uf a great pci'|>k ; Uio fiislda tei<rji with 
gmsiu^ horOe, uiid all around tlio land is ricU witL cuUiva- 
tiuK and plenty. 

Tli« jjluiisant scenes of dome^iJic life^ liie Trarclnrg patrt- 
acdi, UtQ proud iiintroTi, the ^LiLJtlifEil luver, tlie Kr<nt|) uf'j^liid 
cliildreit, all RW l^efiirti lum* AnuEi tlttr &cefie ciiHTkgii^, and 
he pei-ceiv^es the tide of liitltle lulling €vtr the beauLilnl htad- 
Bca^re, and nil ita wuvi^a cciitjiug; at hia feei^. On the lowest 
Btaga, the tif^ht with lance, and ewo:'d, and clah, is tierce and 
doaillj' ; frvm tho eecoiid Icrrato poms ehowera of arrows, 
hacked with atottt^ and iniE^iiefl t'v\ni\ aljove, M'hjli^.the feeble 
and the women and children, an safe heights^ view the duubt- 
fal battle froni the Guinniit, But [he flood of battle shiwlj* 
rises from terrace tu terrntEj till the last blow is htiuck, iho 
la6t arrow leaves the bow, and the reniorselesa wa^es of war 
sweep a nation iwtm tiic f^ice of the eartli. The bi>ncs of the 
slain are gathered in a pyi-nniid, and the furtrese and tbo 
mound constitute the onlj" relic of the extinct tribe. Sueh, 
VG have hq doubt^ was the origin of many of ttie nmsslve 
Leapa of human dnat that are seattered abroad on t,Lb uoti- 
tmeuu 

Hffrt— See Froumpitfc* Tur a view gf plfite B B. figufe !, on » larger loalt 
Tl»ii pliU rfpj-wenla tlie author'* p<tnpefi lion uf lhpdi<ALgn of tikiqrorm or EnimniL 
fiaeh fllruclTires oro founii lu grpalrr nuinbern, niid of ]Br|j"i.'r and ino^e impofm^f 
ftppcnmnur, in C«ntnil Airericn, tliitn elsfwhej*. T}ifj ilivrenBe in nrfo and 
nHBitier on oomlng norLliVRrr!, anii nre p^ojin^elj known north of tlie moutli af 
the Ohio. CopeiJoring ihe wdopouB of war mnt JD tih br tha moatKl-bLiiJder^ 
(hvir jrHuliii babtU, tad mch ctber tf-aCimonf^ hb appcAn m thcH pn^eii^ tha 
]il«l« mn; l» ofinfllilered a ftirTiew or a baitle^ivriQ <kn ona of tboae ntia:hl,j 
lortrevwi^ Tlie ■nlbur'a com^vption «ii« fitllj farifirn)od by Tt^ffta-6nh, who r«- 
pcflti^ly Ltifuriiiud biiLi thnt Buch -wa the trHi^jtion o^ tbo i>bj«ct of thcu tvr- 
rauuJ muaadft, asboDdcJ duwu bj bii fuLlien. 
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CHAPTER ly. 



FISHT TOUR CF THE CTPEK HISaiSfllPrTn 



HAVING observed many eingulflr worka and etrfinge ar- 
rangeinenta of tumuli in South America, in which 1 
became niucli interested, but without coming to any EntifruC' 
tjry conclosion respecting their use or origin, after my return 
to the United States, T devoted much tiuie and attention to 
thiB subject. !□ the spring of 1S39, I located ]£^se1f in 
the Miami vallej', in the state of Ohio, This region, alwund- 
iog in tumuli, prefleuta a field of inrestigatioD worthy the at- 
tention of the antiquarian and archfeclogist. The diveraity 
of fornij complication of arrangGmeat, and amount of labor 
bestowed in the conBtructinn of theBO works, can not fjiil to 
arrest the attention even of tbe casnal obserper; but mj do- 
ineatic relationa and limited pecuniary reHonrcee Pjrbade the 
proeecution of extensivQ researches fi>r several yeaiit. I 
did not, however, beoome indiflerent to tie subject^ but con- 
tinued to imprc^vc every opportunity for ipveetigallon tiiat 
time and cireUTostaacee prcceated, occasionally visiting Iho 
valleya of the Mnskingum, Scioto, and Mianiid, and carefully 
noting all peculiarillea which I observed in forw^ arrange- 
ment, material, and mode of deposite, in varlouB works. 

Being permanently located in the vicinity cf Port Ancient 
(niie of the must stupendous and woaderful works of the Oliio 
valley, and wjiich is described in anotlier portion iff this vol- 
nme), my tiiii-st for inveetigatioTi waa continual/ augmented 
by frequent onvereatione witli anliqnarian and cnritms 
travellers who visited the premieeB, aa well as by the ravages 
which the progress of civilization and agi-icnltural improve- 
inonta were from time to time making, npon wliat I was nc- 
cuatt»m(id to regard as the aacred tombs of the ancient fiuhers 
of the aborigines. 
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The truncated worts were, ^>y common eoHRent, recognised 
na cemeteries or Indian gnives ; and ilie encliieed 8rea&, fi» for- 
tlficftiiLiTia or military iunii)att8. Tliia being the generally-ac- 
cefited and popular view of the BuLject, resenrchefl for the 
moBt part were crmductcd vrilL tl»e sole view cf procuring evi- 
dence in confirniatii>u of that telief, wliile the diversity of 
form, relative poeilion, and complex arrangetnent, oither 
wholly esoAped ibe notice of antiquarifln cbservere, or were 
regardi^d aa oialters of coii]p&ra.tivdy little iutereet or import- 
ance . 

In 1S3T, IBSS, and 1S39, buainess puraiiibs led me to the im- 
mediate valley of the uppor Miaaieaippi. Tliere I eoun obaeived 
that tie mound bnildera, in the construction of their worhe, 
had indulged in innumerable freaks of fancy, wholly nnlilce 
aaything I had bitherto seen in the religious or military 
elrueturea erected by ancient or modei-n nations. Perceiving 
that those nioundB which were ino&t remote from civilization 
rctaiced tbeir primitive form in greatest perfection, I re* 
solved to make a tour of exploration in the unfrequented 
wilds of the ^'cst ; andj in llie spring of 1810, 1 repaired to 
tbd city of St. LouiSf whence I embarked on tbo Btoanier 
IIliaoiB for Galena, in the early part of April, 

Aa soon &B the eun had diBpereed the denee tnistd of the 
river valley, I seated myself on tbe hurricane decV, the bet- 
ter to observe the scenery on either aide. As our boat njoved 
rapidly on, I perceived that the extensive plain known a^ The 
American Bottom was gradually narrowing down^ and the 
rugged bills boronU were cloEing in toward the river bank- 
Soon we poseed tbe mouth of tbe l^ieBouH, whose turbid 
WfllerB, freighted witli eand find mud, haslened to mingle 
their dark streams with those which flowed from the crj'Stal 
fountains of tbe more uorthern Lille. 

In regular lines, on either eide, were seen the traces of fhe 
waters that in ancient time had washed the rugged bosnms 
of tlie valley, making clearly evident the fact that the 
prond waters that now roll in tbe pulf below, oneo gently 
flowed through a vast, broad plain, hundreds of feet ahove 
their present level. 
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It is wortljj' of remarkf tliftt wlierever & goJid i oi^k-sni-fatre 
ie to be seen extending fiom tlie water to LJie kiglietit ^muinit^ 
ths lines mn jtieclgely jjaiallcl wttli eacb otiier ; and the &num 
nuniber of lines ara invariablj found in Ibe eauie given nlti- 
ludo at all points on the river, from St. Poter's down to tba 
ujjj>t']" lapids, a dislatico ofeeveral hundred miles, 

AlUr pacing ibe moutba of many email tributaries, we ar- 
rived at the termiraliLiD of tlie lower rajiid*, wbere we were 
nnder the necessity of unloading onr cnrgo, li> be lranfipi>rt*^d 
in tow-boats to (lio liuad of tlie same. XTjere being bot two 
feet water la tlie channel, and iLe current strong, St was with 
some difficulty tUat we auccocded in getting over with onr 
empty boat, bot we did ao in eafetj' ; a>;ain taking in onr 
cargo, proceeded. Meeting a rise in the nver, we passed the 
upper rftpide without diffituTJj, and Boon draw near tbe min- 
eral regions. 

Here, Nature nj'parently fonJ of vaiietj', eeems to eihihit 
a change of features, f^tr iicre the towering rocka, with varie- 
gated colors, present a less regular arrangemenl, with here 
and there a huge mass, or mountain pile of fihapclees frag- 
matit?, that seem to have been thrown together with a care- 
leas Land, or hurled from iLeit deep b^ds by some volcanic 
erupt ion. 

Do not tlje ravages of water on llie face of theae rocka l>ear 
testimouj to tlie existence of matter, in form, thousands of 
years before all human record t And may not the volcanoes 
and earthquakes that are now rending the Eaatem hcmia- 
phero once have done their work in the West? If so, may 
they not agaia return f Who knows but thie once-beau- 
tiful plain wag inhahtted by civilized and intelligent beings 
that Lave graJiifllly passed away by tlie ravages of war^ or 
con vulsiona of nature i 

Tbia w^orld ia, itjdeed, a worderful macliinej and its primi- 
tive coiiatntction incomprebeneible ! Man may form his 
globes, and 5:^ their apheree, but the reins of eternal motion 
are held alono by Deity. Man may look back qb for aa tra- 
dition or history reach, and a fertile imagination may give 
ideal form to chaoa^ but the original prodnction of matter 
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bids defiance to all bie rceearcbca ; Limfelf formed of inatterj 
Le may oulj rQascn on fonneii matter with ce^tnintj ; be may 
Boar alufl on the wings of imagiiifition, or aittk in faitcy to Ibe 
deplha below; yet beyond the natural or artificial visioTij 
there must still remain for bim one great eternal void which 
G<k] alune ntay fill. 

While tliu9 iiin^ijig in n\j hammock, my attention wan fiud- 
dotily arreated by a call fn.}m the pitob to lower the Bteam, 
and L immediatelj repaired t^ tbe hurnt^ano-deck^ and saw 
that wo were cIoBely hedged m by the banka of a natural 
canal, formed by the back-water of the Mi^aieeippi, tracing 
tlie channel of a email stream called the Fever riverj narroWj t 
deep, and croukeJ. 

After ad vancing about seven mtlea^ we came in sight of the 
far-famed little city of Galena, Here tlie acene changed ^ and 
iiiet^ad of the noiaeof the escaping eteam, my ear was eduted 
with the more agreeable din and Eounde of Ibe bustle of lufli- 
ness, I floon found tnyself in the midat of a iiourialiing in- 
land city, sitnated on the baots of a stream Uiat, one mile 
above, would scarcely float a canoe. It was built in eomicir* 
cular fuiTi, closely hedged in with nigged bluffs, whoee aides 
were here and Iboro literally CJccavaled to make room for 
fitately mansions. Three ecmioircnlar eti-eeta, gradually rising 
one above Ihe other, formed the thoronghfaree of commerce. 

I might have been almoaC persuaded that I was in the midet 
of Joruaalem on a peutacoBtal day, for here were Jews out of 
aluiottt every nation under heaven^ togellicr wilh natives of 
England, Ireland, France, Spain, and Germany — a truly 
motley mass of various creeds and tonguea, >et all bound to- 
gether by a common peeuiiiary iiitereBt^ and by commercial 
and social tiee. Agiicultural pursuiu wei'c partially neglected, 
neverthelesa, the city ie surrounded by a fertile soil that will, 
ill coming time, yield & t^nrplus. 

Having taken a view of this infant city and its vicinity, I 
ftocnred a paafiaga on board the steamer Otter, bound for the 
'fihot-tower at Helena, on the casteni blioi-e of the Wiaci^nsin 
river (which cnlere the Miafiisaippi seventy-five miles abovo 
Ibe junctioo of Fever river). la passing up the Mis^iesippij 



u 



ANTTQUARIAK HESEA_RCBES- 



we louclieJ at Dubuqne, a flonrieLing village on tbe western 
flhore, in tie territory (now tLo Btate) of Iowa- Tbia villaga 
Ifl situated on a be&ntifLil plain of fiome tliousand acres of fer- 
tile Goil, and bids loir to become lie centre of commerce for 
an extensive and fertile region at the west Tliere ta proba- 
bly more Caste displayed in tbG arrangement of its luanEJonSj 
sbmbbery, and other ornamental appendages^ tban can at this 
time be seen in any villttge on the npp^r HiFiflisBippi. Tii6 
large piles of lead stacked up on tbe bank of tlie river, bear 
ample tCBtimony to the liict tbat It is fiurroanded by deep and 
ricb mineral-beds. 

On leaving Dubiiqiio tbe current gradaally g-aina etrcnptb, 
tlie river being partially filled witb many timbered islands 
that are annually inundated by the northern floods. These 
floods iisnally occur in June or July, being created by the 
spring rains, and tbe melting snow of the Itocky mountains, 
or nojlbern regions. In consequence of these anntial imindv 
tione, logs and enaga abound m the river, frequently chang- 
ing the channel by gathering aronnd Itiem laigc eand-bars. 
The bluffd continue rugged, and gradually rise as we advance, 

Va at length entered tbe Wiaconain whose crystal current 
flows briskly down, over moving beds of brilliant sand, with 
a continually changing channel that renders (he navigation 
somewhat difficult. We ei^wn, however, arrived at WiiHcoda, 
the ancient location of a large Indian village, but at present 
occnpicd by a fewwbitc families. This village is situated on 
an extensive plain of sandy soil, on the surface of which may 
be seen relics of many an ancient mound, varj'ing niuch in 
fiise and form; some resembling redoubts, or fortifications, 
oiliers presenting tbe forms of gigantic men, beasts, birds, and 
reptitts, among which may be found the eagle, the otter^ (he 
eerpenl, the nlligatorj and others pertaining to the deer, elk, 
and butfalo species. The highland in the vicinity {.if tins vil- 
lage abounds with nionuraenls tJiat hear teelimouy to the an- 
cient exisfenco of au immense population in those i-egions. 

I remained some days in the esaminafion (if tlin^e remaina, 
and then relumed on tlie OUer to Pra.ine du Clileu, an old 
French village situated about four miles above thejimction 
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of tlie TVisconBln, on the eaatcm ebore of the MieBie^ippi, and 
in the territfrry of Wisconsin. It ib located od a Landsomo 
plain contttlning several ihonsand acres; the bnildinga boar 
a Sfimewliat dilapdfitcd appearaiice, wiLh the exception of a 
fevr modem atnictures. The hack country !s rough and hro- 
ken, abounding in tumnli of varions l^inds and shnpcs. The 
American F»r Company have a trading post at iliie place, 
8tid the United States keep up a garrison for tlie protection 
of the fronliLT selllenienta. Tlie majority of the Tillage popn- 
lation were French and half-bred Indians; they were social 
and friendly, and 1 resolved to larry a while witli tbem for 
the pnrpose of making myself better acqtiflinted with the In- 
dian Inngvia^D. There wcro many Indians encamped on the 
wlanda in the vicinity, and I visited them freqnently, and 
attended eo^"Qral of their feaete ; they were food of mii^th and 
mnaiCi and indnlged much in feasting, dancing, Ac, 

After beconimg acqnaitited with many of them, I i^esolved 
to penetrate the ccnnti-j to the west; and having provided 
myself with a rifle, tomahawk, and blanket, I croafied the 
iliaaiesippi nine milee below the Indian bonndnry-line. After 
advancing about seven miles, my vision was greeted with a 
prospect trans port in gly beautiful^ in the view of a connlry 
richly interepersfd with verdant lawns and shady groves, with 
cooling Epringa and crystal rilk, rising and flowing through 
the most luAuriant plains of rich prairie, and wbicli seemed 
to be calling and entreating the induetrioua cultivator of tbe 
Il^b fertile caet to bestow bis labors wboro they would meet a 
more ample reward. 



46 



Jkim^U ASIAN BESKABCBES^ 



CHAPTER T. 



ELAKTliELX DBFOftlTE, feXPLOEATtON, AO* 

AFTEU traversing tbnt boaiilifHl country dminod by tlia 
cliannel of Turkey river, I returned to Prairie dti Cliien, 
and during llie flurnraer montba I apent irnicli time iti the eit- 
cavutiou and e*CHiiunatioii nf numermta m'niiuls, and gninjwt 
of aiuimda, in tbe vicinity, 1 discoveied many recent de- 
posiles, arid aeveral that I termed primitive. Among the latter 
wfta nu earthen nrn, liiat contained about tliirty gallons; Uiis 
urn was depo&itcfl in a lai'go mound near the junction of the 
"Wiaconain with the Mi&eisaippi, It waa in the form of a 
large jar, with a cap or cc»ver, neatly fitted on ; it was full of 
ashes, mixed with trnall piirtidea of cliarcoal BTid hnnit 
bones- ThJ5 veaeel appeared to fcaTO been well hunied, and 
reaembled tiie potter's ware of the present day, of good qual- 
ity, esccpt that it appeai'cd to have heen formed within a 
hng^ or sack, made of cnnrse materials ; tho imprceeion of the 
threads w^re apparent on tbe out^ide^ ^I'hile the iTiaide re- 
mained perfectly amootii. It had become very tender ami 
]nnch decayed by time:, so much h«^ that I was unable to prs- 
aerve it whole, I however retnlncd some parts, or pieces, 
that, al\er being thoroughly drii^d by fire, became hard and 
firm. (SeeFig. 1, Cut W.) 

Being nndcr an engasjement to meet De-coo-dah at St- 
Potoi'*6, or Lal^fl Pepin, as mJgbl beat eoit my convenience, 
in the fall, I returned Co Galena where I built me a small saiU 
boat; and, after pmviding myself wilh provisions, amiruini- 
tion, and a few Indian trinketa, I launcbed my craft ami set 
foiil for 9t, Peter's. In three days I again arrived at Prairie 
du Chion. 1 tarried there a tew days endeavoring lo obtain 
a oompanioD, but finding no dug that was willing to accom- 
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'p^'i\y tne in my ecu It^m plated lour 1 flpnin eet snit and de- 
pnrt^d aliHiP. Tlie nver being crouJieil^ mid (be wind ctunge- 
ftble, 1 progiTRsei] slowly; Liit thero Leiii^ miinjf Irulinns on 
the river fowlirg and fiehiiig, I f:eneiallj' Lad one or hvi> on 
board, dtiHng ni^ passage tlii-on^'li llie Winnelngo nation, 1 
pn>cco(lcd thferCullj wnlil i bi'pini to draw near tlie Siniix 
tBrritorj\ a TinJiou of wliom I tnuw but litUo, and of trlK>se 
lan^ua^ I was entirely ignorant. 

My tivritu were nnw Roiru^wlmt df-pifseed ; lint, havinpf de- 
teniiineil to niiike lite timr at i^il 1ihi/^itl», and titiiling niMnj 
gnnijitt of flinguljirlj^'lonried luiinili, I kept on mj wnj. A llifi' 
penetrating lie Sioii:^ country some thirij irile^ I wan nincli 
Tfj-Hctd at IJTidiiig, near the river, a ncat-kFi-kinf* lop-lmniie, 
and WHS BtiU moro plcaflyd to find w'ithin it a pemironfi hearted 
KenUK'liiftn, wlio inei^tcd tliat I pbonld jmKnko ^tMiip bi>f])i- 
tftlity duri[i^ my pleiisnre. I confianleLl to r&mjiin with liini a 
few days, [ft* liad my Imat eec-ured, and ponreyed llie roti- 
lent* tu Ills bonse. Re beiiijr a permanent re¥.[c]en[ of fbe fur- 
eat, r was agrt^eably fiurprieed to find bim int<;lligei]t, and a 
good talker. His beds ard fin-nifure were not exactly each 
Ha those we gtneially lind in Kvninckj — Ibc f>imcr being 
COiTipo^od of ^ell dreE^od liiiflliloBkine ; lil^ hiblo of a etiih i^t 
pnncbeon, drceacd from ti larpjo colfon-wnod tree; bia ebaii« 
made of tbe aaine irmtevirtl (and in llo? f[>rin of M'lmt lie =rnd 
Keiitnckpjins ^^iiendly calleil nttmlii). Ilia hiKle nn^ well I'nr- 
iiialied wUb liidinTi biift'ber-knive^*! forks noi beln^r fjisliiormble 
in tbnt rej;ion, be bitd i1 is [sensed wilb I lie use ipf tbcm, Tlicro 
was pl^rnty cf fv-uK fieb. vpniflon, bojicy. bruad, arid pork, anJ 
he api:>fni"od tn be Iiftj^ry ^^^ contetitod. 

Wbi*n I in^^iLM^d bow be Iiajipvnfd to loeatp lompolf in 
fbat wild r<»(;iHi. be rt*[>!ied, tbnt be volunteered ns a ftoldier 
dniihg tIiu Bbirk'IInwk war, but llint, dinitijr Ids tertn *<f fii*r- 
Vrce^ be Wearne ciinvineed tbat Ijio Indlann WfVf an injined 
peotiV, Mi^ were treated witli injnr^tice, and be Iboiet^nt- de- 
leitnined to become acf^Tiaint^d witli tiieir true cHnrar-i^T. 
** DiiHoj; my term of perviet'," psiid be, ** I bnd an alTm*!*; ihf 
biboiH ftver fit Pi'iiirio rln Cbkm, wbere T becjinn' nrqimoitei 
wEtb a young Chi|^pe\s'a sqnaw, who treatt^d nie \\\\\\ an mneti 
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kirdaeas during my eickness, tliat I grew miicli atUcbed to 
lier. After the war, I sought and found her, and I took lier 
to be mj wifo, thinking Ibut I would Hvo witli ter a while, 
and then return to my friende in Kentackj, Wo coniiiienccd 
trap|)irig, at wLicb iha voa ver^ expert, and we were v^ry 
succce^fu]. 

" I floon became fund of trapping, but elill tbonght tJiat when 
1 had made a gaijd raiae, I would return to Kentucky, Af\er 
tliQ lapao of ono year, ray wifo proeontcd ute with a daughter; 
it was a bealthy ebild, and I eoon became very fond i>f it, I 
however did not yet think of remaining psrmaceiitly with 
her^ und when the diiid was hl\ months old, I made up my 
m!nj to go l>ack to my friends !n Keiitacky- 

'^I aold my fur to the American Fur Company for fonr 
hundred dollara^ and fumiflhed mj wife with bknbeta and 
such trinkete as fihe deeirod. I had never intimated to any 
ODO my intentiou to retniTi. I took my rifle and put it in 
good order, about Ike first of June. The morning that I had 
flet apait for my departure was a beautiful onG — the Bky was 
clear and bright, the bird^ in unnsnal nuuibera appeared to 
be locking around oui wigwam, and filled the air wiik their 
Bwccteet notes ; but inj mind was full of gloom, and my coun- 
tenance wore a shade of aadncsa. My wife discovered that I 
waa not bo cheerful as uaual, and inquired if 1 was unwell ; I 
forced a amile, and assured her that I was quite W3l], When 
I started, the baby began to cry, which was Bomething very 
miunual for it to do, T did not turn back ; yet, as I proceeded 
on tiiy way, I fancied that I liKard the child crying continual- 
ly, and before the evening of the third day, I became so miieh 
diatrcnecd that 1 made up my mind to return. That night I 
slept Boundly, and in the morning when I awoke, I fonnd my- 
aeU' Burtonnded by the eame birds that had -sung the song of 
my deparCnre; now they seemed to vie with eaeh other in 
sound* of nielody. I returned to my wigwam, and I never 
thought of leaving wife or child again. 

'' Shortly after my retnm^ I removed to Prairie du Chien, 
built a house, and commenced keeping a tarcm. 1 remained 
there three years, and succeeded well in busine^ ; but I did 
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not ci"j<»y ns mueb plt-fleiire ne I liiid f'>rmcrly CTijcyed in liid 
fireet, I lliyrylVe l«t my Iioii^e flud returned. I lov6 tlio 
forest^ find intend to VtvQ nnd die in it." 

Afier pns-sing ten drtys witli my Kentucky frittid (wlio de- 
sired tlint I KboidU rot iHC Ijis nniTie hi my diary on account 
of Lie rcliitivea, \vln>m lie rcprcaented flfi men of \vg\t etnnd- 
irg in Kcntiicby), L lanntlied my bunt, nnd eet siiil for St 
Poter^. I v^ia iiL?eanipflhiod l>y tiie aon <'t' my ln^pt, n boy of 
ten reiirs of nge, w]tL> spoke tlie Sious end Enclisli langnagea 
well ; ho was a HjjriirliLly yoiitli, nrd of much service {o mc 
ft« an iiilerpreler. On our nnivrtl at Pt. PeterX va JaiTied 
EcverHl dftvs to cAiimine <1iq tmiiijli i>f tbo t-nrrouiiding conn- 
try, hutf>nnd none in Uie bTimedinte vicinity. 

There being a paWy of Frcncli tra.d(>ra abont to ascend Hio 
St. I'cteKe river, X resolved to ^o witli liiem to examine a 
Singular p;ronp spoken "i' t»y De-coo dali, jih beinj- located in 
Umfle rG^'ioDfl. Tiia Imdcra Irnvelled in canoea propelled by 
poles Anil paddles. Tie wind being fnir» we }»aii*k'd sail nnd 
were smm mitof sight uf lliem. TVe lioweverRtill crowded sjiilj 
nnd tnnOc nboiit twenty-five ndlea tliat day, againat a strong 
cnrrent. In tbc evening wc landcil, eJniek n fire, and pre- 
pared onr enpper, after ^vhicb ibe boy ebonldered hiB rifle 
and went in pui'suit of some deer lliJit wo bhw feeding near 
tlie river abox-e ; nnd, in about an bonr, he returned with the 
Lams and t^kirk of a fawn. 

Onr cornjuiny not cuniintr np ibat evening, nnd tbe n ind 
Mill cniili[ming fiiir, tlie next inonnng wo agjiin set^nil. That 
day, Ibc coiTcnt not being bo etron^ na bcfoj-c, we tnade abont 
Uiirty-fivc miles, nnd discovered tbnt we were In Il^o neigb- 
borJufod c^f an Indian village. We came to anchor, strnct fire, 
and feasted on onr fawn. The next mormng, the wind not 
bein^ fair, my bi^y went to see if he coidd find ihe village; 
and. alwiul three bom's nfterwiird, he tctnnied with nearly r 
hundred Indiana, old and young; tbey were friendly, and ia- 
■vitcd me to tbeir village, Ibc chief leaving liia two daughters 
to tuhe unro of my boat. Tlio villago woe aomo two inileB 
fi'orn the river, and wna compneed of thirty wigwarae, 
"We were ho^phably etiteilained, and remained tUero over 
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Bi^lit. In th*3 iriominir tlie eliief and Boms otliers returned 
^vith ine tn the jilnce wliere we lind It'll the b(int. On ap- 
proaching ihfi river, we Jisc^fjvejed tlint the hoat whp gi^JiJc; 
aiii* en our ai'HviLl ot tlie spot, we perceived Ihat tbo Freiicli' 
men had catnpcd thei'o over night. Tlie old chief appeared 
to be Bomcwiiat nlarmed, Jind iinniodintely raiecd the "war- 
whoi>p; nnd in a short tinio twenty young wnrriorB were on 
the spot ; but wlille Le was giving dii-ections to them relative 
li> tlie cj'tii-se they should jiur&iie, looking down ihe river, T 
Baw^ nn Tndinn n^ntiiiig full speed lowatd us, Thu chief 
looke<I and said it waa Lia daughter; he then pansed in ei- 
Icncc nT>tiI ehe came tip to wliero wc were, and told iia that 
the hunt wna down the river; addfnjj^ th»t tber hoin^ nn- 
willing to remain with ihe Frenelnncn, had attempted to cms* 
the river, and seeing no paddles or onrs on hoard, snppi^sed 
the boat wiis propelled hy ihe helm. After lier story was in- 
ttrpretcd to me, iill bm-flt out ni a lond laugh, except the glil ; 
eho appeared to be mnch displeased Ihat hci" mlefoHmie 
Ehould be made Che subject of memment, "We, however, all 
went down to the boat, and Ibttnd the other girl eittin;:; in it; 
the wind now blowing fjiir up etream, T prevailed on the girla 
to remain on boaiil, Jind then unfurling eatli we returned; 
the girls now in tum« commenced laughing at tboso on ehore/ 
telling tliem that thcr/ could afford to ride, " but you are poor 
and compelled tn walkV^ 

After we reached the landing, the old chief informed mo 
that ill three dajs they Bhotild hold a trirnnphal war-dance^, 
and invited me to attend, I consented to do so. Ho then 
ordered a family to raise a wigwam, and laVe charge of my 
boat, and his order was jmmediattly obejed- I iiiquired 
through my inteqireler whether there were any mounds in 
that neighborhood. He told me there were some up the river, 
not far distant, and tlmt there were many of them, and that 
next day he would Bhow them to me. 

Early the next morning the old chief and about twenty 
others aeeompaiiied me to Ihe B]3ot, I soon discovered the 
title moarid of the BInek Tortoise (Cnt E), and commenced 
taking ita dimenBions, aided Ly my boy, They all nppearod 
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fistouialied at lliis, looking in silence at eat-h otLer, in araaza- 
ment; when I diecovered tLeir Burprise, 1 drew froro my 
pocket a plat that I had previonslj' di-awn from tbo descrip- 
tion I had received from De-coo-dah of tliis groups and ita 
correepondenee with tlie group before ua seomed to iiiereafle 
their astoDishinenl, Tliey viewed it with great interest, and 
one oF the chief & danghlers ext'laimed^ ""We-ru-cnn-ne- 
gah,^' which le the name nf an old Indiain nrtJHt of whom I 
shall treat hereafter. "When I rolled up my draft, the old 
chief inquired if I had been there before; beirg answerod in 
the iief^fltive, he resumed, " AVhora did yon BCe a group ao 
rnach like the one before ae V^ 

I then informed him how I had obfaine^ it. When he 
heard the n^me of De-coo-ddi, his eyes hrightetied, and his 
eoiii]tenanc0 flashed wiiii joy. I lold him, tlirongh my inter- 
preter, that De-coo-dnh was my friend, aad wat< yet living. 
He then aided mo cheerfully in talking the dimeuBiona of the 
outiro group; the next day ho eondncted mo to aeveral treaty 
monnda [Cut O), and one large battle-barinl mound. Ho 
*eemed to look npon all of them with poraonal indifference, 
walking over and upon them, ae though he I'egarded not their 
aae or conlenta. 

On the evening of the third day, a company of twenty war- 
riors arrived at Ihoir vUIagOn They had lately retanied from 
a scout among the Chippewae, with whom they were at war. 
They boro a trophy, over which they designed that night to 
hold a war-dance ; it was the ekm of the entire head of an 
apparently old Cliippewa squaw. This Bcene appeared tobft 
an intcreBling one to thetn, many lodiane, male and female, 
fantaatically painted, coming in at interval alt day from tho 
nci^hbonng bands. 

The ekiu was BEuScd with m^rse and leave?, and wae per- 
fectlj dry. In the evening they built aeveral Sroa in a circle 
and formed a ring, in the centre of which the captor stood, 
Bnd harangued ttioao aroimd, with a lond voice and vehement 
geBtures, holding in one haud a blood-fitained knife, and in 
the other the trophy. At the close of hta harangue {which 
OGEsiatcd of a repetition of the wronge or insoltg impoaod 
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npon or oflered t^ tUo nation ty tbo cnotny^; willi n Tiolent 
e^i»'t lie dashed tlie trophy to ttie esirlli, braiLfli^bin^ hii knife 
in Urn air, and going through Uie gesiurea of a scnfile, or 
figlit; lie tlioTi kicIteJ tlie l.riiplij to tlie ring, wliere it waa 
received and klcktd back to tlie centre, f<.fl!owefl by on ludi- 
an fiom the lin^, who after giving in Inrn ihrougb tbe gestnrefl 
of a H^IjIi, kicked it back tu tbe ring againi, where it vtm again 
and again received and returned until all had kicked it; in 
the meantime war Bi>rj;ft nnd dancinpwere going; on aronnd 
llie rfng, aecompiinied \virL the most vehement geetnres by 
eneh of the eaptoTs who in turn entered llie ring. When all 
Lad llnifl iriTiulled t!is tnjpby, it wua eeixed l<j ibfi original 
captor, and thrown about fi'om one to the other, amidst tbe 
most hi>rnhle Bhiiekp, and finally it waa trampled npon until 
it was TfKvsheJ fiat; it was then attain taken by thu captor 
who intf'jdnced a small leather hn^ of povrdei" among the re- 
maininf^ nit-ss and leaver, and after thc-y liad Gurrtmnded a 
fire by j*jinirig bands in a circle, he tlir&w the trnpby into tbe 
fire; ihey [:oiitinucd daticrinjr until tbe explosion took place, 
aud tLen retired in c<.iafusioti, amidat tl:e mtrat iiidescribable 
whoops, eliriekp, and yells. In tbe morning I retnrned to my 
boat, and found cvcrjlhing sate, 

Having found the funoral moiind tfiat I was in search of, I 
resolved to go ro fm-ther at that time. Tbe wind, however, 
blowing np stream, I remained all that dny at anchor. In 
tbe evening waa presented bj' an Indian with a rifli treat of 
Loney in tlm comb, for ^tbich I gave the donor a few trinkets. 
Tbe next morning, the wind proving fair, we descended the 
river. We remained one day at St Peter's, and then at- 
tempted to fiBcend the MieeiasJppi, Wo proceeded to the 
falls oFSt, Anthony- I there eoneluded to leave my boat in 
charge of Tny boy, and employed three Indians with a canoe 
to ascend further, for tlie purpiwe of discoverinn;, if possible, 
the burial group of tha b!x kinga. Aftej' a diligent eearcli 
of six days, we encccedcd In finding it. (Letter T, Cut 35.) 
I took the diincneione, position, exact location, &c., of the 
gi-OLip, and rer.urned to inybont; then weighing anchor, wo 
floated slowly down tbe stream, frequently stopping to os- 
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amine the adjacent country, Thia bears in general a i^irgU 
and broken flppearitnce, and does nnt appear capable of kii«- 
tftiiiinp, by agriciiliursil piii-BiiitN, a dttiBB jn»pi]l!ition. Tu de- 
scending tliu river, between Ibe falle aud tlie bike, I dis- 
covered niat:y niounda en Lofb £ideB; tliese "were piincipnlly 
treaty arid bkltle-buiia] iiiomids> It is woilbj of renmrk that 
at or about tl»e junction of Ibc MJEsi^ifpi of eacli of ite Inrpcr 
tribatftrj" Blrenme, fioni (be fulls (>{' St. Anlbuiiy lo tbe Obio 
river, tliero appeiira ttticicutly (o Imve been a den^e popula- 
tion diawTi tbilber^ aa is prid>al>le, by tbe advanla^ea encli 
poinU present for fi-sliin^ and bunting. 

^'ear ilie junction of tbe river ST. Cmis, on tbe ea&tem 
^btire of tbe ilieei&aippii we discovered nn appaiciillj uiitin- 

led group of tnmidi repvepenlinf; nn aninml witli liorna re- 
Bcnkblin^ Iboee of an ox, witli itniini^hcd f^i'cli;^^ fm eeeii in 
Ciit L, K"o. 2*>, t^igeiber witb a small cii"cidar enibaiilinient 
lliat was foimed liy tbiowing tbe eaiili frim ■rcilMn ; fbis em- 
bankmtint nieasuieil furl^' feet in diaructur, and yvi\^ crbivnttid 
four feet alw?ve tbe siufnce of tbe BurroiirjdiDg earib ftitbout; 
the eartb withni ht'ing: ecooped out to tbe depth of f^.mi" feet in 
the centre, formbi^ it bowl or ba^in eigtit feet in deplb. Tbe 
third wflfl a lurpr, flat embankment, seen at Fig- 4, Cut Zy JTo. 
41, elevated to the height of kix feat at the cfLfit end, and pre- 
senting an oval sinface twelve feet west, presenting lliue far 
tbe iit^ual finish of a national nionumenlal riioniid, but gi-ndu- 
filly ^eaceuding tbeuce to ibe we^t, bearicir at diJLt pubit an 
elevation of two fuefc. Tbe unfinJaJied condition of this gronp 
6Cr\ea to explain tbo iiietLod of construclicn, atid, perhaps, 
enables us to ncconnt for the nnnenal eiiUditj" and finuiess of 
the earth, wbicli always characterizes tbe national monnmeut 
TDcund. It is probable that after tbe embankment Lad l>cen 
raised ta the lieigfit of several feet, the opeiatiuea carrying 
small portions of earlb, nscended at one end of the monml 
and walked to the other lo depoaile their loatl, tbertliy park- 
ing and hardening tbe eartb under their feet, during tbe en- 
tire process of coaatniction. 

We are of tbe opinion lliat tbe MifiBissippi, fi-om tbo kte to 
St, Peter^s, was anciently, and for a long timej tbe boundary 
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line between two warlike nations^ from Iha fact tbat on either 
side of the rivor may be seen large battle bii rials. We hI&o 

incline to tlio bcli^if that the tifltiou on tlie eoal tide were the 
conquororsT fJ"om the fldditiuGal fact^ that ilie gryalest number 
of treaiy-mouods nre found on thnt siJe of tlie fltream; and 
from tlie fx-etjuent apjieaiaiiceof imfinUbed groups ue are led 
to Uiecon4:lusioQ thiit iLo extiuclion of a natioa wae consum- 
mated in tlkja region. 

At tLe lalco I formed an acquaintance willi several half 
breed Indians, wbo accompanied nie on a visit to flume 
monnda in Ibat neighborLood, wbich bad been previously da- 
Bcribed ki me. On our arrival at tbe epct, 1 found that the 
deflcrijitiuti Lad been accurately given. 

I paased some ten days in Ibe esaminalion of the lake shore 
and ite vicinity, I tbiiud ao^'cral un^niahed groups^ one of 
wLicb nearly resembled tbo one which I have already do- 
ecribed. It contained the repreBcntation of an animal similar 
to thnt represented in Cot L (excepting that tbe hind leg of 
the latter iH injperfect). TJlh circular enjbaukrnent wan twea- 
ty-five feet in diameter, with an elevation of ozdy two feet, 
formed by throwing np the eartli from within, there being no 
apparent removal of carih from wKhoiit I opened this cir- 
calai- embankment in three places, but fonnd no indications 
of any depoaite. I then ennk a Lola in the centre to tha 
deptli of live feet. Eighteen inche* Ihelow tbe surface, I 
parsed through a stratum of ashes, of about four incbes io 
ttiiokucf^, mingled wllh small partidee of charcoal and pori^na 
earth. Beneath this stratum, I found nothing but tbe native 
earth. 

On a high pinnacle overlooking the lake, I discovered an 
nnfiniahed embankment of one Lundred and oighty-fonr feet 
in lengtli, tbe east end being thrown np six feet in height, 
and twelve feet in hreadlh, regularly formed for Beventy foet, 
then gradually tih'piug to tbe weatj to tbe htigbt of three foet 
Bud breadth of aeven feet at ita webtem terminatioDj with an 
uneven eniface. 

I also discovered, on a conepicnons point of a high hlnff 
weat of tbe lake, a 6at embankment one hundred and thirty 
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feet square, with an oval mound on tbe top, having an deva- 
tioQ of fourteen feet, the flat embaiikmont b^^itig two feet and 
ft hair high. On einking a epoJe in the smull iiiounJ, I dia- 
covcrcd tlint it ^as compoeed of nelicsj email parllcke of 
chfli'coal, and Bflrid fiimiiar to thetfonnd tn the lake Lliiff. 

Here vaa Bornethincr novel, in the jira^ri-wi: of iMy diecov- 
ei-it8, and I re&olved to jirohe it to the foiindalicr, in Uio an- 
ticiijatiLin of finding some precious relic of ftntlqaity. Tiirow- 
ing off my leather coat and H'lling np nij sleeves, I began to 
throw up the annd and n6hoe with more tbnn llibemiaii ardcr, 
and very mnch to the amuecment of my Indian friende, wIjo 
aat grinning flronnd me. TIjc di^'ging wna yaey^ snd I made 
rapicl pnjpresfc. On tonung t*j a level with (he ll?it enihauk- 
nient, I difii^ovcred tijat it was formed of olaj niilike an; ia 
the vicinity, aronnd the email monad ; and yet, in smfeing, I 
discovered no change in tbe centre* 1 became yet more ex- 
cited, hat being mneh falipjed with my labor, I retired to 
the shade of a small tree winch grew near by to rest, myself; 
and, whiJe silting there, wondering within myeolf whut tlie an- 
tieipiited reliy would prove to be, an nged Whruelmgo equaWj 
whom cnriofiity had drawn to the p|K)t, asperded tl;i! mound to 
view the excavation. She ehouk her blanket, and apjiroached 
mo; and, perceiving that I was fatigued, aha presented to lue 
a bladder tiKcd i^'ith wUiekoy, and desired mc to drink. I 
dmnk spariuglj-, oad returned to my labor. She fuUcwed me 
to the pit, and looking into it, ghe thus aJdreseed me — ** Ah, 
liow-ahe-mo-ko-mor, wah-wonk; cow-ean shU'rah ; ehe-mo-ko- 
mon, Bketch-nh-wnW'Wonk ;'' heing interjireted, '* Ho, while 
itian, you are a fool! There ia no money there. "Wliite man, 
you are a voiy gi-ent fool 1" and elie went away, amid peal* 
of langhtcr from the enrronadirig groiip. J, however, con- 
tianed digp^ing until I struck the surface of the eurroundtng 
earth, hut witliont discovering any doposifo, or any change of 
aoih I tlien penetrated the flurffiCB-6<jil to tbe depth of two 
feel; when, finding no charge nor indieation that the earth 
had been funneirly moved, 1 abandi^ned my u neat iefnc lory 
laboi-e, and returned to nij hojit. Tfiere, to my great jnyi I 
f^und my oJd friend and adopted father, De'coo-dah ; and the 
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fatigues i>f lie day were aoon forgotten, m recounting to liim 
my Ddvcntores. He Tnat)it\;eied eome dieplcB^ure e.i my mode 
of cxnitiiiiiUion of tLq irKiimJi^, snd reqiiesteU in« not u^fk\n to 
dUlui'b tUa ashes uf the vlGcid. I Ct>uh rp loy fipai3L% and div 
liSeiiitely tlii-bw it into the Inlic ; &[id lie tbeii im mediately 
became cheerful, and we emol^ed tog^tLtr tiie pipe of frimul- 
eliip. 

He remained with me for a few dflvs, and I leartied tbat 
lie iuleniltd to visit a CLijijitJWft friend. He risked wliere I 
dcBigneJ to tpend ibe wiufei', I iiifurmGd Vun iliat I pi-o- 
posed to trade willi tlje Winnebpgoes, and alioold locate niy- 
■elf neur the jiinctitm of Ri>it livtr wil!i ihe MiesinsippI; and 
tiien I invitvd lilin to pus* llie wiiilt^r willi lue. He njiid that 
Le cuuld 1x3 of liUle eerrice to me in trading, I told liiui that 
it WflB not Lia servicer, but hia compnny tliat I dtsiri^d. He 
gave uiv Iiiind a cordial pqnceze, und said, '^I \vitl come," 
He then went away, and I set E&iL for the roeidcrico of my 
K^'Tilueky friend, and iwo daya aflerstard^ landed at Lie 
Loas«. 

After pascmg a few days with Mm, I again set tail for 
Prairii.* dii Clii('n, nt wliioli pldce 1 laid in winter st*»r«j, em- 
ployed a French man aa jin flBsir'tant, aiid retiuned Ui an 
island a little below Root river. We procured a yoke of cat- 
tle to aid m in huUdirg a cabin ; and when our cabin waa 
completed, we opened trade with the IndianE. 

RETUHN OP DE-C0O.I>An. 



In tliree days after we liad opened trude^ De-coo-dith sr- 
rived. I w»,* not a little rejoiced at liis epeedj rtttun ; for, 
notwithstanding, he had nlretidy communicated to iiie nmny 
traditions, I had since discovered many gro{i|«, rce^>ccting 
which r had no traditional knowled^je. 

De'eoo-dah now iuf^inied mo tiint Gt ft very early Q^e he 
received the title of Mocklnp-Bird (in the langnage of hia 
furftfalfiern, De-coo-ilHli), in consennoTice of beinp Rhie to 
apeak flnentty Sve Inn^na^ee ; and, tiiat from his inlwnrrv, l»a 
had been in the haUt of migiiitiag from nation to mLtiu;t; 
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tliat lie clnimod no lineal kinOred with any nalior dow In ex- 
iflttonce, but WI19 a descendant frurn the Elk natiun, ncv ex* 
tirict: t1t»t (hoy wc-re A iniKtitl iiuiion, rliiiniiiig debfreiit frum 
tliirse anL'itiiit AiiitiinLim. llm iiiLiuiid-bulldt'i'N ; nwtl llnit Lliuir 
Imdilione were eacrttlly kej>t by llieir propliole, tram a fantily 
of wiioui lie was dcsctfndvd. 

Du-cou djiL wnB of l*»w Btatiire, nnnsnalty broad acrrsB tlic 
ih<julik'i'a and bruHBt^ hh cuinpEtrKiou Eonieuhat darker tban 
tlio \V[rintbai;n, witli a lur^fG rnonili and tlioit cbin ; liie liuilw 
wtrt' Wk?ll-in'iHHtrIiii[K?c], and lie puBst-Bsed umlnmitcjd oour[i|jc'_ 
1 fiirnmbed bim witli fuod hiiiI glieller friim tlie inclt^menc^' 
of two fevci'o winlci-s, and bo, lu rohnn, im]>aitL'd to nie 
many tradhioas iiut Held or kntjwn bj Jadbiits uf tbc pieaent 
Ago. He rt?mainGd sovernl moTithG witU me befirc be Bpobe 
of traditii.tne, ue.lu^ marty strafajfema to aecojlain wbetlier I 
wafi tni^twortky or Tiot, Af^ui' saCistyinj;^ biniSQif nn tbat 
pointy Le inliodnced llie Hnbjcct of trsidttiona, by luking of 
me wbelber wliite men beld trndilion sncrtd. It*jld liirn Lhat 
Boaie wliite men iKiSBt^aed sitrt^ts wbicli Iht-y did net tell tA> ulb 

lie ttien infunned me tbat the aacieat Americans bad na- 
lionai Becretfi wliich Ibey lieM sacred, and tlmt iLeee were 
bandud duwn from ^caoj-ation to gcnernlii^D throngb Ibo 
propbcle, wbo were thas enabled, tbrongb tLeir enpei-iof 
knowleiJ^'t*, til do many wondeifol tbbi^. He said tbat it 
vas onee a iiniveniiil oii^tncii ik^>serv4-d Ly all l}\ii iiHtions, Ut 
conaame tbc bndic* of tbe dead witb fire ; bnt tbat, at a cer- 
iHin tiai*-, in ancipnt diiya, a gn?at natiuji fmni ^ibom bin 
lalber& descended^ flflsc^nibled to celebi^ate tbe obBec[uieB of a 
great and pood king, and wLile tbcy wore engaged in burn- 
ing bia body, the 6ua refused to sbiae^ althmr^ti tJiere yras not 
a cdond lo be eeen ; in conec^jncnco of wliicb event tbu 
pro|ibete piuaed a decree^ tbat kirge ebc-nld tbeneefortL be 
meinoialized whliout fli^e. And tlton, be add&l, "*rho monnd 
ytin o|jenod at tbe bkke contained Ibe Aislies of Ihoiisnnds." 
Ha 8aid, too, tbat it whs a cubtum for tbe friends or relatives 
of Hie deceased, after (be burning of tbe l*dy, to give a fenat; 
aiid tbat tlie casroin of feaetiiig at tbe dpfltli of a rel^^live con- 
tiiiuud long afEcr tbat of Umiing tbu body bad tuascd. 
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He llien oLserveil thnt bia nncestora bad fipjkcn of nn an- 
unAl-leatit, t]ii\t bad not bueii ol>aei'ved wilLiu tbeir lilcttuiQ ; 
and tbat bis great-gmndfiitlier waa one Uiindred ard fifteen 
yemti old, mid dii;d wben he, De-coo-dah, waa eleven years 
t/f'age, ''I am row," Buid lie, ^'paeeirg tbrougb my eigbtj- 
nintb winter. My great graTjdfuiber bad a grtat reverence 
for iDounde; and said, tiiat a new mon^kd wua erected at 
eaeb natioDul festival; that rjilionnl festivala wei'e frequently 
a^tcinded and held in union by several nations; and lliat at 
ibe place appointed for llio&c union festivals, eacb nation 
erected a national monument fligtiificant of tbeir iiumSer and 
dignity,'^ 

I Uien inquired of bim, wby tboec feafite were not beld ia 
lliu days of bia innnediate aneeetoi's} He replied, ibat long 
anterior to tbe davfl of liis fatliere^ El general war had been 
wtiged among tlie natlone, of lon^ contimLanee and blijody 
character, in consequorice of wbich tliose f*iafita were iie^ 
lected, until tlieir observance became obsolete. liaving 
told nie tliiis much, be elouldei^d bia rilie and Idl me aiouo. 

I imTnediaEely committed to writing tbe eubsfance of our 
convereation; and fcolin|»: much intcrceted in the rehearsal of 
thuae tradilioue, I detennined lo draw from bim all the in- 
foi'Tnntion that I could respeeting this matter. 

Ifaving ]irevi(mBly, iii oompsmy with Mr. Taylor, of the 
Iniid-oflii^e at \f iiscoila, made drawings of Fonie lingular eni' 
bankmeuta in tbe vicinity of that place, I laid tbeni before 
Pe-coo-dab,nnd wm not a little astoiiiehed at bia description of 
form, position, locution, ie. 1 bad also many ot)ier drafts, taken 
in various places remote from eacij other, wbioh 1 showed to 
him at varioiia timea, lie generally gave jne the traditional 
history of each grunpon pre^teutation, navirig taken but one 
draf^ of eath sirTiilar group, it wan truly wonderfnl to eee with 
w bat ease be could dlBtingui&b tbeir various ai-rangementtf, 
and account for their peculiiU'itiea of form, location, and gene- 
ral design. 
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IMJLCAMATTOS MOrND, 



THIS remarliftlile e»rtli-work la Bituated on Uie northern 
liijili laiul oftlie WieconBir nver, flbout fifty milca above 

It ietrnditiotially rcprcaoTiteti tolia^e bec^n coiiBtnictcd oa a 
DAtionat liieroplyphic rocoi'd, to comn]enir>rate ar important 
event in ifie history of two ancient nations. These nationp^ 
once great itnd powerful, had become grefltlj rcJoccd in 
nuinlierh and resoiu't-ea l>y LLe adverst fi>rLnnc6 of war agiiirist 
a common enemy. Being no longer in a condition to main- 
tain BopamtoEy t}keir national exietcnce, tliey resolved to unite 
tliair forces, subject to ono great Jicad or Sovcrcit!n Eulcr. 
And tiiiB oarrb-worTc was coiiatnieted as tbe preat seal and 
hieroglyphic record of their nnion and amnl^mation. 

It ift bnlU on t]ie finmtnil nf ihe highest peak in the vicinity 
of itfl Itrcation^ and ominandH an eAte[^aire view of the mir- 
rcmndmg coantrr. It occupies a position which Las a eingn* 
Inr natnrnl f<>rmntion ; the highlflnde, whoee goncral course is 
Cflet and west, mnke nt this poirt a eharp angle to tlio south ; 
flud, after ninning about three fonrthfl of a mile in that direC' 
lion, gradually cnrre to the west, preserving a uniform 
whkh, and giving fn Ihe whole the ap|>eRrance of having 
"been artificially constrncted; presenting a slightly oval sur- 
face of aboDt ei^ht poles in widtli at the bose^ and having 
precipitous declivities on either side. 

But notwithstanding the interest which the natural pecn- 
liftrities of this place posaeea for the observer, the remarkable 
rnemorial which occupies it U far more interesting and im- 
porfanL, presenting in outline the forms of two gigantic beasts, 
tugethur with a welhdt'lin^^ated human efligy. 

The iigurca of ^nimalB, thrown \ip largo aud full^ lie in an 
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efiBt atkd wcat line, meaaitrmg, on tho centre of tho summit, 
one Lundred and sixty feot in kngtli; Bcparat«d in tbe centre 
"bj a conical mound of twonty-lwo feet in diameter at the 
base, and eiglit in perpend icnlar altitude, as seen in the ap- 
pended cut of tlie anialgflniation inuund. The front porLion 
of thia work has a bioo of nmo feet, will a general elevation 
of ihroo feet. The binder part liaa a base diameter of 
eighteen and a perpen die alar altitude of sis feet, prcfienting a 
siaooth and oval Burface ; ft projection from tbia part of tbe 
■work running eastward, eight feet in length, maj be easily 
Buppoe^d to repi'i^Bent a failf and another projection ronning 
to the noiith, eighteen feet, forma a leg. To this leg is at- 
tached a aingularlj'rormed earth-work, eiglty feet in length, 
and eigbteen in ita gieateet breadth, gi-aduallj becoming nar* 
rower and lower, from an aUitudo of aix feet, until it tcnnin- 
atce &t a point in connection with the imn^innry foot of the 
beast, "We may here remark that this eingular Bpecies of 
earlh-work la treqnently met with, in conneettnu with other 
works in Tllinoig, Iowa, and Wisconsin, but is never found 
ifiulated or entirely olune ; and is, generally, of amaller di- 
mensions (ban thia. 

On cither aide of tbe union monnd,or central work, there is 
ti truncated mound of cightocn feet in diameter at the base, 
and ail feet in perpendicular altitude. Tliese moimds bav« 
ilat Bumtnlts, and bear the maika of fire, in the presence of 
bits of charcoal, mingled with eartli and aBlJea, to tbe deptb 
of aliout fourteen inches. 

From the brenet of the animal effigy, another elevated pro- 
jection rune eoutli, twenty-two feet, terminating in a Bmall 
conical mound twelve feet in diameter at ita base. 

Immediately west of thia projection, tliere ia a Budden con- 
traction which gives form to lie neck of the fifi^ure, and con- 
necle with a flat, oval swell, Horaewhat resembling the form 
of an egg» from wliich proceeds a representation of boma, 
witb branching anllers, as ^bnwn in the diagram. The main 
etcm of the fi-ont horn is eigbteen feet, while the other, which 
inclinoe backward, is only twelve ; th'c longcat antlers are six 
feet, and the shortest three feet in length. 
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In conncclioTi with tliis imflginnrj licfld, n an earthwork 
rtiniiing sontliT one hiimlrecl and sixty feet, and about three 
feet in lieiglit, vhioh we reor^gtiise qb a linninn efflgT, with a 
bnsc dianieler of ten feet «ciohs the hreftst, and eight Hcross 
the loins ; with one arm sonjewlint eluVHterl, and the other in 
a declined position. This work, at its aoiilhem extremity, ia 
attached to another whicli iiina pArallol wUb the main 'n'oik, 
on an oast and west lino, ci^jhty feet in ]er**tbT and twenty- 
Beven in baeebrefldrh^havitig an Altitude of fii>: ff^et; nnd farther 
east^ in a line with thia IflBt-nientinued worlc^ are seven crnicnl 
mounds, th^ cenlnil nf wliii^h ia the largfHl^ Imvirg n hose di- 
ameter of twenty^aeven feet, and a i-ierpenJio-nlar nltitude of 
Bix< Tlie monnds on either side of l.hia central one diminish 
pradimKj in siae, to the east and west, contracting tbo basC' 
diamctor atioiU threo foet, and dhniriieliing in height one foot, 
at each remove from the centre, terminating at Cftch oud in a 
mound of eighteen feet ba^e, and three liigh. 

Ilaving thua given a brief description of the superficial 
form and dlinenRions of tbin remarlvable relic of the ancient 
world, wo now proceed to give its tmditjonal, liieroplyphical 
import, as receii'cd from Dc coo-dali» an aged Bon of the for- 
est, wlio (as I lia^e before slated), represented himself ae a 
descendant fi^om, and ono of the la^t reniajnin^ relics of the 
ancient Elk niiti^n, iniw extinct. He represented lliat notion 
as one of very ancient orif^in, and as descended from a tribe 
of the inonnd-bnildera which had long befura been swept 
away by the tide of war. IIo often interested me in his re> 
licarsal of tLo Iraditionary history of their wars and slnigglcft, 
and tlie cansea which Jed to tlieii' Snal diBporeio7). ending in 
their total extinction n^ a nation, at the fall of their last king, 
or abeolnte sovereign, traditionally known under the name of 
De»co-la, tlia Great, 

Belore giving me in detail, the traditional eipJanntion of 
the import of tliis remarkable earth-work (from a drawing of 
the premises I had previously made), Le told me, that when 
tliia great continent was inhabited only by the wild man, 
game was abundant, and easily taken ; so that ho having 
-much leUure, ^rrote bia history on the ground ; that a knowh 
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•A liv trwHtJon, ami 
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ntcU liv tUe g^rnJuAl erectioti of vatioua gixiiipa of Iijt*ix>glj'|j1ii- 
CJil enrtli-woiltB, commemoratircof imli<.'iial ev'eiits, tiilirs, liig- 
iiity, r'^>ya1 mnriiflges, roval birlbs, viilorons acLi^^vcuiente, 

** This work,'* said lio, ^Ms more ttin^ilflr and complicated 
ill IEb ort.[tfr and furm limn mi>st otijtra known tJ trtditiur, 
lieing Uie Inst hierHglj'ji! ileal relic of inlerratJoTiftl sacnfice.*' 
But few k>catiuna were to Le fimml shictlj ai3ai)tt;d lo llie 
constmctioti of tlioae woika, a Inw Imving been univerpRll/ 
recopiiscd by tbe moiind-biiilcloi's, tbat iiAtiorial aacriiices 
6iio«ld only lie ofitiftrd on iby liEj^liast pinnacle r>r llie adjacont 
rq^ii^n ; wliile anotlicr Ihw impj-ised *>n all that assisted to 
rear tlie mound of Amalgnirmliiin, an nbUgation lo obflerve, in 
Goiistriiclioii of tlie Ijicmglyjiliicitl figure, an estst ami weet 
Jlnef tUc position occupied serving as u general kej to tbe de* 
BJgn. 

The liierofrlvpbicfll ffci"""?, wb&n tbna cniiBtniptj?d on an 
east and wtret line, wns einlilemiuical ol'tlis rite oi fall gf iia- 
tlonfl, as prefigured In llie TitAnti and setting bihl 

The frfint or liead of llie lignre [luinting tu llio west, wag 
recognised ae a monmnenta] atal ti> the departed power ni^d. 
petting eiin t»f tlufie wlio reared the monnmeut ; and the ajune 
fi;^nre reveracd, en" luuking toward the ca?t, would have tvpi- 
tied a nation's prciftpcrihna e^^tnte ard rising Eim, 

The hicroglvpiiical human fij^nre, bcin;^ of Rqoal len^tH 
with the coiiihineil niiiinal effi^iG?, reeoi'da thoir tiniled or 
enrcen[rn.led powerj aiid^ fiiclng llie meridian snn, in the pn- 
aitiod of its greatest Etrongth, disclaima the acknowledgment 
of any superior nntionni power on eartli. 

Thus Itc anciei^^ inound-hnilder could read tbe naLlonal 
prosperity and dignity of Jjis ancestors, in the position ob- 
served ill tho conelnictio!! of their woike; wliile the btnlv, or 
ports of rha body, not only record tlioir name, but also per- 
petuate die knowleilge of tbe ancient exiateitce of nations 
lon^ extinct. 

llomB appended lo efRgiea represent warriors. One bom 
being longer than the otLor, showa oDe nation to Lave been 
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tlie strnro;er nf tlie Iwi*; ancl one Iinrn Imving mora pTtirga 
tlmii iha oclie.r, ^f^|^feent^ one nation ;ls linvjng more celebra- 
ted chiefd than tlie otiier, wMIo fiome pmngA, being longer 
llian tlio (illicifi, i"cpre9ent Bome cf tlic grcfltcr Bnd more dia-' 
linguialied clitcfri. Tlio fi'ont lioi'n pertaining tt> Ifio front 
effigy, in this nniin*rempnt, bcfira record of llio snpeHor 
pdwer of the front ur tending n&tiun at tlie date of Ainalgstma- 

Tlie central work, in which the two hodiea on itp, record ■ 
the union %r ninnl^'iiniJiIion of the twi> nations ; and, not only 
thiSi^ btit at the time I vii^jlod tlie work, it bore tlio nnnilo- 
tnV^able record of more than four contiiries, which had f^one 
hy since its cfinstmclionj in tlio presenc^e of a Btnt**lv oolc 
firinlj rooted hi its boHom. (Tho tree )ii\h since bi*fn removed 
and converted into shingles; unci, in 1844. it formeil acRnopy 
over Uie drunken revela of Miiscoda.) Tliis oak niimhered 
fonr hundred and Iwonty-fonr conecntric linee ofprowili. Its 
wide-apread bongha gave a worthy ehado to the proud memo- 
rial of a vanished imiion. 

Tlie tnincnied wortu on eillier aide of (he ttnion mound, 
were naerifieJal aliai'a, on wfiicli national Paerifiee waB annu- 
ally offered, and hore record of tlie nnion. in eacriiicial eer- 
vice ; on tlicae nUara wei-e offered by tii-e tiio l»cnrt of the elk, 
and Ifae heart of flie buffalo^ Ibe aynihola of the two nations 
desi|^ned to he roprepontod in this work ; and tho firee wero 
kept htirning nnttl tlie smoke from bo ih nltan* iiniled in oi^e 
colilTnn over the union monnd and at^cended, bearing ttie Tn^ 
cense of RACrltiee (o the s\m^ vhich nas ia those daya the 
primary object of sacriUcial adoration. 

That the enn, moon, and fllate, were regarded n? objecte of 
woi-pliip by the monnd-hiiilderP, ia evident from tlio fiiet that 
lutnnlur effigies, r&[^reeenfinp Ibose linninanefl, are found in 
relative ponnecticiiT on the hi^h land of tlie Klckapo^ in Wia- 
conmn, and in grniipa and isolated positiijos at varioua other 
p/natfl whero mounds aboi^nd ; but the strongest coirolxira- 
tive tcfitim'tny is unpplied by the fnct that to tlie depth of 
fourteen incliee benoath the albivialfl timt now cover thoae 
altaiB^ the evident impi'e^s of tire ia eeen in Uie remains 
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of burned earlli, dmi'coal, and osltoa; tljoii^li on tlte rr\0Bi 
oriLlcal examiiiRllrjn, in a. lung Beriea of excavatlunB, I 
could dUcov-er do bucL deposlLa in an/ otlior poition of the 
voiks. 

The eartli of which those sacrificial alUra are compofled dif- 
fora in tufttuTO or matorial from tliflt of tho remniriiiig poN 
tion of the vroL'k, which Is f^rmod of £OJl Bimilnr to that of 
the odjacent region ; tlio altai-a are funned in mingled strata 
of Band, grfluel^ and yellow cl^jj wi^h tlie exception of the 
upper stratum, which in tlie altflp on the north siiie, is formed 
of a ton gh earth reHomhlirg pipe-clay, of alight color, min- 
gled with ashes and cha^i-coal ; while that on tlio south ib of a 
bhic caat, with a eiitiilat mixture. 

I will now proceed to a more minute traditional deacrip- 
tion of the h iyi'oijlyjthical import of the human figure aeeu in 
connection with tbe gi'cftt effig}'- This figure being equal in. 
lengtli ti] t]\Q uniteiit lengths of both the animals, reprusenta 
Bud records the Blrenglb of both nations united in one body; 
and hnv[n<' the feet attached to a natioiial embAukmeut of 
even leni^lhwilh the body to which itia dii'ectly attachQd» 
records tho union of natiouality aa centred in that body, and 
giving name to their future nalionfllicy. 

The let^ arm^ pertaining to the bnSaTo, in its dcclcnaion 
and conneelion with tlie foot of tlie elk, is emblemnticnl of 
the reaignation of aforrner national name; and, bnth being 
attached to one nalional eeal, record a voluntLiry and willing 
unions uliilo the uplifted right arm, pertaining to the elk, 
records Ills reserved aoverelf^nty nnd ripiit Co rule. 

The GinguUr earlL-work, traditionally denominated th& 
mound ft f evtincijoti, jio\nt\Tig to the buffalo, Eh ows the ex- 
tinction of his nationality. 

The Bcvon truncated nioimds running east fj'oin the national 
inonud, are traditionally represented to bo m-atrimojiiol 
ni^morude^ recording the international marnagea of seven 
Gbiefe, which occnrriid during the erection of the work. The 
central malrimonial memorial bein;:; the largoat, and ita loca- 
tion in tlie midal, oommemorateg the international marriago 
lorerelgn or cliief iu higher authority than Uie others j 




uid fhe three emaller ooes, on either Bide of tbe large me- 
morial, gradually decHmng in eize as tbej recede from the 
centre, record the interoationftl marriages of three glides of 
chiefs from each nation, in final ratification of the national 
union. 

The Union heing monumentally confirmed, and matnmo- 
niallj sealed, the BafTalo became for ever one with tbe EEk 
nation. 



6S 



.AJfTlfJUARIUJ RESKAROasa. 



on AFTER vir. 



NATIONAL MONHMRMTS. 



TKE Bingukr cnrtliwoi-k ehown in Jho Cut W", Fig. 3, U 
loc(\ted on tlio lii^liliimi of !he Wiaeonaia river, and ia 
trad it ion ally recop;nified ns & national monnment. 

Siiufi memoriala of a deported nice possess a peculiar inter- 
est, fur tlie rtiflecting olistirvftr. From tlie I'einotiji^L ani.iquity» 
nationii and tlieir rnlers have vied with entih othei' in their e^ 
forte to erect memonala of tliemselvea wl^ich eliould willistand 
i\\Q rftvagca cf time, and, by their coloesnl pi'npojtions, cosdi- 
neae, op raro boauty, iinprces coiniiip; ages with a ertiivieli(»ti 
of tlio gmntnees and power of the bnildere, TUa pJr3nl^ds of 
Egypt, tbe min;h[y coUiniiia of Ealbe^?, the paluco walla of 
Tucatnn, nil (ell the enme story. Dnt it lioa not selduin hap- 
pened, in the world's hi^tory^ tliat tlie monument Inw outlast- 
ed the memory uf ita builder or iti tetian^j of the iiaticn whicb 
erected it^, or of tlio ovent it was designed to commemorate. 
The sculpture or the paintinffs upon iia will, and the fiiero- 
glyphicfl whieh are snp|Ksed \n record its history, apeak an 
unknown tongne, and only dim ti-adition can aid ns to goeaa 
their origin and import. It ia only within a very I'ecent 
period that the attentive study of the Egyptian antiqnitiea has 
been rewarded by a discovery of the key to Iho hieroglyphic 
writings; and, yet more recently, Ujq sciilplnred walla of 
Lnried eitlee are heginning to roveni secrete lost for ngea, ani 
to tell of populous notions and mighty sovercigne, whose very 
Tiam^B had been nnknown for c.eriluri&B, But witile the an- 
tiqiiiLies of the OM World are deservedly atl.raetitig so uiucli 
attention from schnltiL's and antiquarians, ou^dit thoee of our 
own country to bo furgolten or overlooked I And ought not 
tho earth-work memonale of the moLuid build erSj prosutitiug 
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(rtS wc believe) ecmo of the eavlieBtnnd primiti Pe forms of hiero- 
glypluc retorda, to receive their due elmre ofsillenlion, as tie 
sources of all uhLcb. now remiiina to ua of the LleCory of an 

Amalgftinalifjti inon«mentft (one of tlie most remflrkaUe of 
"whicl Las Ijcen described in the jireccding clmpti!i), ore 
found in nmllicm Illinois, and more frtqiicntlj in Wieconaiii; 
prctff^ntMij; in onilinc tlie unlnn cf beasU, of birite witli benr^ts, 
and aometirnfifi cf the Imman fi|rnve willi that of ft bejistn We 
Lave flb'eaiiv pTpreeaed onr belief Ibat Iheao reuiai-lvable pom- 
binnLLikiifl biid tbtir origin in tbe union or ainiilgarnacion 
of nations, nuU (bat tbe/ ^rerc designed to preset^ve the bia- 
lory cf Hnch evenls. 

A careltea obactvcr cif tbo amfil^flinnlion'monnd wbfcb baa 
been descTibed, migbt Biippoeo that tlie designer bad taxed 
Jiie imoj;iniiticti, for tJie prnduclion of n BlrnnjjQ and non- 
descript animal figiue ; but a closer examination, w'ah tbc 
Meistnnce to be derived from Ifiidilidnal IjistLiry, rteopnieea 
in tUU wonderful figure^ tbe union of tbc Elk and tbe Eiiflalo ; 
and tbe myj^terf ia Uitn exi'lained. Such a fiyrnbol, at tbe 
iiroe of its construction, was probably well nndeistood hy 
every one ; IfiU now, except for tbe vngnc traditions whicU 
prasiirve its history, ita oi'igin and aignificftUon would be 
wbolly and irrGcoverably lual. 

And now, when hisloiy presents only a blanV, wbere the 
labors of tlio antiquarian kitd to no certain reault, and the 
conjeetnreB of tlieteholar and the man of science are all at 
fault — we mnfit figaiu have recourse to the illiierote eovage, 
who by the dim nnd fast fading V\gUt of ancient tradition, de^ 
ciphers tho hieLvip;lyj>hice of Ibe national r^onnmenta, sg he 
baa already done those of the monnda of ftranlfjamaticii, 

The great body wiib ontetretcliod arms repreeeiita dominion 
over an imineMHe tarritorj'. 

Tlie one horn reprcaenla tlie union of warriors; and, it 
being largo and long, ehow8 etrenglh and numerical power, 
Tbe four pronga show that lUese warriors were under four 
great chiefs, 

Tbc great human effigy repreaenta tUeir king or eovercigDf 
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wboae body ie Teproaented of eiual length vi-ith Iho monu- 
mem, thereby iadicating hie unlliciled away iLtooghout hia 
(Jommiong, 

Tlio moimrls esteniJing in ei direct line from tlie head of 
tbe klrg are four matrimonial mCTnoriala, recording tba mar- 
riagee of four cUiefs with mcmberB of the royal family- Tbc 
two smaller memoriala divefging east fn^m tbe first of the 
matrimonial memrn'ials, record kgitimato royal ctFsprjog, in 
the birth of two male cltildittn in the fumilj of that chief; and 
the three fiiiiall icieinorialfi, diverging iVum the third inalri- 
munial nipmorial, rec<»rd ihc biitb of three cLildreiij leaving 
tlie aecond and fMjrtli without issue. 

The body of the king, attached at the loiisa to the head o€ 
the animal effigy, prctigiircs intemtttional legitimacy^ 

The great loBgth of the arms of the Jiuman tigore, rot orly 
represents immenae territorial dominiot], but their even eleva- 
tion recordB the common right of royal honor, independent of 
anv anterior njLtiimal distineliLm, 

The arm, whieli in the amalgamation niemanal is repro- 
Rcnted us ffillen, btiiiig raised to a level in the momimenl.al 
memorial, symholiteg an eqnel futnre irational dignity in the 
Burvlving i-ojal remnant of th<^ ButtUlo nation, ' 

TLna aided by tradition^ vo rend in tlje hieroglyph Jcal 
mounds of the earl li, the djgnily and deatiny of nations nn^ 
knowTi to written hifito^y, 

Tltese rnonnnionts boing Boveral Thilee distant from each 
ijtlier, and huth occupying fiiiinrnil lieights^ wuuUJ, by llie bh- 
purficial or cai'elces observer, hardly bo recognised aa difl'cring 
ill form. In fact, 1 was told, provioaa to visiting them, thnl 
Ihoy wore identical inform. Bat, when carefully Gurvcyed 
and drawa eide by side in diagrams which exhibit the ar- 
ranfjement and exact proportion of their part*, the diatinction 
U clearly perceived — the cue lH?ing 41 great national mermv 
rial reslfl, as it were, on nothing, iLnU'-buried in exTinction; 
white the oIIut, na a gieat jmtionnl moniimenl, Rtnnde fitend- 
fnit, on a firm fmmdiilion. The one facing the sotting ann la 
aymbulical of departing grandeur, vbilo the other haila hia 
naing aa an omen of incroa£Jng glovj. 
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T entertain the opinmn^ that if a comparali vclj Bm&ll pop- 
tion of llio funds expendecl in anpeificial snrvejs were appro- 
priated to ejca^otio!) and the acquisition of Indian traditions, 
from the more secluded sons of the forest whose dLBpositlona 
and pasaiona have not yet boen eonrcd by the inroada of civi- 
li2fltion, tliat wg sbonld obtain knowled^o that would lead to 
more rational and satisfactory eonclusions than siny yet at- 
tained relative to the origin and ufie of Ameriesin tumuli. 

At preaeot the personal privations esaential to the acqnisi- 
tion of traditional knowledge, are too great to be willingly in- 
curred by literary men unaccustomed to the bardehipsofa 
forCBt life; and the illiterate piorecr, f<:clLng hut little interest 
in iLe matter, will eeldom give ir time or attention. Thus an 
interesting bUtory of the past U beinp; lost to present and fOr 
tiire times. 

If we would attain the much-desired Tcnowledge, we must 
seek for men who^e natural incliiiatiuus and antiquarian taete 
impel thom to the work, and who are stimtdated rather Ly a 
thii-st for the acquisition cf knowledge than for gold. 

The estent of Tny owr labors, in the excavation and ex- 
amination of somQ four hundred eartb-n-orke in the north- 
western territory, is, I am wet! aware, comparatively amaU. 
Yet, in connection wilt a limited knowledge of ancient his- 
tory, it eTtnldes me to arrive at the i^onelueion that a larga 
nnmber of the conical mounda in North America were reared 
aa sepulchral memorials of ilLastrioiiE dead. 

Tbc antiqnity of the conical mound, or lumulns, bears even 
date with the most ancient lii£toricnl records, as marking tUa 
spot on which the invincible warrior fell, or as eervin^ to pro- 
toot his ashen, and to preserve the memory ofhis name and 
> exploits - 

Innumerable deposilefi, resembling decomposed animal 
matter, are found in conical nioiinda everywhere from the 
Alleghany to tbelEocky monntniiiB. 

"Wo prcaumc that the primitive mound wdb originally ren- 
dered eaered by tho deposito contained within it^ and that 
the love of monumental commemoration gradually increased 
vlth tlie increase of reverence until^ in the fullness of time, 
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tDmnIi were everywhere regarded with re^eronlial respect, 
and consequently became tie Bafi^^iiard of eacreil placea 
wDcli ihay encircled, 

Tbac ilie conical iiionnd was the onginal oliject of rever- 
encc, Ifl al^o atteetei^ hy tlia fuel., tliat witliln all (he circles 
tradilit.'iially i^cognig^d ns eacrcd^ lume oilier tlian conicul 
inoands flpjjcar, while many worke eticloaing lar^c ai-ena, tifi- 
dition ally represented to have boen designed for oilier tLaa 
BacroJ purposes, eiitluEe works r>f Taiioua (in-nia. 

Stiucluros fiiiiilliir in furrii and gc^nenil an'flnf^eineiit to Lho 
earth-works of I^ortli and Soiiiii Aniencn, are said To liava 
been riniiLJ in vmiotta cniintrles of lUe Olcl WiirlJ ; Mtii1 lUeHB 
'ere pruliiililj- const] (ii:ttid tinder the iii6iienc:Q of ejiiiilar eu- 
stitions, altlicugti tlicy m^y Lave bad tlieir origin in widcly- 
Ijep.iraled erne, 

^oiiia modern tra^ellera a&snre us, tlint in tlio in tenor of 
AfricA, on tUo river Niger, many lai^e towiia ai^e, at tliia 
time, BiiiTonnded by wnlU of eartli. 

K_ Lander, in bis traveis, spenks of enteiing a town of 
great exIe[UmjJTOinu]cd by a triplf^ wall c^feiirLli nearly twenty 
iDileB in circuit, and again speaks of entering a town called 
Koo3 sa, that be rcpresenU aa being a mere cluster of Jiuts, 
eorroimdcd by an eaitlicn wall. 

Thn3 a striking resemblance h apparent between tise wnllo 
tliat now encloee small villiigea in Afiica, witb tLe time-woiE 
rnins of Fort Ancient^ in Ohio. 

Su tlint wkilt?, wirb tbo grpdiml extinction of tlie Indian 
race, I lie laet iiilii:6 of pagmi enper&tfritm arb diR»]>p('jiriiig 
from tljc face of our pioBperou3 and bappy country, and tlio 
advancing foot&tepa of cJviliEatlon are fast IcTelling to tho 
eai'tli Ibo wnlls of ancient citiea, tlic scpniclirai moinids, and 
tlie altara of an idolatrons woraliip, tbe monnd-bnilder n^ay bo 
jet permitted, in otlier and remoter climea, to dw(?n witliin 
hi3 eai'tben ritnipurts, and to pni-siio Ms accustomed labors, as 
ignontnt and l& supeii^tiLiouB as tliose who bava gone before 
Lim. 
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THB MOMJMKNTAL TORTOISE, 



THE exlenaive group of tLi[itulL anrl CLnliniikmEints (acen In 
C«lE), vaa designed to commemovate tbo title and dig- 
Ti'iiy of a gi'cat kirig or pottntaJe; and ita erection waa evi* 
detilly A work ^>t"grotit timo und labor. 

Tlie cetilrn! enibiinkment rt*preBenfinfr in ila fvrm IL9 body 
of a tortoise, is tbrly ft^et in lenglli and twenty-Beven in 
breadth, and twelve in pei-pendiculwr lieiglit. It is coniposed 
in pari, of ytHowclaj» wliioli was evidi*nlly pro(?nred at some 
di&ULdt pUce, TUc moimJs of extinction (novtli ond poijtli of 
tbe ceJiti'ol toi-tuise], aru fL»rnjed of pure, red cartli, covered 
yt'iih alluvljil soil, and are very perfoot in I'ottn, eacli being 
t^rcnly-eeven feet in length, and &ix in greatest heiKb!, i^rad- 
unlly narrowing a^id sinking to a point aa seen in the cut. 

The monniing nionnds, occnpyiiig; tlie four cornera oF ^be 
grunp, weie each twelve feet in herj^lit, and twenty Reven in 
base diameter, compoaeil of Eoil rcBeuibllng tliat of iUe ad* 
jacent region. 

The poirita of royal honor on the caat and \703t eidea of tljo 
group, were sixty feet in longtli, and oiglit in liei^lil, with a 
k>asG diameter of tweleo foet; these likewise were eonipoaed 
of soil eonifiioTi in the I'lciTiity. 

Tlia pn'piielii* liiirial-niounds, on eitlier Hida of the central 
efH^y, and between It and the points trf royal honor jnet do- 
Bcribed, were twelve feet long, funv bigli, and eix in breadth, 
composed of Blind mixed wilK email bife of mica in the in- 
terior to tho depth of two feet, covered vritb wliile clay to the 
sm'faco, excepting a thin snrfuce soil 

The war-cbit'fd' biiHal-memtinal, at t]»o Boulli (Fig. 2), waa 
twelve feet in height, and twenry-scven in diaiireteT, eom- 
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posed of a Btratiim ofsflnd tcro feet in depth, covered with a 
mixture of aandy soil and blue day ; it contained eight dia- 
linct BtTfltfl, or deposited, in a atato of decomposition, of from 
tix to seven ftset long, and from two to two and a half in 
lire.tdth, arraaged &s sloT^n in the figura. 

Tlie conncil-chiers' metDoriftl at the north, was of eimilar 
formation, twenty-two feet in diameter, and four in perpeo- 
dicu[ar height, containing five eti^ata, or deposites^ qb sbowa in 
the Cut, Fig, 1. 

The thirteen eiimll mounds, or the north and sonth, and 
adjiieent to ttie chit^fs* bnridl-muniida, record the number of 
chiefa wboGe bodies are deposited in each. 



Tliia narno baa been given to au interesting and remarlc- 
able earth-work erected npon a prominent neck of land on the 
eastern hank tA' the Little Miami livcr, about thirty-five niilca 
noilhooetcf Cincinnati. It ia not only the moat extenEive and 
m&guifiGent work of its el&ee In the Btalc of Ohio, but it bears 
the marka of Ijigher antiquity than ino£t others, 

Tho terrJtce iijiun which it stands, preaenla precipitong dfr 
clivilies un alL r^ldes, except toward the northeast, where a 
neck of land, of about forty poW in breadth^ sloj:iea eastward, 
gradually widening aa it rectdcfi until Wet in flie common un- 
dulation of tlio aurrounding country. From oithor aide of this 
neek^ or ridg^ of land} two deep ravines diverge north and 
south, thronirh which £ow two Btuall streams tribuFariee to 
the Little Miami. That river ia eepurated from the higher 
embankment hy a narrow terrace, and ie about two hundred 
feet below the general lc%"i;l of the fort. (See Cut V.) 

Various conjecturea have been advanced aa to the origin 
and dcaign of tbia work, all, however, tending to the aame 
conclusion — that it wtta designed fi^r a military fortification^ 
and for purposes of defence- The BLtuatlon and general out- 
line of the embankments, similar to tboee of modern forlifica- 
tioua^ would aeeni to render Lliia view a very probable one, in 
the abient^e of all antheciLic histGrj er reliable ti'adition. But 
when we reflect how few and simple were the luiplemcnte of 
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anciert warfare, we caTi not ofleily convince ourBelvcB tlat bo 
great Ifibor conld linve been time needJesfily expended in the 
conslruLtion of a work wlicL conld not JiavQ mfllenally con- 
tributed U» tbe protection of Ira inniateSj or Biipplied lliem with 
Any ndditional rceonrc^s. 

Any detailed account of Uiie work ia regnrded aa rnDecea- 
Barj', in vitw t>f Iho many notices ff it wbiclj bare, Irom lime 
to tiine^ Veen publiebcd hy yisiiovB wbom curiceiCY, or a lovo 
of ftnJiqunriau researcli, Lnve drawn to tlie place. Tlieao 
writei'a, wbo liave l*en generally governed bj ibe judgment 
of tboBe wLo bud piecodyJ Oicth, lisvvo contented ibeniBelvea 
TTilb a bitely and BUperfidal survey. The best nnd inoBt locid 
desciiption tbat 1 bavo yet seen^ is to be found in Dr. E, IL 
Daviess Keaeai-cbcs in tlic Valloy ot'lbc Mifl&ieefppi, made ia 
connection with Mr. K. O. Sqnier, and accepted by tbeSiiiitli- 
Bonian Institution for publication, hi 1647- IVbile X cor- 
dially congi-atnlatc thnee gentlemen on the gcnerfil intcreet 
maiiiresled in tbe exIenBtve snrveys tliey Imve personally 
made of ecime of tbe mcj^t extensive and complicated eartb- 
woikfl in tbe immediate ralloy of ibe Scioto river and trilm- 
taritfl, I can but regret tbeir failure to inveetigate, pereonally, 
Ihie mammotb among earlb worl^e. And this is tbe mere t^ 
bo regretted in view of lliu exact accni-acy and ijulbfulneeB 
manilestod by Dr. DavU, in IiIb BurveyB and delinentious of 
many inbicale and extengive gmnps of earili-workfl, tbe traces 
of wbicb are mpidly disappearing, and which can onij be 
preserved hi diagrams. 

In tlie adoption of Praf Locke'fl Gnrrey, bowevcr, we were 
secure from error^ feT alL of U)o more recent enr^cya ceniiriQ 
its accuracy. Many of the minor dctnild reprceented in Mr- 
E. G. Sqnire^s plan, t:ave escaped njy obecrvalion in fleveral 
protracted e^ifliniriationa wbich I bare made of tbe preniiaea, 
HiB plnn preaerkl8 a very pretty picture; but tbe lioces of 
living water represented aa diverging from tbe apertiiree or 
breaks in tbe enibftuknicnt, 1 bnve fiiiled to discover, and aii- 
tnmn frequently fiudi^ tb'i30 wbich are ebowa in the appended 
cut, wjibout walar. There are, bowever, Gevora.1 ravioea Ibat 
autcr the enclosmej lUi'ougb wbitjb tbe Gurface water from 
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Iieavy raiua and melting snowa are dlsclnrged; and \]\h liasi 
U* aoiiiD cNtent, cbatigcd tho surftice &ud dernugcd the form 
of the ihfcriur. 

Tlie extreme antiquity of this work JB evident in the mii^ 
nitnde of till} oiiibnnkcnent aitnut^d as it is on the very brink 
of a pieci[iit»e vv}n?re no (»[.js!rnetLcm is n^[ir«seiitod to its mpid 
venr, by Lljg Mork nf luiii, utid iliu iLnnunl iijilmnvlng (-f Uie 
CAitli hy fiust, Ac. In view of this fact, tlie almost incredible 
inu^'Tiilurle i-i' iJia orijjiiiftl work is also fli'parent, Nolwilh- 
Btaiiding Dr. Li^oko, and ollitia wlioae opinione nro wi*vlhyof 
mncb conslderAlion, enppoee tbe eArtli used its tbe conetmo-. 
lion rjf tlie wnll to liiu'e h^&n tnla^n fom tlie pits whbin tlie 
enulusure, wu jriust dissent fjtirik tiiirh a condugiun. lu a iv- 
cent exHmlnntioik of tlm prejtLisefi, by borings ws diti^cover a.i 
points fliun;; thu Iiiterior buse of tfie wall, dihtunt tvvtlve fi^et 
from tlie same, and where intei'ior excavnlion h Itafit ap- 
parent, stratified nlluviiil to tbe deptb of eigblcen feet, wliUo 
at tlie distancQ ^*f Eist)' f^et f\-mti tlie wnll, no biicIi stralilica- 
lion h to be obsei'ved. The dfptb of alhuiaU at Lliis point, 
evidently formed by llie deeompoaition of vegetnble matter, 
i§ af.ruii^ (evidence of ilie former exisk^nce of ji deep dif(?b 
aioiirid Oie interior of th<j whole woik, except wlieie ihe em- 
LaTikment ci-oeaea the peninsula or ridge of bigli land, at 
whith point tliis alluvial funnation la found by boring along 
tbe cxterioL" base of llic wall, and to tlie depth of sis feet 
w[tbiiL It is, moreover, wortby of remark, thiit tlie work en- 
tirely across this peninsula is not only nmob higber than any 
other [lortion of the structure^ bat relaiua a imifi.ii'niity of fin- 
ieb nut to be observed to tbe same ej^teJit, at any otber point 
of tbe etnictnre. At all points where the exterior declivity is 
moat piecipitiiup, tbe magnitude of tbe walls ie proportionably 
leas, aiid at several piinU docs not exceed aix feet in porpcn- 
diciibir altitude, while ibe line neross the jxjninsnla towcra to 
nearly eii^bteen. The wall on the ietbmiis connecting the two 
great eompftrtmenls, retiiinB a more uniform beipht r)mn any 
other p<»]'Lion of llie work; llie BlraLifioiilion of alluvial does not 
run ec dtep alon^ ting isthmiia as at otber points, and wo pro- 
aumc tho wall tc» bavc origitially been lefs bigb than elsewhere. 
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Additional evidence «t' the pxislenc-c '>f n deep interior ditcH 
la drawn from llie fact that wliere tlie excavfltioiis uienlioned 
by Dj\ Locke and others are incst appjirent, t]ie emUuikroeat 
ie highest and m'^^b perfect ; and tlic iidditiotiul wa^li from IIjq 
emua whi(.'h would reduce tlie mn^nitiidQ of tLo wall to tljat 
of the other porlione \vhic"h [^?'csent no snporfieinl imiientioaa 
of & (IlIcI], would Biiffici! Co till liii^e nppareTtt excavntiona to 
llie fim-rAce ]ev£<l. Vie^ Jjowever, incline to the opinion that 
tlic tiiouDd'biTild^-ts availed lliL^niedveB of many natural nn- 
dulflliona and Irregiilaritiea presented in the intenor of the 
work \ and I ii^fer this fron\ tlie fact, that an even eurfaco ia ftl- 
moatevLi'j'wIiero nppurent wiihin tlieir CTiclosurcB; nnd, wiLbin 
this enckttiire, where the drauglits of tlie ravines tiiat enter the 
enel^sed ni'ea are not apparent, the indiffltion ia equally evi- 
dent In view ofiill Ilu^se ciroiitniitaTipeB, ir'ponnection with 
alMjri^irml tr»djLiun ri^lAtive to the origin and nne of this great 
work, I bdioYQ the wall^ ne originally constructed, to liavo 
formoLl an imhrokcn cliain en the summit, witkin whi^h ^as 
a ditcli uf great depth, from wliich the water wae dran'ii by 
Bubteri'anenn chaiuieU issuing nt tim points indicated in the 
cnt at tke fignres 1, 2, 3, tliat there were but two points of in^ 
gre^s or ej^re^^^i ladicnted at ligiires 4 nnd 5; nnd Lhat nil the 
breaches now observed in the vail, wei'e canned by tho nprot>t' 
ingof timber, or the wenr and wa&h ortimcH This ctmchiaion is 
BnBtaincd l»y the fuct, that on tlie wcatem Eidc of the eoutlicm 
coinpartment, in 1S17, thera appeared, fio^eral foet above tim 
general base of the wall, nn ojiening e?;lGndinff entirely 
throng!) ike same. Thf^ opL-nitig \Xi\B at a pojiic where one of 
those snppoi^ed ejtcavations »|i[jear, in which a contjiderjibld 
qtiantitj uf wator collects in tlio S]irirg aeaflon, frcni melted 
enow and raiu, forming a pond that ic^taiaa the water until 
midenmincr. This potid l>ecome« tenanted by froge, and 
thcBc attract to the place (he muNJt-rat^ whose favorite food 
they constiiiite. Theao aniniala burrowing UirongU the wall, 
ba^'e opened B p&senge throngh which the water of the pund 
finds* egress whenever iL is raieed ahn^-a its ordinhry level by 
heavy lains, or other ac^eidentiil causes, T1)Uh iIib hreaeh fi 
rapidly enlarging uiid will Boon destroy a poiiion of the wall 
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at tbiit point, nnd present another localion for a hlochhouae 
BS jieifiict na any of those wliicli now appear. ' 

We sLtpiKise thiB ditcli to liaTo remained unobstructed for 
a lon^ time after tho abandonment of tlio work, and nntll 
niucli of tlic Btuface of the wall tjad been g^mdually removed, 
TLe fii'Gt goneral obElmcIJon waa probably occasioned by t[i€ 
uprooting of Urge treee, wboi'eby krge masses of earth were 
deposited in the diteb, and the frqe pnssage of watet im- 
peded, ibiia giving rlee to the formation of ponds at numer^ 
one i^oinls along the walh These ponds'were subject to audi 
caanaltiea as we Lave already referred to, and occasioned 
many of tho breaches whicli row appcor. Otliers of these 
bleaches have been prodaccd by tho uprooting of iionvy tim- 
ber which furmerly f^'rew upon the wall; for it is apparent 
that in many instances the removal of trees now ocoiipying 
the enmniit of tija w^ll, would reenit in fiimiJar breacliCBj and 
of erpial magnitTide wilh those which now appear. 

Tiie Etnbanknienl ie formed of tough clay, resembling that 
found at the depth of from five to twenty feet beneath the 
aurfLice allnvial of the eacloani-a and the surTOUnding country, 
Tbia clay rcmets eatni-ation to such a degi-oo, tliut Gurfaco 
water is in many localities retained in the sprin^^ until taken 
up by evfiporation ; it is of an oily texture and so solid and 
eompnct that ihe lighter alluvial, formed by the dpcompoai- 
fton of vegetnble matter, ia annually removed, and the snr- 
face covered with itobb, which affords additional protection 
to the wall^ and i-etaine moisture sufficient to suatain veget^ 
tlon. The strong resistance afforded in Ihe nature of tho ma- 
terial of which tho wall is composed to tho action of tho olo- 
menta^ partially aceonntB for its rcmaikablo preservation, a# 
oompared wiilj other and aimilor worts ; for tliore h no atrnC' 
tare fonnd in the entire valley of the Oliio, eompnfied of simi- 
lar malerialH, while many are found enclosing lai'ger areas, 
but which have been almost entirely obliterated Ly tbe rava- 
ge6 of time. This successful resistance of the wall to the ac- 
tion of tho elements satisfactorily acconnts for tbe heavy do' 
posiEo of vegctahlo mould apparent in tho interior ditch. 
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CHAPTER IS. 



viacoNam AjfD siinkksotA. 



TFTERE is prolidblj tio [Hivtion cf Uio United States that 
pi'CBenie E^t great & diversity of Inmulus form as iLcit 
known ns the Stiil« of Wisconsin. Althongli works of much 
grealer ma^ituHe fr(*(|TH'n!ly rtppear iti Oliio, and the regions 
eontli, jet llip eadlieij tffi^y ia of rare occnrrence in tliB im- 
mediate vullej" of iLe Miisiefiippi 5oi:tli of WiscoDaio and 11* 
linoie, and ia not often met with east of tboae stalee. 

In Indiann, Oliio, nnd llmt portion of tlie states cf Penn- 
eylvaiiia and Tirginia Ivirifc ^'^^^ <'*f the Allogbnny monntamfl, 
varioiH groTipfi of eiirtli'work appear; and in eome parts of 
This territory earth-works of eokssal pi'oportfone, and adjacent 
to ojicli oMier, abound, e?4[n?ciall v" im tUu leadinrr tpilintftriea of 
iha Ohio rivei\ the iTuskirigum, Scioto, Great Mmm!, Ac. 

A gcnei-al similarity in furm and manner of coiietiiiction 
clmmckriKea tlic whole i the circle and square being of rnoet 
fjreqnenl occurrence where extensive arcaa are eoclosed by 
earthpn walh. Heavy works, liowever, are sometimes seen 
enclosing Isrpe areas, that seem to have been formed with 
reference to the poeilion they oeenpy, as Fort AncientjOn 
the Kiami, and others on some of llie tributniies of the ScU 

The conical or tnincated earth-work, together wttli donga- 
ted embankmenta of varioua dimcndintiB^ isolated in position , 
yet timilar in f<.inn, abound thro»ip;hoi]t the whole valley of 
th^ Mississippi, and on most of its leading tribntarioa. 

Wiiile we recognise the same forms and figncee in Wiscon* 
sin, wo also discover a mneb greater varieTj nf material ern-* 
plciyed in the conn true lion of the work, together with remark- 
aMe ideality in the relative arrangement; an identity that 
we have rarely dieco^'ereU east of the state of Ulinoiej esccpt 
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hi llie Imeal ranges diverging from Circleville, in OLio, of 
*b!cb ^e flboll treat in atiotlier pincc. 

Many of the earlli-workfl of Wiaconsin being tLrown up in 
tbe lurin of cffigica ropveacnling men, birda, boasta, fislica, and 
reptiles, icolnted, connt^cted, unA ainalgnmated, c&n not fail 
to enlist tbe attention, and cliallenge the investigation of ibe 
cnrlooB observer 

Even the illiterate Bsvage liae nnl been entirelj uurnindful 
of them; although Ijng nnd familiar ncqitairitance Las served 
to render him generally indifl'ercnt to tbein, yet hia rtioet an- 
cient traditions niako mention of theao worka; the decree of 
probabiliiy \^hieh somo of tliese traditions posseeB, entitles 
them, in -view of the approaching extinction of ilie Indica 
race, to eonaidernthin, and ina]<eH them woM.liy of record. 

The iinportHni;*! of snub a reoord becomes mure apparent 
when WQ ii^flbct that the advance of civilization llireuteua tlio 
total demolition of loany of the most eingnlar and intercaLing 
BTicicnt works of man, unknown to written history ; and, if 
pn»apci'ity in tfio fntnro ifl beet secured by the attentive aUidy 
of the past, the compWtioii of such record becomes a debt dud 
to posterity- 

UINN£SOTA CIRCULAR CRlHBTKRri AND BACRIFICIAL UOITHD. 

In that portion of Minacflola which liea eontb of the 8U 
Peler''fl river, and wceE of the MJeelaeippi, we ^nd, not only 
in the nuinber, but \a the mapiitiido, diversity, and compli- 
cated arrangement of the works of Iho inoiind-Uuildors^ evi- 
dences of on ancient population more denee and numerous 
than probably eaListeiJ D(irih of those str^^arns. 

About twent/^stvcr milea Bouliiwest of the junction of tlia 
J31uo-Earth river >v'iili the tit. Fetoi'&,,on the smnmit of ft" 
beautiful natnral elevation in the iindat of an e:4tenaivo nndn- 
Iftting prairie, and commanding nn osceedingly intcroating 
landacape view of many miles in circuit, ia a large, arLiticlal, 
trancaled moutid, apf-ifli-ently doaigTied lo give finish to a nat- 
nrjil eirculm" lull, which nwefl to the heigltl of fiOy feet abov© 
tbe adjacent and uktiona, and occupies aii area of about aiz 
acres. 
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This m^nnd (See Cat Gj T\g;. ]), is enmpofled of rarions 
fltmta of olov, sand, and gravel, evidently procured from a 
distance, at the cost of miicli labor; and it ig so skilfully 
adapted to tlie general form of tlie bill, tliat, were it not ftir 
tbc diversity of niateHal, it votild be extremely diffiuiiU tu 
rccogniee it as nrtificial, it being covered with nt> alltiyial 
8oil, and tliickly clad with a luxuriant growth of grass. 

In sinking: a eliat't at the aiiramit, after remoYing tbe allu- 
vial surface, we tame in contact with a dense strafumof clay^ 
benririg the marls of interKO lieat; tbls rested en a utratum. 
of Ban'l. ashes, and chareoal, of Beveral feet in dtplh, benearh 
vhicb laj a compact hearth or pavement, regularly furtntid of 
round water-washed etones, that wore evidently obtained at 
Bome rctnoto place, as none of aimilar form aro found m tbo 
vicinity* On further oxaminoiion, I discoveredT on removing 
the conterlB, that this pavemenl lay in the fonn of a bosia 
eight feet in diameter, and al)Oul two in depth, and reated on 
a Bti'atun] of clay wbleh continued unchanged in te]ttnre to 
the depth of about eight feet; it there became tuingled wilk 
clay resembling that found beneath the cemmou alluvial of 
the adjacent plain. 

At tho base of the hill are twenty truncated monndc, of 
various dimonsions, from twenty to thirty-five feet baao, and 
from four to six in jicrpendiculttr height, arranged eqni-dietant 
in an exact circle around the LMI. All of the ^inall mennda 
are composed of elay mingled with asheB^whieh eeem to hare 
been deposited in ^niall parcels, interspersed throughout tho 
body c>f the workj being m^&t dtnee and compaEt near the 
centre, 

Afrer exttTnininnj, by thoroupb exeavalion, four of theaft 
amall worka, and discovering their identity of material and 
general arrangement, I came to the eonclufiion that all wero 
nniform in cJeaign, 

Having dificovered werka exhibiting a eimilar arrangement 
in Wiaconain, which were traditionally represented by T>e- 
ccK>-dab as sacrificial depoGitories (the central mound being 
tho altar, and the anrrounding works formed by dopoaitjii^ 
relicB of eacrifico), we discontinued further examinatioa. 
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AltlioTigli it has been urged by some earlj- traveller in wliet 
ia now known as the territory of Minnefiotrt, tbat no artificial 
Cfii'Llj-worlcA were tbiind within its borders, yet a more recent 
Btifl criLifHl Hurv€;y uf tlie iiremiaus^ abtiudatitl)^ iliaprovea such 
a eurcUision. 

All mu&l concede, however, tlal these woikfi me lees numer- 
one iu Hinn€3oU tlmn in WlBconain and tlie territi>ry south 
und west of thoWieconsin rivcr,jct they mny bo t>ccaeionslly 
Been nortL end west of St. Anthony ""b fallBiOn the Upper Mis- 
si&eippi, 

Mofil travellers in their explm-ationa of those northern re- 
giona, h&ve mainly cnn^rietl their researches to ttje inimedlata 
vicinity of tha navigable waler-couraea; uiotit of which an- 
nually inuDdate4 the lowlanda ailjacent. But when we con- 
aidor the fact that thta moon d- builders in every part of Uiia 
continent yet explored, were singularly careful in the location 
of their works, to place themfalinc&t nniveraallyiin situations 
not eiqioaed to innndnlion, it no longer remains a matter of 
Burpritie that early ti'avellers in Lhoge regions fu.kled to dlflcover 
them. 

While it IB conceded that in explorationa heretofore made, 
the earthworks fuund north of the Chippewa river aro few 
atkd far between, j'et their eti-ango fonne and singular rela- 
tive position render them abundantly worthy tha attention of 
the antiquAriaJi- 

Iriafinnich as artiSdal earth-worka are found in eaeb quarter 
of the habitable globe, a careful comparieon of relative poei- 
iion and of form, we humbly conceive^ may yet lead to con- 
cluAiona mote satisfactory and rational than any yet attained 
relative to their origin. 

In exploring tlint portion of the territory of Minnesota lying 
west and south of the Mi^sia^ippi, above the falls of St. 
Anthony, and aonth of iba junction of tlie Crow-wing river, to 
the juTiction of ihe Dine Earth with the St Peter's river^ the 
appearance of artificial eartb-worku is extremely rare; we dis- 
covered one^ however, that we eitppoae to he about sixty milea 
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nortli of the junction of tie St. Peter's with Ibe MieBiBBippJ, 
wbich we deom worlliy of notice, not ao inucL on account t>f 
the tnitgnitudd of the work, as ita etr&ngo and peculiar con- 
iigumtionp 

Tim work (see cnt P, Fig. 4), presented in well-defined oat- 
line in R connected clueler of embanltmente, with a perpen- 
dicTilflr ftllltude cf from two to fonr feet, is locnted ljo a protni- 
uent eminence, in the midst cjf aaexteDaiveundidsting prairie, 
and occapiea an area of aLont one acre- An obaerver occupj- 
ing the anmiuit or centre cf the work, at the point of iEs greater 
elevfiUon, will readily rcco^Eifle the outhuea and figure of ft 
mammoth epider, and as euch we claes it with animal cffiglcfl. 

Having received nothing traditional relative to tlio use or 
origin of this work, we must leave the reader to ejterci»?e Lis 
own faiic^', with such asgUUnco ar^ the faithful deliDBation in 
the drawing will supply. 

TBIAWaULAE WORKB, WIBNEBOTA. 

Thoae works, of rare occnrrence in HinnoBota, are moro 
sbuudant in Wisconainf are in general of email dimensionfl. 
They are sometimes seen in tlje furm of solid embankmenta 
(as shown in cut P^ Fig. 3), but more often coafiist of walla 
encloaing triangular areas, with sides of from thirty to eixt^ 
feet. The wall seldom exceeds a perpendicular heiglit of more 
than three foet, with a baeo of from tutir to eix feet, composed 
of earth aimilar to that of the ai.ljflCGnt connti-y, and deelitnte 
of any apparent deposite, Tbey are traditionally repreeeiHed 
by De-ccK>dab, to liavo lioen n»ed as ctmeleriee, and to dlffor 
from the small cirenlar mimEida eo common in Tltmo]s,fndy in 
their triangular furm; that form beirg indicative of a distinct 
nationality. The interior of these worka [aa ehown in cut L» 
Figs, 3 and 4), U represonted as containing the dnat of the 
dead- When the entire area enclosed had been anperfieially 
occupied, the space belw<ien the; several hoJiea being filled in 
with cartli, a second tier, or layer of bodies^ was cummenced 
above thosa previously Interred, and so on, t>ne layer ahovo 
anolber, until the ialerior was Hllet]. The work was then 
levdkd on the eummit, and a new wall created. 
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Tlie correcEnesfl of tliia tradition is abimdnntly verififd by 
an exanimaticn of tbcee works in tijeir linbljod and iinfiijislit^d 
condition,aa wenpwiind tbem; eatnebaving biitfewcJepoeiles, 
wbile otliera are in a more advanced stage of completion. 



SNCLOSKD CUMKTBBT^ inKWKSOTi.- 

Tills fitngulurflrrangerjiprit (if enrth-worV, represented In Cut 
K, Fig. 7, occurs at oi" near tUe jiiiiftifir of a eniall ftfream or 
tributary of the Crow-Wing river, witbiu uliout twenty uiilea 
cf tlie junction of that river witli the Missie^ippif but h inure 
freqnentlj obaerved on tbe lii^lilanda bordenng on Hie St, 
CruLx aad Cbippewa rivers, in tbeintermediato apnce botwcen 
tliofie streams. ^Wo bftve not yet dUcovered it eoutli uf tho 
"W be on em riTor, 

It consists ol" a conien! or tmneated nioand, of from tliirty 
to Biity feet in base dimiiftter, and from six to twelve feet in 
perpendicular beigLt. Tbe interior of tbis mound is compieed 
of earlb tbnt bf^ars tie impreSB of fire, mingled wltlj allies 
and particles of cbarcoal; the eaiterlor Is allurial, mingled 
with clay. 

Tiiia centra] monnd is Hurrotindecl by an eartbon wall, of 
from two to fonr feet in beigbt, and from aix to ten feet baae^ 
forming a [perfect at^iinre \ and tbia ia Biirroiinded by a ditch, 
or depression, at tbe base, of from one to two feet in depth^ 
and fi-om four to eight feet wide. From the csterior brinlc 
of Ihia ditch, radiate four elongated triangular embankments, 
varying in dimensionB from twenty to ei^^ty feet in length, ac- 
cording to tlie magnitude of the work enclosed, _e:cncrftllj 
»rranged as represented in the eut; but eometimea in tba 
fimaller works of tbis cU5p,the radiating embankmeate diverge 
from the four corners of the enclo»iiig wall. Similar radiating 
embankments eoraetimefl surround tjuncated works (see Fig. 
3 in tbe cut). 
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BACHJPlCrAL PENTAGON, 



THIS rernnrkfiMe group, to which we liave given tlie nnme 
of Uie Sacrificial Penlngnn, liha prubiiblj" elicited mote 
numen:iiiH cunjectiirea as to its originjil uae Jhan any other 
cartU-worlt j'ct discovered in the ralloj of the MissiHaippl. 

It m flittiated on the west highland of the Kickajwo river, 
an WiHcoDsin^ and nbont Ibirtj' niilea Tiartlionat of Pmii'ie du 
Cbien; and CL^neisCs of a grand or outer circle, erclceing a 
pe[i!fl|ronrtl, f>r five-nnglt'd wall, peven fmncated mounds of 
variiriid dimen^ions^ and a tirtnll inner circle- 

The work is somi3\vliat di-faced ly the ravages of time, and 
by the uprooting of ti'eea ; bnl ul] its parle may yet be clearly 
traced. It is covered by a dwaifiab growth of oalu, "witli 
Binaller shrube end utder-bruab^ 

The outer crrcl© la more than twelve hundred feet in 
cirenniference, ilia wall being fn^^n three to five feet 
in height, with a general ba^e dijLmeter of frc^rn twelva 
to sixteen feet. Tlie succesaive removala of trees from 
the siimmiJ, and other canaes have iniicdi defactid It fa wall 
and broken the regnhiriTy of its cuOine. The pentngon baa 
r&taine(] a more perfect form, aUhongh this, too, las suffered 
rnnch from the wear of time, as Its aTtirnde now variefi from 
four to six foot in height. The Email inner eirele ran be bnt 
dimly traced, its greatest elevation being about twelve inches. 

The five bn^timts or HJiiall imnuula within Ihe peatagoi), and 
between it and the small circle, seem to have their original 
ftTm, having an eqnal allitudo with the wall. 

The bastion within tlie onlrnace of the outer circle i3 some- 
what larger than those within the pentagon, and its form ap- 
pear« to be yet perfect. 
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Tlic cGutral mound of aboat tliirty-eis feet in diameter, and 

retaiumg a fimooth fioiali, scGma to bavo aufiured but little 
fr[>m the wear of time- It ia nearly iiut on tho gunimit, with 
& Blight depi^esBlon at tLe oentre. 

Tlji3 Blngular arrangemenl of earth-work ia traditionally 
reprebenltirl to liavt? boeii d<:iiigikt?{3 fLii'a&a<^red national ulLar^ 
at wliicU liuinaii Haciifite wao offered ; and tliie treidJIJon is 
Biielaiued not only by the fact that tlie summit of tlie coiitral 
ttiouad aiiU letnina tho traoea of Hre, in tlie remains of burned 
clay, cbat'coal, and ashes, but also bj romainB of tLe eamo de- 
poeite fuund near Iho Burface of five Sat moanda adjacent to^ 
and Bouth cf the main work, tho deposits being more abun- 
dant In th<3 central mound uf tbe range, than in the other 
four, (Tlieee inouadA ari3 not fihowo in the cut.) 

The central mound h represented to have been the nnwt 
holy encn£cid altar kuown to tradition; and the peculiar 
fijmi of llie eEiiTouiidin^ works Bbow it to ha^e been of tlie 
Ligbcet ordur of snariGcial monuments, and dedicated to the 
oflenng of human sacrifico only* 

The bead being tLe only pnrt offered in human Baerificea, 
the poenliar form of lh*j pentagonal work waB aynibolieal. 
The ancient American recnguiBing, in the five angles of the 
work, the five Bsnaes — seeing, hearing, feeling, tasting, and 
Braelling; the heail, being the recipient of, and fonnlain 
vhonco flowed the innnifestationa of all tboBo eenj^os, waa rec- 
ognised B6 the repreaentatife of them all, and was conse- 
quently set apart as the highest and holieat offering, known 
to the ancient Bacrificial eervice. 

' Tradilinn aPBerta that hnraan sacufice was oifered at tbla 
altar by the ancient Americana twice a year — to the aun, and 
to the moon. 

The sun, being tbe groat fountain of light and life through 
all creation, vras euppoecd to bold tho enpreme power of the 
univerfie, and, as snpreme ruler, to be worthy of the higbeat 
and holiCBt adomtion. 

Wilhuut tbe light nf revelation^ and looking only to nature 
and ite anulugles for bia vbwa of God, it was hardly pufiBihle 
tliat the aucieut American should have eatertaiued tbe poa* 
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fiibllit^ of iiitfilligent emtence wUUont the diatinction of sex, 
Kfttni'Ally, tberefure, tbo moon w£La adored as a goddoBs — a 
Buboniin&le deify, and cscruising peculiar di>njiiiion over Iho 
destiny of fiinialce* SI id was suppoeed to bo assisted in hor 
government hy a great serpent, whose form was recogniged m 
the ciicle that sonietinies fiiinouTid;* licr oiTj, which was bti- 
lieved to lia.ve eapp^iial charge of refractory Bpirils. 

Thne llic HuUf hi hiH diunial couise, waa fiuppoaed to he en- 
gaged ID gatlieiitifT togetLer Uie epints of ineTi, wliile to the 
TOoon, aa inferior deity, waa intrusted the caro and keeping 
of the woftkcr and Icee worthy acs. 

This proflt allar of eaciiiice waa regarded as the holy of 
holies, 01' inner eanctnary ; and no foot, sn-ve that of a prophet 
might pftBs*ilhin the PBcred walU of the pentagonj after its 
comjfclution. TLe prophets Laving tliiia the Enpn^ine control 
of thiB sanctaaryf resided od mennda in the riclnity and im- 
mediately adjacent to the work. 
yfTho five small mounds wilhia tho pentagon were denom- 

itcd oracular monnds ; and cae being set apart to ouch 
prophet, tljey frequently retired there to receive oracular 
counsels, whichj from the stnmiiit of the mound at the en- 
Irance to tho great circhi, ihey anbsequeatly delivered to the 
people, Tlic £ve prophets eet apart fur this service were in 
contiittml attendance; their wanta being adminifitered toby 
the jjec|jle. 

The limes of offonnp; eaciidco were in the Bpriug and fall. 
An oflerinp: wna made to the enn in the eprinfj, as bo^ti na 
vegetation bapan toputfortli, with iunchfeaBtinj^iiud prcatjf^y. 
Then, when first the willow showed itfl early leaves, the aged 
of the imtion aaseniMed withunt the pentagon, and it was ihe 
privilege of the oldust male present to offer hia head in sacri- 
fice ; or he might unite with the four who were next in age, 
and, with them, cast luta for the privilege, Tlien, the victim^ 
flell'-nppointed, or determined bylt>t, ae the caae mii^ht be, re- 
paired to the tent of the eenior propiieC, who, aided by L19 
fonr jnnior nseiDcinte^, painted the face and adorned the body 
of the favored vietim with a covering of tiie n:ialletoe, that- 
being the holiest and must rare of evergroens. 
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Thej lien conduct biia to tha oraculnr mound, at tJjc en- 
trance of tlic grcikt circle. Tho elder prophet nnd this victim 
ascend ita summit, ond there btnnd erect Tintll tlic people 
BrrftPge Lbemselvoa on the Bummit of tho walL Htantime 
tbe yoonger pr^phcte continue walking around th& mound, 
clmnting eonga of sacrifice- 

TliQ B()ectatoi"s all boing orderly arranged, the BeniprprophT 
et takes the viclirn hy tbe bond, and tbe/ proceed sronnd 
between llie circle and Tbe pentngon, ibe ;FOiiDger prnpbeta' 
folJowitig; belind, Tbey walk Land in iiand in pairs^ cbant- 
ing tbe dir^o of aacrifice. 

Tiie people on tbo wait conFinne to strew everfjrcena ut tte 
inner baee witbiu tbe circle, tUat the vkcini may walk I.hi^reon, 
until Uie procesalon bas paiiBed fivetimefl aronnd tlie pentagon. 

On tlieif arrival at llit* ordciilar nioimd, at lie termination 
of the fllUi circaitj tlie jouugwr piopbela aiiango tbeniaelvea 
aronnd its baee. 

Wbilo tbo ecniiir propbcl and tbo victim ascend to Hift 
Biimmit, both standing erect, tbe propbet draws forth tbe knifQ 
of sacrifice. Tliia is a signal for uniyereal gilenco. 

He preaenta tbe Icnife to tlie riclira, wLo kissea it, and 
retm-niiig it to tbe prophet, kisaea the band tliat reci?iv(?s it. 

Tbo prophet then points tlie knifu at tbe stin, while tha 
victim voluntarily proetrates himself on tbo summit of the 
moand, with his face npwardj gazing at tbe great god of day. 

The younger propbeta each flcizo a hand or a foot, holding 
tbe victim close to the ground. Tlie great circle of spectators 
who line the outer wall, in perfect eilence wait the consumma- 
tion of the eacrj£ce. 

Tbe pri^ihet then PBrera the bead from tbe body^ and con- 
veys it blei^ding to the altar, when a universal fibaut arises 
from all preseiit. 

There placing it in tbe same position as before, facing the 
son, he descends to the inner circle, where he continues walk- 
ing around the altar until the younger prophets arrange Ihfl 
fuel upon and abont the sacrifice. They tben Beat tliemaelvaa 
at tbe ba«c of the altar, and the aenior prophet, ascending to 
tbe aacridee, poititi his blood-Htaiued knife at the ann^ and 
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■ffflita th*i return of tbe vminper prophets, who go to bis lont^ 
tu hriii^ encU a liraud uf flrci (Vom ilie lii^ly Ijcarib, 

With tliesti li<j kindles rlie fii*;!, jiml ugaiii retirea to the inner 
circle, whore Ire ccnCjriiies HJilkiug alnjiit the altAi\ vhiltt the 
othtrr pnjphetfi feed tho llamti until the eacrlSce is caiifiiimed. 

Wliilc the Urea are binning, oil tlioae in nitendance on tJie 
enroiTiit of the outer circle, occeisignfllly pointing wilh one hand 
nt the enn, and wtth the other to the altar, aolicit th^sir god to 
receive Uie fiaerilice, und to bestow his hleaGings nj>on the 
nation. 

TEit-ge ceremoTiieft cnnlinue nntil antifiet, then nil retire. 
Earlj^ on llt»j niorulnj^ of llie next daj, idl resume their poei- 
tioa on the circle and about tlie nltar, to sahite the rigfng sun. 
If the eky la clear, and the enn rises bright, the tire ia again 
lighted, and LouutiCidl/ fed u'ilh fuel for aevernl honra; it is 
then Biiflfered to bnni without further enjiply, nntil the sun 
reaches the meridian, when the pri>^>hets, baving gatheJ-ed 
together the e^ergretna that wyiv Bfrewed at the Imse of the 
circle, phieo them on iJie fire, tluU thuir Bmoke may ascend to 
thti Bun aa a natiunal incen&c. AEter tlieee havi; been eon- 
unrned, the senior prophet uncoven* ihe body of the victim, 
places the mialletrie en the coals, that the smoke of this, tec, 
may ascend aa a Bweet savor, and dieseniinale the principles 
of life, that all innj inhale and live. 

The yonngc-r prophets then carry brands of the holy fire to 
their ItnlH, and return each to convev a live coal tu t!ie tent 
of ihe senior pnipbet, wbiwe lieailh alune must Hnpply tlie fira 
to kindle a aacrjfioial blaze meet fur that holy altar; a hearth 
wlioftefire ia always fed, and never suffered to beextiTiguiahed. 

If the sun roee clear, a portion of the sacrificial nBhea n^aa 
delivered, with the body of the victim, to the friends or rela- 
tives, for monnmcntal commemnration ; a part being reserved 
for dcposite by the prophet in the oracnlar monnda, to secnre 
intercourse with the dead. Dnt if the Bun^ at ita rising, was 
obftcured by chfuda that were coneSdered ominona of some 
Tiftticrnal calamity, or as indicating ihe disapprobation of tho 
6iin, f»r Ilia refusal to accept tlie Bncrifice, then the aehoa wero 
retained od the altar, that the buq might daily lock upon them, 
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and Ibna be pri^pitlated ; and the bodjwaB delivered over with 
wailing- If tliQ elm reTnaiuefl obscui'ed W live BucciiB&iTo 
daj^s, ft s*?ei>Ti(l siit^riQce was (»jTojtd, 

Dnriiig tlieso ceremonies, an unbroken fa&t wits strictly ol>- 
Ber^■ed Lj all who were in atteDdance, and in the event oF a 
second offering, the nation was required to fast for five days. 

In autumn, immediat-ely after llie first blJghtJug frost, the 
BHine ecreui'iniefi were oLserved. 

But now, Jlie victim bGinga female, tlieGcleetion wne seldom 
niade Lv lot, for their love of monnmont.al eommeruaration 
was BO i^reat, and Uiis being fJiR only means llnongli which 
they cunld oltain it, that tbo privilege was coceidered too 
preciLiLia to be placed at tho nek of chance- 

This eacrilioe, hoing dodicntietl to tho moon, was always 
offered at t)ie fnll moon ; and if at that time of offering, tho 
moon wns &nrronnded by a serpent, orcirGlo, two victims were 
offered at tfie siime time, 

Arter all llie epremomes of eflrrifice were obeerved^ the 

fast waa surceeded by a finrnptnous feast at the I^estl'oid Ch^ 
ch. (CiitG.) 

This circle is formed by fire creacentebaped e si rth- works, 
Burroanding a centnil work of eiiculur farm, with a smooth 
level sinfrtee, eurronoded Liy raclinting triangular projectione, 
These pr<jjc(:lii)ns ai'o regularly arrantred eqni-diatant from, 
each other, with apacca between of fitifficient width to admit 
of convenient ascent. 

In n work of this degcriplion, seen on the low lands of tho 
Kickapoo, iho central work, deei^ncd to ropicBciit tho sun, 
hfi9 a b^e diameter of abont m\lj feet, with a peipoadieular 
ftUifade of nbout three. It is traditionally represented to 
have been nccnpied only in BPerifieial fesUviiies consoquent 
npon the offering of haniFin sacrifices. 

The five cre^cenfg, or lunar circle, also present a flat snr- 
face, with nn elevation of about two feet. 

Immediately after tlio propitioaa offering of hnman sacri- 
fice, the peo[?!e appembled at this place to indulge in festivi- 
ties, that were celebrated with singing and dancing. In tho 
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fofitivnl dnncQ, tlie mnlcs occ"pif'd the cculral monnd, or sun, 
flnd tlii^ t'ui]ku]<jB Eliti en:?»cerit!^, or Jiiriiir ciicld^ 

I have diaoovtred but five of thepe featn'al civclee, and 
but two p*>nlflpons; und liave not f mrid in RT\y of thorn any 
deposilc wlisLtev^r, exct^jit Lliut fnxun] at [he |KViLflgim, in the 
lemaiiiH orUiinied clay, TnicHf cliarc^ml^ and aehes. 

TrftdiU<:'n dcclnrea tliat the fico hsciJ at llie peiitflgou in Hac- 
rificiftl service wiifl roccive*] from ibc Biin L>>' the most Jioly 
propliet, on tiio suuunit of t)ie altars. Does iiot this assist na 
ID findinp an esjjlanation of wimt has Iiitlierto i^iven rise to 
mucli epeciilntiou and conjecture, namely, tJjQ ^re.quent oo- 
currence of mica dejiusited in Inninli^ at placea remote from 
any nattii-al locality of llint eiibs^nnce? Tlie tumuli in whitk 
we Iiavt discoircred ibese depositee, ar'o t.liose which tra- 
dition liaa indicittuJ as llje bunnl-tnounds of prophets. Wo\y 
wc know, that from tfie earliest age?, and nnJcr evei-y fotm 
of idolatry, the protended miracle of calling fire from heaven 
to cotiEnme the o9enng upon tho altar of eaorifice, line b€en 
o fdvorita dev^ice with wImcIi ro impose tipon the credulity 
nnd siip^n^lition uf an ji^nfirarit ]ioojile. Ei^fiocially has this 
Wen true of thiTse imtiona who hnvu re^^i^nled thfi Qnn aa thtf 
ei^reme object of idi'latroni* worsliip, Znroaater tanght hiA 
fuiiowei'fl tliat the sacred fire which he intnntod to their 
cmre, had been bronphl dii-cct from heaven ; and the altar of 
tbe modern tire-woi-elMpper miiat hum with no flnmc Icfla pni-e 
than that wbicli the i'H_ve of the ann itself serve to kindle. 
Tradition informs 1:6, m w^ liavo before stated, that thia de- 
vice was not iml^noiiva to the prnpiieta of the aTicient Anier!- 
cjinn> It Hei;mi4 nut nnprubiLhlu that uiicJi was made nsG of 
by tijem, for the concentration of iho siin''B rays, in effecting- 
Ihia apparent miiacle, of kiridling tlie flncrcd fire ; and that 
consequently it became to be regarded ae iteelF sacred, and 
to he eet apait for the exclusive nee of the proplicla. 

There are many circular enelositrea (wirhont a pentapflnal 
encioflure, however), larger^ smaller, and of nearly tlie aame 
dimenalons aa tliia; but iti none of them do we tir^d any 
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Bome peculiar Qiid marked dcBigQ in the coDBtmctlon of tliifr 
Bmg;uljir work. 

Circleville, in Ohio, encloacd witLin a double wnll, hns a 
central wai'k of Blniilar form Co llint enclosQ*i by Uie pGiila- 
gon* jeloo traces uf asl»es^ clarcoal, or earth, bearirg m&rka 
of Gre, wpre discovered ihere. This work, Ijowevcr, coti- 
tfiined eomu rnro specim^nB of mica. Fort Aticient, and 
m&ny other enclifflurea in the-Scioto v^aJlej, are enlirel/ with- 
out micu. 



CIBCLEVILLK, IN OHltV 

While (here are mnuj emhankments of great extent, varj- 
iiig in furm and relative connection^ which tradition rec^ 
ognises as llio enclosures of ancient cities, ond jihicee of 
Tclugc, llie works at Cii"clcv'iJli! ti'aditionally di; nominated tho 
Tenaplo of P^'ace, and those w]jich GncloBQ the pentagon, juet 
deacribed, ai-e the only ones ■vvliicli are regarded aa exclu- 
aively sacred. {See Cut L, flg^, 9.) 

Oa preBentitig to Do coo dfth a drawing which T had pre- 
Tjonsiy liikeri vf the earth-work of Circkville, hifl ejes heamed 
with dirliglit, and he eNclnimed, *' Sci-o-tee T' Dnt when I 
fnrgrmcd him tliat a populous viltugo now atood within the 
walla of tlie ^iiic-i'jnt enclosure, h'\& fj-nmc trembled with emo- 
tion, fliid liift village grew daik with anger. 1 cl»Kerved liia 
excited etate, and aonght to change the Gubject. But my ef- 
forts were In vain^ fur niemories of tlisit ancient work seemed 
to engroBR all liis tli^tnuhrg. Tie eoon, Imw^ever, hecanie more 
composed, and again repeated, as if to Limaelf, "Gci'O'leel" 
Soon lie iriqnireil whether those sacred works remained un- 
injured? 1 hesitated for a moment, bclbre rei'ljing, lie 
nused hie voice to a louder tone, and with an apparently un- 
conscious rntivemcut of lu3 hand toward tlie handle of hia 
knire, he aske<l, ^'Do ilie bones of nij fatliers rest in peace T' 

My reply in the rfflrmntivo appnretitly re-nssnred him ■ he 
regained liia coinpr.wnre, and Boon began to rehearse to me 
the traJiiii^nal history of the place. 

NotwilLstanding Lis advanced age, fur De-coo-dah had 
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then numbered more tli^in fmirecore niiil ten yetirs/liis recol- 
lectioiia Y'QiQ Tivid and clear, and I waB BGtuniBhed at tlje 
acCDTftcy of Ilia desciiption of form nnd anaiigenicntH 

" Stjvcntyeix wiiitci-s,^' anid he, ^Uiave passed i\>vay bioco 
loat I vieitL'd that place, where Uie IwnoB of ir j fallicra lie ; 
ftnd u'^ll do I reTiieTuber that Lhe oldest of <mr iiiLie ofTen 
boAsC^d tliQt tliQ blood of man ot- beast liad never filalned the 
«arth whlihi ihab cirda^ 

"Til*! ^reat S[«rit rested on tlio central monnd, nnd tlienco 
gfive circles to the pix)pLcts at tlie appearance of eacli nQ7 
moon. 

" Once a year the tieighboHrg nations met togcHicr tc* sing 
•ongB abr>Lit llie eacred circle and to receive, through thd 
propbel, tli3 UU'Sftin^ of llieir fulhers. 

"So greai » fiopved temple is not often Been; hnt thTs was 
erectinl by tbc imf<>n of four rutiona that lived fur many 
yeara at peace with each other, and met annually in festive 
uoion, Tliia circle occupied the geographical centre of the 
territjry belonging to tl»eBO four great nntiona, and lineal 
ranges of arti£ciul niounde diverging from thie common cen- 
tre, m(irkvd the bonnda Iwlw^een fhem, Ench nation^ at the 
annual vtstT, occupied its own boll, except only the great 
chiefs. To tliest; was assigned a position Eoutli of the circle, 
on an eminence commanding a full view of the whole work; 
and the funr oldest chiefs of the several Diilione occupied one 
tenf, of a ecniiciicnlar form, north of the circle. This tent 
waa open to the visile of aW v,\nt [ii;d occnRion to communi- 
cate Willi the eliiyfa. In it all national bnainess pertaining to 
the p*ni»ral wclfure of thn people waa adjusted, royal interaa- 
Uonal nnptiiils ratijjtd^ and tjtlea of honor conferred. 

Thei^ were five matrimonial mimnds npp&nded to this 
sacred work^ located witiiin the encli^sures, fmir witJiin tlie 
festival pquare, one of which waa dedicated to the matrimo- 
nial flervico of each nation ; nnd one, at the entrance to and 
within the pncrcd circle, to Lite matrimonial Bcrvico of propU- 
fita. (Sen Cut L,) 

At ihla reinjile iha order of circniar matrimonial celebra- 
tion waa fiiat iiifititiKed, it having been Uie custom in mote 
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Rin^jent times, for parenU U) lieslow llifir diitigliteis wiiliont 
tiieir cuii^eiit. TIjq imipLctfi |H-rceivliig that utiwilling malri^ 
moiiittl union engendered strife, institnted tiiiH certmofiv, lliat 
fetnnles ini;-lil iiHve power to eacnpe unwilling tbnild^m, 
witli'^nt infi-inf*inp on the I'i^ht of Ujo parent to beelow hia 
child, it hv]x\^ easier to e&tAllisb new cuEtomB thnn to Abro- 
gate old onee. 

The eeremoninl consisted in rnnnlnglBe ring orcircnlur 
tmi] nmiiiid tlie mjilriinoni^l mounds tLat wei~e eligbtl^ ele- 
Tated, and nitide level and smoolli. 

During tjie annual ftaeta, tlie rcpidcnt propliet occupied tlic 
Buratnit of the prophets' jimtrimojiffil ntlnr, fiom duT-diivrii to 
Giinnec, and from euni^ct nntil the cK^ti^ of t^^liight^ mid at 
lliefio tiruGB, those wisfung to Titiite in niftlritnony mi^dit ap- 
penr nl the nntrlnioniMl Rlint; dt^dioated to tlie notion of 
\(-|iich llifj were ineriiljcn*. On the Hp|»L*anin(^e of a male 
at iLq bnae of Lhu aUar, the pt'Oplmt repaired to and aacend- 
ed it. 

If a female then appeared at any otlicr altar, the ceremony 
was inlomrttional; but, if not, it was national. Jn tlie latter 
eaeo, after qneftlidninj; tUo ifidiviihial alioiit Lie mfttrirnorial 
engagement, liis family, name, tte., le was commanded to 
Ring a nnptlal Bong. Thifl was the signal for the apjiroach 
of tlie feuiaJe. If f\i& tame acc^jmiiaiiied by her parents, it 
waa a Jiaticnal evidence of pftrentnl approval ; bnt if alie ap- 
peared alone, tbcir diaappr'»bntion wi« apparent, and the 
cliauting of the matrimonial 3ong by the aan-onnding gnefita 
wac in accordance wilL tho circUTnatances. 

In eitlier easa the parties were entitled to the privileffo of 
tlie ring. The aiiitcir takes a position east of ibe allar, at its 
centre, and the feinale takts bei-a on the west; all boing now 
reLidjr, IIls projliel eommanda blm to pui-etie his bride. Tbey 
both start at fiiU apeed, and if she is os-ertalcen before she 
makes tiirce circoits of the altar, she is hia bride, otherwieo, 
he may not rccoivo her in mamap;o. 

If the ceremony was international, each party appeared at 
tbeir reepective national matiimonial aUare. If the female 
defiirod to retain lier uatlonalily, sbe remained eteadfuGt at 
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t©T place» TtfjurdlGBB of the mfltrimoniai BOTig enng hj her 
enitor; that elie might thus Beciiro tov her itsue tLc privilege 
of acknowledged descent from lier own nntion. 

Eutifelie foreooli lier JiijUiiuinnid jvltflr, nt llie chII nf lier 
fiuUor, she relinquislied bei naliormlity* niid became for ever 
after one witli the nntion towliicL he betongerl, 

"Tliia form of mnrriftgc," enld De-c^^o drih, "duvfrg tia 
etrict oWcrvanoG, wna of prent national iinpoitance. It not 
ouly debfln-ed the cripple and effyminpite from nnptial nnion, 
Ittit Rccnred the Bucceeeian of bu atlileLic and hedlthTul pro- 

Kow ifthis sj^stem of nutriTnonial nnimi was esfalilishtad at 
the temple: of |jcnct?» as r(.-[>rt5tTited hj De-con-dfih, doo8 not 
tlic appcoi'itTico iif the Bamo fcrm of cailli-wM'k more fimn a 
timusaiid mika jj'jitlivreb^ in Ihu reglona of the bhtc-carth, in 
connection witli the lineal rnn^e of peiitajj^ona extending from 
the coasla of Ltthrador to Bruwiisville, in Fenrsjivania, fnr- 
niah filFong evidence of a migration of the nioiind-bnildera, 
al sonio i-emute era, from llie north to the snutli ? And doea 
not tlie vaBt dimensions of tlie^c works m tho aoulh, compared 
With the amaller works found fit tho iiorib, testify to the con- 
clusion, timt from a moie colony, I hey became a great and 
powerful people } 

The r-elention of some of lli&ir ort^lnal ti'adiflonal cnetoma 
among the Indians of IJie present day, who aro fariiiest re- 
jnovst] fiom tivilizaUonf ia indieatiTe of the ancient connec- 
tion or amalgamation of tijc two races. But that tho preaent 
Indian, and tlio ancient mound-bnilder were of distinct nft- 
tional oiigin, ia equally evident. It is evident from the fnct, 
tbat a population so dease, as the worlig of the monnd Imildera 
indicnte, conld not have Enbaieted by fit.hiiig and banting; 
and, besides, the known avei'siun of tho Indian in all ages, tu 
labor, furbids the poeeibility of their conslniclion by that race-- 

'* This,'' Bttid Do coo-dali^ " is one of the moat ancient sa- 
cred Btrnctures kni^wn. Ilero waa tfio great etoruliLinse of 
aacient tradition; hero many aacred ritcB and ce^'etnomea 
bad their origin; and the wilfnl trnnftpres^ion of luwa and 
cdjcta here promulgated wa'^ punished ^'illi dealh. 
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'^Mniiy mooT>a were sp&nt in the conetmction oftliifl great 
work. WkU the earlli of the central mouod were mingled 
the asheB of dend prophets, gaLherod together from the faar 
nations. Ths a^heis of infunU helped to Tea.v the timtri- 
moEiidl inoun(]a^ and the remaina of many geccrutLona formed 
a part of tho wall of the inner circle. Thus waa the work 
rendered sncred, by Ibo materials employed in ita conetmc- 
Clun. But the exterior wall wag formed of earth thrown from 
the ditch whieh anrronnds the iimer circle," 

KutwJ til stall ding this work is genemll^ regarded ns & mili- 
tftr)' rampart, or furl Ifi cation, yet ils contiguity to high grtJiind 
which commAnds a full view of its intericr, ceems of itself suf- 
ficient reason i'or rejecting this conclUBion. Tlie traditionary 
history aa given by De-cor>dah, is more probable. Had the 
work retained its Gn.ci^nt form, I ebould have endeavored 
ta induce that ancient boh of the forest to revisit with me iho 
tomb of his falbera. 

Shortly after this interview, I showed De-eoo-dah a draught 
which I had previou&ly taken of a circular work near CinciQ- 
nati. Art(?r looking attentively at it for eoiac time, in fitlence, 
'*Toll mc,'' Bftid he, "what is your opinion of its necT' 

I told him, in reply, that white men held in high estima- 
tion the art of war; aiid that when they viewed these ancient 
works, which seem to have required bo much time and la- 
bor ft>r Iheir cun&tnicUon, and noted the similarity of their 
oulihio and general arrangement to their own ancient mili- 
ary fortificaliona, they naturally inferred that these were de- 
signed f\*r tho eamo piirpo?c3. 

" Ah 1" Eaid he, '' the white man, with all hia wiedora, ia 
liable to be deceived 1 The tradition of my fathers recog- 
niBO this circular work aa the scene of mirth and festivity, not 
of war and strife- It n^as a national festival circle, the prop- 
erty of a single nation, subject to be need in common. Onco 
a year it waB occnpied as the theatre of national feBtiTities,*' 

Thifl work, enclosing abont twenty ncroe, ie sniTonnded by 
an earthen wall of light Etructure. It has euifcrod much by 
the ravages of lime, 

De-Goodab, being old aod glreu to reflection^ uied aomo- 
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times ti» full into rneUncljoly TiioDcld,&nil nt eiicli limes Reemed 
to tliiiik Diilj of Lis &ucE^9ti>i'Bf aad Lis ilejinrted wife and 
children. lie woolU reccunt tlie niniiy kind ofRcea of Ma 
wife, tlie Eiiddcn death of his cljildrcn^ tite fall of his Inst son 
at the battlo of iho £ad'a?:c, and oihor incidents of Lie do- 
mestic bi story. 

One evening, as I sat Uatening to liis moi;n]fiil recitals, I 
iinconBt^itnialj elied tears. He pereeiveil (Mb^ even before I 
was aware of it niTBelf. He immediHlcly filfe<3 his pipe af 
fiiendahip, nnd affectionately addreastd me: ''Brother," a&id 
he, "I am very eld, and must soon sleep irilli my fathei'S, to 
bo remembered no mere* 

" I iiflv-e no flou to perpetnate my memory, or transmit to 
posterity what yet remains of ancient tradition. 

"I hiive never trualed nny ^vhite man wiih the traditiona 
Ibat 1 have impnrteiJ to you ; receive them as the worda of 
trnth, and keep them aa a eacrcd tra&t. 

" You hnvc treated me with kindnees vithont the hope of 
rewardn I liai'e nothing to leave you in return that will call 
to yoiif remcnibranco our mutual friendship, stive thofle an^ 
cieiit traditions. Treasure them, then, in your paper-book, 
and keep tlieni as the dying giil, of T)e-coo-doh ; and when 
you retnrn to your father, yonr children and friendfi, these 
■will farnieh malter of interesting converaation for you all- 
And wIk'H you or Ihey look npon any of these ancient Tvoiks, 
they will, perliapff, recall to your remembrance your friend, 
tlieddMockinK-IJird;' 
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IN" the states of Illinois, Wlaconain, and luwa, tberc are 
many eartL-voiks wbicli I'eseniblc in ihvm tlje bi>dit'3 of 
men of gigantic pmportiana. Tliesc ara frequently met witli in 
paira, but in various r*jlntiro pciBiLioiig. Sonietimoij Uie effigies 
are constructed aide by side ; at otliere, tbe bends are curitigu- 
ouB» wbile the bc»dioa diver^^'e^ and tbe f*»ct point in opprksfre 
dircction<i; eome have cjiitfllretcbeTl arms, interlix'tiTi/i;, or lu 
croaa-work ; and otbere are witljout any appearnnce of ai'ms. 

Tbi?se works are gencrall/ accompiuiied by loiig:» narrow 
embankments* \silh triiuigutar or pi^intod exCrcuiiLies; these 
ai"e tradilionally denominated pointa of honor. 

Mj Rltcction was drawn to a couple of IboEc co]oeEnl effi- 
gies constructed on the eecond terrace of tlie uppei' luwa 
river, Tbeee figures were not placed Bide by side, Tbe 
uannl points of honor were appended toeacli; bnt tbe one 
hud extended anus, while the otbera wei-e without sirnie. On 
stihfleqnently rcviaitJng tlia pronp in company with De-co*> 
dab, I inquired of him, ^vhnt "was tbe reason of thia diftcr- 
cnce, and what eigniiicatiou was defiigned to be attaclicd t« 
the presence or absence of arms in effigies of tbia class, 

lie replied that thoso monuments, tbe trinmpljal memoriula 
of groat wiiT-cbiefs, were erected after the ceesBtion of hostili- 
tiea (as waa indicated by their relative position)^ and by mu^ 
tiial consent. TIftJ they been erected during the war, tbey 
would have been placed Bide by side. Those inemoriala wei'e 
Boldom viiited in times of peace; but, in time of war» tbey 
were never passed withont a war-whoop salute to cheer the 
spirits of the departed chiefs. Tlio lonp;, narrow embank- 
menta^ on either etdc, &re polnta of honor; and these are 
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uover attncbed to memorial moDumoiits wbicli do not pertain 
to command era in-clii of- 

CLiefs tbaC full without leaving nide isBUo, firo momorial- 
ized with closed arms ; but those leaving a son, or Bane, liaYo 
tLeir armB extended. TIjus yon can tcnm ibat one of thQ 
cltLefe in this group died without issue. 

Ue afterward pointed out to me the memorial monuments 
of two brave cliicfe, not command era- in-cbief, which may bo 
eeen a few miles wcat of tlio group just describedp " ThoBO 
chiefs/' he eaid, ^^you perceive are both momonalized aa 
leaving ibboq; but they have no points of honor, and being 
memoHolizdii during tlie etietetico of war, they aj-e placttd 
ude by Bide. (See Cuts M and W.) 

The chief memorialized in Cut M, waa the last chief heredi^ 
tarily entitled tochiefdom in hia family, leaving no male iasno 
living at the time of bis fall, but having had malo b£UO that 
fell with him in battle, it was memorialized in doj^oaito at his 
feet, as eoen in the cut. Hla antagonist memonaliaod la 
Ont JS', leaves ksne, male and female, as prefigured in tho 
crescent and circle on either eide of Lis memorial monnuient, 
and a national inoiiTiuiental mound rnuning from the end a 
to a birtb-memDriai mound, records the lineal succefiflion of a 
ion, wbilc the two remaining memotiala, ono at the feet and 
the other iLear tlie bcad^ are left in charge of a mother, aa 
prefigured in the crescent between. The small national 
monnd located near the bead of the effigy, and pointing to 
the femaTe birth -memorial, sanctions the fuiure national mat- 
nmonial disposUion of that daughter. Near the blue mouudi 
in lUiaoia, are the memcriala of two chiefs who fell iu oppo- 
Bition to each other, hut not in personal conflict, as appcara 
from their relative position, being placed head to foot. Both 
left male issue ei^gaged in active scrvico, which ia indicated 
by the sharp poiute at the extremities of their extended arma, 

Tiie memorial monument of two chiefs who fell under eimi- 
lar circumstancce, but lea^'ing no iseue, may be seen about 
fonr miles north of Terrellaute, en tlie lowland of the Wa- 
baeh river, in Indiana. 
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TrrLB UOONDfl. 



Tins order crf memmial moDiiment^ abounds Rt varion* 
places, from Clio Allcglaoy inoiinltLina, uortb and west, to 
ILe Kocky mountdiria and ico-bouiid regions of Uie north. 
South of tliia r.inf^c, wo are not awaro of tbe existence of any 
of (hia particular cU^ '>r tumiilur emb:LnkincnEa. 

There is anocher kind of memorial momiment, pertaining to 
title, which rebcniblus, in general form, the war-cliitjrtt' unsnio- 
rial, seen in tbe Cot CCA caaiial (^beerver would bo 
Jikoly to regard them ae the same, but on ciiticAl examina- 
tion, it is easy to diecovcr a difforenco in the coretruction of 
the head, io the oval protuberance presonled in tbe broadest 
end of the work, and aTso in the additional appendage of a 
)i:tLioiLal monumental tnonnd. There nie Bomutimes two and 
Boitiedmes ihree oT tlieso tide meinoriala atLnched to ona 
national monumental mound, aa reprefiented in Cut D D- 

Having proriously obaervcd ninny of thcao memorial and 
title monuments conr tho baaka of tbo "Wabash, Rock, and 
'ffiecoQBin rirera, and having preaerrad aonie drawings of 
iLese^ I laid Ihom before De-coo-dab. 

After aiknlly regai-ding them for about half an hQnr,he ob- 
Berrcd, repeating in substance what Le had previously Bald to 
me, that when this country was inhabited by hia early ancea- 
tote, gnmo was abundant and cjiaJly taken, and, consequently, 
tliey having Icianre, in times of peace, naed to Avrito thuir hia- 
tory in figurea on the earth. There beinf^ many nntlots, and 
each nation very popnlcufl, a small amount of individual labor 
would enfficG to make an imfwrtaiit record- " Ton ol^Berve," 
Lu contmued, '* that on examli^ation yoii have found many 
embaukoieatfi, compoe&d of bcU unlike that which flurrouuda 
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them — lluB is owing to the fact, tbftt in nnelcnt days, it was 
tbo prnctico vttii eomo nnliotie to tukc amnlt poilionii of earth 
from sncrod places, and cJtrry it vfitb tbem in tbeir migrationa 
from one region to flnolLer, to be depositod in ft national pilo, 
sacre<1 to llie memory of their dopavted friends. This earth 
was Bonietimes carried far mnny dajs^ travel, Bn<J furnieU the 
l>ase of a imtional nLunameut^ monnd, L^Ing placed in a re^rn- 
lar stratum upon the surfico of tim ground, and covered with 
earth gathoi-cd fi'om the Ticinity, to f^rra a finished stmclui'c, 

^'Itwas also a custom in ancient timep, when it Mfte not 
nncommon fov healthy men to Btirvivo tliiitoen hundred moons, 
for aged chi^'fa to retire from chiefdom when they became in- 
firm or fori^etfiil ; and it waa tlio privilege of such, on rttirirg 
lo l>estcw titles on wLomcver they might select, with or with- 
ont the consent of tlko national council : but in all cases nliere 
national consent waa oltained.aBjuiholicolnnoQnd was erected, 
irhichLeciimo ind icati roof the origiu of the chief tliua honored 
by tbe deposite of a nut or acorn iu some part c^f the monument 
after Its completion. 

" If the chit'f designated waa a legitimate eon of the chief 
who bestowed title^tbis nntor acorn was planted in the imagi- 
nary loine of the monumental fignre ; bntj if lie were illegiti- 
mate, it waa placed below tlio loina. If title was conferred 
upon a j^randson, the depositc was made in the breast, that it 
miRbt take root in the heart, and bear tOElvmony of family 
ftfF(?ction. Tf the party waa not immediately related to tha 
family of the chief, tlie acorn was planted at the head^ to 
indicate hia supposed wiedom, 

** But the commemoratiro treea whicli sprung from seed 
thna planted, have all pasecd away, blown down by the windj 
destroyed by firo or decayed by age, and not having been 
renewed, these monuments have lost tLoir former pocnliar 
ftignificanco ; yet, on many cf them, where the treea grew to 
A large aiie befi^re they wore npnx)tod by the wind, Lho tracea 
of their former e:tititenco may yet be dhserred- 

" Every long national monument with oval ends, bad origU 
nally two trees standing upon them, aa t!»c emhlema of war 
And poaco. Tha latter wob naaolly an OTcrgieca, the pioo. 
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cellar, i^c, Tu m^r the trunk or break the limbs of tJiia traa 
of peace, was regarded aa a tbrmiii declaration of war; and 
to mar or break tLe tree of war, dvitoted tlie ce&salion of boe^ 
tilitica ; but at tho liiml rntificnUan of pcaoc« caclj uatioD proa- 
twitod iXA. troc of war, and plunlcd a now one in its placo. 

" Evei'y n^tiou bad one monumental mound, at which no 
other cei-emoniea than those just d<!acribcd wero ever observed; 
and so B»<*r^3d was the soil of which they were fjrmed, in the 
estinintiyncif those who rtiareJ them, that all game M'aa snfTcrfd 
to rcet nnhnrruTjd upon tht^m. To alain that boU wiLh the bkiod 
of man or boast, incurred the penalty of death. No medicinal 
herb or root that chanced to gn^w upon these mounds, waa 
fliifferod to he removed ; (has they have, until recently, retained 
their original furma. But now, ouiild the fipirita of the great 
departed be permitted toroviait ^be land of iheir birth, to wit^ 
nefls tbe ravages of tlie whiJe man among tlicse sacred mounds, 
they w<.nild mourn and wail ; ay, they wonld pi-oclaim an 
endless war agahiat thoao whose rndo or careless hands have 
ibiifl done vjoltnce to holy placea, and insulted the gods of tlia 
old world." 

Dccoo-dah paused, and lor half an hour remained eilont, 
apparently lost in profound refioction. He then rscovored a 
cheerful air, tillad hi^ pipe, and voluntarily resumed Ibo con- 
veraation by inquiring if my father was yet alive. On being 
answered in the afHrmatlve^ he Inquired wliere ha resided, 
I auHweri^d tliut he Jivod near the eastern ehore ot this great 
continent, and that 1 was burn near the hank of James nvNj 
at the mouth of which the tiret wljile men settled. 

"Are there nuy monuments remaining in that country?" 
ho ashed. I told him that on my father^s fiirm thci^ was Q, 
great pile of email Bton*»s thrown up in the form of a conical 
mound. "That," said he "was t.ha resting-place of some great 
war^?hiefurehiufn, placed there by national order^tohelionored 
with a funeral pile, in anticipation crf leaving tlie conntry/' 
I then informed him that tlio pile yet remained undisturbed 
and entire. He clasped my hand, and exclaimed^ with mnch 
apparent emotion — ^^Thceor^ofagood man I" Then, passing 
the pipe of friendship, we retlreil to rest. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



THK SERPENT IN THfi WILDERNI^a. 

HAVDfG thorougblj explored llie eastern shore of the 
Miafiisaippi near the junction of the WUpdrein, and dia- 
covcring many mofiumcntai defiigiia sirailar to tLoee general]/ 
found on iLe opposite ahoro, I refii^tlvcd to cross tbe river for a 
more critical and extended ©xatnination, 

Siion lifter crossing tl»e MtSEiseippi, ftt tire janclion of 
Tiwkey river, pmceedirg Hp that strenm, I diacoTercd^ on the 
fiinn of Mr. II. F, Lander, an iaolattid triangular group, |iar- 
tially destroyed by the progreaa of ngricnltiiral innovatiooB, 
which, on a cnreful inapcclion, I rccogtiifled aa an unfioiBhed 
group ofrcBidential ombankmente, (Scd Date Y| Fig. 1.) 

After taking tlie form atid position of this group, on being 
informed by Mr. Lander That the highlands in that vicinity 
abounded in tiiimilar embanVmenta^ I ascended a precipitoaa 
bluff terminating near tbe junction of Turkey river, and aoon 
discovered a serpentine range, or flerlea of mounde. After 
observing their poeUion and order of arrangement, I traced 
them two and a half milca, and found them to represent the 
body of a huge aerpont, with his tail entwined arotind a na- 
tional monumental monnd, to which were a|:^pQnded twc> aac- 
iificial allara (Cut K. Fig. 1); and on the oppofiire or south 
side of the serpent, twenty ptilea distant from the allars, 1 dis- 
covered an embankment repreeenlkg in form the body of a 
huge tortoise. Abont midway of tbe body of the serpent^ on 
the same side, and distant about twenty fetes, was erected 
another national monument, with two sacnticial altars. On 
fnrtlicr examination, I found all of thcfle flacrificial altars to 
}*o C'lvered with an alluvial soil, to The depth of about four 
mches, under whleh vas a etratum of ashes, earth, and char- 
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cdaI commingled, to tLe depth of from twelve to fourteen 

AJtcr removing tbcEO two etrnta from a^bovc, I CAmo in 
contact With & bed of clnj' biinietl milil it wne oh hard and 
flim fts woll'bmned pottei'*H wave, I then entirely removed 
tbo two iijijier Btfata, wht;n iJio fiiimniit of the trmiirid iire- 
BeiiltK] ti> viuw ft large eaijLhvn Lasin (See Cut 'W, Fig- 2), re- 
sombling in form s, baking disb, cigbt feet in diametei-^ nnd 
fourteen inchea in depth; but it wna bo brittle tbot if- ci>nld 
Twl be |iroEcvvcd and removed in ite originsl fovm. On sink- 
ing down beneatii thia vcsficl, I dUcovered thut tiie inTerlor 
of tlie njQund wns eompoatd of sand, sniTonudeil by cUy of 
two feet in liiii;liuei4S^ wliicb funneil tho centio nuter Eiirfuco. 

I tbeti commenced an e^^nminatior of tlie long embank- 
mente, and fuuud tbcse to be composed of eartli resembling 
timl wliicb immedintcly BiirfLinnda llicm; tlio monnda whicb 
give fonu to Ibe body of i\\Q eerpenl, are composed ofFimilar 
matenidrt, and I discovered notbing; like a iirimitive deposite 
ID any of them. I observed a lineal range of inonnda run- 
ning northwest, ivbidi I afterward traced to Llie Spring 
Grove, a diptaace of about one bnndrcd miles, ninning weet 
from an altar near tho tail oT tlic cfBgy. (Sco Cut.) 

I had previouely received from De-coodab^ a drawing rep- 
Tesenting an e^rlh-work in tho fjrm of a serpent, with which 
waa connected a toitoise and Baciificial altf^re. lie assoited 
that IheHQ were wurshippud by the Black Tortoise nation, in 
the dnys of liis aiicestorn^ and lliat on those alliti'a llioy burned 
the hearts of their enemies. Since tlion, I have discovered 
many works of tliia kind, aojceing willi Dccoo-dah'a repi'e- 
fleatatiifn, fjivon in Cut II, Figs. 2 and 3, And as no other 
anImuE eCUgi^-a are foiiad in their immediate neighborhood, 
there can bo little doubt that thia momitain, now peopled by 
Chrifttiiiiis, devnutedlj' worshipping the trne God, once pre- 
aenfed Bcenua <jf idulalroiia woi-ahip, when the grtat tortoise 
(according to llie traditloriH of De-coo-dah), wae placed tLero 
oa n national iateixesaor with the eerpcnt god- 

I liavc never regarded witli macli favor tlieviewa of thoBO 
vho regard the priinltivo inUabJtiknta of North Amencf^ 
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as the dpsc<?ndiinta of llie lost Iribea of iha cliiltlrfn of larnel- 
But I cimli^a that Ibia cnnons earlli-worV^ fliiis raised on 
liigfi^ mi the very summit of tbt^ lofiieat liill In tliHt region of 
c^Jiiiilry, and iti t'uU view of several oxtenalvo groups of rcBi- 
detilial tiuiimde scnttercd al^^ng ilie eUoi'CB of tlie Miesipeippi, 
doee, inUecil^ forcibly remind tho obeervei" of tLe Eriiaen Ser- 
pcT)t misled UT) in tlio wilderness. 

Eur. tilts Biilijeci loloiiga jalber lo tlio province of the theo- 
loffijTM, nnd to his considornlinn 1 willin;^]j Borrendcr iL 

In Irnvei-fling tlie bigii binds of Tiii'key nver, 1 saw many 
moniitnenls t'onimnn lo [be weetem eljore nf llie. Mit^BiPs^ppi, 
but (oi»k no driiwin^ u:itil I descendtid to tlie low lands of 
the Mississippi, and nrrivcd nt Gultcnburg, a tbrivinff little 
Gemian vilbi^o pitiiattd an Ibo bnnk of tlio Mi^^aipsippi, on a 
h\s^\ proino bottom, with a pood landing for boats, Tha 
country wept is fertile nnd cftjiflble of GHsIainJTig a donee pop- 
tilation. The innnedinte lo(*jilinn ofLbia village was formerly 
calltid Priiirie Lnpoito. This btautifiil prairip, Rorronnded 
by iDonnlJiiri sceuery of ihe iTKfit ronmntlr dcFicrfplion, prfr 
eents a very extensne group of arcicnt monamenls^ among 
wbicb wc fcc'>^ii3C tbe forms of two large serpen's, traced by 
Beeriefl of Inmnli, ns ficcn in Cut IL To one of Ibeao aor- 
pentQ LB atta(!liQj a TnoiimnCTilfi] tortoise, much dofjiced (on 
ivbicli flrc'>init it bne Leon omitted from the drawing), wbich 
JB eirmittd just within llie village- 

In tbis* wbule grnnp, we read a record of tbe dominion of 
twei]ly-t^To Bin:cessive sovereigns or great eliiefs, indicated 
"by tbrit nmnbei" of national metnorlal nionnmenls, nppended to 
the t'ff|i*y, nud twcntyfonv jiucol meiiionala, (ippcnJed to a 
natiomd moond. We bave also a record of Ibo extinction of 
tbat line, it» tbe presence of tlie titular nn^mnnent (in tbe foiin 
of an animfil), to wbicli is attaobed tbe luDnnd of e?;tinction, 
pointing; to a batile-bnnnl mound. I whb very careful in 
my tTMiinenition and delineation of ibe&e monndn, as it ts evi- 
dent ibftt tbe wliolc primp will soon be demulialied, by tlia 
I'ftpid ^riwl.b of ibe vilfn^e. 

Tbitt eorioa of inonnda conaiata of residential, raonn mental, 
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matrimoQio], ineinonal, burial, and Utnl&r, tliruwn up in na- 
tional, Hifceal, end hieroglypLical order- 

On (be towering Bommit of an adjacent bluff, arc two sacri- 
ficial nltura, wbiub bear an appeamnce of bAvin|r been ueod 
for iniiny ages. On examination, I foond tlie Biimmit of both 
tliese olturBj of siinilttr'furm with llitise fomierly tlusrribet?, as 
found ill connection willi tbe serpent effigy. Tliese ulUra, 
Lowevor, seemed to have been exposed to a inncb hotter iir«, 
the cTOckerj basin bein^j innch Uiickor, and as liard as ft well- 
burned brick- 1 labnrtd bard for eik HUccesBiv-9 boure, with 
a good eteel-pointed pick, to mnke a hole in the centre. The 
toein pruved to be fwen'y-&e^'en incbea in thickness. The 
eand beneath wafi perfeiHiy diyj and had probably beefi so 
for many agea, afl tbo basiu wa« impervious fo water. We 
Bwpposti this (o bare been one of the eternal altara spoken of 
by I^e-coo-dflh, upon which lie fire wna alwaja kept buniing, 
and where the puniBbmcut of death was occaBionally Indicted 
by burning. 

Having been tradJlionftlly informed tkat hieroglyph fcal me- 
moriaU of tho revolt of D(!-t"<>la the Great luighl be found in 
tltobe regLouB, on the east side of tlie MtdBieaippi, and hiiv-in^ 
spent much time in search above tljia ijuint withont succiess, I 
croescd the river to Caeaville, With the intention of examining 
the adjiLceut country. Being informed by mj host that there 
were many itJonuTnenis about three milea below that village, 
I immediately repaired to the place indicated, and soon dis- 
covered that this identical spot had been spoken of by De- 
coo-dab. 

In the first group examined (aa seen in Cnt P), I found the 
representation of an aninml rcBembling a lion, and having 
been previously informed by Uc-coo-dab that the royal reai- 
donee of the Etk Lion would be foimd below the junction of 
the IVificonsin river, I coninienced a critical examiuation of 
the entire group, and soon discovered, in the vicinity, monu- 
mental repreeentatlouB of tbe tortoiso and alligator. Being 
Botiftficd that this was one of the three residential groups dc 
eciibcd by De-coo-dah (See Cat 31)^ I hnd immodinto rccnirBo 
to my traditional notee, which read as fallows: "This group 
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preaenta tbe figure of an aniiral i-eBemblLDg a licn^ and is rep- 
resented to liBiVQ been tho royal residence of aa Elk cLicf, 
who bore, as bis title, Ibe name of tbat atiiraalp Tiiis cbief 
had added to bis trcitn two great cbiefs tbat bad revolted 
from tbo Black Torloiso nation; and tbo four memonal 
moimds rurnitg in a line from tbe bead of tbe tortoieg to tbe 
hind foot of tbo Lion, wero constructed in memory of tbe fibilL 
find brarery of the torWse, who peraonally coioraunded in 
fiiUT Bucces^ful cspeditipna inlo tbe enemj^'e coniitry. Aa a 
result (>f tbeae eipedltloua, five tribea were added to Lia na- 
tion by tie Elk cbief; tbeae are memorlaUzed aa being com- 
manded by tbe Alligator, aa ebown by tbe erection of five 
memorial rnoiinde running in a lice from the forefoot of the 
lion, to tbe bead of tbe alli^ator- 

Tbo tortoiao and alligator being tbe two principal conapira- 
tore againat tbe great black torloiee (ibe ruling cbief of ibeir 
nalion)j and afterward fubjei;t to llie Klk Liim, are repre- 
aenled in the group Btanding beneatb bim; and the repreaen- 
tation of a tumular cross erected immcdiatclj below, record* 
tbo event of their baving croBBod the boundary line of natione, 
and Gtand aa eeala of tbeir loyalty to tbe Elk nation. (Tbis 
croES ia abown in Cut F.) 

Tbo main memorials with wbicb llie Elk Lion is ingrouped, 
record bim as victorioua in nine battlea, commanding an in- 
ferior force; and tbe two memoHala standing between tbe 
three national embaukmecta, in tbe same range, record bla 
rictoriea in two national pitched battlea, Tbe triargnlar lo- 
cation of the tortoiao and alligator with tbe lion^ sbowa tbem 
to bavo been merltonoue alliea ir all tboae acbicvemonts. 

The three national monnda, in & line with tbe tortciea^ with 
their three memoriale, record bia victoriea in tbret pitebed 
battles, with three different nations, ns commiiTider-in-cbief. 
Tbe three memcHala in a direct line with tbe alligator, bear- 
ing a central position to tbe three national monumcntala ap- 
pended to the lineal range of the Elk Lion, record tbe Alli- 
gator^a meritoriona dceeita in engagements with tboeo three 
several national enemies. 

Tbo fftecn memoiiaLa, which ma in a line from the battle- 
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borial group of fire lai'ge fliit monnde, mark the ^eposite of 
a portluu of Sf^uen tribes lo^t in fire dtift^nBive btiLlleH fonglit 
at tliat jilftce. Tbe large memt^tial north of the lion ejtinbite 
a retrosjiective recoi-d of numet'oua floats of valor acLievcd bj , 
the Elk ctitef before Lis pfofiiotiim ; &ud tbat memorial being 
conetructbd in the form of a reeideTitml, ebowe hJE promotiaa 
lo have been baeed n^xiii signal eervicea pj^viously rendered. 
Tlie Hemipiraiilar gi-oiip of eigbt memorijils appended to Ibe 
line nf ibe Elk iJuti diverging iVom bead and (ail to llie cross, 
represcuts him as Laving won Lis rojnl laorele in eiglit tri- 
■auipbont Tictorjea. Tbis gronp is silnaled aboat two miles 
BOiitb of Cuaavillc, near Ibc Miasiseippi, bnt has been partially 
destroyed bj Ihe ravages of tbe plotigli. About ona mile 
flouth of tUiB is anolber residential gionp (Cat F), differently 
arranged. 

ll iti traditionally repreeenfed to bave been tbe pcimanent 
place of rceidcDce of ibe great Red lion ; who tbe same tra- 
dition declares to bare been a man of blood. Tills title mon- 
ument is known to be bis fj'om its being covered with red 
pobbloe. Tlio extent of Lis power is read ia the twenty-two 
tribular monnmenta appended to liU residence. They ara 
known to be tribular niuunda fruiu the position they occupy 
witli respect to the national monument to wbicli they are ap- 
pended. 

These twenty-two tribes are memorialized aa divided into 
tbi^ee independent divitiione, by the erection of the three ra- 
tional monnmenta; they were commanded by fom-teen eliiefa, 
memonal ized in tbe erection of their fonrteen I'eaidentiaU en- 
closed within ibe titnlar mounda. The Ave batllebn rials, 
located north of Llie title muniimenls, record the r^pnlse of 
tlie eneitry in 6ve batllca fongbt at tbut place, but are not 
given in the cat. The monumental T, or three fonrtha of a 
cross, record fbo decapitation of two cliiefe of royal deeccnt 
at that place (this form of monnmcnt nnivoreally bears record 
of decapitation) ; the position these monnmenta occnpy, being 
entirely enrronndeJ by tribuUr memoriaffi in this gronp, bears 
record that tlie decnpiinfed cliiefs were conq^uered by the 
whole united forces of the Ited Lion. 
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TUIa sovf^reign cliief united, in afVor-tjine, willi DlLers, in 
tliQ erection of a uiuc^li l^irgergrDLip in iLo vicinity, iDCii'e com- 
plicated in coiistructior]^ to ^vliicli Is ajipenJed tlie national 
Bacrificial altnr, tlie pinnacle laoood, tie matrimonial cifde, 
and the grand national reaidentiaU (See Cat H.) 

From tlio tradilionnl deecriplion of Iho two last ni en lion ed 
gi'oupfi, tbe rcfitler will more readily comprohead the ordei" 
and deeiu;n of this moro complicated and eKtenaive work^ 
wliicli eiimprisGB, in all, onft linndri?J aTjd ilt'ry-five tumuli, of 
wliiuk nint:tj-Bii ara memurials, liiiirteiin HUt^riHcial, six na- 
tiunttl njoiiuinents, seven liitiogljpliica- titular, eight tnatrimo- 
Dial,a]X t'eatiral, ten battle, erne pinnacle, and one residentiaK 

Tbe ninelj'-yij: memorials extending over on area of about 
eigbty acr^ in an oLlong sqnaro, reeord ustic^nal events tbat 
occurred during the mle or reign of ninety-sis Bovereigns, one 
iikemi:>nal Laving been erected tit t!ja inaugnnLtion of each 
king or rulev. These ninety-aix soreieigna were descended 
tbrongh Ihc legitimate lines of six distinct familice, shown by 
the aix national monumental effij^iee. The twelves Gacrificial 
tiltare appended to the Gis tnonumente, record tbe obeervance 
of aacrificial service; thoro being tsvo altara ta eaeh moDU> 
nientf one dedicated to the Hun, and the otlier to the muou^ 
testifies to tbo universal adoration of those two luminaries 
throughout the entire reign of all tbe Bovereigne commemo- 
ratod in that record. 

Tbe eix tiliilar monnmenta are confitructed tn the form of 
the several animals that gave titular name to the six familice 
hieroplyphicallj memonaliaecl ; Laving no altars appended 
to Uiem, shows them to hare continued ateadfasl in'the 
faith of iheir fathers. But the two sacriQciEil alt^Lrs ctm- 
structed on oitlter side of the lortoiae, hear record that ha 
became a proselyte to tbe sacrificial serTice of tbe nation into 
which ho was adopted ; and being deetituEe of a nalicual 
monumental meiQoriat, bIiows him to hare been without 
lineage in that nation. 

The six festival mounds were renred in commemoration oflbe 
nsLeriog in of these six distinct familiofl of rojal lineage. Six 
lu&triinoQial mcuuds were erected for the accommodation of 
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Uiese BIX fumjIii^B, anil t^s'o ro]^ the ciiimnim servitjc of tlie na- 
tioiii and Htaiid iiiLimorjulizud ag such witLlu Uii^ mntnjiicnial 

Tlie ornaineutfll mound (not seen in llio ciil), one Imndred 
and aixtj |*ulta in langth, and fi>ur in breadth, situated on tlia 
east eiUe of tlio group, and extending' ib^ whole length, ap- 
pears to be pJii-liy naturivl, and partly oiti dciiil. It ia cov- 
ered wUIl heavy oak treos, wliilo ull Ilie other embankm^jnta 
are Hcbly carpeted with a Inxiiniint gmivrli of gi-oss. 

The pinnacle maiuKl, towering above the utiiera in tlia 
Leigiit iif Biglitoen feet, c^oTiiiiiaEida a linnitaome vii^w of tba 
MiMiafiippi river, and the coinitry atljaccnt, 

Tlje tun battlo buriid monuda contain Ihc ashes of tlie dead. 
Tbie |ieo|d<?, beinr^ Wfjmliippeifi of the enn, consiinied tlio 
bodioa of the skin by tire^ find as wotfihippera of tlie moon 
also, {hey ernctod two Buci'iiieNds at eacli plae<? of reaiJential 
offering. They oUeLed aaciifice tu tlie eun by day, and to tha 
moon by nigbt. 

There is no appearance of serpent worship in lhis» or m 
Any of riio noigbborirg gronpa east of the Misftiaaippi in Ibia 
region. noLsvithetanding that the tortoJBo, and probably tho 
alligator tbiofa were originally cf that fiiitii ; tha alligator, 
liowever, being Tnemcrmli^ed aa of regnlar nationnt lineage, 
wa9j probably, the offering rif international amalgamation. 

There i&. however, about thirty miles norib, and m Iho vi- 
cinity of Prairlo do. Chien, in tho reaide:itial group of tlie 
Eagle, a email eerj^cnt which la the only oae knowa to U9 in 
thoae regions, reproflentod in Cat S. 

Chia group is iraclitiunaby ropre*enled ta bave been the 
permsiitiTit residencii of a king who bore^ as Ma ritle, the nnme 
of the E'IqH, The pinnacle mound was the seat of royal resi- 
doQCie, and bis title moand being coastructed in the form of 
an caglo, in a line with two national monnm entile, records 
the reign of two aona. The font email moimiis connected by 
ombankmentB with tho pinnacla monnd, ehow the births of 
fonr sons ; and the forn- dotaobed mounds, in li line rnnning 
Bouth, the births of four teumlt'S, whom the long endiankmeiEt 
of national ordiar records a^ Laviag been offeied in niLtional 
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fiflcrlfico. Tlio four mounde running nortb, from the pmn&cle 
to tlie national Bqnarc, were Bssigned to birtli-day festivals, 
and present indistinct ti-acee of the festival, or inatrimonial 
ring. Tbe niitiimal aqnnre ta formed of foar natinnnl embank- 
ments connected togetlier, wLicb record tbe joint dominion 
of the funr sons. 

Tbe fignre of an nnimal, conatnicted on tlic east side of tlie 
national Bqnai'e, records tite eldest son as liaving signalized 
himself, and thereby rendered himself worthy of titular 
commemoration ; and three small monnde rnnning west froni 
his birtli festival inoimd, show the birtb of three children; 
the other tbree hlrlh fostivale, having bnt one memorial, re- 
cord the birtii of one child each. The serpentine range com- 
prises twenty memorial monnds. connnencing within the angle 
formed by tlio two national embankments, and proves tlio 
serpent to have been an object of reverence, or worship, to 
tboee Boverei^ne; and llie number of the memorials shows 
nineteen annual offerings to have been made by them. Two 
of the memorials bein^ connected by an embankment, record 
an oflering of twin cliildreD. 
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CHAPTER XIV- 



BATTOHAL F^nVITT, A3 DEaCElDKD BY DE-COO-DAa. 

ON ti)o Little Miami rivor, ftbout twenty- five ml lea north- 
east of Cincmnati, in tha stato of Obic>, is to be eeea ft 
^ra-rnl ufltional tircle, eTiclcsing a amall circle and central trun- 
cflU'-l monnd- The large circle is ahonL ime mile in circnm- 
fei'ence, with an Emb;iiiWinet]t about eigbt feet wide at tlie 
Ijottom, and abijut three feet litgh at tbose places wbere It lias 
remained appai-ently uninjured. The inner circle ia about 
forty poles in clrcnraforenco, witb an cmbanliment about two 
feet in perpendicular hei^tit, witb a fliit Euifiico, and twenty 
fyct in tbicknef^a. It ia miicb defaced* and in some places 
nearly deelrojed, by The uprooting of timber which formerly 
grew upon \t. The cent rnl mmmd^also, is inudi defaced from 
the same canee; but the email mound, located at tbeeutranca 
of tbe outer circle, atill retains its original form. 

This group, etanding at a considerable distance from any 
other, ie eaJd by De-coo-flali to have been oroctod for the pup- 
poao of enclosing a plot of ground wblcb bad been consecrated 
by tlie propljGta, and set apart by rnyal command, for national 
fesLivity- It belonged exclusively to one ration, nnd was 
rarely occupied without the preeence of eouie representative 
fi'om each branch of that nation. 

It waa the ancient cuatom, in the conatruction of a national 
circle, to ouclose land enough to admit of the orcction withm 
ic of one lent f>r each family belonging to the nation. Whoa 
a nation prnspered nnd ircrensed in numbers until tbeir na- 
tional circle became tno Bionll, a new one was erected, ** Ton 
thus," said Du-c^j^Klali^ *' can form some idea of the nnmerical 
fttrength of a nation, from the dimensions of its festival circle* 
Tou will observe that where a circle baa been vacated, the 



Crr J. 




ISTEaXATIONAL FESTlVnX 



TRlAl^'aULAB GBO[TP, 



199 



paeS'way, nr place rjf entrance, lias been filln! np^feo tliat IL9 
outer euibatiknieiit forme an nnbroken ring.'* 

De-coo-dali llien gave mc the order of occupancy 8fi fullowB: 
Tbe central mouTi'l wfta occupied by great national t'nnclittna- 
riea; their tenia wore placed around tlio inner cii-clcsuTround- 
ingihe central nr^und ; and there, once ayear^freeintorcourso 
waa flecnred between the governors and i!io governed, friend- 
Mpa were sti-engtbenedj and national union cemented And 
confirmed. 

Tho great ci»ef occnpiod Ihe Bouth centre of tho circle, 
representing the meridian eon, who eonda fMh his greateet 
wartnlh at mid-day ; hie coancil, in Iha north, to represent ihe 
Bun's rays ; the prophets, in llie east, direct his rise; and hia 
itibjcctfl^ on the area of the great circle, guard and defend 
the whole. T)ie order of ceremony in the fefltivitieB at thd 
tiationnl circles differs but litlic. 

Tlieac feaats not only served to *trergtheTi tha ties of fnend- 
Bhip and of national nnivni, hat afforded an opporlnnity for 
consultation aWit the occnpiincy of territory for the ensuing 
season, bo as to aecnre t> each band or tribe a ^ufficiancy of 
game for their siiBteTiaiice ; in tbis nllotmcnr, large diBtricts 
were held ir i'eserve,to ad^riitof the pi-opagatiou aud increaso 
of game for future eupplies. 

Tlie national circle is of very ancient origin, and pradiially 
increoBcd in aizo with tho advance of nations- So small, 
indeed, were eomo of them, originally, thai Ihey wore alter- 
ward levelled to fonn cirelcfl of celebration, aad Utcn enclosed 
with a national circle of larger dimcnBiona. 

Still later, aa Tiaticna became more numerous and more 
populous, iou"';rj fijslivule were instituted, in the ceJebratioa 
of which two or more nations united. These gave riee to new 
forms of constnaction and arrangement of the festival circles^ 
ftod to chaar^ca of order and ceremonies. 



TRlAKGnrnAB OEOlJP. 

Tliis group {Cut J), representing the nninn of three nations 
in nriitin feHtivitj, may be Been in Iowa, abont Lwfinty miles 
west of the Mlabissippi, on tlie lioot river. It atands in & 
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grove of ttmbef'treeB, pftrtiBlljr overgrown hy dwarf flbmbfl. 
The circle of c^lebratioi), in the centre of tlie group, is 
nearly oIJi[;e:"atc4, but tlie festival monnd enclosed, is twelve 
feet higli, and Uiirlj-sis feet la base diameter, Tlie national 
embEHnkm&nta are tlirec, four, and £to feet in height; ouch la 
twelve foet in dlnmetcr, nnd one liundrod and forCy-four feet ia 
length. It will bo observed that tbo combined heights of the 
national einbanhmenle are precisely equal to the va»-iicftl height 
of the festival or central mound ; and tliei^e combined heights, 
TjiiiUijdiijJ bj the vertical height of Ihe central mound, give 
the ejutt^t lungdi of each national embankment. 

The matrimonial monndd, nt each entrance, Ihree in nMuiber, 
ai^ in & gi"j(l sUtc of prcacrvftlion, being formed of blue clay. 
They ai'e thickly coaled with ^raeS| but, unlike all the other 
^mbankinerila, have no shrubbery on thera. The order of 
occupancy difiVrs from that of nttlic>nal eireka, but ia similar 
to thnt in the anion of four nations^ a deacriptlon of whicli 
follows. 



FKSnVA:, CKTOIT OF FOUa W ATI0W5- 

On an open pi-airie, near a small grove, about twelve miles 
eiit of Mount Trumbull, in 'WieconBin, may be seen a very 
remarkflTjIe arrangement of mounds s^nd embankments, repre- 
Beiited -Mi 111*? fvhtivnl linion gruup of tbiir natlonft. (See Cnt K.) 

Tlie festival, or centtal inuurid, with the circle of celebration 
which enclosae It^ woecotnijoaed of clay, which could not have 
been procured in the vicinity ; but tlie long embankments are 
oompoaod uf earth similar 1o that of the immcdialc vieiaity. 
Tl»e matrimonial moundaarccomposed of blue and white sand, 

The naUunal, or long embanknienta, of unequal height, indi- 
cate tlie cfkmparative strength and importarce of the nations 
to wfjii^h l.hfy severally belonged. 

The central mound toAveja up to a height equal to the com- 
bined heights of the four national embankmenta, one being 
throe, and another four, and the other two five feot each, 
making in all eeveuteen feut^ the precise vertical height of the 
central mound. 
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Tlie circle of eoloTjrfttion that suironnds it, has ft Blii;ht elo- 
vation^ compareJ with tlie other embanknionte, lis dinUatk- 
Djent id BeveoJeen feet ln'ond, snd iH^rfecily fliit and level on 
UiQ tiiirfucti. TEiB ap;ico 1ki!tw@Gii (lie ci^ntriLl rnoiLnr] aind tlie 
circle uf col uln'ji Lion i^ Lhirtj-t'Liiir feet, btin^ usarlJj' iquiil U) 
the wiJtli of tlie circle aud tbe veitical liciglit of the Joativnl 
or cciitinl tnomid. 

AfLcr t:kkin<^ tlie cT^act mcQ&ur«tnent of tlicse sevcrni pDi-t^, 
I could but u<.lmipe the iiiuo pi-et»itum of avran^menlobaerved 
in tbe coTigt ruction of iLei^e uppAroiitlj siinjile moniiinevitB, 
Bui tliH Giinpliuity of ocmipannj', h4 narrated by Do-coo-dah, 
was not only prubahle^ but Iiiglily amiiKiug. 

Af\i^r bavia<^ given mc a drult of the emltnnlvmenEH^ be 
nnJeitook to draw upon Ihe ice for me, & reprtaentalioji of 
tbu mode and order of Uicir occnpan^y. He atated that the 
groat body of oacb nation occupiod^ in rowa of tenta, tlie oat- 
eldu of ita proper national embankment. Each roi7 contained 
tbc eume number ot* tGiils^^fio arranged that fL>iir of tho^e rowi 
aufBred to fill the circle; of celebration^ and ihuB all might 
enjoy ilio dance in ragular rotation, 

TIjc cliicfa and proplicts of oacL nation, were locnfcd witliln 
tbe euibankniente, and bet^^een tbem and the circia of cele- 
bration. Tbey occapied, during ibe dance, the Bpnco between 
tbe circle of celebration and the ctntnil monnd, the elder chief 
of each nation nccupyifig the sLimmi<9 of the central mound, 
to {iive flignala of order. 

The cbiefo and prophets who were within the circle, wonid 
eometimea give place to tUc a^ed, and take tltoir placoB in the 
circle, to join m tbo dance with the younger men. 
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CHAFTEE XT. 

ONCE & year, llie nationa met togctber. Before tLe de- 
parture of each frcim lU own territory, bands of huntcn 
jrere deaigtiated to procure suppliea fcr Ibe coming featWal, 
ATiJ the^e, at aa appointed time, all went forth in Gcarclj of 
gamd. The reet of the baolera^ together with the old and 
young of their Dfltion, eet oaC lq detached parltes, and took 
np their lino of march fi>r the placecf meetings providing finp- 
plies for themselves by the way. 

The festiral was held at an appointed fuU-moon. The time 
of beginning the junmej, waa determined by the dietonce 
oach nation had to ImTcI. Oo their an-iral at the place of 
meeting, they pitched their tents on the outride of their re- 
BpectEve national enibaakmentd, and new tents wt^re erected 
at each annual featival- [Tt nppenrs to have been a custom 
with the ancient Ameneana, jet observed by the Itidiaca of 
modern times, never to occupy the same wigwam a second 
time. A Bnporstiticn ie iimversttlly prevalent ftmorg the north- 
vefttcm Indians that Hvo in tents, that when a placo of abode 
bafi been de^erted^an evil spirit enlere and dwells there] 

TThcn the banda of the festival hnntera had al! arrived, the 
oldest chief of Ihe nations ascended ihe central mound, and 
fiang a scng of uiiioa. The four nations joiEicd in the chome, 
each in ita own lang^iage. Tlie clash of voices, and the i%b- 
Bcnco uf all hannony in this wild Bong, with itfi retnrning 
echoes, strack the ear in a confufiion of harsh sounds, that 
eeemed almost to malce (he trees of tlio forest shake. 

Then began tlie prcparationa for the feast. When the gamo 
had been cooked, and all bad oaten eudiclentlyf the olduet 

*TradiliouL 
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chief of encli nation, accompanied by the prnpliota, repaired 
to tljft union mountt, Tlie EgeJ and infirm, with lli© sirall 
cliildreOj AR^ernbled nt tlio BtiVBral nial nmoniitl nioiindjt, lo- 
cated at llie fiiiir phirts of entracice. These preparalorj 
arrjingemenJfl being indde. and tlic signal given, tlioso wlio 
occupy the first rowe, or line of tcnte, dividiuir in the centre 
of eacb line, take np, in ainpic file, the line of march, moving 
nglit and left Id tho place of entrnrce, vbere they promiscu- 
ously unite liy joining hHuds^ nnd walk iu double-file to The 
matrimimlal lunuuds. There they eepar^te, and nin.rthirig 
around, lutet ou the ofijioelte eide, where Un-y a^'jiin jinu 
bands, and march to f,he circle of celebcfttUiu. Tliere they 
nrrnnge theinfielvcs in order fur tijc dance rutil tho cIwIg ia 
full, when the dance HepinB, 

After the circle le full, the reeidue of the nations tike their 
Beats pFOiiiiscuon^ly on tlie nalitmal embankments, to chant 
aira and make melody for the i"iug- The old men, old women, 
and ddldren, hurlng previunaly aaaembled at the matrimonial 
moTinds^amn^e thefnaelves with the appearance of tlic uneqnnl 
paiis ag tliey paea along; that inequality conetitnfing one of the 
chief Bourcefl of festival amnsement. To see aged mothera 
eecorted to the dan CO by bashful sLripIingfi; the bfigbt-eyed 
maiden by the old and wbftediaired chiefs ; here two males 
taunting each other wiib eifcnnnncy^ nud there two feraalee, 
each claiming f<n- herself the bon*>r of ananbood, leading each 
ether to the merry circle, gave occaaion for many rnde jestfl. 
All, fiowcvor, pa^Bod off in griod-bumori for in have been 
angry on eiieh an occasion, would be the higliofil broach of 
politeneflsi known to ihe ancient Americnn. 

The first dance being concluded, (he ring waa vacated for 
the reception of another circle cf occupants, the eame order 
of prnmiscuouB mingling being observed thronghout the fret 
three days; hut on tlio morning of the fonrth, tho^io intending 
to unite in matritnony, arranged themselves in the line of 
march, ao aa to meet at the entrance, joined hand*, and passed 
the rnalnmimiiil momid together. This waj* conaidered a pub- 
lic declaration itfrnarnnge contract. Then they dance together, 
they feaat togetbcrj and, the matrimonial mound being vacated 
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at evening, tliej run Lho marriage rAce, wliile atl the nutioTifl 
aesembled witliin and npoD the national mouDdSi circles of 
celvbrAtion^Ani] (?enli-al moundj unite infiingirigraplial chante 
ftnd sorfcgH of rejoicing. 

TL« gron^ja wblcli liavy been paHiciilailj described (Cuta J 
ftni K), were conatpocttd fur n*f(;rn3^*<>/i'rtn'eaLivitie8 only; btit 
Boinetlinesthey were 5^ urre^n^ed aBt<>permitoftiiciro<jCa£ioTtal 
occiipancj by a einglo nation of the nrtinn. lu works of tlie 
latter du-icrlption, the dis'anca between Ibe exifemiti«s of the 
FOveral eni1>jmkineintii, v.'i\s V'liMiX t» the eiiLlre It^ngth of 4?hcI]. 
When a feasL wna held hy a etnglfj natiun, their tenlA were 
erected in a circle ouEAi<ie of their natjunal embniikmentf 
BnnunJ the tent oF tbo oldest chief or proplict^ located in the 
CQEitt-e of the roeidaiitidl cirelk^^ around wirieh they danced. 

Sin£;rle mouDdft wore HoinGiLmes cortstnteted by Bin^l« bands 
or tribes, fnx ordinary feasting. Tbeee wert fiomelimea cir- 
cnlar^eoTne times lang^ accordiufr tathe ta&te or natiuiml custom 
of tin; hulldcrfl. Tbose of ciiCTilar form were anrrounded by 
the circle of celehratioii ; but this kind of festival motmmenta 
were not entitled to in nt in menial altare. 

At theao fcstivftls, an abrnidanco oF focid was provided, 
incbidini^ all the d^iinttes of the forest; nothing was UBcd 
Bparingly or wirb gnidgin^r hand, but band vied witli band, and 
natiun ^viih natlun, in the bounteouanees and variety of tho 
pre[fHi'atioii. 

In describing the mode of construction of these national 
circles^ and exphiining their arraugemect, DL'-coodah re- 
markL'd (aa lie bad done before)^ bow mnch the while man 
had been mistaken in Biipposingf tijcm to have been erected 
for warlike piirpoeea or for ofllional dafences. ''Tbe tradi- 
lionH of my fatht're/' snid he, *'elJOw tbem to have been only 
the Bccnea of mirth and festivity. At a given time the nation 
provided wiTh a supply of provision Biifficient for several 
dnyflf rejtaired to the cii-cle (which had been already marked 
out by ft*J^tinp Btahee), and orocted tlieir tenfs within it. Tho 
great chiel" stood in tlio centre, and each member cf the na- 
tion bm 11 gl it thither a basket of earth and Gpreail it around, 
to form the base of the eentrul mmmd ; thiB done, Le was aat^ 
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ronntJed by flnbord inate cliiplB, warn<irB, nrnl Imnlcrs^ to wait 
tlie order's Of tlieir great htiad- IIu iiexL si-leclcd iLo lendcra 
ofljje iiiinLmg-ijaitieei tlitee galliered tbtir rtB[Kictive bonds, 
And tlien repaiied to Llie prnpljet fWr advice and direction; 
they were ordered to return villiin n given number of dnye, 
ftnd each hunter vae accompanied by a nimble-footed eqiiaw, 
to drees and brin^ back iho game. Tbcy dtparled in tb^ 
midst of flie j^^yt'iil fih'uita of tbe whole nation. During ihft 
al»fi(!Tite uf these bunting paHies, tbe time was occHpied by 
the remdcie of the nation in galbcrirg caith and placing it 
aronnd tlte circle to form tlie wall; the children mcnnwhilo 
being emploj'ed, under the direction of the iLgod,in conatnict- 
iDg tbe mati'imonial monnds, TbuB the embankment re- 
ceived annually an addition to ita matenals, antll it eventa- 
al]y boeEime a lowering wall. 

On the day appointed fur (be return of tbe Lnntem, & 
general faet was observed by ail, and fuel was gathered to 
supply the tiros for cooking the gome, and for giving ligbt to 
tbo circle. 

At the setting of tlio eun, the bnntere retnm«dj and werd 
greeted with joyful ncelamationa. Then the feast was speedi- 
ly made ready, and all ate nntil they were Bnl.iefiyd. Tbe 
dance followed. Feasting and dancing were continued at in- 
terrala, iintit all the provisions were consiimedH Then, tbe 
great chief, marched at the bead of the nation around the 
Bommit cf the embankment, to render ita wall firmer and 
more compaetj and afterward led Ibe way to tlie entrance. 
There be aeeended tbe raonnd of public address^ and pro- 
claimed to each baud, aa it left the circle, ita location aud 
territorial limitB for the comiDg >'ear. 
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CHAPTER XTI. 



FBIUfrTVK DitrosiTKa. 



WUEN^ we treat of primitive depOBitcB, wq mctLn IhoAO dft- 
poaiteii at tlie time of the election of the moTiumcnt ; 
ftfl there oro alao inanj depositoe found in mcmiulB that bavo 
eritleutly been plucitd thero witliin the Inat century^ such we 
term recent depositea; some of ihoafl were prahftblj^ mada by 
the iirat pioneers cf (iivilizatlcn, and einiie hy Indians of mod- 
ern tiniea. Wg Kvh not aware, Lowever, that tribes of tbe 
pure IndiflCL race ever practised, to any considerable estent, 
the custom of tumnlar depositea. 

Unman bonca, pipes, beads, and otlior oroamontal tnnkota, 
common to Indian tribsB of vaiioaa national origin are at>ma- 
timea found, not only in burial monnds^ bat in otbcr embunk- 
ments not oriyinallj' tlesigned for bnrial purposes; and itiB 
BOW becoming more common tbaD formerly, for Indiana of 
various tribes along our frontier lines to dcposita Uieir dead 
ill monnde^ bclienng that wbite men view these with fiome 
decree of rererenco. 

It ie worlby of remark, that in tbe critical Gxamination of 
more tlijin four Lundred embflnkments by escalation and ra- 
moval, I bare THii^erBally found the primitive depoBite, wliea 
eucb esiated, to bo placed either on or below tbc natural sur- 
face of tbo ettrtb upon which the inouud was originnily erect- 
ed; while recent dcpoeitcs are nsually found near the Bur- 
faco of tbc mound cr embankmont, particularly wberc the 
embnnkmeutB aro largo. 

The want of knowledge neccBsary for a correct discrimina'- 
tion between primitive and recent depositea, may frequently 
iead the antirjuaiian astray in fonning correct conduaiona 
relative to the original design of Uie monument. 
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"Well-made eartben-TeEselB iwa sometimes found depoeited 
in tie sarno mound witli oUior aHicles> which are eviJenlly 
of Btmplo aod sfivago origin, and oyinciTig no indicationB of 
eiyilizaCioD, or prt^reea la the arts; bnt the fiaer articles are 
invariably finind beneath. 

In jirirnitlve burinl-nnjunja, tradiLionallj repreaented as 
Buch, with the excoption of pro]>hcticiil memonala^ we haTe 
found no pnmitive depositee of auy article whatever, ^^'bile 
r^Giit dcpoeitoB aro not uucommon ; and even the decompo- 
BLtioD of aniraal matter ie eo complote, that the smnlleEt vee^ 
lige of flesh or bone ie rflrely perceivable ; the only traco of 
the depoaite which remains, ia eeen in a thin etraliim of earth 
of different color and lextnre, Trom that wliicli Biirmunds it^ 
Where the motmd is composed of sand (which is frequently 
the case along the ehorea of rivera and lakes), fhose etrata of 
decomposition are much more plainly marked, fre^^uently pro- 
flenting tho forms of men vnryirg in Btatnre from fivQ to 
seven, and Bometiuiea eight feet in height; eometimea de- 
posited singly, and sometimes in a circle with iheir beads 
pointing tn the centre. But in recent depositea where bones 
are found they are usually deposited without reepeet to any 
particular order of annngernenl. 

In monnds traditionally reprepented as containing the 
afihea ofpropbote, wo have on examination invariably discov- 
ered more or lesa miea, a deposita not fonnd in any ether 
order of monnment.j except Huch a^ are traditionally repre- 
sented to havu been oracular or BacrificiaL The ornrnlnr 
mound (which la traditionally ktiowti as ench^ by ii& relaiive 
position ifi the gfonp of which it forma a part), frequently 
contains large quantitiea of mica. This favors the conjecture 
already advanced , that mica was an article exclusively em- 
ployed in religious rites* Respecting tho probable nee made 
of it by the pi'ophetB, we have already ventured a anggeetion. 
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CHAPTER XVn, 

Tl&n TO TDE ANOIEKT MKTSOPOIJS. 

NEAK tlie jtifiction wltli tLo 3Ii6S]6&ii>pi of a small etroam 
cnl[od tlio Bad-AxCf in tha etatc i/f WiacODfiin, Ibcru is a 
compltcnted gronp of eiLrIb.wi>rk3 ucenpjiiig a &iirfi*ce of 
tieai'lj r<.»rtj' acres. (TIih region is tmutg j>Hrt]cul»Hy d^ 
Hcnbed in auotlier p&rt of iIiib volume.) I resolved to rc-vjeit 
iLe place in company wU3i my old fiiend Decoodiib, for the 
purpose of neceitaiiiing froni Lim, s^z ficcnmtdy as ]>oaaible, 
the tmditional origin and nee of Uio oaiili-work- Doing at tLU 
lime locflte<3 at tlio difstonce of two days" travel fjtJiM ibe placo, 
I fi'eigbled a canoe witb pri^vieionSj camping equipnge, &c., 
and eet oni on our joumej. Al evening we atoppi^d vrith 
Home Frencbciken who bad coinnienccd a Rmiill aetilenieiit on 
tlie eastern ebore of tbe Mlfiai&aippi; tbey bad Indiati wives, 
vLom thej seemed to regaid almost as slaves^ Tor tiiej t^ea^ed 
tbem liaraLly, beating tlieiii ciuelly fiji- tns'ial offences. I rc- 
monatraled witb tl&m upon tlia impi'opncty of eucli tj^ent- 
ment; but tbey took tbe matter very lightly^ and uppeai-od 
to bo mticli amaaed witli v-liat Iboj termed my ignorance of 
iLe Indian cbaracter, arguing tbat pbysical force was Ibo 
only means of securing obedience and subjection. Ibad al- 
ready discovered tbat tbis wag tbe only means resorted to in 
the Winnebago nation^ with a few bcnorable exceptions 
among tbo aged wboeo Labita bad been formed previous to 
tbeir aBsocintioti with wliit(> rncn \ tbcee scarcely ever made 
nae of tbe rod, even witb tbeir cblldi-en. 

Notwitbstanding tbe persevering efforts of piouB miesioQ- 
ariee to ameliorate tbe cortdittun of tbe Winnebngoe^^ Ibey 
are daily sinking deeper and deeper in de^rndalion. Dtnnk- 
eaacBB, tbefl, and almost every species of debaucliery, are on 
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the inerense. Yet now nnJ then wb tlTso^ver among them 
Bome if£ the nuhW tnilte of their onginnl character. TlieBO 
l>cc\>me !c68 rnre as we recede from tbe line of the frontier 
eettlemente. The more remote from the white man^ the mora 
\irtnon3 and the more honora.blo is the Indmn, with more of 
kindly feeling, leee of vice. ThJa may in part ba aoeonntcil 
for in the fitc^t thnt most of thf^ee with M')kom they Arc hron^lit 
into intercnnrae in the while eeitlemeTil«, are of degraded 
charaeter arjil hix nii»ralfl, who Ret hefore them h(»th ihe ex- 
flm|>le of^ and leni]>Iatioiifi to vice, over-reaching Uierti in 
trade, dcftaudinp ihem of their money, fur, and hlanlcela. 
The Indian, wauling in proper diecn mi nation, Icame to look 
npnn aU white men with eaepteioa ; and not even tho mia- 
etonarj, however devoted to his work^ can Iiopa to eierl a 
eaUitary influence amon^ them, until hy a long rosidenca m 
tlteir mid&l, am] an undevintfng cnitn^a of honesfy and khid 
treatment, he has removed tlieir ptejitdicca agaln&t hia color 
and race. 

Having satiafied inyeclf respecting the motives and charac- 
ter of my hnatfl, I continncd my jonmej' with Do-coo-dah to- 
ward the pronp <^f mounds I proposed to vfaiC "We entered 
the Bad-Axo ri^'ornt ics moutli, and proceeding up ita etreatn 
ahont a mile and a quarter^ reared our tent on tlie north sidfi 
near a cold sjinng of [iiiro monnlnin water; we prepared our 
fiupper, passed the pipe of fiiend&hip, and retired to reaL 

The next morning-, we viBited the metropolis. Wq entered 
the easi corner of the gronp (wc Ctjt), and paaaed through to 
the west coj-nev. At tlio haeo of this monnd my conductor 
•tapped suddenly, and placinj^ hie right hand on hia hearty and 
Ilia left on tiis forehead, mntrered, tnaudrhly, a short flentenca, 
with bifl face weHtwnnl, JTc then faced the sonth, and raised 
his handa towaitl Heaven; then proceeded in a Bontheaat 
direction, with Tijihfted hands, until we arrived at a mound of 
similar &ize and form to the one we first vifiiled, where he 
again stopped, as though he hesitated to go further. But in 
a few moments he proceeded around to the eoiith elde, and 
stopped again; then proceeded to the east side and stopped 
again; then moved elowly to the north fiide, and standing 
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€n>ct, racing tfe BonlL, with uplifted hands, lie uttered n eliort 
floiil(]iiCL\ auJiUly, but jji a Inugnnge unknown to lue, " Alia 
Slirt'lHli, hi-lftli ■, Alia Sfin-laii, me-iiob," wliicb being aftc?rward 
interpreted, muaua in the ancie:it Elk language, ^* Great Spirit, 
Bftvo Ihfl king; Great Sj>irit, sftvo the pooplc." Ko tiicii aa- 
c«T»dtid to the einnmil, uttered a ebrill wnr-whoop, flnd^ with a 
quick slop, aalhongb he were in puranitof a flying enemy, pro- 
ceudeil in a nortb^ast direction, nntil wu arrived at tbc p1nce 
of oiitrnnco- TTerc lie unlieaitatijigly ascended tbe i]ii>i]nfl, 
*nd seating liimaelf on tbeauinmit^ leaned bifl head on Ilia right 
licind, and, for a eliort time, aoemed to bo engaged in Bilcat 
prayer ; then resting upon liia left hand, with hiA eyes inclinod 
to tlic BouJh, he continued to Bit in alienee some four or five 
miniitefl, when be suddenly sprang wp with all the vigor cf 
yimtli, anil, at one hinind, nearly renched the base, a diatjinco 
of twelve and a half feet; tben, proceeding in anorLhweal di- 
roctiun, he eong a song of monr[)ing,Qnli]wc arrived ataiaonnd 
of eiin'ilar size witb the three we had prcTiously visited. Tbia, 
too, bo ascended^ and Btood erect on thofiummit, facing tbo 
conti'e of tbo group Hero he snng a eong of rejoicing, and, 
ftt its conclosLOD, beckoned tne to fullow bim. Then he ran at 
fhll apeed to the centre of the group, and ascending a largft 
monnil, l>egan to shig and dance ; at whicb he continued until, 
qnite eidiaubted with exercii^e, he fell on bfs face and lay mo 
tionlosfi. When he had rested himself he aroae, drew hia 
blanket close around bim^ and started fjr our wigwam, and 
not a word was ulterad between us until after our arrival theie. 
Pasaing his pipe to rae, he ihiia addreased m« — -*' Brother, 
lam very old, and most soon depart tothebomeof my farhera; 
I long to he witli Lheni; T have no pleasure here; I baveaeen 
the end of fonrnaliona, and, should I live mucb longer, I ahall 
have lo mourn the fall of a fifth ; a few more moons, and tbft 
once powerful Winnebago nation will havo paaeed away. 
Hey were once strong, they aj'e now weak; they wei-e sohor 
and industrioua, they are now drunken and lazy; Ihoy wer^ 
wise and honest, now they are foolish and rftgnieb ; they bava 
lost their traditions, and know nothing of tbeir fathera ; the^ 
revel in holy places, and tha Great Spirit has furaaken theiD ; 
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thej have no pkaatire in Ihoee mounds Itat were erected with 
tnocti care and labor. Tho rcd-mnn now knows little aboot 
ttiein ; l!ie wlite mnn Cftiea not for them. Yon, *"inlj, oak of 
roe who mndo tlietri, and fi.>r wliat were Ujey mside ? As Ihoy 
liAve not been need in my time, I can tell yon Lot lEltle about 
them; T can onir give ihel.radilion thatl received wlien young. 

^'TJie face of (Ije earth is ibe red-iuan's book, nud tbosa 
ninuuds and etnbflTikments arcfioine of hia letter? : I am bat a 
-ptHtr scholar, bnt I will try to read foryoit ae well as I can, tlie 
Jett^re we have been viewing to day. You ai'o awnrc that 
when the wlnte-man reada-, he begins at the edge of \ih book ; 
wlion y'>u read the red-man'B book, begin in the centi'o. 

"Ton obaei'VQ in the centre of thia group, n large monad 
with no small moniid near it; this once stood in the centre of 
an ancient city, the home t>f a gi^eat king. The aj>ace between 
it and the anialler moundfi, was once cnverod with wigwams. 
This ccnLrul monnment was called the king's tower, and wem 
dMily nsed tu a place of look-out. Tljo smaller monnde, with 
the exception of the four that wo first vieited, are national 
memoriatfl; the inner circle memoi'ikliaea the race of legiti- 
mate sovereigns, anccBtora of the funndcr of this metropolifi; 
the second ciiclo mBmorializeH, nnmp.rically, the great chiefs 
Ihat tfiguali^ed themselves dnnng the reign of ihoee sover- 
eigns; and. the onter circles give the number of loyal tribes 
nnder Iho control of the financier of the metropolis at the 
timeof its erection, each tribe conBtrncting its own monameat. 
Thne yon read in these letters the rise and progress of a great 
nation under theeovercignty of twelve king*}, snatained by six- 
teen great war-chiefs^ commanding forly-fuur tribes. The fuur 
rcflidentials, or large mounda^ that siirronnd the inner circles, 
were occupied by dignitaries in j>owei dnriag lite primitive 
occupancy of the metropolis. The north reeidenlial was oo- 
cnpied by the king, the south by tl^e command Ing witr-chiefe, 
the eastern by the prince entitled to succession, and the weetem 
hy the holy prophet. 

"Tlie monnment first noticed on the west side, was the 
prophet's tower. Ton perceived Ihtvt I did nnt set mjr foot 
upon il, although I am the Icgitiinato son of a prophet. During 
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tbe primitire c>octipAncj of tti&t towor^ no fi>ot of man or 
worafin, save llmt of a propbel, e^er pressed ibnl eod, which 
was set ap^rt fur propbetical Bervice, The prophet tbere re- 
ceivud niid delivered oraol^fB at lli« ap^itrtrance of eadi new 
moun, and the four smAJI motirds tbat auironnd It, were occu- 
pied bj those in attendance Ii> bear luin. Tlicao, ako, were 
considered boly places, aod it grierea mo to see iLem polluted 
by iinliolj fuotflfopB. 

'*TI»e second, or aonthern Tnoiind^wM fbe tower of war, 
anj was oceii[iieil only hy valiant cljief*, whose fear^ of valor 
hJtd aecnrcd for them the favor of the Icing, and the fiair small 
moaiida abont it» weie nccnpied by younger or untiied cldeft 
of ditferent grades. Those mounds were dedicated, in time 
of war, to coLincils. All war-partlcG assembled there previoufl 
to their departnro, to bo addroeaed by llioir flovcroign in pot^ 
eon, and to declare their loyalty and Iheir deCerminalion to 
conqner theirenQmiea or die in battle. The Icing tlipn soundod 
the wftt-shout, and taking his leave of them, retired to hia 
tower, amid the ehoiitpS of the people. 

" During thoao ceremonica^ the great prophet wbs engaged 
on the wcEt mound, invoking the fivor of the Great Spirit. 
The Bqnawg oecnpiod the small moitnds ahotiC liim, to sing of 
the feata of valor performed bj the nation in former daya, 
Tlie prop)»et^ after invoking the Great Spirit in fnvor of the 
king and nation, nttei-a iLe signal for attack, wliicli ia echoed 
by tlic squawfl and answered by the warnoJ-3, who then take 
up the line of march, and gr> ovtt in pnranit of tbc cncnij, 

*' The kir»p, prc^pheta, old men, huntora, and squaws, then 
aeBeitible at Uie eastern mound of dedication: the kinp;,on tho 
summit, surronnded by the prophels, the old men seat them- 
eeWes around tlie base, and the wive* of the absent warnop* 
occHpy the smaller mounds, snnonnded by the hniitei's. Wheu 
all are in order, the oldest proplict gives thanks for paat vic' 
torice,and recoivoB each offeringa oa aroproflented to be sacri- 
ficed at the neit new moon, Tlie great pipe of friendship 
beirkg filled by tlio older prophet with the dried leaves of 
evergreens, waa banded to the king, and kindled from the 
sacred'Sre : he smokes first hiinaelf, then passes it to the 
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praplietSf wbo, in tlieir turn, pass iL to tlieold oien, wlio viddIeb 
together ; the tiuntera coutinoa emolting throngi: tlie whole 
aeremonj, at tlie doao of which all uaite in a flong of victory, 
and retire to their tenU> 

" The north mound atos calkd tlio royal council tower, and 
waa oaed pluvious to enf^n^^ing in war with any nation. The 
cotincila held there were attetided only by the king, proplieta, 
liead chiefs of bnnda, and orators, or chief connciJlora. The 
tower was oct^npied l>y the king, seated in the centre^ on the 
saminit, auiTouiided by groat var-coiincillore and prophets, the 
orators occnpjing the enmll moiinde. The connciE-chiefa first 
nddressed the aoveroi^ rchitii.'o to the griovances of the na- 
tion ; the orators then epcak in tnrn, unlll all huve Epokeoi 
The orators and connciilora then retire, and the I^i"gi in pri- 
vate, lakea counsel with the pmphele, and pronounces hie de- 
cree, \vhi(:li ifl by the oldest prophet communicntcd to the 
people, from the Huinniit of the central mouudf or king's tower. 
During tlie aitting of thie couacilj the whole city was wrapped 
ID Bilencen 

"All war parties rctamod to the city by way of the royal 
council tower. Previous fo entering, the commanding chief 
ascended the tower lo nrnonnce victory or defeat At a given 
signal, the pixiphets repaired to the tower to receive the newe, 
then tliey immedifltuly retired to the Icing^e tower, around 
vhich tlie people assembled, and the eldcat prophet proclaim- 
ed the tidirga. In the meanttme, the king it-paii-cd to the 
council tower, and, standing creel thereon, enluted the warriors 
ae they entered. If prieoners hid been taken, thoy were con- 
docted to the king's tower, to witness the irmmphal war-dance 
of their caploi'w, after wliich they were pluced under guard to 
swflit Uieir dentirjy, "Knah succeeding new-moon one was 
offered in BflcnSce, unleaa they weie satlefactonly redeemed. 

" Jf the wan'iora had been encceseful, and taken mnch plun- 
der, feasts and war-djinces were hopt up for many days," 

Here De-coo-dah paused, and Bat in silent roilcction; for a 
long lime, he appeared nnufluftlly solemn, I saw that the old 
man waamnch n^'itnted througltotitthisintorviow; tears flowed 
Qopioa«]y down his furrowed cheeks- hut after pnssing tlio 
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pipo of friend^Lip, he became more cotnpoeed, and very aooa 
be very afieclionaleij adJresBed mQj as follows; — 

'* Brother, I aravery old,aad muetBOon aloep witli tliedead ; 
I eliall ba remembered no moi-e ', T ba^'e no sod to perpetuate 
my moTMory, or transmit to posterity these lingei-irg relice of 
ancief it tradition. ThoWinnebag^lif^tenatotliem aa idle t*leB, 
the Chippewa receives Ihom as lictiona, and the yonlhful 
Sions langha thorn to acorn- Brotlicr, you have nourished ine 
AB a declining f:ither, sbnll I oowfldoptyou as b failLfu! bouT' 
I gave him mv hand, he graii^ied it BtTeeLionately, and ex- 
claimed, " M"y Bim 1 iny white son V^ and be added, " I have 
never iiiLniflU'd any whita-ntJin with the tradltioTiB I have made 
known toyoti, will yon receive tlietn as truth?*' When I had 
answered ho reaumed, " Kcccivo them freely^ and keep tdem 
sacred until I am gone, then tell them to tbered-mnn,pniclaim 
them to tho white-man, and I ehall Bleep in peace T' Ho 
paused a few mioutes, apparently absorbed in reflection^ then 
coatinaed — "You have treated ma with liinilTiess, withcul 
hope of rewanl ; I have nothing to leave in return, that will 
awaken in your remembrance our mutual fricndahip^sayethcBe 
traditiong. Since you appear to be inlereated in thorn, I shall 
hereafter take pleasure in innliin^; known to you whatever of 
them I may clearly recollect, W[ion yon return to your frieuda, 
knowing that I am no more, they will furnish a theme of con- 
versation interesting to yonr children ; and when yon or they 
look n[ion any of those ancient monumenta, you will bear in 
renjembrance Iheexigtcnceofold De-eoo-dah." We then again 
passed the v^P^ ^^ friendship, titrnck our tent, and returned. 
He aeaumed a moi-e cheerful countenance^ and ever after 
familiarly addressed me as a confidential son. 

The idea of total annihilation was, probably, to this old 
man, the mosc gloomy l.linTighl that had ever entered hia mind, 
it rtfl£ one froiii which beseemed to nbrink witli terror. Yet 
it waa vain to speak to hini of the eonsolaticna of Chnetiauity. 
lie would at once point to the Chrietiau world, representing 
them ae double ti»ngued, double-faced robhera* ITc chal- 
ienged their ri^ht to the territory they occupy. He viewed 
aJl mission ar lea as impostors, and would have no doalinga 
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with any of them. He wonld receive no part of llie Indmn 
ftnmiiiy, but atrennoualy ccnlenJed ibat it waa tbe price of 
robl>ery. 

Slioitly al\er tlie inleivieiF jrst de^cnliedjl pi'tipruiei] fo 
talk Willi liiin on tbe subject of Chi-Jslinnitj' ; be readily con- 
sented, and we lind a long and free conTersation, but it waa 
not ftUerdcd srith rht Hj'j'aretit rei^nlK He was fond uf hear 
inp^ tliQ Scripturee rojid aloud by me, and nsed tn appear 
nmcli intor-PBted hi flie OIJ TeBtnment narrnlivug — Hie hia- 
tnry rf Ibe rreaiioTf, of tbe fiiKid, Pbaraob*B dream, the feata 
(jf S:tii]suir. S^c. 



« 

Tliis groTip wlikib trnditir^n r<*prcRentfl to Tiave hep.n tbe 
ancient residiirice of a pi eiit ^arrinr cbief, or king, Ijeam evi- 
dent signs of having: been racftted cfnfnriee ago ; the growth 
of timber with wbicb it is covered, being prom i&e»on sly 
Btrewed over tbe gronnd ; many of Ibo mounda prcsonting^ a 
broken appearance, aa tbongb they had received injury by 
large trees bflvint; been torn fr»>m Hieir BiinimirB^ wfiilo otier 
Ireta c»f ancient growth now occiipj their pliice. A castial 
observer might pnsH tlirnngh and nmor^ Lhpse mounds 'witln 
ont observing their true anangenjetit. The funr lai;ge comer 
mounds, being somewhat remote fi'om each otficr, ^vlien 
viewed from tbo centre appear to form a circle ; but in poa- 
eing direct from one lo the other, it will be eeen that Ihoy 
form ft regular pqiTpre: and all tfie small moimda, except 
thiksfi Burrrxiiiding Ibe comer mounds, will be found to be 
within tl)e lines of thai prpiare, Tlie centre monnd, or king^e 
lower, having no sinnll mound near it, ap^jeara, at first view, 
to have an irregular location ; but wben tiac order oroccnpan- 
ey ia underatood^ it will be diacoverotl that, with a view to 
it8 eaay defence, a strong and secure poaLtlon bad been so- 
kcted for it. 

A doable cli"cle fif lents being f>rmefl within the group, 
Bccures pmteelton from an assault miide with ari-ows from 
without; while tlie memonal embankment* afford poinla 
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of elevation, fiom whicb tiie arciior would bo able to socd 
)iia arrows witii certain aim to a greater distance than coald 
tUose witLout, Bi^aidea thoee inounda me fio ai^rnn^ed, that 
tliey fonii a regular breastwork for ijihiij of those engaged in 
duitincQ i>l* tilt) ti>wer, wLJcli, occupying & central pualtiitn, tho 
commander-m-cLiuf 'ftonld net only have a full view of tho 
eucmy^ bill wcmld be at>Ie lo command pcraoiiaUy tjjc whole 
f»rco in defence of tbc ^city. I Am of tlio opinion iLat tbe 
labor performed in the coneti-nction of tlijs gfoup waa under 
the aiiperviaion of the artful usurpor, kiiawn in tlio ariu&la of 
tradition under tlie tille of De-co-tH. 

Tlifl king^a lower, riccupjing iLe centre of the melropoViB, 
ineaanreB tbirty-fivo feet in base diameter, nnd efgbteen in 
Binfucc height. The four comer mounds acem to have been 
erected with refei'once to the fonr cardinal puinta, tfigethor 
with the fiiur email munnda that surronnd Ihem. These large 
corner nionnds were twentj-ilTB feet in bnse-dianiet&r, and 
tW4jlvo feet in height; and tlie fonr fiiiiall inoiinda surround- 
ing ewcli uf therii are thirty-six feet diatant ffom the large 
moundf fiom centi^ to centre. 

Tiie oracular mound, or prophet's lower, is flftid to bo 
furraod of tiulh collected ab vnrious points, frequently' con- 
veyed many mitcB, ^aOtcred from plaees wliore the dead bad 
been degoaried ; and at thofie mounds (he prophets wera 
said to hold intercoui^e wicli deparlied Hpirits at certain In- 
ter viils. 

After tbe dealh of De-cooduh, my enrlosity led me to ei- 
anaitTP, [>y excavation, thia aingnlar group; and being aided 
by aoine FreucUmon whoeo curiosity bad led them to the spot, 
we cut ft clmnnel fivo feol wide entirely through the propbet'a 
towar. We diaeovered that it was originally composed of Band, 
gravel, and alhivial boII^ to the height of abont five feet; that 
was pi act d o^'cr a thin Biirfacu deposite of mica; above thin 
bed 01' atrjiliini wae pTiotbcr, five "feet in depth, composed of 
mixed earth and floil of eveiy variety known in llioae rogiont; 
and above Ibis, was a third stratum of two^feet in dei>th, com- 
loosed of saiidf gravul, aahea^ ebells, and fine paiticlea of ebar- 
ccal^ a portion of tbU atratum resembles that which ifi found 
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on tlie Bhore of Lake Pepin, eitaated about onfl Tiiradrail 
miles dietjtnt, being inixcd with sheila, an J witli inflnj 
pebbles that roectnUo aomuUai], with wiiicb the inovgin of 

We also, examined, by excavation, the coTineil tower, tlis 
tower ai war^ and Uie tower of dtidicnliun. These vtere all 
composed of alluvial eoil resembling tlmt of tlio adjacenl low- 
land, and contained no percciTcable depneile i>f primitive 
order. On further examination, I discovered tlat the proa- 
pectivo, or ccntmL imoand, whleU is much the largest in the 
gronp, was conipoGed wholly (with the c^<^option of a tUin al- 
luvial atirface)of a red, or what is eometi cueB termed a muUt- 
to Boil^ unlilce any that T cotiTd diBcovcr in those regions, 
anc) v'ljitih iniigt have been bronglit from a dibtance. It con- 
tained no de^ofiite whaterer. This earth resembles that 
thrown from pits where load mineral ia now obtained ; but, 
after careful and critical examination, by waehin^, I die- 
cohered tio tracea of mineral in it. 1 did not succeed in ma- 
Icing any fnrller discoveries of peculiar interest in the raat 
group tliat enrrouada the limg'e tower, except their eingnljir 
order of arrangement 

Kotwitbstand ing this entire groap forme a perfect eqnare, 
they are, novertliolcss, eo arranged as to leavo a circular 
space in the centre, bj thro-nririg a cirealar line around the 
tower, at a distance of about twenty-five polee; and llie 
aecond, [bird, and fourth lines, gradually inereouing in size ilb 
they recede frcirn tlie centrB, are so arranged as to break 
spaces, thereby forming a legntar breaalworit fur the defence 
of thoBo within the circle. When I remarked to De-coo-diih, 
that I could ubBorvG bnt little advantage f^ained over an al- 
tackinrt enemy by the occnpntion of this work, he replied that 
an advancing army, with breasts exposed to missiles, would be 
unable ta throw arrows with as much force and precision rh 
could tlioee who were elevated ahovQ tbem ; and that while 
one half of those engaged in the defence of the tower, were 
ahielded by the embankments, the enemy wcro entirely ox' 
posed. Thus wo see Uiat a strong imlitary orgaaizatioQ was 



provided for in the couBtmction of tbiB simple, jet remark- 
able earth- wort 

We imagmed that, notwithstanding the igreat antiquity of 
this group, it yet embodied the latest improvements in militaiy 
organization Imown to tbe ancient Americans of these regions ; 
it being a consolidation of residential groups, many of which 
seem to have been constmcted with aa especial eje to their 
capability Of defence. 
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CHAPTER xvrri. 



TUB UATTLE OF TJIU BAD-AXKi 



HAVING provided myBolf with afiujrtll boat and fi-cigbted 
it witli proviaiooa, ot Praino du Cbien, 1 preparod to ft*- 
cend llie MiesiBSippi to Luke Pepin. But my pm^reaa wna 
arrealed hy tlio early ecttiiig in of winter; on the 2Cth uf Oc- 
tober Clime a ver^' heavy fall of enow, which in « few hoon 
covered tlie rivev with a flow of elutli-ice, Bgrtinst ;vMcL we 
found it imix^ssiblc to make bcndi find wero under the ncceo- 
eily of aectjng a Larbor, After di-ifting down atream abont 
half a mile, wo moored our boat at the mouth of a emnll river 
call Uie BacI-jlxo. Tliia atrcam onCora the JUissi&sippi near 
the last bflitle-groHnd of the bravo Black-Hawk. Near ila 
inoutli^ on the nortii bnrtk, Lttwceri die blulfAiid the lowland, 
lies nn elevated plot of gnaind upon wLicL atand the rensaiDB 
of the large gronp of eai-th-work described in tbe preceding 
chapter aa llio ancient mclmpt^lis of a great nation, Tiie aoil 
IB gooi^, but tho oak-treca which grow upon the place (eome 
of which are thirty inches in diameter), are low and Gttintedf 
with widceprendiiig branches, forTiiirg a dense and gloomy 
ebade, hk if ewen tlie ami r^^fiined to lend h!a light to r&illu^ 
mine the spot whoae ancient gplcador lias eo long departed. 

Oa the oppoaile aide of the etream Is an extensive river-bot- 
tom, covered with a handsome growth of tall and straight 
timbeMrecs, of various kinds. Bctwopn tbie bottom and tbe 
blaff, Jies an elevated and beantiful praiiie. Th« bhifft on 
bath aides ar'e high and rngged, pr<?senting great vflHely of 
color, wjrh h«re and theread^'arfiab cedar epringing from somd 
crovitH, ntid stretcliing ont its evergreen arms high in air, 

Abont bnlf a Jenguo below tlie junction of the Bad axe lic§ 
the sLualJ inland upon which Black-Uavrk, Lard prceaed by 
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his enemies, songlil a tenipoj-aiy reapite to recruit the forces 
arL(j revive the di"Oopiri^ epirite of hia half starved army. 

In pccordanco with a pri>mjao mndc to Wc-ru-curi-no-gsh, 
an old bravo, l^insort the account which Le garo me of Black- 
Hank and \ih lest battle. 

At>er having liaJ t^onie conversnTion wJ(h him npnii re- 
ligious HubJ(^Lt8, I perceived Ihat liis eyt.'S were faslentd on 
the liltle islaikd to nhlch I rcftirrcd, and iw & few momenta I 
6ftwalear glide dowtj hi& furrowerl cheeks; then hcBiiddenly 
fixed his cjc on me, and with a look solemn, yet HciocwLiat 
ficoriiful, ho OJEcIaimed; — 

'* Brother, I perceive that wa do not worahip the eamo Groat 
Spirit.'* '*Howdf> joii aee thatT' I asVed. Again fixing 
Ilia ey^i on the island, he resumed: ^^ Indiana nevor fight 
unless ihoy we imposed on; Indiiina never fight fur Tiiore 
land. Ojir Great Spirit told lie, thrcugli the prophcta, that 
we had land enough, but none to epafc; and wheu white 
men como to toko oor land, onr Groat Spirit telle us to fight, 
JTour Great Spirit ttlla you lljat the Indians havo too much 
land, and that yon have not land ^nongh. TTow one of tbesG 
Great SpiriU lonat lit?." Here lie pansed^ and T inquired 
which lie tlioiight told the lie. He replied, "The Ijujiftn'a 
Grent Spirit donH lie; Ijat the Indians Leingp untnindrul of 
what tiie Great Spirit aaid, let the white man have some land; 
then the Great Spirit got angry with the Indifine, acd left 
them to take cai^ of themselves. 

^*Black Hawk got angry too, find gathered hia warriors, 
and went to fight. The white men were too many; they 
drove him back to that island ; he ran from TViflconsin river; 
old men, warriors, aijuawe, and pappoosea, all ran. Thej had 
no meat \ they ate bark fj'om the trees ; they were worn out, 
and could get no fni^thor. But Ike white men came to kill 
them, Black-Hitwk sont some young warriors to tell them 
ho would not fight; the while men shot the yonng warriora, 
End then began to shoot aquaws. Then the warriors began 
to fight. The BqnawH threw logs and brnsh in the river to 
form rafts; the old men and eqiiaws got en tbe higs and 
brush, &nd started down the river; the warrioia drove the 
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poniea into tbe stream, and these Tollowing the squawB, reared 
upon the rafts and logs, and squaws and pappooeea sunk down 
to the bottom. Then Che white men couie witli hia fire-cajoe 
(steamboat), to shoot IndianB in tlie water. 

" Black-llawk and a few waiHors and squaws got over the 
river, and hid among tlio rocks till dark ; they ran all ni/^ht ; 
bnttheWinnebflgoesjoined thewliitemen, and cangln Black- 
Hawk. Then the white men took him away toward the sun^ 
rise, to show him their warriors, more thun there ai-e trees in 
the woods." 

"And what," eaid I, "had the Great Spirit to do with all 
thatr— "Nothing," he answered; "the Gicat Spirit was 
angry witlj the Indians, because they did not obey him. Had 
the Indians always remained obedient to the voice of the 
Great Spirit delivered to the propliets, they would have held 
all the land from sunrise to sunset But tlionghts of the past 
overcome me," said be; "I will talk with you more another 
day." 
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CHAPTER XIX 

IKDlAlf FESTIVITY * 

DE-COO DAT! Laving reTniiincd nitU me Bevernl tnontliB 
ti\\er R(l(ipti[ii^ ine d^ liis eod, ^liich wah in.tlie latter 
part of Augugt^ 1940, manifeeted a desiie to riflit eomo 
fi'iende of Lla ^Lo lived on the tipper Kieeiiieriipi about 
forty miles nopthweet of iLo place wlicro we then were. Bch 
fore Jiifi cJepartnre, I infonoed bim Lhrtt I Bhoiild slau^liter 
Berne entile I bad witli me, m nboiU iifteen c^nja, and naked 
him to bring some of liie nged frierdH t*i iiarlalfc will) liim of 
a feiiHt. He proniiaed tu du so, provided I \voijIJ permit tLem 
t« filaugliter ore of the cattle at a mound abont four miles 
dbtant. I conacnted to do Brt, and he dc]wited, tbo tco then 
being bard and eafo to tmvel upon. 

On the evening of the fourteentli day, I discovered at a 
diBtanee, on the iee, n long train of Indiana advancing, pre- 
ceded by twelve jmiiiea which aeoinod to be well hmded- 
They Boon, however, changed their courae, and proceeded to 
the mouiid befoi'e aliudtid to, which was located near n largo 
spring, on a Bmall pmirie bottom, containing about fonr acrea 
entirely enrronndod by tall timber (ihis vaa in Iowa, about 
twenty miles b«low tha junction of Root river with the Mift- 
elflaippi). 

Early in Ihe morning of the next day, twelve monntpd In- 
dianB, with a white pony hmid^torndy e<j^iiLp|jed with an orna- 
mented French saddle, appeared fit my door. Tliey pre- 
sented me with De-coo-dah's large pipe of friendship^ in 
token of their errand; Iben having eeloctcd an ox, tliey in- 
vited me to mount the winte p'*ny, and aacompflny Uiem to 
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tlieir cnrap, I Besetited, and wo etorted with a joyful slionl 
from tlie lodiaua, that caused tlic ox to ecumpor off at fall 
Bpeed ; the snow being deep, Ua took tbair ti-ail, and kept hie 
epeed nniil he Qrnved eI the camp- There he was immedi- 
Alely BiiiTciinded, until Di:-<ioo-Jiih^ coming out with his rifla, 
;ht him to the earth- 

[Q yniing Ituntm^ soon Gtnpped off Lla ekia, and tore out 
bifi entiaila ; tbeae wore quickly difitiibuted, roasted, and do- 
Tonred by tho women aud children. In tbe meauliiue, I was 
conducted by Pe-coo-dah to a large tent, and introduced aa a 
good while bi-otUer, to a circle of twelve gra^'e-lookinLfT aged 
men. The pipe wae tlien passed to^elve limee round, and 
tbe feast began. 

Two large wooden l>ow]a, one illled with boiled beef, and 
tho other yvUh honey in the cornb, were placed in tbe cen- 
tre of tl»Q circle, and each one helped hiinaelf. As tho beef 
had been cut into Bliees before l)oiIing it, tlie n^ele^B encum- 
brftDce of knivea aud forks was dispciiacd wiLb^ and all fell 
to with aa much apparent rJipacity a3 the eamo number of 
hungry wolves miglit be snpptwed to exhiljU over the carcaso 
ofa single Umbn We had none of their enarJing^ bowever, 
for uiiivci-enl chccrfulncea perviidcd tlie camp. 

After oui" appetitea were fully aaliafied, wo became more 
ceremonious, each otio licking hia finders until tho tracea of 
the feaat wero all removed wilhout the aid of water or soap. 

This being the pigniil for Ihc commencement of the cere* 
monies, tlie great festival pipe wus fitted and lighted. Dfr 
coo-dab took three druiighld, and then parsed it nronnd the 
circle, each one taking three draughts until it had paeaed 
twelve times around ; as it paeaed the twelfth tloic roaod, 
each one lillcd hie own pipe. 

The bowle being then removed, De coo d ah seated himself 
m the centre of the circlo atid chanted songe until twelve had 
been eung. He (hen aro^e, and nguhi passed the festival* 
pipe to the circle, and alYer it pnssed tlii'oe rounds, accom- 
paDied with ihi-ee songs in solemn Innes, he received it again, 
placed it in ilio centre of Ihc circle, and widkcd ehiwly to tlifl 
iummit of the mound, which waa eurruundcd by a circle. 
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The fiiiftw baling l^en prt-vionslj removed- he etood er^ct 
and uttered aeljrill wluxrp, at wbicliall came rDonhig toward 
him, and promiacu^iiely placed tlLems«1vefi iti pairs about Tito 
circle. Tljcn^ Decoo-daSf facing the cost, drew from liU belt 
A vrh'ite veEtscj[«kin, and as be waved it tbree timee aronndf 
ench one altered a ehrill aqneol Bimilar io ibe ery of tbat aoi- 
mal. He then comMienctid sinking and dancing; all joinefl 
in tUe dance, occaAioTmlly chanting a choms at the top of 
tlieir voices, wlileli made Uie &urrc*Tindin^ woods ringr- Arter 
ainging and dancing about balf an hoar, he gave a ei^al for 
retreat, and all retired to their tents. The old mnn then 
walked viih slow and etatclv Etepe to his tent, to re^lo liim- 
eeir wiib the fumea tif ilie pipe. In about nil hour, be again 
iweended the tiluutiiJ iird wl]<H>ped lliem togerher^ tlier firev 
from his belt a Bp^ited fi*WTi-hkJn, waving it as before, and a 
hlGXithjg ai-o6e ^liicii all tbe fawns in the furegt omld hardly 
bare Burpaeeed. They then resumed ttieir exerciee as before^ 
and aftersrard figiiin retired to rene^v tbe fva^t. All tbe 
former ceremonies were Btrictly observed in each tent, after 
wbieb De-coo-dah., a third lime ascended the Tnoand and 
called them hitiutkI IiJm. Tliia time lie waved a Tuning wnlf- 
eliiii, ami the bowllug and gnashing of teeth tliat f^Tlbnveil^ are 
indescribable. The fiiiigingaiid d&ncingwere again repeated^ 
anfl then nil retired. Tl»e evening waa spent in bilnrifj aiid 
glee. Tlioold recounted the exploile of their Toutii, and tlje 
yoKng indulged in plays and aports^ I was escorted home 
by n jnyfid band of yonng waniore^ who eliantcd le&tival 
Hi.ingfl by tbe way. They returned to the camp tliat nighty 
find (he ttatne ceremoniea were kept up for tliree ^iieceflsive 
days. The party then depnrted to their homes, and De-coo- 
dah, welbplcaeed, remained with me. 

I inquired wliy he had aciccted that particular mound for 
tlio fcfllival ceremony. lie replied that it was a featival- 
iiKiund, and aekod me if I did not observe near it along, 
Bhai'iJ-pointed mound (Cut W, Fig. 3). Being auBwered in 
the affirmative, ^*That/' said ht*, "is the inoiind of extinc- 
tion. 

"That feast being held in ancient orderj I eaw no impro- 
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pnety in cccnyiymg tliat place on flucli an occiieior. I pm 
Tcry old, the laet I'cUc of a great notion, Btd diuirg all my 
inlercourBe wilb wlit« men, 1 Imvo never before roecired a 
feBtival treat. I condnded it merited tlie ancient order of 
celebration, and for your grallGcatior, I eelect^l and trained 
that party *prev ion ftly. The exerci^pa were awkwardly per- 
formed, bnt wera in the aneieTit order 

^'That intniniLwHa erected bjf a single tribe tLatwaBgorem- 
ed by three clilefs, called the Whltc-Woaaol, the Spottt^d-Doer, 
and tlto LUtlo-W^lf^ who are uU memorialized noar the I&I19 
[Pcpinl- 

*' You observed that the first danee was dedicated to Ihd 
While-Wens el, anilep tlie Hynbol of iliul animiLl's skiti, the 
BBCf»nd to the memnty of the Spotted-Deer, aud tlie tliird to 
that<»f the Litlle-Wulf Orm day of ftativity waa dedic:ited 
to each chief. The twelve rounds of tlie great pipe, were dedi- 
cated to tho twelve tribes of tbo p-oat Dt!Co-ta, tooneof which 
tribes tliis festii'a! mound belonged. The twelve eongfl were 
to tlie memory of thoir twelve coinmandera-iO'Chi^jf, 

"The three riJimds of ihe featival pipe, with Iheir tliree 
BongH, were eacrcd to the memory of the three chiefs who 
erected that luomimeiit 

*'ThQ aquciiling of the wefiael, the bloatinojof the fawn, and 
the linwlin^ <»f the woU\ wore dodgnod to cheer the Bleeping 
Bplrits of iliofie three chiefs^ ifStey ehoold chance to be hover- 
ing about the rnonrid." 

Btnn^ ninoh amused wiili the convivial enjoyments of tbo«e 
aged eona of the f>ie9t» and hav'ing become somewhat familiar- 
ized to tbcir manner of living, 1 came to the conclnaion to 
penetrate their connlry far Into the interior, and relnrned to 
St. L*nji3, to fupntfth mysolf with the neceasary outfit. De- 
coo-drth, m the meantime, paid a visit to hie Chippewa friends, 
and othors who re.ai Jed in the vicinity of Lake Superior. Ha 
Accoiiipamed me to Prairie dit Chien, where I furnUlierl hini 
witli uew bUnketE, leggings, moccasins, trinkets, &c., and lia 
then departed, in company with stime Menominee fnendsjjy 
way of a ridge of hi;^h land, which rmie from iKe Wiaconain 
to the viciaity of the lake. Thia rid^e ahouads with liiical 
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asd otlier monnmenU. I proceeded to the head watera of 
Rock river, Lavmg been previously informed by De-coo-d&b, 
that its baaka abounded with monnments. Obtaining a email 
boat, or ekiff, I descended tbat river throngh a fertile and 
populous country. I discovered many mounds and groups of 
moundflf some of which were much defaced by recent culti- 
vation, but others remaiD entire, and are noticed in their order 
ia this work. After I entered tbe MissieBippi, I traced the 
western shore of that river, occasionally ascendiog its western 
tributaries from ten to forty miles, into the interior of Iowa, 
and discovered many monuments, differing much in construc- 
tion and form from tbose I had previously fonnd on the eastern 
shoi-e. 
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DE-COO-DAH, aflorgirinw ma tnanydrnughta and descriiK 
tiotia of variuna p;rL>iipg of ancient nionuruenta, heiri^ in- 
formed that I designed visiting my friends in ll*e »]>viii|rj n*j 
longer c:Thibitcd rlifi lilliinly tliat he had oci!jwionallj' iiululgeil 
ill. lie flccntcd to give up a.\\ hope of eeeing iric agairt^ mri' 
conid r prevail with Iiiia to accumpuny me. He waa wholly 
abeorbcd in mtiditation for several dflja, saying Jittlo on any 
sultjsct. 

At length he remai'ted, one evening, that he hnd bt^cn en- 
dertvorhig to refienli iii^ meianry respecting the fipit and 
second diepcrslon of tlie Elk Ttatiun, beliesing that tt wi>nld 
l*e interesting li» me. '*The Rrat dispersion," suid he, "lean 
not entiBfiLctorily recnll the traditiona of, but tlio second hcwg 
a topic of CijinLnuii convoraation aitU my grandfathers, and ono 
in which I waa uincli intt?i*ested when very young, I can ree- 
*>llert miuiy tilings tlmt I desira shcmld be placed on pflper," 
I imiiiediatuly prepared for the record. 

He crjmmenced by obHerviti^ that this conntry (meaning the 
iitimeJiate valley of the MiasisBippiJ, was hy liia prcat-grjind- 
fathor'a'graiidfalher, traditionally flp<>kcn of to hia grnndfiiilicr 
03 having been the prfniilive rcRideuce of their nation, funr 
hnndred cvintt^rs before Etic birlhof hia father, whieh took ]>laco 
two hnadred nnd thirteen wintera gone by, " So yon perceive," 
said De coo-dah, ^'it in more than ^jk hundred wintei's elncd 
this last diapersijn. At the tlmo of this g;tDeral dispersion* 
tha priniitii-e Elk nation, originally a branch or tril>e of the 
ancient Anier[cari, hnd become mingled nnd umal^iLmattd 
with lh*s TAd of tiio rod men from the south. A purtJou of 
tbe original Elk«^ hovcevcr, yi:<t remained pnre in blood, and 
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returned to tie east, toumte wItL a remnantof HiertatloTi that 
occupied a territory bordering on the rocky Ijilla [meaning tbo 
Allog;ttny montitaiiiB], This emigrntin^ reranfint Jmd em- 
bodied tbeniBelvea, at tlie time of llie last disporsion, lor the 
purpose of joining their brethren of the cast, who bad main' 
tuiiied tlie occn|}R]]cy of their native liomea through the war 
Trhich gave riso to the first dinpereion. 

"The second dUpeTBion occoned dormg tha reign of the 
great Dc-co-ta, wlio waa a UBurpcr, descended from the Black 
Toi'tui^c nation, which came from the eoathn It originated in 
contention for dominion in that family. Myancoatore beloBg^ 
wl to tile Elk nation who came originally from the North, nnd 
once held dominion over all this ccninlry^ from the Missisfiippi, 
fiHBl and north, to the great walere, I iiave frequently heard 
my great-grandriirefl hjicaIc of tlie great metropolis^ anii of its 
ancient order of otcupfincy by the great Deco-la, wlio waa 
aaid to have grown in po^^er at tliat place, nnttl he became an 
ahaolutc sovereign, and puelicd lila conquceta north and weatf 
tflr beyond the original claim of tho Elks, 
' *'De-co-ta,bemj^ brave and ambitions whenyonng, attempt- 
ed to nsur^> power over his native nalion, but being over- 
powered by tho loyal t'ojcea of the Black-Tortfiiee, he waa 
forced to aeek refuge among the Elks, wbo had long waged a 
defensive war against tbo Tortoiflc. Hia first attempt to de- 
tlirono hie sos'oi'cign, tho great Blaclc-Tortoisc, having Ihua 
f;iiled, driven from his native territory with many followers, 
ho became an ally to the Elk nation, to aid in their war against 
Iiifl own race. 

*' Being well-acfjuaintcd wilb their mode of warfare, loca- 
tion, Ac, he rendered valnablo service to the Elks. He en- 
gaged their enemies at their weakeat points, cutting them off 
hand by band, and aided by two warlike eon&, and two 
brave p^randeons, he nitimatcly Buccceded in conquering the 
Ulack-TortoiseT whose aahee were honored with a funcrnl pile on 
the bank of the St, Feter^a river, to which is attached monnda 
of extinction. Thna ended the reign of the great Black- 
Tort'MSP. 

Dc co-ta, having thna Buccceded in hia design to orerlhrov 
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the ruling pnwer^tf hla nfttivo natiori, naw becflme enpreme 
nilerovei-ftniinmeiiBotenimry, So exteneiro ^rns bi^ilomnin, 
tliflt it became necoflsarj for him to pircel it out in petty 
monnrcliiea, 

" In order lo secure supreme power to liimaclf, he estaUIah- 
ed one son on Lis right, nnd anollier on liia left, bdow tho 
junction oF the St, Peter'e vrlth tlio Misalasippi rlvor^ and lo- 
cnled himself between these two rivers. Havinj? docrced tho 
M iGeifisippi to be the bom'^dniy line bvtvreen his two aona, t)iey 
Btood independent of each oHier in dominion; but a largu 
territory" aouth of Ihcm lmvir:<^ become depiipnbilud ]\y tho 
raviitjee of war, ti»e red inpn fri>i:i i.ht! Booth bt-gan to o<!ciipjr 
it They not being subject to ihe government of De-co-ta, lio 
conceived Ibe idea of lociiting two gi-nndeoriB aontlj oF the ter 
fitory of his eons, dividing tberr dominion by tlio GQiike line, 
and making Ihotri independent of each other, but eubjoct to 
the control of his two Bons. 

*' But in Do-co-ld'a old Bge, having a great-grnnd^fm (alao 
.called De-cotfl), on whom he designed lo IjobIow Hupreme 
power, he located him etill further aouth, on a vock in the 
middle of the Jfiaeiflaippi, (now called liock ialnnd), giving 
him independent dominion on both sidea of tho nver, to the 
joncCion of the Misaoiiri, Ho being a wiee rnlor end bravo 
u'ftrrior, waa looked nponbyhia northern allies as inlerpoBinp;nn 
imponelniyQ barrier to the intriigtons of their eouthern neigh- 
horHj and thus they enjoyed immlerrnpled peace fur a long time, 

**Dut the yonng De-co-la, inheriting the ambition of his 
great-grandfather, oltimately determined to bring into aljaft- 
lute aiibjeclion hia northern alllcfl, IIo called to bla aiif, twt> 
mighty prophets from tho flouth^ and through their initaence, 
wna enabled, without tho aheddtng of blood, to hring to hi» 
stiindnrd ati imposing army. This done, ho seat a depntft- 
tioii of ciiiefa to the two grandsons to secure, if possible^ theip 
aid and inf^nenco in his nndertnlcing, wifhont any unnataral 
effusion of blood, wiih the promise to them cjf indepondenC 
kingdoms. The grnndsona being brave and loyal, but nnam- 
biiiiaH, aeked for the lap^o of two moone to conaiiU and coo- 
lider the matter, which waa granted lh@uk 
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- *' In the nieitntime thej repiiirtfil to llieir futhers, to inform 
tliem of the couKpir&rj llint wna meditnttd u^a^Infit tliem, and 
in C(.im|j,iny with tliein, vwiteJ tlie great Ds'CO-ta. But De- 
co-tft, placing implicit confidence in Llagrcat-grandaon, refused 
to licar tliem, and clinrgcd tliem wirli being engai^d in a mu- 
tinons lcr.p;ito ftsninel the Ji^un^ Do-co-ta, The latter^ being 
iiifut-EiiGd of tLe^e muvenmiita, and Laving his ai'mn^cnrionta 
all made^ saw tliat there u'ae no time to be lost. The foar 
kin^^ wlio hull been iinjnaLly accused, i[iirnodiQ,te]j held a 
privjvtt; ciMint'il, and came to tlie t^oiicliiaiiin ihut De co-Lh Oi9 
Great nuist be killed, fir tlie genevnl safL-ly and gnud ot Lbe 
naliona. Tlioj cast lots for hie cKecutiorer ; llie lot full to tlie 
Litde-Otter, the younKcr pmridfton, IIg repaired to the roval 
residence, and at iiiijnii>hl, when De-co-la the great was 
asleep, with one blow of Lis a\c^ bo eovBred Lis head from his 
hfiilj, and the murderer, wiiU his jissorintefl, immoiiiaffl v fled. 
At the dawn of da}' the deed was discovered, and with llie rising 
sLin, the ne^vs went forth tbroui^lurnt the nn^tion, and all a^^etn- 
liled to rear the funeral jjile. Genera! anarcl^j e^jsued, hnt 
De-co-ta the great having inanj old and well-tried cliiefd, they 
ftffrecd to divide tlic power among Uiumeelvcs, and thus were 
orgariz^^d maiij ind^pendeitl tribe*. 

" In the nienutime, the foiir king* gathered togerher their 
warriorg, each coinrnnnding in perium Ida own fiii-eea, and went 
fiirdi ill union to luoi^t the young D'S co-tiv They fiiind hirn 
on an ialflnd, in which was a large lake, where his canoeawtro 
8nf«]y Larbofed, wailing t*:t recei^'e thein> 

*^ The fonr kinga wei-e pcriniUcd to land nnmolestcd ; flnd» 
ill the meantime, De-cota funneil ius line for battle in the 
middle of the lake, out of reach of their nrrowa, and having 
decoyed tbeni down to the lake-shore, be moved forward and 
gave them bttltla from Lis eiiuoeB. Having hifi fi«'c&a enneen- 
trated and well-aiTimged, he made great havoc at each on- 
filaaght. Thefour kii)i,'a then began toeurrounil fhelnke, thnt 
ihey might intercept hie retreat, intending to held him in Ihe 
centre nutil Iheyconld man a portionoftbeircanoes^ and give 
hitn battle by land and water. But De-cota, liavirg pro- 
viooBly foreseen sueh an attempt, hod aecfeted in thu willows, 
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on llie ielarni^ a Hiifficient niimlter oF men ^^ man many of tluiir 
cuQt>e«, anil move tliein nronnd into tlie Like, ami tlier^liy cut 
off tlimr retreat ; wliicti cbnr^^c bad been fsiilhrnllj' jjetlLirmed 
during the fii-st cvnelautrLt ; and Ij tlie time tbe fntir kinjr^ had 
dcflpatcbed t\>rccB IW Ihia service, a larfje nauilier of tbi,iir 
can<tiee were aeon euteHng llie Ijite in |>oa6efieion of tbe en em _t, 
while many orliers uere seen upon the oppineit^ ebore of tbe 
narmwest channel of Ibu river 

"Tlii* movement so terrified tbe nniiv of llie f*jiir kfiiga, 
tU^il they !inmeUi&tely commeticed a retreat bi ^reat confiiaiun. 
The narrow channel being occupied by tbo enemy, tlioy were 
ii>rced to swim tbe bn^ad cLaotjel De cota, percoiring their 
cons tern at ion T vigorously pxtrsuod Ihera^ and Gluughterod many 
in tbe water. But tbe fuur kInf»B, having yet much the ad- 
vantage in numt.^ej's, rallied on tho shore, in a largG prnino^ 
and agftiu gave ballli?. Tho Btrife was fierce BTid the carnage 
great. The Liule-Dog personally engaged the young De-t^o-ia, 
and fi>nght valiantly, but waa Snally slain. Tliey continued 
the fight until, at laat, De co-ta waa driven back to the island 
and laks with tto iosa of many mcRj but in posacaaion of much 
plnnder. 

" He Bolwequently returned to hia kingdom, and contented 
Mm^'elf with dominion from tbe junction of the Wieconftiii 
sonth to the"Miwioim', paging) however, a continual l>ORler war. 

"The three surviving kings, having lost many men and 
canoes, and a hii-gc portion of thoir baggage, ailcr bnrying 
tlieir dead, returned, by knd and water, tu.kiug with them the 
body of the Liltle-Dog. On llioir return to tlieir usual places 
of dominion, a funeral pile wfia erected over the l>ody of the 
LfttEc'Di^g, an<l liid uommjmd united with Ihe immediate sub- 
jects of De-co-ta Lha great ^ and after dividing themseh'ce 
into famillcg and bauda of families, they chose their leadera, 
and each band governed ileelf. Tljese twocommande, ef|nal- 
ing the concentrated forces of the three kings, the lied-Deer, 
tlio ISIack-Wolf, and the Little Otter, woro permitted to enj<»y 
theil' fiivorite form of gorernment : and the ihree kfnga losing 
focated between tfi^m and the miitinoua Do-cotn, they lived 
at peace, and pro»j»eitjd for a Imig thne. 
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"TJie jonng DfrCivfA, liavirg an estensiPB border, was fra- 
qaently Ijarasaed by Ina eguthern neighbors, and wa^ unable 
to co]>e with the united fi^rccs of tlte three kings ; but lie wiigeil 
ftit twcasi^mul border-wflr with tlic Liltlc-Ottor, But, in pn> 
cofis tjf lime, the Little-Otter dtoil, and was convened bj hia 
£tibjeeta to tha funcml-pllo ctf liis futhera, and depceited there^ 
and liifl eubjecU tilao adopted the government by ehiefa. 

** Shortly after the death of the Little-Otter, a national 
(|iiaiTL-l look place between the Red-Deer and thu Blnck-Wolfj 
relative to the occupancy of the territory vacated by the vulan- 
tarj removal of the BabjecU of tie Littie-Otter, and they 
■wo^cd war with each other uutil the Dlack-Wulf fell in battle, 
near the epot where bis father, tlte Ltttle-Dog, had fallen by 
llie arm of De-eo-ta, Tbe Black-Wclf waa conveyed lo the 
funeral-pile of Wis falherB, and hia Buhjecta adopted the gov- 
ernment by banda. Tlie Red-Deer being very old, called for 
a union of all the bands, to go OLit against De-co-ta^ to arenge 
the death of De-co-la the Great ; but tbe bandsj many in num- 
ber, were scattered over an iinincuse territory, and could not 
bo br^iught together, De-co-ta, being informed of tbe propo- 
sition niiido by the Red-Deer to the scattered tnbes, waa much 
©nra^eiln and sought revenge in aiiigle t^onibat. He challenged 
the Red Deer; they rael^ fonght, and the Red-Deer fell, and 
he, tiio, was cijuTcyed to tbe ancestral mound. 

^^Sliovtly after Do co-ta himaclf died of wounds inflietcd 
by tlie Red Deer, leaving no male ieaue. Ho was deposited 
with ins lUthers, and his command was ruled by chiefs, aided. 
bypr^tphctfi. Tliua ended lli© reign of the sovereign De-c^^tas, 
and linis began tba rule of propheta. Tliasubjeeta of De-co>- 
ta divided into independent band^^, anelaiiicd their natimiality 
fur a long time, retaining many of their ancik^nt customs and 
ceremonies. 

^'Tlic Little-Otter, beln^ the yoonger of the grandaona of 
De co-ta Iho Gi^at, and bis esecntioner, was eateeraed by liia 
nation a brave warrior. Occupying the aontheaat frontierof tha 
territory of tl^e four Ungn, he waa treqiieiiLly harasaed by the 
wandering war-partien uf Llie young De-co-la, fur the posaea- 
■ion of a suiaU portion of territory that lay eafit of the Wia- 
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cojiain river, near fLe junction of Blue river^ wliicli vn^ Llie 
|ildce of Ilia Ln-tli atid liomo uf Kle cliildliood. lie saatiiinud 
tbt occupancy of it» however, niitil death, [Tlii* territory 
embiftcea wLat is iiowciJIcd the Kiigligb Prairie, upon wUicb 
atande the villn^o of MiwcodaJ 

"After Lia dealb aud roniot'iil to llie fnneral-piie of his 
fiUbei's, his nAtiun^ in commemoration of liU fideliiy and 
hravery, erected, on the npot where he wa* bom, a rmmti- 
iiiEnhJ representation of the body of Bn otter, which Btill re- 
t«ina ite origiuaL form. 

"Tlie descendants of the Little-Otter were probnbly the lost 
jn the groat vulloy of llie Mlr^^isetppi to reliiiquieh tlie Bticient 
form of hi«rog1rphica] record. Atter his deatL, hia kiogdom 
boing divided between two chieft only, its ptjwer and re- 
Bourcefl were not greatly impmied ; tbose two chieft^ the 
Bitick'Baar and the Itig-BiifTalo, h<:ing higlily honored and 
ealeemed, lived at peace with each other for a long time; 
and tljcir people not being divided into email band^t^ con- 
tiuued to erect memorial^ inatrimDuial^ and title-moundB, bo 
long as they remained united. 

*■ It wflfl not nntil after this change in their form of govern- 
meat lad tukeit phtce, ibal festival niLHiitdii were erecEed by 
*ing]e handa. Tbe l»andft being generally small in com- 
parifioa wUh the natione to which they lad formerly heloii^ed, 
the ei'cctioD of monnds became more difQcult id conaeqncnce 
.of the incraafied amount of labor required to be performed by 
h individnal, Changea in form of government necenEanly 
to thangea of moni^e^'a and cuaUima. Being no lungi^r 
able to meet in great Tiationnl festivals, they adopted the cu^ 
loin of boldiijg feasts Uy bands ; and lie ceremonies requieita 
for tie preset vat lou of order in large bodies being less essen- 
tial in Bmall asfiemblages^ were neglected and forgotten ; and 
it was ntit until alter Ibe obwrvation of these ceremoniee had 
beeouie obsolete, that hand again began to unite witli band 
in fefitival celebrationa, 

** Kftving loet flight of ancient order, thoee more modern 
■nnion celebrations frequently engendered strife, and some- 
timce gave rise to murders that called for revenge. Thus the 
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eteda of war were again eown. In tlie reBnecUation of an- 
cient featlvuls, the rdice of old tradilioim wei'o again con- 

anlted, and title-mounds Ijo^an npxUt to le erected in com-^ 
incniojuiion of groat i^-Hrrior?. Tlie long ccE&atio« of naUona!' 
L'l&tilitiea led tu the increase of tfie ]xipiilatii»Q of llie ft're&t, 
and it flgain heeame necesaavy To fi.tnn national compaeiA for 
prtserving order 

^*In piiJcenB of time, a peiwuial quarrel t.w>lv |dace bflw^en 
llie Black-Bear and tite Big-Biiffido, wliioli was finally de- 
cided hy personal conflict, Ibiit lerminated in tlic fall of Inith, 
That event ie memorialized weet of Lake Pepin. Tliie conflict, 
bowever, did in>t rt'snlt in tlie fnrllier di^perti'm of Hineo 
bande, for ilie ruling power wag then confided to ilie Batd- 
Ertgle and Little-Bear, the imTnoiiiate deseendanJa of llie 
Blur-k-Bt^ar arul Big-Bufluloj and lliey lived in peace willi 
eaeli other. ^Tiio Bald-Eagle being pacificdlj dieposed, Iil« 
peoplo pi-ospcred and became powerful. Eat the Liltle-Bear, 
ivtio was mure qniiri-eUome, frcqnetitly eiifrn^cd in wnr vritli 
biB neiglibors, uiilil lie wae at last slain by llie Wliite-Wcned, 
and bia tribe united with the Bald-Eagle, its m(>i)iorj a1 ized on 
the higlilanda of ilie Kiekapoo. [Cut W, Fig. 4.] The Bald- 
Eagle WHH siiceeeded bv lineal Bhceession of Eagles t.hrungh 
Bix generatlouB, tnomi men tally recorded on the liigblandH of 
tbe Kickapoo and Wiflcooain. 

^*The sistb Eagle, however, woa elftin bj the Big-Weasel, 
Mho succeeded him, and divided tbe command witb tbe Bed- 
Lioii, his twin In-otber; they ruled in harmony until they be- 
came old, Butj in process of time, a quarrel arose between 
them about the exclusiva occupancy of territory, that did not 
refiilt in the ebedding of niich blood (vr Diany mi.n>n&i in 
tealitiiony whereof, there yet renmin many small trealy- 
mounda witbhi tbe tcn-itory occupied by Ihem. The Wia- 
cot^flin river, by mntnnl conaont, was their oriij-ina! dtvie- 
ion line, and tlie lowlands of that etreura present mor« 
tj'eatj-nionnda tban any other etrcam in tboeo regions. (Cat 
I, FiK. 3.) 

" They at length resolved to settle the matter in a pitched 
liattle between their whole forces, and aesembled on tho 
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liaiiks nf tbe WiaconaJn, neur llie jiinclion of Blue river, eaHi 
lu'iuling, ilk |iei'si>n, liis own arinj'. Tlie tonfliut Lt^nti, nm! 
being iiearl_)' equal in TinniLer, the &hife Mas cli^hjH^nitt- nnd 
tliQ tnrnagQ gftut, na is tifpAreiit frmit llie size uf tlie LfiUlo- 
Imi-iftl-iDoniuli* tliat eccfrinpntij llieir nicmoriul moTinineiita. 
Riitit cbieiri having I'nilt^n m pei"B<inul conflict, l^otli ai-miefl 
u'ilUilrew, and onleraJ uito a treiitj that ermLled tln^m lo 
bury nnd niGmoHalize tbtir dead. Tbey Hitii dispersed in 
miimII Uutd^ to join (jiie oi' mjotLer of tb«? scatlcred tribes uf 
lLi:ir fiFjutatbers. 

*' After ihia final dieperaioii of the nortliern tribes, mtinn- 
mctitikl conimem<>ralion3 ceaatd. The mound beinj the hier^ 
o^'lyi'hical eipi throngU wliich Ibo tradiliLrtia wei-o tmighf, 
find the knowledge of jjp«t events prestrved^ graduRllT Vieing 
its itnportaiicej came eventnnlly to be I^mked ii]>on vjib cold 
liiditTerericc. And ibiiB ibe great fuuiitain of tnidftion being 
dried np, it vs hj no menna matter of wonder tliat Jta atrt^ams 
hfivts cenaed to fl^^w, TJio great vn!k';v of tl»e HiBslssipi'i 
baFing Ltnied IIb Inet flovci-eign ninnarch in Ibc person of Ibe 
y<mng Dc-co-ta, ita inbftbitnnta dieporsing nvar an iiomenflo ter- 
rilor^- abounding in liftli, flt»s)i,HTid fin", were enabled to feed and 
tl'jtbG ihemsdves, eiijuj-in^ pence fur mnny ages. Until tbe 
pale-faced men of Ibe ocean visited tbeir borders, brynking 
lip their soil and lajilig low ibe forest, tbei-ebv dcslriTying 
tieir bunling-grounde, they never barii^g known tbe want of 
temlorjr or tbo scarcity of game, incantiouely pcrmflU'd tbd 
ttranp^er to remain iniiil bo became strong and p<»wcrfgl, 
Tlien, witb bis ii'on bow nnd leaden arrow be N-gfin to deal 
deatii to all that opjxis^d liis prtigreua west; nnd having great 
advantage by tbe nse of firearina, be srKin gained piwfiession 
of nil tbe land bordering on tbe great waEera <if tbe eaat. Tlie 
red man relnctantly gave way from river to river, from 
valley to valley, and from mountain to mountain, nnfil at 
last bo was driven nero^ tbe gi-eat hills which bad, for agen, 
been Ibe dividing line of nationSn There tbe red man of l)ie 
pnnth was compj^Tled to mingle with a pe^iplc differing in 
bmgnnge, rmnners, and cnftlonis, who maile bim serve tliem 
&a a l»reafit-work againgt tbe palc-fnced intruder, antJl all the 
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OTT tlie luwliind ailjacent to llie Wiaconsin nrcr about 
Iweh'Q miles above ita junction wilU the Misgiflsippf, is 
a group of seven Jong^ naiTow^ flat emhaokmeatsi wilh eix 
Bmiill riJUTid monndsT uot very near each other, and with no 
ftpparont sj-aremfttic HrrnngemeTit. Wiien I liad shoiva a 
drawing wliich I lind mnde of tliis gmiip to De-coo-rlali. lie 
iiifuntied inu itmt it wsu* rompoauiJ of li'L^aty iiitfTiioml- 
mound», tixliibUEng tlie iianal foatorca of works of tlipl class 
fmmd tbroiiglioitt tlio vnllcy oF the Miflfiiaaippi, but occurring 
rarclj aoutU or cast itf Ibo Oliio. 

Tliey aro eomelimcs teen in grmips, but more frequently 
Bing]e and iaclnted, unlets when sippeniled to resiJeiitijil 
groups; tlit?re lliey nro hM in regiilnr lines, some wirh, 
and otfiers witlionl*, matrimonial mounds between thorn. Tlie 
manijige niemoiijd mounds wbicli eometimeB accompany 
tlicm. often ap[>cnr to have been thrown up without regard 
to order or an-aiigemenl, wherever fancy or conscience dic- 
tated. 

Treaty rnemorinl marriega mounds differ from other niaCri- 
moni^l mound>4, being low and flat upon the top, wilb a 0111710 
at Ibe baSQ wliieb is slightly sunk below tlio snrfiice ; this 
circle having been fanned hy tlie removal of the earth amund 
the Ifflfie, out of which the niound was constructed. All other 
malrimonial mounds were formed of earth brought from a dis- 
tance. 

Treaty mounds were fonned in a similar manner, ami hare 
n hli^'hfly de[ireflseil nr itndnbLlinrr wnrfjice nrnnnd them. Tim 
emls arc oblirjno or levelled, forming, T^ith the sides, m-uto^ 
angles or points diagonally opposite to each other- They 
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wero ncrer eonstmcted in north nnd soutli, or east rnd wost 
lines, but alwflva 'leflect, at a greater or lees angle, frum the 
cardinal p(>int&, TImy nre fjund scattered tliroiigb tJie oonii- 
try, nt variona jilflces whoro Ircfllles were entered \ntn^ or 
ruIIlJed ; and fre'^iiently contain depoeitea of bCne and wliita 
arrcw-heade, &c. 
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THERE IB, at the junction of Stm<)dlo creek with Plumb 
river, four mUea west of Mount Cftrroll (Carrol I Co,, 111.), 
fi ghuup of motinde eoma cf which arc apparonllj' complete, 
but many ofliers are in an iinfiMished slut^?. 

De-c'Ki-duli represents those works lu have been construotei! 
l)j a penjile who were accnatomed to burn their dead. The 
lings or circular moiinda, eliown in thcCul,*aTe from tu-elve 
to twenty five feet ia diameter, and ab'^tit two foet in height* 
Tlio earlli appeai-a to }iflv<? been thrown frf>ra within, forming 
tliG ring nud leaving the interinr in the foiTn of a bEiBin. 

Each family formed a circle that was Ijeld sacred as a 
family bnrial-place, or fimeral mound ; and when ona of Uie 
^mily died, the body was conveyed to thin place, and fuel 
being prepared, waa placed ia the baain and there bamed. 
After the body was entirely couflnmcd, a thin covering of 
earth was Bpread ovor the ashes. The next death called for 
eirnilar ocveinonies, and ao on, until tlio oncloanre was filled. 
Then the ring was raised about two fcet, and thus prepared 
f}r further u^e ; and this proceaa was repeated as often os he^ 
came neceasarj^ the diaineter of the circle being gradually 
diminiahod at the erection of each addition to the ring, giving 
it, fiiiallyi, a conical firm, Somo of the ringa shown in tho 
Cut, are fnll, and present a fiat aurfaco. There arc also two 
battle-huriul mounds nttacbed to thie group; I sank a ebaft 
in oae, and waa filly satisfied of the correctnees of the Trn* 
ditlonal history, from the fnrt that after eirking al>ont ten 
iuclies, T vtiijck a bed of earth nnd nahea mingled with par^ 
ticlee ijf charcoal, extending to the bnltom of the shaft which 
1 Bunk some twenty inchen belnw the aurroundiug eurface. 
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Thi9 mnnnJ was confitmcted in the fai-ra of a tortoise witlnmr 
1i<?acl, tu.ll, or feel, and I presuine it to cotitrifn iIlh a*<Ii('s <kf 
H. ^Tjrlitin cil" thiit, tiiirlun. I exannrit-J t!ie utiier mound of 
tin? pame diif^j*, and fi»uiiii it to be com]XJ6ed of the aaine iiia^ 
tviinl9> aiul iij of Boveral othcra wliich I examined. 

Tri tbo viciiiil"j of tliia proTip, and about forty poka aoiUh 
of it, there is ormiher coinplotod gi'onp, wbore lumiilnr-bai'lul 
wns prncLiBed witln.iitt fire. Tbe trocoa of bodies in doooni- 
pti^ilion aie evitleiit. 

Doctors A. Arni J. L, Hnetellev ttuiik Blmfts in two rirt}i<***o 
moutule, in one of wliicb \\\vj fuund tlie jrtw-bone, uitli llie 
tevlti of a luiiniiii btinj,' iip|iuitii1h' of gi;jniilic propijrljorfl ; 
II103' fitijl rctivin it in llioir Jnigetnre Rt Monnt CniToll. I 
prefiiirne, hihweyor, ibat ^liis wiis H relic of soniu rocctit du- 
]>osite, ae tliere wei^e aUo otlier b^ndu iri a beilcr slate of pit-?- 
C!rvatiiiii in tli<) tJnina iiinuiid. The ulljor riinnnd iLiljaccTit lo 
it wms fuund iipon txaminaLion to contuin Ji^ittiing inoii^ lli:in 
tlie nanul Btrata of decompoetd malter. Altera tlioron^^b cx- 
arninalion of Uie gi'^Jiij^ I wae eatisJied tbat tlieio bad eillif r 
been a cljangu at souio paflt era in the coinmon mode of Ijtivi- 
al, or Ibat tliie rtp;iun wiie inbiUiitod by an jmmenHe popnla- 
lion, at diffei'ent orae, wlio practieed Inmukr biincl in differ- 
ont ways. Tbe trad i Ho n*? of De-cuo-dah Bnnrtion Ll»e lalter 
coficliiwiin; and it, is fnitber conolKjLatt^d by I he fiict lliat, 
went of Hie Miflftiseipiiii as far na onr rfseairhes liavc cxtendi^d, 
wc liave found in all bnnal'Tiionnds cxatniTicd, tbe tmr^es of 
lire in a depiiaito of cliai-coal and aah<^a; wbJle on llie east 
Bido of tbat rivtr, from Uie junction of lie Mi^ouvi to tlio 
falb of St. Aalbouy, wo bave only foiTnd ftn occasional iso- 
bitod monnd of ilmt description, willi tbe aingle exception of 
ibe gToiip on Plninb river. 

From these facta, jji ctinnection with the traditions of De- 
coo-dab respecting the ancient inhnbltnnts of tliose regions, aa 
of vaj'ions langnnf-es, cusloinri, and color, \^g arc led to tlie 
conclnsi-^n tbat at lonst two distinct races of men liaro occu- 
pied thie torrjloiy al different eras, and tbat both became na- 
lioTittlly extinct arteriar to the occupation of (be proai-iit In- 
dian vnov. And we presume tbe era is not far dibl;uit wbtn 



I 




CWTOfBHED BAKTO-WOBEap 



ITT 



time ^ill add to the catabgue of extinct races, that of the 
North AmericBii red man. Not three centuries hitvo passod 
elntB he ranged tlie forest of tlio eastj ronmed over the prdrles 
of tlio west, hacked in the Gunfibine of the geaial Bouth, and 
vieited at pleasaro the regions of the far north, undiepnted 
master of all, and vUh none to mako him afraid. But the 
white man, greedy of territorial eKtoneion has» by gradual ad- 
vances driven the Indian farther and fnrtbor west ; war, di&- 
eaee, and famine^ have rapidly dimmiebed his numbers; the 
Ticea which civilization brings, have done their work in Iha 
degradationof the Indian character, and tbeextinctlonofall ite 
nobler traits; game hae become leas abundant, and already 
the forest, the nver, and the prfliric, rofaae to aupplj the meaae 
of a comfortable Bubsifitence; the miserable remnant of a 
great people ranet 9y to wilder and more remote rogione, or 
continue to drag out a wrelebed exietenee upon llie scanty 
pittance dispensed ty their conqiierorB. A few more years, 
and the red man, like the iaoiind:bQiIderE, will. Uave passed 
Hway. 

Snch irero frequently the reflections of Dc-coodah. He 
waa aware of the condition, and mourned the doom of the 
Indian race; bntwoald occasionally take comfort in the ex- 
ercise of fl faith that the Great Spirit, or God of hia fatkera, 
would at some future day pour out hta wrath ia retribntive 
vengeance, to the tola! extermination of fJie white man. 

Let ufl now examine more particularly the eTideneca of 
a plurality of nations anterior to the occupation of North 
America by the modem Indian race. "We suppose tiie Mis- 
Biesippi to have been the point at which those difltrent na- 
tions came in contact with each other, from the fact that at 
that point a marked difference appears in the general form 
of their tumular monuments, and^ moreover, the amaJgama- 
tioH or mixture of forms in the coDstrndlon of those monnds 
or embankmcnfa exists to a greater extent along ihia river 
than in any other region. This circnmstance probably origin 
nntcd by tlie chances of wnr^ in conquest; as these border 
nations would necessarily, from lime to time, advance ov&r 
one another's borderB in alternate acqniaitioaa of territorr 
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and during llieir mterv&ls of occupancj, eacL would erect 
ixtonQmenU according to tbeir o-mx tDste and desiga. TLe 
fact that botL nations were la tbe babit of rearing tumular 
nioiminenta aeema to militate with the belief that either wne 
nationally ccmnected ^ith the 74'orth AmericEui Indians, as 
the latter huve never been in the habit of erecting tuuitili at 
nny era Icncwn to bistorj or tradition. That those nfltiona, 
differing m cufiteme, coine firat in collision with each other 
at or near the junction of the Miasonri >Pith the MisaiBftippi, is 
evident from the fact (hat aa we go Bouth from that point, the 
tumuli gradually partake of the pyramidal form, reecmbling 
those found in Mosieo^ South America, Jic, and repreeentitig 
in tniniature^ the tnmnli of Africa. 

On the contrary^ as we advance north and east, the pyr- 
amid al form gradoally Birilca to the low conical, or flat mound, 
presenting nsaity circles, &<inareH, anil triangular gromia and 
ciiibankmeata, resemhUng those fL>und in the nortli of Europe. 

Thcflo facia Beem to carry with them the rational probabili- 
ty of the former presence of nalione which derived tbeir 
origin from two continenta. And if I may be permitted to 
indulge in ejieenlation sustained by lingering traditions, I 
come to the conch^sion Limt these Iwo great national powers 
waged war with each other for many ages (as thfr iinmenae 
tnmular monnmenta erected by each aeem to indicate), until 
both became greatly reduced in numbers and atrengtb. Time 
enfeebled Ihey ftsU an ea«y prey to the wandering hordes 
(probably of Aaialic origin), who aaaailod them from the 
aoatb, were wUuIfy t^iibjiigared, and loet their national eK- 
iiftence hy amalgam ation with the race of their conqnerora- 

Tbese two powers tliiia united, would fiad but little difS- 
ctiUy in overcoming the tribes of the north (probably of Kuro- 
l»eftn tieecent), who are Iraditionalty represented to have been 
engaged for more than a century in one continual scene of in- 
ternal war ; and after the ceeaation of hostiUties, interratlonal- 
amalgamatien wonid give rise to numerous nations, with tbeir 
peculiar manners, customs, and language. Tlie wandering 
habila of the cmmaerors being adopted by their Lributarite, 
they became dlsperecd and scattered bqUI the lapse of a few 




trNFlNlBllKG EAfiTH' WORKS* 



IW 



centaries rendereil lliem for^tful of ihtiT anoietiC ninnii- 
menta ; and ^is tUosG nioniimenta were llie oiil^ ireinoriAlB of 
tlie iiObt, arid the rieiblia ificord uf iitatiy of tlicir tradititine, 
"^vitii tlicm the more aocient catiane in thia tnune amalgama- 
tion buried forever much oFtlie Lietorj of tlio two gruut racoa 
u'Licli liad gone before tliem. 
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bii,?gi^ that B|UDH llif MLairU. 
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THAT ihe ancient Americans were very immerons, tbere 
can be no donbt Tbeir battle buriol-moDnclE ebow tbat 
great numbers must ofVen liavo been cngagjcd in conflict, in 
f)je msBting of hoBtilo mmies, I^oar Prairio du Cliien there 
«ro hot Icse Iban nineteen monuments of tbis doacription. 
One 5f Lbcae now bears upon its siimmit a larjire and splendid 
mansion, erected by IT. 11. Doiisman, agenilemnn well known 
in ibiit region^ wbu hud accnmulatcd a large fortiipe in tbe 
fjir trm]e- TIiq ligation h a beautifnl one, wlien consklered 
witboiit reference tu its association, as tbe once-ballowed soil 
of a funeral monnd. During the excavation for the cellar of 
this bnilding, I frequently vieitcd tbe place, in the bope of 
discovering some relic of primitive depoaite; but wo fyund 
nolbing, except the presence of a largo quantity of decom- 
posed niairer, reaenililing a mistnre of lime snd anbes, with 
no apjiearance of cbarcoal^ or other traces of ^i-e. Tills strat- 
nm waSj at the centre, alxnit five feet in depLji ; and a(^er 
the excavation was completed, it presented a plainly-marked 
line entirely around the cellar, of about ten incLes in width. 
The laborers informed mc tbat they bad taken out about four 
buhdred cart-loads of tbis earth. 

The embanlcment is sufficiently extensive to form a hand- 
some oval yard eniirety aronrd Ihe building. 

It was near this jilace I presume that the traditional battle 
l^etween De-co-la the Tonnger, and llie nnited kingdoms wps 
fought; and it was near bere tbat the Wblle-Duer fell, and 
jel stands memorialized in a tnmular monument representing 
tbe body of that animal. 
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OppoaKe lliis prairie, in ttie ItfLaflissippi^ is a large ieland, 
wi(L & lake, wIiil-Il ^n^wers tliu Iraditiunal Lietory of tlat bat- 
; tle^ aa gi^eii bj De-cco-dab. 

One of tbe most BtEignkr tumular repreeentatiana in tliis 
pftrt L»f tbo country, k that of four Gn^^leG, located at ttie inter- 
fiGction of foiU' Uneal rang^a of mctiiidt^, on tlie bead waters of 
D]u1'Ax£! river, nrd about ssTenty-fivQ miloa nortbeaet of 
Prairie du Cbien. (See Cut F, Fig- 1,) ' ^ 

Tlie eaglfc in LJje noitb being repreeenled As bcadlvfis, sliowfl 
tbe decapit&tjcji:! cf tbat eOTerdgn ; and one in tbe Bontb Lav- 
ing two beadfl, rccordfl Lie Hovereigntj over two nnlu'Da. Tbe 
otber two, repitaeiitcd aa in nattiral Htc^ oppenr to bave main- 
tained tboir dominion over tbcir people dunng their rcepcct- 
ive livofl. 

There are inany repreaantativea of birds and animals to be 
Been in tbU region of conntry, not orly of tbe tiimulnr elasB, 
l>uL also iu pabiting, on tbo face of tlie river bluffs. At tire 
janctioD of Paint creek, on tbe west Bboro cf tbe MiaslseLppi, 
aboLit nine miloa nortli of Prairio du Obien, is A largo tirck 
upon wlucli many singnlar paintings have been cj^ecutcd, in 
colore wLicb seem to be proof against the action of frost or 
rain; and Biinlkr paintings ocenr^ at intei-vala, along tlie 
western sbore, for eereral hundred miles Eortb, About thirty 
milcB from tli \& rock (commonly known as tbe Paintod Rock), 
north, there is anotber called tbe ^' Paint Rock." 

Thia preeenlB a pyramidal form, standing about five feet 
above the Burface of tlie earthy gradually tapering from the 
ground upward ; it is literdly cohered with painted niclitra, 
and email figures of various kinds. Unny of tbe Indiana j-o- 
tain n auperBtiUons reverence for it, and never pass near it 
witbont leaving tobacco, or some Braall trinket^ as an offering. 
The Qrraiig^rnent of tbe pn.intmg?4 indieatea some knowledge 
of tbe ai't, nnd tlie rock bae a Bmoolh surface, witkcmt t|te 
mark of any tool being apparent Its primitive nee ia un- 
known to tbe traditions of De-coc^dab, and remains matter 
of conjecture. In conversation with an aged Frenchman, who 
had been in tbo babit of occasionally paseing by this aacred 
rock for fortyyeara, be remarked that there had been no addU 
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lional p&inting on it since Lie knowledt^c of it, and tliat ihQ 
oaU>rft wero yet aft bright aa when lie Gi-at beheld it. 

In iinitfltion of (hose pointings, the Indiana of the pr&eent 
dnj oct^asionally infJulgu their ta*tle fur paintings utkI tbeir 
pftititioga maj frequenllj be eeen on the bluff rocks of tlie St. 
Pcltr's and ifUe Earth rlveiB, '-T^ey, h-jwerer, are eaailj ilia- 
tiii^iii^liaUe from thoac of the ancient AmeHcan ; tlie £gitres 
nro acciiratelj drawn, hut tho colore ara much inferior in dura- 
bility and brilliancj. Mj attention waa flrreeied in view of 
a gronp of paintings on a bJnff rook of the St. Fetor*8, that I 
learnad had been recently executed, I sought the arJist, and 
found hirn near tlie junction of the Phie Earth river. Ho waa 
ail aged man, and he informed me that bo had recenll/ 
fiitj^htd the last memorial of hia art ; bnt aller fnrniehing him 
witli uM, paints, atid hrn&hoa, I prevailed on him to execute for 
mo n. few drawings on canvaes. Ho was known by tho nama 
of We-rii-CHn-n^'^ah. 

lie appeared to be endowed with a lively imagination, was 
pasiftionately fond of femalo aociety, and had six wivei*. In 
eoriversal.ion on tlie enhject of a plnrslitj of wives, he con- 
tended tbat no woman could be fonad possessing all the graces 
which properly lielong to the fomalo character — -to wit : love, 
dnty,innocence,6inccrity, wiadom^and devotion, or religion — 
aitd tbat man waa entitled to the enjoyment of all these. He 
admitted that more than ona of these graces might exist ia 
one womad, and th^t no femalu was destitute of them all. Ha 
believed that there were moii incapable of appreciating anr/ 
of theae grsic^, and cooffequently not eotitled to Bociiil intcr- 
courae with the other ses. 

He bad three tents, or wigwams, in which he kept bia wives 
b.y pairs ; love and duty, sincerity and innocence, wisdom and 
devotion, occopyirg tenta together Ho divided his time 
ainorg them, and hud twenty-fonr chi!(3ren, and many grand- 
children. They al! iippeared to dwell in harmony, and lived 
plentifully. He had, also, a small lodge or tent, made of well- 
dreaaed elk-akin, in which bo kept Lis paints and paintings. 
The interior of this lodge was litirrally eovered with paintinge, 
representing men, bb'ds, and heasta ; one ciicle of the lodge, 
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liowQver, ^fl£ fieb apart for the works of LDaDimatQ nature. 
TLq BUQf moon, and atarSf with a vell-Bbaded rainbcw, in bril- 
liant colors, cncIciBed by a circle oi' deep green, t>ccupicd alx)iit 
one third of tho space within the lodge, forming a rade but 
intereetlDg dome. 

I passed about one mouth vnth We-ni^cnn-ue-gab at ihis 
lodge, in wliicli time ha painlad nine pictares for me on can- 
vass. He^v&s a native of the Rocky moiinlains bordering on 
tha head-waters of the MisBL^Bippi, and he gavQ mo deacrip- 
tiona of many groupa of mouoda that ho had often Been when 
yoang; hat he retained no trailitiouB of their primitive use oi 
origin. 




jA ^iiu 



The flboTfl is H pUn of 'Fort Oreeuville, Trflcenof tiie erabanVm^ni iniliHited 
b;thebUek]iD«; blocki in fine Ijiih iodietl^ the Kjnureaar the tavn. 
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TinSD TOrit OF KXPLOltAnOIT- 



HAVING devoted about two yeara, accOTnpunied bj Do- 
coo-dali and otheis, to the eiiperticial flarroy of tumolflr 
ropicdontatioos, and bein^ mnch interested in tbeir tradilion&l 
hifl^ory, I resolved, in the spring of 1S42, to teat more 
tfiorouglily tLair probublti uutlkcnticilj' by a more extensive 
survL^y of tliB lineal ranges. Having premised to meet my 
Bged friend aud adopted fatbor^ De-cco-(]aL, at Lake Pepin, 
by tbe firat or second boat after the openiog of navigation, I 
Becnrcd passage on tbe steamer OUer, Capt. Harris, of Galena, 
bound from St. Louis to St Feter'Bf and proceeded directly to 
tbe lake. 

On my arrivalj I was informed ibat De-coo-dab had not 
been eeen eiuce my departure in tbe fall^ and that m conse- 
quence of Ilia failure to return at a given tims, he was eup- 
posed to hs duad ; for Lib mof^t aged friends were nnable to 
call to uibid a single instance of bia baving failed to perform 
a contract or fulEl a promise, and be bad promised to rctnrti 
and preside at a feast, to be bald in tbe ancient ordcr^ at tbo 
funeral-pile of tbo Spotted-Deer, in commemoration of tbo 
great festival treat of wbite men, celebrated at the feetival 
tircle of tbe Wolf, Deer, and "Weasel, the preceeding winter. 
He bad given tbe oi-der of arrangement for Ibis feast, previoua 
to his departure; which consieted in procuringtwulvedeer, to 
be roasted whole, in honorable commemoration of tbe twelve 
Dc-co-tas; the feast to continue three successive days, in honor 
of tbo tbroo chiefs last memorialized; four doer to be con- 
sumed on each day ; tbe feaet to close with a bouutifal repaet 
of boney^ sacred to tbe memory of tbe white man wbo fur- 
uiflbed tbe ox for tbe ancient feaat at tbe tribal circle. 



TBiau TOCtt OF KXrtOaATlOH. 



18f 



Tliemenlion of tliesecli'cum^tAnccsJn coniioeHon witli wlint 
De-coo (liih iijiil lulfl me, iirevions U* tnir 8e|iamlijn, nT a great 
feast whicii lie lud ju octntetiipUiEiun, wlmre my Rom|iRhv wnuld 
aflVirJ liiiii iTHicli ploadiire, verjf mucL increaaed my fuare f^tt 
ilia wcUHre, fiiid I I'Odolved to o^c^alain the tniLh^ I tiiniie- 
diatt^ly i>ni'chude<i a (^alloo, and I'otunieii to Mount Ti'nmbull, 
to tlio i'eei<lGDCe uf my Kmitucky fnond, t{t consult liiiu as to 
tlie beat roureeof nciion id I'tiUlion to the matler. Ho it^fonii- 
ed ine that Diindv' Jack^ a rambling il^imunree EjujitBiimii, 
WAS in tijtf A'ici^iiiy, anil liu^ being n idHtive of tl*e family 
v\l\\ wlii:;li De'Cr>i>iinli neut n^my, wlivn wu Ii\fit fi^parnkdi 
would l>o ntoab l!Uuly to pn>ciuc whatever infonu^Uikfii tliat 
tril>e jvaiei^aod aa to tlio wheiuAlKJuta or prolihl>l« fatu i^f De- 
Goo diilL My frii^Dd iinmediflt()l_v dei^patched ft rne^een^r to 
seek JiLc^k, ftnd iittnrin him tint I desired an interview with 
him. Early nnxt mMrning^ Jtii:]c^ occmpimied by tluo^ Me- 
nomineeK ililcI six Wiimubu^oe.^ raniG in. We learned from 
him Hmt a niiiiur wau current ammig tbo Mi^noiiiint'tip, that 
Dti-coodali VAA dead ; but he wa£ not awui-o tliat any ona hnd 
any posifivo infonnati^>ij aboat tlje matlcr. Jack, liowever, 
very kindly offcj'cd to nid mc in procuring certain informa- 
tion ; naid that he knew Decoo-dah^e point of doetmatiim^Dnd 
had aomo knowledge of the family which ha was to visil. 'Wq 
then hehl acomic-il relative to thd matter, and concluded that 
it would Iio mo^L eatisfactory to all t«> a|J|w>int a dt?Iegntion tt> 
go and suck De-c^^o-diih, altliougb it was the prevailing opinion 
Ju the council Uiat he waa dead- I immediate!/ volunteered 
my Bervicts, and naa soon joined by seven other*. 1 then 
iiii'ornicd tiiem that I contemplated an examination of the 
mouruU, g<*iiiff and retuminij; in conaejjnencQ of which I 
filionld travel elowly ; and that I designed to coinpensate thoae 
that accompanied me, and should prefer as small ft party a^ 
would be mofit comfortable. I waa retjncRled to make a. selec- 
tion of companlona in accordance with my own wi&bca. I 
inquired who Lad the beat knowltdge of the connlry llirongh 
which we lunet pasB, to which a half-dozen voices responded, 
" P-.kiit," 
Pg^et, being an oldcrly Winncbflgo, and having two aquawB 
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tliat were liale and nimble-footed, witli a Bpvigljlly jRiigliter 
(to whom I>aii(]y Jnck wil£ makltig mntniiiuniHl overtures), I 
decLdtid on taking lEie vliole fannlj, and antlcijiaEed a plea^nnt 
party. The Beleclion i^as cordially approved oF, and tlie 
coancil adjourned. 

Having depoailed my stores at Prairie dii CInen, I pro- 
ceed<;d lo Uinl place, and fumithed eacL of my conipanione 
with an additional red blanket, cbtnined a good rifle and 
fowling-piece, with a full supply of amfmrnition and ullier 
BTnall fnttneBT J^aJ fitartcd for Lake Superitu- We as^-eiideJ. 
HiG Wificonsin lo the juncti^JD of the Kickap<:io, and llience 
necended that river aWit seTenty miles. Ilere we Unded, 
finding ecime Winnebago lodges^ "v^' it h the occupants of which 
wo kft our efinoe, to be returned lo Prairie du Chien, intend- 
ing ourselves to retam by another rotito, Tlience we visited 
tlie monumental eaglefl (previonslj described), at a point on 
tlkC highland of thd Kickapoo, which I have mentioned aa 
the terlniuufl of fuiir ranges of lineal mounds, diverging 
thence to oppoeito and remote points (as seen in Cut F), Wo 
ti"acod the north range lo the vicinity of the Chippewa river, 
nvbero we dificovorcd an arrangement of earth-work diflcting 
in form from any we had previously aeen ; these weje trian*' 
gular enclosures, of varions dimensicnE, Eome of which enclosed 
interior Btrnctiires eimilai" in funn, lint of vaHoiisamiiigement, 
(Cut M)- We also found BeveraJ triangnlarworkri, timiwn up 
in solid maee (Out P» fig. 3}, but made no excavations. We 
then proceeded in a course a little east of north, with llie do- 
sign of approaching the western shore of Lake Superior, and 
pasend hut few mounds of any descnption, until wo came 
wilhin about thirty mileB of that lake ; there wo oeeaBionally 
discovered an isolated truncated work, gantrally of small di- 
meiiBionB. When wa approached the immediate vicinity of tb« 
lake, where the fiienda of De-cco-dah resided, we soon learn- 
ed that he was dead, and was deposited in a mound about 
eighteen or twenty miks weatof tholake. 

QbtftiJiing a gnide, wo proceeded to hia gr-ave, which 
we fuufid located on a prominout elovation, I pr*.kcnii?d from 
a ncighbonng brook a flat Btouej and dd it rudely cut his 
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name, wicb the initialfl of mj owHf and placed it at hii 
head. 

After loai-ning tbo particnlara of Iha dealL of ray old friend 
and adopted falbep, wo retraced our trail lo the beiid-watoi-a 
or upper tributaries of llie Cliippewn rivei- ; and liien turning 
to tbti eouth Bome twent/ miles, again sb&ped our coLirse for 
the monumental eagles, Bj the way, we passed Heveial ho- 
lated crescent works, of large dimensions, and two groapa> 
arranged in tbe order ahown in Oat 0, iige. 1 and 2. 

After our arrival at tbo monumental eagles, we traced 
theni^e n linoal range^ that torminateB near tbe junction of tbe 
Bttd-Axe with the MieeiBBippi, On our arrival at tbat river, 
we cblained a canoe, and iisceiided to Prairie la Crosee. In 
the vicinity uf ibia place, ibe Wimiebagoea belonging to tho 
band of Wa-con De-co-ra, to wliicb my companioufi belonged, 
were located. On receipt of certain tldinga of tbe death' of 
De-coo-dab, there waa much mourning among the aged of the 
band ; bat the whiaky dealers at this place bavin^ recently 
replenished their stock, the greater number of the bnnd^ to- 
gether with their chief, were indnlging in that kind of feHtivIIy 
familiarly termed a " big drunk ;" and Poket, who was Tery 
food of whiflky, joined the banquet to diown bia grief ia 
revcliy. The steamer Otter touching at that point, I em- 
barked for Prairie du ChieiK 

Having devoted several yeara to the examiuation of Iho Bur- 
face of earlh-workfl in genonil^ wtthont making many excavn* 
tions, in crmsequenGeaf tbeuTerfiion nianifaflted by De-coo-dah 
to the desecration of the monuments of his remote anceHtt;>rs, I 
reaol ^ed now to teat freely the truth of the traditiooB reapecting 
Bucb mounds a3 were traditionally reprceented to contain dc- 
poeitcs, and with that design fii'st Tiaited the pentagon, and 
made iJiorough exca^'ationa at varions points of the work, but 
diBCLivLred no depoaite eicept in the central work. In Bink- 
ing a fthafl at tbe centre of tbe summit of tliis, wo passed 
through the allnvia! eeveral JiicLea In depth, and then throiigli 
A Btratum of earth mingled with charcoal, and evidently 
formed of allies at some era» to the deptli of nearly two feet, 
irben we cams in contact with a Btratuin of eartk Bomcwbat 
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r(wariiUing jiotter's day, of grayi^l color, bearing the iiiiprefiS 
of fire, in tlie reaemblancc of decayed eartbeu'Wftre, Thia 
stratum cuntaEnod mica; it cvfis ^lIiooI twenty- incltre in depth, 
and rested on Anotlicr, mingled with eand; among ^vLicb we 
(JLBco\-crcd aevoral biuoII piucea of micQ, but found no other 
dep'^ite in any oilier pui't of tliis aingular work. 

We then pr<^ceeded to an examinfltion of tlie greftt crescent 
worka in llie viclikity (shuwti in Cut G), And eoiik a Eliaft in 
each of lUem^ but williout dlecovering any Btnilificntion otbcr 
tban tijat coiniijon in tlie vicinity^ cKcept it amall thin stratum 
of bhie Hond» evidently occupying the sm-faceof the primilivo 
earth ; but in einkin^ a shaft in tho CL^ntro of tho ccrtml work 
(traditionally eaid to represent the sun), mion^ in FTtk^ll sheeti, 
was nbnnilantly iiitei'Bpf^rKed thrciiiglkasri'atumcf abr>iittircuFf 
inches in depth, nri'arfged in circninr tbrm^ nnd occupying n 
space twelve fyct in lase diamiiter, siiriMtKuled by earth fijmilar 
to that of the sulvBoil of the adjacent low-land. 

The earth of Ihla circnlar Btratinn w&a evidently obtaioed 
at aiinie remote point, it Icing a raixMii'c of white-clay, blue- 
aand, and mien, apparently rendered 6rm by prceenre ; it 
rested on eailh similar to thai of rite Hdjacent region, and was 
covered by albivial of fmrii ten to twelve inches in deplhj 
which had eilher Wen gathered fmm Ihe aurronnding soil, or 
finned Liy the minuid ileompLftiiion of vegetable natter, 
througb the lapse ^^f many agee. Had iKia eurface aoil been 
removed with care, and tlie stratum betientli been washed by 
a ftw iieovy eh'iwers of rain, no thoronghly etndded waa U 
\vith eniiill particles of mica that, under tlto Eiin"'& rays, it cer- 
tainty would have presented ao onapt Bymbolical repreaentit- 
tion of that Inminary. 

After making, by thorough excavation a satisfactory exami- 
ratii^n of the pentagon and iLe traditional appendage, the 
festival circle, wo revisited the anial^amntion mound. Irx^ated 
in the vicinity of Muscodft, on the high land of Wisconein 
liver (partially described in chapter vi.), to reexamine it by 
Ihorongb excnv'ation, Aftersinkingeeveral EhafU imhe main 
body [*f llie effigy, without making any addiiional discovery^ 
we proceeded to an exaniimLtLon of the aacndciul nhars, hj 
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flinlcing BbaHa fVooi the mimmit tc the centre of the b&«6. In 
addition to tlie atratacu of cburcoal and aabe^i bcforo men- 
lioDcd, near titc smface^, resting on strata of bluo and wLite- 
cliiy, we dieco^ftpoj on tbfl siirfaca of tha primitive earth, cor- 
responding depoaitaa of t*lne and white aand, placed in ovaL 
pi1<!e, or email tnincai^d mounded of abont four feet ba^e and 
two feot bigli, in anangement tLe revcree of that of tlie blue 
And while clay of tLe eamnait: the blue eaiid lying boQeatL 
the white clajj and tlio white sand houcath the bliio clay.) 
We DOxt procoedod to an cxaEoinatlon of the national monu- 
ment (treated of in chapter vii.), but on a critieal cxBintn&.tioDf 
by Bicting funr Gbaila In the body of the iiaa^innry effigy, wo. 
discovered no further change of iraterialor woll-dednod atratl- 
fication. We then descended to the pl&ica or lowland of 
Huacoda, but found no deposite or etrfttification in any of tlie 
numerous worka oa that extcneive and beautiful plain, althougli 
effigice of men and beoeta aboond there, with many truncated 
works of Email dimeuaions, and eovoral groups of elongated 
embankmenU, that resemble redoubtB on Bmatl fortificatloaa. 
The body of theee works being composed of aandy alluvial, 
easily penetrated, many eicavfllions bad been previonaly raade 
by the passing antiquarian or cnrioua pioneer, we thoi-efora 
resolved to return to the MisBisBippi river* 

We ftftorward descended tlie MLSsiaelppi from the janctlon 
of the Wiaconfiin to tLic junction of the Macoqncta^ a anialL 
Btreara, that enters the MiaaifiGippi opposite on extensive plain, 
designated as the Sand Frairie. This plain ie in liUnoia ; it 
preaenCs ou iCa boaom many small earth-worke, principally of 
small dimensions, amorig which we discovered one that con- 
tained a nide stone vault, but with no porceivable deposite. 
About twenty miles ntirth of this plain^we dificov^reJ a very 
extensive range of truncated works, commonly known aa 
Jacobs^ Mounds^ some of which are of huge dimensLon, being 
raised to the altitude of twenty-five feet Extensive exoava- 
tions have been made in these mounds by tlie Mormons, som^ 
of (he large works being nearly domolialied. Many rude iuir 
plemeut.B have been iliBtoterreJ, of savage origin, found Lntei- 
Bpersed among human hcnes. 
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Thifl groapof wcrks appear lo liava beennaed bjtliB Indian 
aburiglnea of the e:5isting race as a common cemetery, for 
many years, and contaicB more bones in various atagoB Of do- 
compoaitioD tlmn arc to be found at any otber pUcG in that 
i-ogion of country. Bones, wliicb are nenrly deoompoeod, iir© 
found mingled with those which Imve been more recently de- 
poaiCed, and that seem to bB but littlo decayed. In tLe 
esamioation of these worts by eicaration, it ia everywhere 
apparent that tlio earth of which they are composed has been 
frequently broken or upturned, being mingled will alluvial lo 
llie depth of many feet, and not prcaenting the compactneaa 
and solidity common to mounds in the vicinity. These monnda 
are located near the river, on an Glovated fertile alluvial, but 
are composed of fie.nd, evidently obtained at some diatant 
pointy probably abnnt three miles north of their location ; for 
at that point may be seen a very extensive eicavatioQ on the 
summit of an undulating elevation, which commands an ex- 
tenfiive view of the aarroundirg plain, and which ia composed 
of sand similar to that of which the mounda are constrnclcd, 
to the depth of frora nine to sistocn feet. There are sevoi-al 
of Iheee excavations adjacent to each othor^ which are now 
from eight to ten feet deep. Tliey are partly filled in by ihe 
wash from the embnnVmentg which eurrouud them. The 
largeet occapies an area oi about one acre, ie twelve feet deep 
in the centre, and is surroonded by a slight elevation, that 
wears the appearance of an artificial wall, designed tocncloBft 
the area within, 

Jacoba' Mounds arc aituotcd on an exceedingly fertile plain 
of great extent, yet they seem to occupy a position specially 
inarVed out as the resting-place of the dead ; for notwithstand- 
ing the site presents no natural features indicative of tb« 
prevalence of pealilential disease, yet all attempts to occupy 
it have hitherto failed, 

Mr. Jacobs^ at first sight, became so fascinated with the 
beautiful scenery of the eurrounding landscape, and the fer- 
tility of the plain that, in the early settlement of those regiona, 
he dotermined to make a permanent residence in the Imtue- 
diate vicinity of the moundSi and erected a comniodioiu 
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ilwelliMg-tiouse in the iriii^Bt of tbein, but lie w&6 eoon com- 
pelled to vnE^itLe it and retire, in coneequence of the de&lL of 
Lift wife and Beveral cbildren. 

And it 19 worthy of remark, that in tbo firat soUlomanla 
made in Ohio, iDdiana, and HUnoiSjin Die iminediatQ vicinity 
of large groups of mounrla which eeem to have been con- 
structed for the deposite nf tlie d<'ft(l, pestilonlial disease pm- 
vbiIh to a iinicii greater e^teltt ihAii il-^wliere. I do not 
suppose this reanit to bo chargeable to the preeeiico of the 
incMiiida, but to natural causes aounectcd willi the ]ocaJ[ty: 
fof it is evident, tfiaC where maaaca of vegetublo mutter, bo 
located that ihey are not anbjoct to removBl hy water or fire, 
ni'e penuitEed to ilecornpose in liirgo qiiautiliefl^ in positigni 
where therti are nHtuinl chBtructiuns to a Jiec circulation of 
atr, n duleteriona nuasina maet enlist, btingiDg witli it diaenae 
and death, biich locahltea are ef frequent oecurrcoce in the 
Bviddon curves and great hondfl of many of the western rivers, 
suiTounded by unhroken liighlands that obstruct the freo oln 
culaiion of air, yet where the deepest and most fertilo alltivinlfl 
invite the early piiineer to rear ]\\n Mli<kde in their inidst. Thit 
fact partially ncconnta for \]i<^ frequent npjvearance of large 
burial monuda in eiich localities; for if tlie mouud-buildei'fl 
were an agricultural people, as their works in some regions 
evidently indicate, the same cnnaoa operating In earlier eras, 
wmild furnish material more abundauLly than higher and more 
Balubriona lands, for the eouetrnction of those cemeteries. Jl 
raay also be remarked, that in the vicinity of eirtenaive eetn^- 
terits, it ifi not nnenminfui tr* =iee largo tmrra of marehy lanrf, 
fitftgnaiit water, &c.] and in the ra-octupancy of these dfr 
populated regiona, the pioneer will find hia Bafety in avoiding 
Buch Incfttiona in the flcleclit»n of his place of abode. 

T)»at (bia and the fturrotindifig country lirts at some era, sus- 
tained a population wbieb conld not posflibly lia7e aubsteted 
ii^hin^ and huaring, ib mnsE evident from the rcmaine of 
nili- On all the vjist pTain^^ for nmuy milea above and 
below, borderuig on the river, the tmr«ated mound and 
elongated earth-woih, with h^te aad there a strange aurmsl 
effigy, are to be met wltEi ; they are also seen in great abuit- 
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<lftnce» tracing tho smaller tributaries, far intotJictTitonor,ca»t 
and W0£t 0^ tlie Mieaiseippi ; nor are tho LigliliLnUe cxompL 
Oil tbe BuiDmlt of ttie lofty blu£Ei along tlie ridge of their 
cra^i^y apurs, and ev&n ou the mountain 8ido^ ibe tuound- 
bni liter bas ]eSi \ua i-ecord. About nine miles north of JhcoVs 
inotjurkf DeH^r Uig junction of Plmitb river with tLe MiaHia- 
cippi, cm tie laitd* of Mea»rfi. L, Davieon, Oooper, Bowen^ and 
<»tLerfl, ill tlia vicinity of an extensive mareb, annnaHy inua- 
dated by lbs apring floods of the Mieaiaslppi, extensive groups 
of burlat mounda, of small dlmeaaions^ amkn<^Gd in llnea, 
circles^ squares, and triangles, ahoiiiid, and aianyof tbe earlj 
pjoneers of tbe vicinity have contributed to swell the number 
on the adjncent bighlandn lint Ibe indoinit^ible erergy and 
entcrpriee of ihoae gentlemen in draining the mareb, baa verj 
inacb conti ibtited to the liealthfLilneaa of the vicfnllj, and It 
now aeenna likuly to attain entire oxcmptloa from tho in- 
flauncea wf^tcU f^>i-moi'lj nnGttcd It for bnniaii roaJdcQce. 

Naar tho jtmction of Apple river, & few miles above Plumb 
liveti are alco many bnrial-inound)^, ainon^ wbicb I diacoi^- 
ered eereral tbitt besr the marks offlre^and one that presents 
a circular depOj4ite,oii the primitive eartb, resembling decom- 
pjBed animal matter^ covered with a striitLim of nearly two 
fcet in deptb, of pure clay, on wbicb rested another, of fir© 
feel in depth, composed of eand and ashes, mingled with cbor- 
oofti, boncatb an al^avial surface ten inches deop. 

TEjis being the Srst work of tlila description that I bad no- 
ticed in those regions, I examined it with much attenttoL 
A^\t^r einking a Hlmft fjMm tlte centre of tbe summit to tha 
base, we fihavi^d, with a dharp mpade, a soL-lion eighteen inchea 
in widtJi, fn.^m tbe top to the bottom of the shaft, and fonnd 
thiit the wni'k appeared to retain iminten-upted solidity. At 
the point wiiore tbe two strata unite, appcai'cd a wcU defined 
tfne of pnre ashes, resting on clay and covered with eand. 
Tliere being five Btraia at tbe bottom, with no corresponding 
mtmoPLHl monnd adjiicenl, afid the enliro work presenting in. 
OLiLlini] the comamn form oftfic traditional battWbiiiiHl monnd^ 
I reaulvcd on a mure thorougb examioation^and commenced a 
dim trading one of the strata ouU'ai-d from Ihe centre, imtU 
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I fiaallj lost BigLt of it ; I tlea run a drift in aa opposite di- 
rection, with EL eimilrtr result> lie entire length of the two 
drifts l>eing about eiiteen foot. Having been ppe^ioiiBly xn- 
formed hy De-coo-dah that there was a time wheo all bodiea 
were eonaumod by fire, and that a paHlal change took place 
long before Ihc general custom ceased, in c<>nfte(itience of the 
refu^ul of the BiLn to Hbiao during the time of bunniig b. great 
and good king, when it was decreed that the great and good 
ehoid'l DO more be consumed by ^n\ wo concluded that tlita 
waa a battle buriabinoandj wb<;ro the bodiua of tlio ehiofa 
were interred in accordarice with the decree, and t)iat the 
fnnerftl-pile of their followei'a woe made over their bodieSj that 
all miglit He entombed together. There being uo effigy, title, 
or memorial Tnound, in the rit^inity, iiidicnt^B^ according to 
tradition, estlnclion bj connneat Thie mound Ht.inds isolated 
and alone, baring a base of one hundred and five fect^and a 
perpondianlar allitade of about eight feet, with u flat summit, 
alightiy depressed in the centre, i 

About one and a half miles eastof this monnd, on the sum- 
mit of a bigli hillf ihere is anoUier battTe burial mound of 
Binaller d i men ^iooe, which beare no mnrke of fire. It is com- 
posed of a gray-earth, nriliko any in the vicinily, covered with 
a sandy alluvium. In the vicinity of thta work ia arolher, 
composed of two elouf^nted works^ relatively located, ae shown 
in Cut C C. The smaller work appears to retain its primilivc 
perrectian and regularity of fprm, hot the larger^ on which 
tiie tree appears, hoH been injured hy the uprooting of timber 
at a point near the north end. Tliis peculiar furni of eartli- 
work ia traditionally rcpreaonted to have been erected aa a 
title inemoria), and the individual here memoriabzed wa^ a 
Stelept<»d or choeen chief, as dtfE^ribed in Chapter 6. 

About sixteen miles east of this work^ on the south side ^f 
Apple i-iver, nn a Hecond terrace of (be strenm, is it fiimihtr 
group, composed of three embankments, where diflcnminatiun 
in title is very evident, in the interrnption of the works (bccq 
in Out D D, tigs, 1 and ^). The interruptions are apparent 
at the pointa where the trees, or the rupture occasioned by 
their removal, are presented, and bear record of legitimacy 



103 



A.^mQCABIAN KEBSAUOHfffi. 



a&d illegitimacy. Thcao works, aleo, are isolated and alone. 
Tli«re are several oXbev worba of Uiie deecnption on tbo 
Bocond terrace of Plumb river, and one near Fevre river, 
at-veral iiiilea nortlieaet of Galena, bnt ih^yy most abound on 
Kock river, about tbii-ty inileB abov^ Dixon; they also aliuiind 
on tlie Becond terraces of the IllitioiB river, and Uiere are two 
about twenty inilee below Terre-llaule, on tbe Wabasb. 

There is a Bingular woikonaaraaU Iribntarj- oFAppiori^*ci', 
in Jo. DavicEB county, Til., about nine niiles from tlie village 
of Elizabetb- It Bomewbat resembluB eome of tbe worlcB of 
tht* Scioto, in tbe Btate of Obio- It consists of an obloiig square 
enclosure witb «ides of filly and sixty feet.. Tbe wall is aboat 
two feet. Iiigh and eiglit feet tlnck at tbe base. It is formed 
of clay tLat beara tbe tnarkd of intense beat, ia all ita parte, 
and ia Bi]pjy>aed by some to be the reinnire of a brick stnicture ; 
but I preeume lliat it i^ earth biunod in a moEB, a» it now 
lies, as the impressioa of firs can only be traced to tbe depth. 
ofiihont ten incbea, 

Tliia square ia eiLcloeed by a eircidar wall of the aame 
dimensions, connected with tbe eqnare at eacb coraer, and is 
formed of sandy allavial, mingled with water-ivaabed pebbles 
\it\d broken sbclla ; the area enelu&ed is lavcl,mid prcGenta no 
foatnre distinguiebing it from tb<i BurronndfEig anrface of tho 
aartb. Tbia enclosure atanda isolated, there being no other 
enclos^ires of a Einiibir tslnsti within many milefi ; wt3 eiippoaa 
it to be an unfinished wi>rk, (Cut Z» fig. 1.) 

About two miles nortlieast of this wotk, is anotber enclosure, 
in tbe fijrni of an oblong or ellijise, enclosing in tlie centre 
the remains of an animal effigy. (See Cut Z, f^. 4.) The 
worlt has been inncU broken by enrious ini^eetigators, and 
presents a very dilapidatod appearance. 
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CHAPTER XXV- 



IJFEAL BUaOES. 



AFTER devoting about aix inontba to the exploration of the 
lineal r&iiges of mounds e&£t of tbe KiseiBBippi, and bo- 
comiDg fully ea^tisfied tbat their airaD^muat and relative po- 
eition woa not accidental, but tbe reBiiIt of de&lgu, I leaUved 
to retrace to its tormmua a line of nioniida which I had pre- 
viouflly followed about aixtj miles, on thu west Bide of the 
river. 

Tbie line, diverging from & serpfutine rs-Dge on EuatiVs 
Point, at tie junction of Tuitey river, Towa^ runs about five 
degrecB bohLIx of west, croesiiig Turkey river, Ht or near the 
junction of Otter creek, tbence in a continuous line to % large 
grove, diatfint from Eoatie'e Point about eighty miles. Tliis 
grove ie enirounded by an undnlating prairie of gi-eat fertility; 
And in ita midst ia a beautiful boiling spring of puro wati^r. 
About eipiit poles north of the tpnngj is a large truncated 
mound^ surrounded by eight humnn effirrjea^ diverging out- 
ward, from ibo eontral work. (See Cut V, fig, 5.) I re- 
mained bore two days, and discovered that there was ?in iti- 
terBCctional range diverging north from Ibia points I cnn- 
tinned to follow the main line west, for three Buccesaive daye, 
passing occaainnally a mound, at a diBtance of from five to 
seven miles. On the evening of the third day, my altcn- 
tion was drawn lo an effigy eomewhat resembling in form 
tbe body of alarge fish^snrrouTidod by small truncated workS| 
a9 repreBented in Cut K, mnge Sd- TIjih work &p|>earB on 
the eaat bank of ft small Blream which abounds witli white 
bB*a, pike, atid other fifth of fin© flavor : it is macb frequented 
by the Indiane. Tbere is but little limber in the vicinity of 
tliia work, except that which growa along the margin of the 
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streani. About fifteen miles west, there Is a large grove of 
dwarfisli timber, in the mid&t of which ib aBother group of 
enrlli-work, corfiifiLing of aWge truncated moaiid HnrroiinileJ 
by ibar long embankmenla diverging to the foar cardinal 
points. (Cut K, tig. 3.) Wo found no water in this grove, and 
proceeded on oar way we£t, until I arrived at another proiip, 
ae Btiown in tho flanao Cut, composed of a largo truncated 
mound, surrounded hy eight small conical mounds, arranged 
in fl circle, in the order of tiie g^^igs Grat described : this 
groiii> is located in the viciuitj' of a small grove near a brool ; 
the central mound beats the? tiacea of fire on }\s t^ninmit^ to 
the depth of three feet, rem&iaa of coal and aehea being ima- 
glcd with tho clay- Thie grovo ie about three milca ea&t of 
llio SlieaoTiri river, aud I discovered no otber works between 
it and the river. 

Tben I proceeded np the Mleeonrl for foar fiucce&sive daye, 
travelling abont twenty mileB a day, passing many trnncated 
nujundb of various dimenfiions. Among these T naticed one 
constructed in a Herpentine form (Cut IT, fig. 2), al>ont a, 
central effigy reBembling a tortoise. In this I made three 
encavatioijs. Tho central work prcaeo ted, near the snrfaco 
summit, coal and ushee ; but the B^trpentine work contained 
no depoEite. I found no othar work in the immediate vicin- 
ity ; but, about twel^"a miles norlhweat, I discovered a group, 
the arrangement of which ia eliown in Cut V, iig, 4. I have 
frequently discovered tliis arraugemcnt in Indiana and Illi- 
nois, destitute, however^ of the clougated mound which ia 
hero appended. There are many aerpentino effigies of amcll 
dimonaionain those regions; their common order of arrange- 
ment is represented in Cut H, itga. 1 and 3. Figure 1 rep- 
resents the range of tnmcated mounds west of the MiesieBfppi 
river, in an an-angement which 1 have found nothing exactly 
resemljling on the east side cf that river, altj in ngli the serpen- 
tine effigy is found far east, in Ohio, in the intermediate 
apace east of Illinois. They ore, however, exceedingly raro- 

Piverging monnde, or cffio;ic8, arranged around tnmcated 
works, as are seen in Cuts X, K, and T, are of conimoti oc- 
currence weat of the Mississippi, East of that river, tbey ar^ 
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fuand appended to encloaurea in Illmota, Indiana, and Wifl- 
conBin, In the country lying east of the Wabnpb, and ionth 
of tlie Obio rivers, they are exceedingly raTe^ if indeed they 
ajipeiir al all. a fact not jet estahlisht-'d. 

In (lie Tit^mity of serpentine effigies, thcee of qnadtitpeda 
are rarely seen west of the HifisisBifpi. At Gotteaburg, hosr- 
ever, in the vicinity of acvcrnl eei-pcntino woike, there la an 
offigy of an elk, m connection with a groap which ombraccs 
two serpetitiDQ Jtriangementa (Cat TJ, fig, 3), and at Praino 
dii Ciiien there is a group containirig Iha effigies of a birJ, 
and a quadruped, uonneetcd with a fierpentine arrangement 
(Out S.) 

Three months were e^tdusively de'voted to the eKamiQation 
of the Hncal ranges connected witli the Tnrtey river range. 
During that time I travelled, according t^ ray reckoning, at 
twenty nailea per day, more than nine hnndred miles, exainin- 
ed by excavation aeventy^ix eartli-works, and Bnrvgyed foiir 
hundred and forty-niiie mounds, I ancceeded in establlali- 
i[ig, to my own entire satiBfactinn, a conclafijon which lam 
confident that futm'O inveetigations will corroborate, that the 
lineal rangoa were designed as and constjocted for national 
or international landmarka and bouodarjee. 

In my exeavaiiona wesi of the MieBiBsippi, I discovered no 
depoailea indicating any grealer advanceraenl in the arts than 
i& commun among eavago nations, notwithglandirg fhe exact- 
neaa of ontlme, eorrectneBa of proportion and fiymmettical ar- 
rangetneat of manrof the worka. This leads me to the belief 
that the mound -bnildera of the north were not in the habit of 
making depoaites such as are found Jn Ohio, and the regiona 
flouth, to Mexico, and indicates the prevalence of dlffenng 
cuelome, if it does not attest distinct nationality. Many de- 
poBttes foond at the south presenting the known forma of the 
symbols of ancient idolatry, favors the conclusion that a 
change of religious belief, or the fonns of idolatrous worship 
occurred among the mound- bntldera of the south which those 
at the north did not espcncnco. 

That many of the forme of earth-work of tho north are sym- 
bolical, that they were connected with or related to the pre- 
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vailing religion of tbe country, and lliat they wore designed 
u symbols siinlogoiu ro Uio«e oxMbited in Aculptnre at Oio 
Boutli, 1 enterliiin no doubt. TLts belief finds confiniialicn 
in iLn fact, tl:iit m Hicise rtgions wbere offigied occur, wiTilp- 
tnred depoeit^a nowliere abound \ and tbe depoeite ev^en of 
potterj 18 very rave. In all Ibc luonnds excavated by me vest 
of tht MiaBiaeippi, I discovered orlj one depoBtte of eortfien 
ware, eonmating of n large jar^ or urn, tliat contained aalios. 
Tbia vae difcinterred in Dubnqne connty^ in Iowa, about 
twel ve miiee soutbwegt of tb« olty of Dubuque. It was Uken 
/rem a small trnncalcd mound in the vicinity of n large coni- 
cal work that etiU retaiucd tbe traces of f re on it^ eummit, 
and wbicb is locotcd on Uie finmoiit of a blgh bill con^mand- 
ing an extensive view *>f tbe eurrounding couotry. Tliie um 
%vas much decayed, and fell in pieces on its removal. 
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CHAPTER XXVr. 
uoinrDA IN ynacosnan, 

I design, in this cb^ptcr, to call tha attention of my readcra 
to tUo moQnde of Wtaconsin, rcpr^eatationa of wLuch nill 
be found in tije appondcd cnu. 

Cut D, fig- 2, EihowB a reiimrk&1)1e eMgy wbTch m trodi- 
lionaJI^ nrpressnted to have heen coofitructed in commoiuora- 
tioa of the union, or amalgfLinaUoi:! of two nations, tlio ono 
beflnig tbe name of a bird, and recognised in tradition aa 
tho Young- Eagle; tho olberf called the Boar- TLohoadof tlie 
Bcftr being Iwt in tlio body of tlio bird, concedca to the lottor 
nation, or iCb cluefj the bonor of conquest. The abeeneo i^f 
wings to the body of tbo bird, eliuwfi ttial tliti cbi^f i>r king of 
tbat nation was } et in liia infancj^, at tbe lime of the finbj uga- 
tion^ an Lereditaij eovereign^ bat jet unfledged. 

Fig. 1, Cut D, was found in the vicinity of 5g. 9, both 
occupyinj; eummit hei^bte on the Iiigtiland of the Kickapoo 
rivor. It ifi aaid to have been erected ae a inomphBl monu- 
Quonr^in commemonition of conquest, and in lienor of a youth' 
fnl Bovereign who Aucceedcd to the dominion of the Bear. 
He is represented as standing on the head of tlie Bear, indi* 
eating the wisdom of the eon m folloiring tbe counsel of hia 
father and prcdeccsBOr. The arms extended horizontally, or 
with equal elevation, record the adminiatration of equal jua- 
tico to both of the united nations. 

Fig. 3, Gut Q, repr^anta an effigy found in the eame vi- 
cinity witli the other, but whicL recorda a reverse of fortune. 
Hero the sovereign, no longer standing erect on the head of 
tlie Bear, is eeen suspended below it, wjtii drooping arnie^ 
and bis head pointing to a funeral circle, to wbich is ap- 
ponded the mound of eitinction, If oar by i^ anotlier funeral 
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circlo, witTTa crescentslinped moand, representing tLo new 

moon, and ByErkb<>li;^ing the advent of a new govereign after 
tbe ej;tii]ction of the race of llie vanqnjshcd t^ing* 

Fig, 1, Cct Q, repreaenlfl a Lugo effigy, on tbe plains 
of Muacodfli aaid In tradition to be tbe kiog of beaats, in 
tbo daja of tho moncd-bnUdora* Fig. S, &howB tlcir in- 
croaec by horde, or paire ; while tbo biodmoet aniinali por- 
trn^ed as if ic poreuit, was highly eateemed for Lis power and 
Biicceea in deatroj^ing young herds. 

Cut W, fig. 1, prGBentfl the view of a eacrificiEil deposito 
in a mound in tbe vicinity of the bine niound, twenty-two 
miles north of Galena, and near tbe etate line between Wia- 
conein and Dllnois. Tliis cartb-woi^k ie eituatcd oji a aligbtly 
undulating prairie, in tho nfiigbborbood cf another moaod a 
Bcciion of which i« shown in ^^. 2. Dig veGseL found with- 
in It contained abont half a bnsbel of ashea; it was composed 
of elay, and was easily broken, being mueb dei^ayed. Ira 
ebapQ waa nearly that of tlio common eaiiben jar as now 
made for uae in the dairy, TLa neighboiing mound, fig, 3^ 
bore tbo marks of fire, in the rcmaina of a stratum of bmnGd 
clay, BB Bhown in tlio cat. 

Fig, 3, Cut W, representfi a cii-cnUr earth-wort seen in 
the vicinity of that shown in fig. 2. Thig circle baa a diame- 
ter of three hundred feet, and encloses a truncated mound of 
forty foet in diameter at Ibe base, and six feet in perpend ici 
lai [leigbt. The Bummit of the truncated monnd ia nearly Bat,^ 
with a Blight unduUtion at the ceiiti^, A mound of extinc- 
tion is appended to tbie circle. 

Fig. 4, Cut W, repre^enia an earthwork located about 
twenty-five miles east of Mineral Point, in Wieconsin. It ia 
flitnatfld in a small grove, and clad with tbrnbbery. There it 
also ft aimiUr work on tbe bigbland of the Kickapoo. Tim 
work presenting the combined effigies of a bird and bcaat, 
rocords tlic change in title or name of a eovereign line of 
mleia. The bird having conquered tbe beast, ofi'ered iu sac-* 
rifice tho male and female lineage of the conquered mlcr, aa 
is recorded in tbe erection of a sacriRcial altftr on either side 
of tba body of tho beast. The ^f^gy is one hundred an(^ 
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ciglityfoet in lenffth, and forty-fonr in jts granleBt breadth, 
with a general oltitndG of tliroe foot, and beara iLe toflrka of 
great antiqaity. It fans sufTered ranch bj the ravngea of time 
and the uprooting of heavy limljer, the remains of whit^h may 
yet be traced in the aliavial with which the work 5b covered. 
The whole work waa formed of clay of a reddish textaro, 
which wfi8 evidently hronght from a distance; but it ia now 
covered with a black alluvium to the depth of about twelve 
iiiches- 

Ciit Z, Fig. 4, proflenta a view of an nnfinished group of 
enrth-works located abont twelve milee from t}»e villago of 
Ackeron, or Kock river, in WiHconnin. Tt conaiete of tbree 
separate worka^ the relative poeitJon of wbich is shown in the 
drawing. The central moand has a baae diameter of ei^^hty 
feetj with an nneqiml altitude of frcm two to fonr feat. Tlie 
outUneG of the effigy north of the central work may bd dia- 
tinctly traced ; yet the sm'fflca wears a mgged or broken a*- 
pectj and the fore leg ib le^s perfect than the rest of the 
figure. The Bouthern mound also Las a broken and no- 
finished aspect. 

Wc Lave diacovcrcd eeveral works on Rock river which 
appear to have been deserted or foreaken in an unfiniahed 
condition - and also sevei-al in Iowa and Kebraaka, and many 
in Tlltnoia. 

Fig- 5, Cut Z, presenta^ in their relative arrangement, a 
groop of national mounds seen in the vicinity of tlic Four 
Lakes, in Wiaconsin. This arrangement ia common in Wis- 
consin, and the noiiheni pai-t of Illinois, west of Rock river; 
it also appears on the second terrace of the Wabash, near 
Lafayette, in Indiana. 

Fig. C^ Cut Z, presentfl a view of the tribal fealival circle, 
to which ift appended a ironnd of estipclion. Tliie cat was 
taken from an eartii-work on fiauck pruiiie, in Wieconain, 
which was very perfect in 1940, but cultivation then threat- 
ened ita demolition. It ts one of tlio largeat order of tribal 
festival circles, being about etx hundred feet in diameter; the 
waU has an eight feet ba^e, with an elevation of about two ; 
the central mouud having an equal elevation with the wall, 
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hoB a, dtkw^t^T of about eighty Teet. Tbia is ih^ xnoBt exten- 
Bive work of tliis order tli&t ia traditioujtllj recogQised as tri- 
baL Tliere &re tnaiiy of tLoae circles in Illinois, Wt^cnnstTif 
HDti Iowa; r«w, however, Lave tLe appendage of the inuLind 
or Gjctinction, One of amall dimenslonB, near the junction of 
Rout river, m Iqwo, rctoina smgnlar perrccticn of foim and 
P'OportioQS* 

OatB L and M compriee viewe of the triangular worka of 
Wist^onsin which are trndltlonBlly repreeerted to have been 
deeif^ied fiir nalional cemeteries. Tlie triangular form of 
works ct>rreHpa]idH wtlh the houtidaricfi of the ten'itorj' tlie^ 
occnpy, as defined bj lineal ranges of sEnall trnncated carth- 
worta enclosing or aurponnding triangniar areas of greet ex- 
tent Tt^ey abound in Wisconsin^, and appear aleo ia tho 
southeast portion of Minnesotcu Fig. 3, in Cat L, preeenta n 
I'iew of iho wall of a hibingular cnrnptprj uroecnpierl, hat 
readj for tije receptiim of depuHites- Fig. 4 shon-a an en- 
closure partially occupied bj depofiite. ■ Fig. 5» Cut M, pre- 
senta ft view of three central depoaitcB, in union; aad Fig. 8, 
presents A view of three dialinct families. Tbo dcpoeite of 
Fig, 5 dcnotoe, by ita central position, the resting-place of tba 
royal fiimily, while Fig. 6 pi'eaents iho rojal area nnoccul>ied 
by its destined tenant, but containing the remains of three 
farniliea of royal relatives, 'We have not yet discovered 
Rnj of those triangular eacloshres beyond the limits of the 
tcrritones enclosed by triangular Hnes^ or lineal ranges of 
earth-woi'k ; but hava found several in finished condition m 
Wieconein, as repi'osented in Cut P, Fig. 3, of Minncaota, 

Cuts C and O show tiie variona forma and relative position 
of groups of elongated works freqnently seen in WiaconsiD, 
and the norllieni [lart of Illinois. Cut was taken on the 
smitli side of the Chippewa river, about sixty miles above ita 
jnnction with Lake Pepin, and difforfi fTOm a group of similar 
^vorka on the shore of the Wiaconaiu rivor only in its eounec- 
ti^ti^ with crescent works. Thi^sa worka are trnditionall^ 
repr«iented to hare been formed for ironvimontal treaty-me- 
tnorialft, and differ from rational moiinda only in the ti-langu- 
lajr S^Tm of the ends of the embaukmenla. The creaoetJt^ 
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liere presented^ are said to be of religions import erected in 
com me mo ration of treatioa entered mto at tlie cloae of a rfi- 
ligioue war. 

Oat C, fig. 1, Ghawa the fortne and rclatiro position of a 
rango of national monnda OT^tonding iq a contionoiiB line 
along ibo Black rivor, in WUconein, near ita junction with 
the MiEsisfiippi. This line U composed of seven woi'ks iLaC 
are frara tbii-ty to forty poles In length, eigbteen feet in 
breadlb, and two and a half in height, und are distant^from 
eacb other aljont fiixtj poles, occupjing a etraiglit lino for 
nenrlj two miles. Tliej &p[>eat ieolated or unconnected with 
other workfl. 

Fig, 3, Cut 0, prcaeots views of tlio different forma of 
mounds or embankments which Bymbolizo eTttiTictmn. Figs. 
5 and C aymboliza familj extinction, preaenltng at the larger 
end of tlie work a square tormimis. The enlarged dimen- 
BioDs of tig. 3 is indicative of dcpoeita — the portion of cle- 
posito being marked by a alight elevation near the centre of 
tbo work ; tlio ronnd dote in tbe cut present the points of cs- 
cavalvoo mj^de in the oxamination of the work. Fig. 4: 
presents tbe form of the Tiatioaal mound of extinction, differ- 
ing from tbe mound of family extinction by tbe oval form of 
tbo larger end of the work. Fig, 9, by Ifa peculiar form, 
records a change in government, and tlie deposJle of a con- 
qnered moaarcb. 

Fig, 3, Cut C, shows the relative poeition of a range of 
elongated works with flat BBmmite* traditionally recognised 
oa national reaidcntiuls, cccnpicd by ebiefe or rulers, and 
known as such by tbo presence cf intermediate tinnoated 
works. Tin* arrangement is seen in connection with grenpa 
of truncated works, and not isolated or alone, Tbey are 
Bomotimps found in Illlnoip, Indiana, and Ohio, bnt abound 
moat in the southern part of Wiaconsin, 

Cuts O and T proacnl views of groups that are net seen 
south of Wisconsin. They occur meet frequently in the nortb- 
eaatern and Eontbeastem portions of Wiseonein and Minne- 
wita. Creeccnt works are found in Illinois, but not iu the 
rBlaUre connection here pi'csented ; tJiey are also seen iu 
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Micbigan bordering on the lakes. An isolated grotip oF crci- 
ccDtdf eiicU ae is presontcd in Cat O, fig. % ne liave only 
discovered on tbo waters ot tho Cliippcwa river; bnt the 
Illative atrflTi|^eni«nt preuecCed at £<*. 1, occurB c& tie lijgb- 
Iund of rhe Kicka(x>o, and m the vicinity cf ibo Delve, on (be 
'Wificonsin, »nd in Ibe nei*?bborbood cf Muont Tniribull,and 
eafit of tbe Oappilt Blnfia of tbe Mississippi. We Lave beAitl 
no tradition relative to ttie arrangement of fig, 2; but fig. 
1 is rcpreeentcd to Lave been a national altar cf enerifiec, 
dedicated to the eervicd cf females only, atnbich tJio de- 
vout ^eemblcd to ofier eacriiice at tbe appearaaee of each 
new moon. 

Fig, 1, Cnt T, ia traditionally represented to be a mjnl 
cemetcrj'- Jt ie fteen, in a dilapidated condltionj on tbe 
watera of ibe Orow-Wlng^ river, ia porlrajed in painting on a 
bluff of llie Cbippewa river, occm-a in au unfinieled condi- 
tion near Caesville; and tbo form of the main Gtom of tbe 
work is seen neiir Dison, en Kock river, in IllinoiB; bnt in 
tbo finished condition represented in painting, I bnve only 
found it in Minneaata. 

Fig^ 2, Cut T, ia traditionally represented to be a sacri' 
fioial altar of national cbaracter, where the nation offered 
annual eacriSce to the Bun, Thie arrangeracat is seen m 
WiscoDfiin, and Nebraska. The central work wa^ dedicated 
to national eaeritice^ wbile the smaller works were desi^Tied 
for tbe use of individuals by whom tbey were erected ; and 
tbe four roniate and largi^r works wero htAtl sucred to tbe use 
uf tbe propbelB. The drawing from wbieb tbe rut was made 
was taken from tlie regions of tbe Blue Earth, and waB tbe inoat 
estenaive group among many Ihat we Lave anrveyed, a de- 
tailed account of which lias already been given. 

Cnta V and N" repreeent arrangemente which aboncd most 
in WiBconsin^ but figs. 4, 5, and S^ are seen in lowa^ and 
,fig. i» in Nebraska. Thea& cuts, bowei-er, are taken from 
vorka in WiseonalrK Tlie eentrnl work enclosed by a eircn- 
lar wnll (fjg. 4), is ti'aditionally represented to be a i^stional 
Hflcrificial altar, where a tbnnk-ofTering was coneTimeJ an- 
uiiallyj Olid is known as Euch by the double circle that finr- 
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ronnde %<ti wall and conical moanda. Tbc Bmul] conioal 
mounds bonr tlio impress of fire, and &ro said to have been 
"sod for tbe offering of Sflcrificea by individuale or families. 
Tlia elongated work, or nntlonal moniinnent mound, is lie 
Bjinbol of national ilj'. Tliia arrangement of earth-woik some- 
times appears witli Iwo national momimenta appended, as at 
tlio west end of Liikc Miclngan, and soutb of Cbicago, in Eli- 
noie. The work presented in tlie cut was taken alrout seven- 
teen miles south of Madison, in Wieconsia. Tlio circlo of 
truncated worka enclose or eurroand aa area of about four 
acres. This is not bo e:itenBivo as oqb Been in Kobrnska in 
the regioHH of 'Eiue-Eartli river, but It ia evideiiLlj wliolly ar- 
tiRcial In ita conetniction, while that of the Blue-EartL Ja 
partly of natural foi-mation aa heretofore mentioned ia the 
details of exploration. 

Fig, 5^ Cut T, aleo appears in Iowa and Illinois ; but this 
cut, taken from a second terrace of Blue ripor, about nine 
miles above its junction with tlie Wiaccngln, was preserved 
on account of its symmatry and perfect retenlion of it^ original 
fornif and of the unitsital number of bum an efGgies appended^ 
tbe niimbera ais and four being of much more frequent oc- 
currencoj the number five (oa eean in Gut IS, Fig. g), I bare 
only recognised at one point, as mentioned in the detada of ex- 
ploration. 

Fig, T, Cnt N", was taken from a gentle urdnlation in tbe 
midst of an extensiFe prairie enet of White-Oak grove, in 
Wisconsin, and U the only well-preserved work of this iden- 
tical relative arrangement that I have yet discovered. It ib 
sutronnded by four national points of citinction diverging 
from tbo centre of eacli sido wall to the four cardinal points 
of the compoflB. I have, however, diGcovsred several trunca- 
ted works wiihin square areas enclosed by solid walls, with 
]x>inta appended t or adjacent to tbe angles of tbo work; but 
in no other InataucQ have I discovered more than three poTnta 
in connection with this arrangement. I Lave heard no tra- 
dition respecting the exact mode of arrangement here repre- 
Bonted. 

Cut E L^ a view of a gronp of earth-works about twelve 
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miles enet of Mmint Tnimbull, traditionally ropresentod to 
Lave Icon d<jdicflted to inlerrkationftl fectiviij in the union of 
fitar nattonB. Tliia species of eai'th-woik ia aoen in Wiscoa- 
ftifi) Tlllnoia, niid Indiana. 

Out J, tiiken soutL of Root river, in Irjwa, rL^|ireseiite a 
group winch 19 also traditionally represented to Lave been 
dedicRted to international fcetivity; and this relative arrange- 
trent ia eoen aa fur Bontli as St, Louia [Mo.}, wliere a Inigo 
work of tills oi"<ler Ima been ttjlally demolished, Tiiese works 
sbonnd most in Mifisonri, bnt appeare on Hoot river, the Lit- 
tle Icwa river, and the Big Oedar river, in Iowa. East of 
tlia MisBiseippi, I have nowhere disco^'ered it. It ia fnllj 
dftBcribed in Ibo previouB detail of espl oration. 

Out Ki figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4, shows the relative poeitlon, 
form, and order of arrangement of two lineal ranges of earth- 
work with their hierc^lj^phical appendages, 

Fiffs, 1 and 3 represent a line of works mnning from 
Tnrkey river, in Iowa, to the itnmediute vicinity of tlie Mis- 
sonri river, in MIsaoun; and fgn. 3 and 4 represent a con- 
tinuous line running from the Wiaconsin ri^er to the Chip- 
pewa river, intoiBccting another range running eaet from the 
Hieeiaeippi, about eovonty or eighty milea east of Lake Fepin, 
Thcae are more fully deaorlbed in the detail of eiqploration- 
(Chap, Slir.) 

Cat R pfBSenta a view of nnfiniahed workflj traditionally 
Tepreaented as a royal rofiidential group, seen in the vidnily 
of ft emnll stream in Wisconein called the Bad-Axe. Thia 
group haa been previously deacribeJ in detail of explorations. 

Cut A, 6g8> I, 9, 3, and 4, ropreaonts detached groups of 
earthworks, deecribed in the detail of ejtpl orations, whose 
order of armngement differs fmrn any othora I have yet dia- 
oovered in the valley of the upper MiBsisBippi, Tlie same 
forma here combined are met with in other groups in Iowa, 
IllLnois, WiscouHin, and Minnesota; but I have not ronnd 
these ]iccnliar combinations or mode of arrangement ela&- 
where, among the thonaande of earth-workB 1 have inspected. 

Cat R and T comprise groups in which angles, trianplee, 
aud fiemi^Girelee ocenrj the relative position o^ which, and 
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connection witn immilul hth.*^ liave been cnrcfully pro- 
serveil, Tlie gronj) s[iu«"n in Cnt 11 {viliitli haa alitiidy been 
doacribcd In lIjc deUiI of e^tplirnttion as the GaB&rille gratip)^ 
la especially remarkitLle fur llje nKmber of its earlb works, 
pi'CdcnliTig, on ftri ama. of ctfjbhy ocroe, more tbmi ono hnn- 
di'cd Aiid fifty mounds or ecpArdta works^ dlepoaed in several 
groups, biit all muiually jvlnfed, as ia evident to nny ono 
Avlio iti fmrjili^r Willi llm general arnmgenienl uf vtorks af this 
class ID tbose regiuiia. 

Gat V, ImVs. 1, 2, and 3, abows the relativo position of 
mounds in eeniicirtiular nnd triangular groups tiadilionallj 
rcprcbcnFed aa residcntl&l irounds. In such groups I have 
llo^'ol■ diecovered oithor etratifiontion, or traces of depoello ; 
And yet Lh^y are of frequent occurreuce in noitbGrii lllUoii 
imd Io\ra. 




Jhjt pugmTinff T<?prcioaU nitle ekliingv upon whnt jtiip^arod to b« lb* r^ 
mafiucif ■ itaiiA atilama tmxriA In Lonln eaimij', Obic^ 1S38. 
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CHAPTER XXVIL 
inBKO0E.TFTn<?AL rAiVTTiroa. 

CUT X pr-cftonts ft view of a aingnlnr pronp or pninlinga 
Been on llie BUtfiice of a bluff rock wliich AveHia»^ i^ 
plennnnt tpHiig (^f pure wnler, s'»me lliTiij-five nirles wiiitb- 
we»L of riiB Jitnctioii of llio Cmu-WIng nver wllli tht &f ii^siit- 
aippL Tliis fl|iriii^ rises nt the Iread ofa de&p mvine xlnit in 
by criig:;^ liliiffd wliicli aio lliitily covered \ritli dwni-f elirnl>&. 
Tlic rndo tigni-t's painted on tlie rock aro relatu'ely mmnged 
ftaintlie cut. Tfio various f^jnna composing llie gi^"p nro 
ancli All ciflen occur !ii enitli'V-otkH; but tlie luemglrpliical 
clmmcici's njijiejidetl to llie sirvDnil c-fBgiea, arc verj rt-murlc- 
alile, iiml rlinlltrnge m rest I gat i if n. 

Citt W il!Ltttriift.-B the gencrul clinrnctcr of the pnmted re|>- 
reseiilulEons pK^qncnlly to be intt witli oq tlje eiRfiicfi of tlie 
bUiffrocks "l"J>g many western rivera* Some of tlicac, 
llioii^h C'veied Willi inoe?^ retain p'ent btilliunoj of coli>r, 
wben atrip|>i?<T of ibeir covenTi^r; oiliore Uavo snffui'ed imicU 
hj b>rig eKpf>6iire to tlie weittber, nnd cnn not lie CHsIly 
traced- Tlie cut preeentH n. view of rU Llie fi^nva wbitli 
coidd 1m cli^Ail.v mitde ont^ on Miu vnlla of a cnvcrn rii Indi- 
ana, aliout (wtnJj TuilM Ltlow tl>e juDclion of llio Wabosb 
with Ilia Olii", Tlio cn^crn wna commonly known to llio 
early eetrltre rta Witfl*>n"a C^ve, (See n provioua rcftreneo to 
tliene pixiiifin;:^, in Cliiiptor L) 

Cnl P, rt*; 3» preacnta a view of tlree triangdlnr neineteriet, 
(rftdiliiHiiilly ro|ire(*«iit«d to In? in a finisiied coTnliliiin, wldeh 
appear in llie mirtliein purl nl' WisconHiii, and on tlie «)iilb- 
cafttom bonirr lino i^f }k{\i\i\v^n\i\. Fi;f, i rcprcRcnta n Hin;rnlar 
\roi-k| reaen^bliiig a epidur in bimpc, louiid in tlio nuriljcastcm 



Cut B. 



\ 




S^TIO^AIm SASHiiltUU 



Ctrr X. 




UDEEOQLTrHlCAL TAJSTOiQ, 



niRBOOLTPClCAL PAINTIWOftp 



231 



I 



part of Mmnesota^ an accmirit of wliicli ia given id iTio dclLiIa 
of etpliiration on the npjier Missii^ipi^L 

Cat I ctaTipnueH ^iew« of fiMirgi'oiips,ncljnceat to eacli other, 
on tlio fioiUli aidoof ihe Litlle Vynnillion river, in Vermillion 
coanty^ Illinoig, about ecvcTj miles west of tlie Wftbnsb river. 
Fig. 1 ie HeoTi on Snack PrHino^ in Wisconein ; Fip^. 3 nnd 4 
are ee^in on the Amci-ienn Ixjttorn, eeven milcB Gnet of St. 
Louie; ftad Fig. S is of eoinrnon occnirence en the aecond 
terrace nf Tlock river, in lllinaifl. 

Cat E ru|jie9erilfl Lbo rojfti cemetery of the Blnclt-TortoiBO, 
on tlie nortli side of t)ie St. Poter'a river, about sixty iniles 
afwve its junction witli llio MiBsiaflfi^pi, in tlic territory of 
ilinnesotfl. This groap ie p»ii'tiealjirly described :n llio Irndi- 
tioae of ilie T[>rtoifie, given m ChiTpler VIII. 

Cut B preaonta a gencrnl view of liierogjj'pliical effigiea, 
wliicli, FT! ]3t0, ocenpied tlie pi'ceeiit sito of tlio village of 
BldfH^odn, bat wljLoh Imve slnco been demolialied. 

Cut U ia a viovr, or pbin^ of the Serpent city, at Prairio la 
Porto, in lo^a, as it appeared previous to its partial demoli- 
tion by Uio biiildiag of Gottenberg; nnd Ctil S shows the 
arranf^emont of an extensive ^roiip at Prairie dti CbioHf id 
Wieconair, now partially demolished. 

Onta M *ind N, are views of two huge effigies found in the 
viciiiiiy of Caasvlllej ialViscoiisin. This form in seen on Rock 
river, arid tlie Wabuah nver, and abounds In WiHcon&in and 
□ortliern Illinola* 

CntB P nnd X show tlie nrranirement of two extensive 
gronjw ill Carroll county, Illinois. Cat P ia a traditional reeS- 
deniial gronp^ fjund flouih of Savannnli, Anollier p:ronp, of 
Wflclly flimilar arrangement^ and corrpriainr; the aamQ nnm- 
ber of W'lika, occnra north of Ca^^ftville, in Wisconain, Cat X 
represents an un£niehod groupnf Hre banal-mounds, on Plnmb 
river 

Cut G is A creflcent circle, encloaing a central monnd, seen 
on the high land of tfie Kicknpoo, in Wisconain, and tradi- 
tionally roprosent^d to imvo been a aacnRcial fosLival circle. 
It has lieea previnaaly described. 

The cat oil p. 90 presciita a v'wv of tfio sacnflcial pentagon^ 
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Oat J oonpriMS plaDB of l^nv dNliacI grovps, «1i<e1i orcnr 
mtlM order uhI n^tire|wiitiaoWr«iiidJeBl«l, in iLv vicinity 
«f Ibe prcftt cr i»ir<wfc ic^q on tlie }>ead'Vftter^ &f tlie K»ckft- 
poD riTcr^ ia WiscoaHn, and at tk^ TtttetM«tk>tt of lunr 
«f liDeal moondi. That groopa ate tnditMmanj re p ro a u l 
m l^ta^r^tic±}, tjid u bearing r««ord of var and 
coaqiM*t nr<l eitroetm. 

Toward tbe Booth aart are tvo effio^ies, separated br Ka inter- 
medfite moond, aod einTDBod«d bjr tnnjcat«d voHcs. Tlii 
rceorda U>e mediation of a tliird partj between iKe two prii 
cipal coiDbataihte; and a£ llie form or the area encloeed hff 
the tnineated inoDnd«, correipocdfl to tbatof tbe mt«Titt«diftte, 
or conEral one^ tbe tDediatian ia abown lo Lave reenlted Gtie- 
eeaifiillv, in a coinproiDtae cr divUioD of l^rntor^r, Th^ con- 
tinuation nfrhe lineal nuigc^ direrging from tbia centre, marks 
tbe limiU or bonndaries of tbe divided tcmtorj^. 

Tlie gn>np eeeiJ Ljurard tbe noftJteaet, bears reci:H-d ofti^alj, 
in tbfl i>re«ence of treaty memorial tnoande, between wliich 
•ppeara an efiigY erected in Itonorable commemctAtioD of tho 
ancceaeful inediator. 

Tbe nortfinrest gronp records nallonAl extinction. A rt>yil 
offigj, behind wbich i^ a national monamental monnd, is rep- 
retenl^d moving, with extended n^ingH, full iJ]>on iLo aliarp 
point of ibe natioaal mound of extinction. 

We maf here remark, that this tradititjnal expUnntlon of 
the liierog1y}>]iJc&1 record, recci^'cs conEirnialion fiom the fact 
that ihifl eamo fi^rm of cffig; ia represented as headier in tliie 
lame dirisioa of territory, in iha group of the fnir esglee 
(ahcjwn in Ciil F), where ihe mciiaUir is presented aa doublo- 
head^d, in the Bontheiutem division of the ten'itorv there d^ 
fined ; and also occupies a corresponding pObttLon aL lliis plnce, 
inthe presence of the orucnlar, orpropliet^s mound of peace, re- 
ftetnbhnj^in farm and deposite t}ie hnditit^al^orAcitlar mound, 
ft^nnd iri llko temple of peace, at Circlcville, Oliio, nnd on the 
Blue Earlh, in Nuhraeka, i-ciiLnil^^ible for the uaneual qnojitity 
of mica Coaad deposited williitk It, 
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Tills voi-k, situated in the fitate of Wiaconsin, bae been 
before mentioned in Uie detftila of exploration. 

Cut F} li^. 1, bUdws tliQ itiliitivo poeition of tho torritDnal 
mounds aC And diverging from the gronp of moTiiiniQiitiil eagles 
of Wiaconsin, Tlieae effigies ure traditionally reprpsen ted as 
monumental memorials of sovereign nilerHj occupying dietinct 
and Hcpjirate domiLiiis. Tliey liave been alrendy partiii!Ty 
described in the details of exploration, and we Iibtq only to 
fidd tltat tlio doublc-hcikdod effigy ia tradition filly rccogniecd 
aa Uiotof the eonqitcror riding two nations speaking different 
dialects, with both of \vLich ho made hinself familiar. This 
ia shown by the transfer to this efBgy of the head of the con- 
qiieCE^d or decapiratei) Gnglo^ 

Cut G, fig. 1, shows the arrangement of a gronp previonsTy 
de&erlbed, and tbe atratification of tha control mound. Fig. 
2 gives vtowfl of what oi-e traditionally represented as Gi'o- 
cemeteries, or funeral mounds, in an unGnlBlied coDditiop. 
Tlio three connected circular worka, were found on tUa margin 
of Sti-ftddle creek, Carroll county, Illinois, while the circle, 
with Appended crescents, ^ihich were evidently designed Co 
form circles when completed, occura at least three hundred 
jnile* north of tLat point, in the temtory of Minnesota. Tliis 
identity of form and arrangement, furnislies strong evidence 
of early national migration, or eitensive tenitoriitl domioioD, 
in tfie cxistoTiee of corresponding onatome and fuaeral ritea ia 
distant localities. 

Cut L, fig. 1, repreaeDta, in Mie^r relatii;'e position, moniv 
mental effigiea found upon tbe second terrace of tlie upper 
lona river^ alxjiit tliii'ty milea noiilieast of Fort Atkhi^oit, ni 
the state of Iowa : they are traditionally denominated monu- 
mental lieroca. Fig, 3 is a view of tlie earth^worka of Wo" 
braskft,on tlie plains of tho Bine Earth river, nearly resembling 
those of CircleviUe, Obio, traditionally denominated tlie tem- 
ple of peace, and deeerihed in the details of exploration 
(Chapter S.) 

Cut IT, presents vie WB of the forms and ftrrangeraent ofser^- 
pcntino wuiks \\i Towa and NobrasTci*. Fig. 1 wna taken from 
ft series of earth-works &pou tbe highland of Turkey river; 
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fi^. St irom the plaiDB of tbo Bloe Earth river; and fig. 3, 
fVoni 6 second terrace of Big Codftr tirer, aouth of Fort Atkiifr- 
ffOQt in Iowa. There are, in thoea rcgione, numcrcuE sqiaU 
worka, c^ aerpcntine fi>rm, of vUieli tUe cot preaenta Ui« mofll 
common types . 

Cute AA and BB, are pkna Bj»d viewa of iome of tlie mort 
interesting tumuli of Venezuela, in SoutL Atnerlca, already 
doscrib«d ander the Lead of 8oiith Americaa tumuli. Tbeeo 
present, as will be observed, in tlieir general arrangement, 
fitriking rcaemblaucee to many of tUo eai^b-woi-ka of IJortli 

Cute OC and DD, are views of raonnmontal title mcmonalt 
Hfl eeen in Illinois, lowa^ and Wisconain, Tiiey have been 
particular!}^ Jescril^d In Ciiapttir XIIL 
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CHAPTER XXVm. 



TGK BAKTIl-WOKKB OF OlltOi 

THE ntiraber, variety, and vubI extent of tbo cnrtb-woik^ 
fonnd nitliin tbo etatc of Obto, arrest tbe attention of 
every tlicnglilFtil observer, and have lim|^ been roparded with 
especial iiitei'eet by qU American Rntiqnsiriane. Yet it h anr- 
priaiiig bowfi!W there are^of all tie tbuiieaiidB wbu now dwell 
on tlie wide plttins or ft^rttls liigltlunds of ii region no ricli in 
the relics of tlie ancient world , vt ho regard LLeeeiniglt^ laboi'S 
of the moiind-bnildor otherwise than nitti cotd indiOurencCj or 
at best witli blind, yet nnqncstioning wonder 

In Euroji©, it would not be tlua. Were mounda and em- 
bfinktnenla like tlioee which crowd the Olio valley, to be die- 
covered In ^nglnnd^ or on any part of tbe continent, tha 
discovery would at (HiE:e call jin army of diligent inveatigatora 
into the Scld. IIundr(^dB of antiqnarinna and nrnlteulogiats, 
wonld devote their time ard energies to tiie eTncidation cf Iho 
origin, dceign, and history of woi-ka of bo romarbftblo a choJ-oc- 
ter; and it is probaUd that tho spirit of inquiry wonld croea 
tUe AtUntie, and indaeo At&oHcan eclolara to lend to the 
Bntiqnities of nnnlher country, tlint degree of enrreat atten- 
tion which it has hitherto been bo difHcult generally to awaken 
in tbcoi for tbo antiquities of their own. 

Tfie exteneis-e cartb-worka which arc ecattcred along Ihe im- 
mediate valley of the Scioto rivor have elicited more attention, 
Bmonj^ modem inquirers, linn most orlici's ofeiuiibir character. 
Thraugh lliG exertions of Doctor Davis, of Cbillic^otlip, Ohio^ 
aided bytbefandsoftheSmitlteonian Tn6t[tntior,wetl-exeented 
diagranis of thee© works have been given to lie world. But a 
more extended and critical invcstijration ia yctdeaiiuble, com- 
prehending a inucU larger area. Thia would lead as to mora 
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^H Wm Mrrad ncWr M nktUc MMK fecrila^Ms ctf ffractn*, 

V «rev«iplieftt«dBRw^»H«i<iflkeievniIpnta,lfcuto1«ftd 
to saj gvnertl ksai^fldgB at ifattr pJHli-n hc, or Id ^TphJn 
tW fdbtkn* wbk^ tke Krenl p^MpB bear to taA otbcr, or 
b» die wbcift ijvtoa of «<«b of wlttck ftttr coaacilste thtt 

1^ dkeorcty of ■■■ m im poiali oT PM c^fcha c fL, or «f 
ideotiij, is Uw amagoBMOt and fcra of c«i&v«cb, is 
groapi MMte fron fach otber, testtered m^r an riTriMire 
temtorj, mSdi to detmnine llwEr g OM T on Btfaanafi^, •» ftr 

rM rvpecto ikc Rg^ <^^ wliick tod obMmtni art^iiW 
Hut Omm VDffa were «ot aA ccBdracted for one poipea^ 
or vidi oot dcfl^o, » crident &>s tbe rarietj of BJttenals 
dsplojed, Um direnitf of strmUficaticik, uid &ou Um Duno^ 
ovn and di^milar eombhiatioiM into TtLicb Um vaofto fcniw of 
iiB|g^ BMMuidB are fiNud to oatar is gPM^ Adjacent and re- 
noCe; and tbw eooclnsaon ift fWrtfccr cttsblislied bj the dls- 
coTerr of eit^iHlTe nngea of moanii, extend in^ aometimea ia 
djrect snij conltiiDomi liars for sereraJ handredo of tailes, con- 
^«tin|£ of «maU trancMed moimds, occaatonaJTr raried hj eP- 
figM, otf wi:«k« of (JD^lar fcna aod m^rftngnneiiL 

TboM ain^ momidft^ dcetitate <tf etratifieatioo aetd of aB 
traces of primiUve depwt«, and iiaivenalty cooetmcted of 
oattli flimilat to that wbieb itntned lately rorroonds them, in- 
dicate itniTy of dt^ign in iKe lineal ranges in wKIob tliej aro 
diipoied. And there U little donbt Uiat Hies^ rang«a won 
oonslmctcd sa division Hn^ or land niarl:s beEween adjacent 
territoriea, kiagdouiSt or tribes, TIjjs is CTideet, d<4 on\f 
from the vast cxtci't of tcrrilorj wbicb these lin^ includo, 
bot from the cbfcmckr of tbo syrobois or cffi^ico which aro 
alvATs fijottd at points wbero the principal lines tntereoot 
escb other, or are joined by linee diverging laterally, «a seen 
ia luws, Wiflconaitij and CircleviJIe, in Ohio. 
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Tbe distance botwecn Xh& Bcverfl-I moiincla compoaing the^Q 
lineal ranges acconnte In eome ireaeure for tlie fact Uiat Iheir 
mutual relation had hiLh^i'to remained nnobsj^rved until, m 
tliB montli of Mar^ 1842, ll:o tmditioriB of De-coo-Juli firat 
drew m/ attention tc the subject. 

After having, in company witt De-coo-dab, traced several 
exteneive lines of inoundd, through WiBcouBin and lon'a, in 
tho fall of 1S49, 1 visifod Circloville, in OJiio, with tlio iloeign 
et testing tho truth of tradition respecting the union of lineal 
rangea at tliat point. Tlie rapid inereaee of popuIatitiTj, and 
the inroads matje by cultivation having already occasioned 
die deiitrnclion of* many of the smaller earlh-wgrks in the vi- 
cinity and in the eun-ounding regiona, rendered certain iden- 
tification of the worlis of tliat place extremely difficult. But 
the junction of the Great Miami river having been tradition- 
ftlly naroed as the western terminns of one of the divergiug 
ranges, we aeaumed a geographical line between that point 
nnd Cireleville, and eoon succeeded in discovering a well-de- 
fined mound about two miles north of Paint creelt, in Fayetlo 
county; proceeding on a duo weat line to a email stream 
called the Rattle-Snake, and discovei-iiig no works on tlie Hue 
traced, we examiood tho vicinity for aevcrol miloa Boutb, on 
both eides tbat stream. Abont one milo and a half south of 
our line, we diseorered a work resembling in furm a lineal 
Tnonnd, but of larger diraenaions than the one previonslv eic- 
amired. We, therefore, reBolved» befoj-e making any eica- 
vation, to examine the leglon north of the lioe ; and we t^uC' 
ceeded in discovering, abont three miles north, on the east 
Bide of the stream, a jncKind of the sire of tbe one observed at 
Paint creek. Wemadeati exoAvntion in it, and found it to cop- 
respond in eonstriwtion with lineal monnds in general. Wo 
proceeded west, to the head waters of the eaat iork of Todd*e 
Fork of the Little Miami, where we discovered the third 
work of the range, in a cultivated field about one half of a 
mile BOntlienst uf Wilmington, Clinton county; thence we 
proceeded wcfit to tjie junction of Todd's Fork with the Mi- 
ami, about one and a half miles north of whicli, en tho west 
side of that river^ we found Ihe fourth work. We then, with 
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S4d jjmor&nAsr bq^akcbu. 

fiie MGbtancfi of a pocket-ompow, rptmccd -tb« line, and be- 
came taVj eonr'inced that it wjm, in fftrt, « Iiiie«] r«r^. Wo 
retanicd ta CirclcTill*, anil sbr^nt *«T^n miles esn ©f thst 
place, ve found s wd1-defi»ed lioeal mooiHt. Th«tT tracing 
a line two degrees south of eut, in about fire milra, we di»- 
coTtrcd A secood, and a third abc«t seven roil^ fftrtber on, 
f>Tlowing tbe same coui'se. We then retraced onr eCepft, md 
vere coDvinccil that thts t'>n wa^ a lineal range. 

Hanng become fully satisfied as to tb« coDeentmtion of 
lineal ranges at or near lliis p^tnt, and in the belief that lb- 
trire in re«t] gallons wilt ahundaatlj eahetnntiate the correct^ 
ness of \ny conclnsintw, I proceed to htv before mj readers 
some diagniir^ of tlio more I^al works of that valW — plans 
of which I Jiftd prevlonslj exhibilt?d to De-coo-dnb. For a 
more extended notice of the antiqnities of the immediate val- 
ley of the ScloCo» I refer my leftdera to the firel volume of the 
pnblUbed contributions of the Smithsonian In«titnUr>n. 

Cnt U, fig- 3, i** the copj- of a Ekelcb drawn on the ice hj 
De-corvdsb, and by him lepresented to be the plan of a roral 
cemetery formeriy to be weti on the eaat side of the Scioto 
river, north of Circleviile. I enppoec that this has been par- 
tially, if not entirely destroyed, in the pri^rees of cnltivation. 
Tbta work is trad[tir>nalty represented to have been deeigned, 
when complete, to receive in depoeite the remains of eight 
kfnga; bnt jt was atmndoned when yet unfinished, 

Tlie ontlirea of the main work, as seen in the drawing, 
present the exact form of the great crosft seen at the intense* 
lion of foar lineal ranges in WiBconsin. Tlie latter, however, 
ia not accompamccl b_v the smaller worts which are seen ap- 
pended in the cnt. These are represented to have contained 
the remains of eight propbetG, presented in the order of their 
burial (In the nnbroken nnion of monnmentfj polnte)^ as de- 
»eended in one common genealogical line, through sacceaBire 
genera lions. 

Fig. 1, Cut U, represenla a remarkabfo effigy found near 
OianTille, Licking county, Obio. Tlila work is &itnated on a 
prominent point of the highland, commanding rd extensive 
view of the snrronndJng country. Various namea have beoa 
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assigned to It, sDch as tlm lizard^ tbe alligsfor^ tta habonTi, 
&c- We leave it to tlje coojectui-ea of our readers, assuring 
tbem tliat a fnitlifal delineation of tlie fi^ire is given in the 
cut. There is a entail pile cf Gtore near the ^orlc, which 
eome suppoae to be an appcndfige to it; hnt rny excavations 
having shown me that the interior etructure of the effigy it- 
eelf is of ston?, I $up{X>eed the small monnd to Lave been 
formed of anrpliiH niareriaU provided for the constrnction of 
the larger work. 

The entire length of the effig^y, fylloirtng the cnrve of llio 
tail, IB one hundred and foity-iiine feet The lega are eai-h 
about thirty fliK-feet in Icnglh. The breadth of the body ia 
about forty feet, and ita greatest altitude six foot two inches, 
sinking at eutne points to two and a half feet, and near the 
centre and en<3 of tbe tail it is even less, 

Tliia is the only effgy uf the ninuty-two T have examined 
by excavation in the Mississippi valleyi that preeen(a an in- 
terior strnctnre of stone woiks bearing marka of order m its ar- 
Tangcment. There ia an effigy in Iowa, near the upper sonrcca 
of Turkey liver, and io the immediate vicinity of an aljtindant 
inpp]y of Btonee, which resembles tliia in ita general onl- 
line; and anatljer, on the second terrace of the Wapsapinica, 
not very remote from store ; Imt neither of the^e works pre- 
aenta any Htonework in any part of their conslmctlon. 

Fig, 3» Cut U, ia a view of a ficri>ontIne effigy 3een near tbe 
three furbs of Brnah ci-eok, near tiio north line of Adama 
ccnnty^ Ohio> Thie effigy is w oil-del in eatod in the cnt; ita 
entire ienglh, tracing the centre and following the enrve of 
the coil of the tail, is one thonnnnd and four feot ; in tbe cen- 
tre of the body it ia nearly thirty ft»et iu width at the bage, 
and alxint five in perpendiciitnr height, grad unity narrowing 
und tihikjng toward either end of the work, l>eing lowest at 
the imaginary tail- Works of aimllar character frequency 
occnr in Iowa and J^ebraflka. 

One of the mo&t einpular featnree in Iha Rppcarancc of thia 
work, is the peculiar form of tho work appended to the hendf. 
trnditionally eaid to represent ibe hrnly of the tortoieo. Tlia 
aerpenline eiBgiea that abound in Iowa, WiHconBin, and Ngt^ 
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braska, vliether constnicted cf solid earthwork, or portrayed 
in tlij arrangement of iruocated inotindB, are uaiversallj ac- 
companied by f>ne or more of these elongated oval worka; 
Mid wherever lliej appear ii; fiolid eat'Ui-work, ihls figure is 
appended ta iLe Lead or at tlie larger end. H^ow here, in 
Ohio, at a point not leas than seven hundred tnilea dietant 
from an_T known work of the kind, this singolar feature is 
failhfully preserved. I first visited thia work in the year 
1932, and revisited it in 1S49, with a view of aatUfjing ray 
curiosity m regard to Ibia featnra which was reprpaenled by 
De-coO'diih aa an !uRe[>ara1>le apj^ndage; hef.tattid that tlua 
union of eymbola originated in the fact that both vrere inaep* 
nrahiy associated as oIijpcCb of worahip, and that works of Ihia 
kind wore always coDstructed in high places where aacriticca 
wera offtired. 

And this representation is abnodantly verified here, not 
only 111 the remaining impreESion ijf intense heat on the sTcnea 
that lie adjacent to the work, but aIeo id similar impreasiona 
apparent on the amface of the interior Btrncture- In conver- 
aation with De coo dah relative to this fact, be observed that 
when tho worehippcra of reptiles were reduced by the for- 
tnnes of war. nrd compelled lo recognise the Bun, moon, and 
Jieavcnly bodies iis the only objects worthy of adoration, they 
secretly entombed their gods in tlie earth-work sjn^bols 
which represented the heavenly bodies; and that those 
earthen Hymhols were arranged in the relative positiou of 
thofle selected in iLe heavens ; and that the selection of deities 
woa granted to al], and that when a sufficient number united 
in choice of the Bflmo stars, they constructed their symbols in 
conformity with that choice. And he then remarked, that he 
enpposed Ihut & large number fled before their conquerors, 
and established themselves for awhile in that remote region, 
where they were permitted to indulge in the use of their fa- 
vorite eymbols; but upon the advance of their enemies, when 
the iiopo of retaining iLeir favorite foiTn of worship could no 
longer be indulged, they bnned their goda and fled, leaving 
many behind who buried their deities, and wore thus enabled 
eecretly to woiship tbera in the midat of ihoir conquerors. 
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CnAPTER XSIX. 

THK BAKXa-WOBKB OF OHIO (COirmfUKD), 
EVLDfa rBOPHST^B KEBTDEKT OIROT-tt, 

THIS work is siluftlcd in Kosa countr, OliJo, and ia near 
the Scioio river, four miles diaUiit; from Cliillicoihe, A 
plan of it IB given in Cut T. The main body of the woA ia 
cotnposeii of a ciid© and a eqnaro. Tlie peqiondicular alti- 
tdde of the embankment forming the eqnare, id 1S40, vraB 
twelve feet, with a bnao din-mster of forbj feot^ cocloding an 
area of twenty acres. Tbe perpendicutur altitade of tUe em- 
banhmcnt that forme tbe great circle, wfie six feet, witli a base 
diameter of tliirty, and enclosing an arsa of little less than 
twenty acrefi. There are Sve suiall cii'i^lea in flie vicinity of 
the main work, varying in diameter from two hmulred and 
fifty to aUty feet ; thefie are fiLmilar in form, with tho excep- 
tion of one that presente, at its entrance, an elongation or 
inner oxtcnaion of wail. 

Adjacent to one of the amall eircleE, we lind a t^vin or 
douhle cirde. with an adjncent conical mojnd. Ther^ is eUo 
a small circle attached to one of the long walls, presenting a 
rare and singular arrangement. The two long waSle mnniiig 
parallel with each other and comratmicating with the water, 
are ftfur feet high, two thousand feet long, with a Im^ of thir- 
teen feeF, and distant frotn each other fiHy feet. 

In presenting l.ho otitlinos of thia work to De-coodah, he 
remarked, that the great circle enoloeed the reeidenco of a 
rulirg prophet who first resided in the larger of the email 
circles adjacent to llio twin elii'lea; and that, during the erec- 
tion of the great circle, his wife preeenled him with twin sons 
ill honorable commemoi-ation of which he ordered tho erec- 
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tlon of the twiD circles^ to which be appended as DnrecTj 
circle, lli« old TeGidenliftl; ib&t in ^tter time he aCtacbed a 
reftideoEJ^ cirtle to the fe^tifa) square, for Uh ftret boni, that 
he miglit s.\A hiui id the ^rertinieTit of the people. He aUo 
erff{7£«d a circle fur the eecood born, to wLicli he appetided 
the Beal of fiacce«iaioiif tet m tic itiner curvea of Ljs circle. 
And to the one of long walls of secret seclnsion, be sjt^«nd^ 
thd sacred circle of prvphcLical widowhood, in hoiK>r of tlio 
mother of the twins. 



HotT crrr, 

ThU fttuj>eD(loiia eartli-wnTV (shown in Cut Z, fig. 3) ia tra- 
ditlonallj represented to have been the encircling &afe'^iuu4, 
or ratDpnrt of a hvly cify. Tlti^, like the former, is citiiat^ 
in Robs connty : but it encloeea a much larger area, and ia of 
more complicated form. 

The lar^e circle is thirtj-five hundred feel in diameter, 
vith eleven exterior openings; and the biii!l1I circle eight 
LiindKd feet in diameler commnntcatiDg with the lar^ 
circ^te, hut haring ro exterior entrance. 

The whole work, a& will l>e perceived, comprises two CLrclea, 
B eemic'ircle, and a Bqnaro. Witlnn the aemicircle there ia ma 
em hankcQeot resembling, inoutline,acre6cerLt,orancwmooo; 
ani there b a Bacri6cial altar appended to a national monod 
iritUin the larger circular cnchieure, and between it and the 
'Sqnare- 

Tiie Emaller ctrcle ig tradiiicnallj repTcaented to have ani- 
roanded the aecluded residence of the ruHng prophet The 
larger circle enclosed holy or consecrated ground, where dailjr 
jnEerconr^e was had witli the prophets; ajid it was occupied 
bv pnch SA bore nde, and were high!/ favored by the people. 

The Bq^aare appended to a circle waa ncivereallj" *el apait 
aa a place of public resort, where all might joia in feasting 
and merry-making. 
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CKLESTlAt OITTp 

Tbo eartli-wovk to which wc liave given tbTe name ia also 
eitiialod in Roee county, noar Faint creek. It is somewhat 
smaller tlian ths work laet described, but bo nearly reseinbles 
it in gf nei'al out]ino am:] RiTHngeinentf thut I have deemed it 
unnecessarj to present a separate diagram. 

The equaro ie twelve hundred feet in diameter. Tlie ob- 
long octngoTial ercloe^ire, which ia this work is substituted for 
the larger circle, !a twelve by eighteen hundred foct in di- 
ameter. Tl^c eirall circle appended to the octngoii ia ai]( 
hundre*:! foot in diameter. 

It JG worthy r>f remark, that many of the sqnarea in these 
earlhwoiks eontsLir equal areas, which favors the conclusioTi 
tliat ihey were designed fii" ihe Rame aae. 

Tlio ehmgnted, partially ontaganal enclosure, ia tmditioTially 
represented to have been dedicated to the stars ; and we per- 
ceive the rcpreBcntation of tlie two clueters, or g;ruupB of 
stars, in its vicinity, one of which cstcnda witLin the circle, 
and terminates near the altar. The outer Etare wero dedi- 
cated to the iiae of such as were not allowed to enter the 
cii'cle, and were regarded as the repreaentatives of inferior 
deities. 

Within the octagonal part of the circle, T Gn J the reslden- 
tlal circle of the eeuior propbet. Those resideutials are never 
found enclosed by large circles, but are fieqnenlly sunonnded 
by sacred octagons, wLcre senior prophets (whose residential 
i-equiied a true circle) nile. 

The smaU circle attached to the octagon and eemieircle 
eeerna tu fianctlun the woi-ship of the moon, as well as the 
atai's. 
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Another work, in Hose county, presenta in outline two 
circloe, a eemiuircle and square, differing from the holy city 
in tha manner in which llie circles are connected togelher, 

TLie two circles aOjrieent to eacb other are aeparaled by aa 



unbroken eDbcnknent, Wbile tli«T Eboi rrauts vnconnected 
wifL cflcli other, tbej' are jret botk connected vitk tlie Fqiure^ 
Thej KftTe iieilli«r altar, r»Jdential ctrcle, Dorcnugo ofio^- 

Tbis amngement ta tr«ditioaallT represented to be csHit- 
tfte)f Ti^tival; the larger circle dedicated to 1e%&x* of the 
Gim, ibe flinaller te tlie mooo, Cbe fiemieircle to the (tsrs, atid 
tlte tjjaaie to ordbarj festlrittee. 

The -wnWi enclose ati area cf al>oat lwentj'-*eTeii acres. 
Ther are macL defaced hj ibe rarages ef time ; their prteent 
perpeudieolar allitade beiDg about sis feet. 

^ere arc ta&tty amatler worka near br, aod sererftl Inrger 
onte io tbe neigbborbood- That which eeemfi to bare at- 
tracted nio«t atte&tion, U denooimafed mocnd eitj hj tbo 
■prronndiDg in habit an ta ; many cnriceitiefi have been ob- 
tained from it, with sjiecimenfi of ^uTplure of a higlier order 
than ia often executed by aavage nations. 

Within this octagonal enclosure we find an elongaled saeri- 
£cial altar, eurronnded bj representations of the Bcven 8t«n, 
Tliis iudlcates high reverence for that gronp. 

Ia the vicinity we fi^id a prophets^ reeidetitial circle, a fn- 
iteral circle, four conical refiideutjals, and six bnria] mounds, 
three of which are eogronped. 

Tlje finn, the nioon, and the Btar^, with the ancient Ameri- 
can, were all ubjecte cf adoration; and all bad their templea 
and altars, of dircra foiine, nnd Tarioue dimen&iona. 

Tbua arranged, they presented to view by day the reprcaen- 
taliona of iLoeo deified luminarica, as the objects of nnivereaJ 
adoration; and they were made the receptacle of holy relics, 
many apecimens of which have been procured from tbem by 
ejEcavatkm. It ia to be resetted tlmt the recklesB band of the 
curious anliquarian had not been atayed befi>re aucb baroc 
waa made in tliia once beantifrtl group. 

This work is in the vicinity of Chillicothe. It ia enclosed 
by a wall, now mnch defaced. The area eucloecd is neither 
round nnr square, but partakes of both forms, and contains 
nboiit ihirtt^en acres, witft an east and west cntraiii^e; and it 
Burrounds tweuty-lbree earlb-worka, that are traditionally de- 
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tiominitted tlie tomlis of the grtds (witli tlie exoeplion of ere 
eWgateil fincrJficijLl woilv); Ute remainder of the eiicloeed 
wovt(B Leing tiiiDcated or ccinlcal mounda. 
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Tina large and inlereating monnmeTit of anJiqiiitj ih also 
eituated on tbe north fork of Paint creek, s. ti'ihntary ofUic 
Soioto, It eticloeea an area of ono huodrcd and twoiily-Boven 
acrce, ite general outline being; tb&tof a pHrallclogmm in cdH' 
nection with a aqiiAra 

*'Tliere," eaid De-coo-dah, p^^inting to the Bomieirclo ^rort, 
encloBcd within the grent parfillolngranij "on the snminit of 
three great embank m en ta dwelt in etate tlirec ruling moii- 
archs. Tlie fonr smaller monnds enclosed within Uie crescenC 
fitand a9 birtli mcinoiiala of their iralc fB^ne. 

*'Two of those floveroigna olJered eacniice to tho stars en 
the aUnrs In the eoutbe^tt^rn corner of the ptirnllelogram, 
while ifie other eacriflcEd to tlie moon, in the vi^fnitj of tlis 
prapheta' residential circle. Thiw prnjihtt, heing one of tlie 
liio&t holy knuwn in the order of prophets who officiated in 
the offering of eacrifice alone, was permitted (o dweU upon a 
Tojal mound williiu the eacicd circle. 

'^The entrance to tile parallelogram adjacent to the eiicrcd 
circle, heing consecrated to the use of propliete only, \& also 
guarded by a HHcrificin! .iltar Ttie nine inoniiJe in the vi- 
cinity of tlie aeiuieirele were luealeJ u'ilIi ruftrence to the rel- 
ativo fHiM^ion in ihia heas'eiia ihat the di,'itii^1 hUnR lii^ar to the 
meridian moon ; th^y are composed of and contain tbe ashes 
of the offerings made to those deified Inminarica. The mound 
hicated witiionl the w-nlls, near the janclioti cf the square 
with llio para 1 1 clog ram was IV^i-mcd from the gnisacr parts of 
finch oU'e ringed' 

Tlie ft»ativftl square U of orJiTinry dimenaion,Bnd mneb im- 
paired hy the ravages of time. Tim hnge eliihter of hiirijil 
nuianda in the vicinity, ia indicative of a numcrona popula- 
tion. The creacent wi>rk, enclosed within the parall^iK'^rram, 
encloBlng the thr^e re^^identiala and four mcfnoriaJs, differs 
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fi-om cUicr crcecent works by the addition of ftn cnlirotcn 
wall rumiinf^ across, and connecting tbe t^o horna or poiuta 
of ill© crescent, thereby Gnelosing the area wilLin, with an 
ontranco near tba centre of the semi-circular wall. Tlie area 
enoloaed williin tlie main wall of the paralleltigramj is twenty- 
eltrht \,y eighteen hundred feet in diameter. 

Tliia great work, being in a very broken and dilapidated 
cnnditionj and my eurvcy of tlie preraisee being a partial 
cne, I rcfor the reader to tLe plan given by Dr. Daria and 
Mr. Sqniera, in their publietod contribution to the BmiUiso- 
niau lustitLitiun, 



rROPRET S MUrrROPOLTS. 

This worlc Is situated near Kewark, Lickiag countj, Ohio, 
and occnpiL-a an area of rearlj' two rniles square. Its nrraiige- 
mentwill bt^oompruhendcd by reference to tlie diagram given 
in Cut Y. It conaifits of tliroe principal divifiions, connected 
by parallel walls and smaller worlie, TUo parallel walla and 
detached portiona t>f tlie wotta generally, as well as the small 
circles, are very ellght, rarely ejkCeeding fear feet in height ; 
but the eiiibankmenU of the principal or regular portions of 
tliG work, are niLieli heavier. Those of the larger circular 
work, are generally about twelro feet Ligli, and fifty feet in 
thickness at (ho base, encloeittg an interior ditch Borcti feci 
deep by thirty wide. 

At the gatesvay or entrance of Ihia large circle, Loworci*, 
the w.alk are n:n<jh higher than at any other point, being not 
lees ihun sixteen feel in perpendicidjir alriLnde, wilh a ditch 
of thirteen feet in depth, giving, from the bottom of the ditch 
to the hip of the embankment, jui actual height of thirty feet 
at this time. What a towering wall must this onco haye been I 

TIjo walla of the lepeer circle are in general about sis feet 
high, and aro without a ditch. The walla of the oelagrinal 
enclosure, as well aa of the square, are about five and a half 
feet high, and Iheae, loo, are without ditches, either interior 
or exterior. 

The larger cii-cular etructai-e ia one of the best-preaerTed 
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and moEt innp(X'(tng in tlie etaLe; tbereare many wLicli encloia 
larger ureas, Uit none wboee mitllncs arc more cleavly deBncd- 
At tlie entrance^ the walls curve outward cue Imndred feet, 
leaving a pn^snge ctgMy f<^ct wide bctn^ocn tha deep dltoLea 
on oiUiQr sido> 

Id entering thU ancient avt*riie for the first time, the vUiter 
can nol fail to espefreuce n aonsation of awe, such aa he might 
fuel in paeelng tlie portjila of au E^i^ypLiaa temple. 

TliB ari;a of this circle ia Bometliing over tliirty acres^ It 
\B perfectly level, and thiclilj' clad willi the timber li-cca com- 
mon to the enrroiindirig forest In tlio centre of the circle^ 
there is n large embankment, or rather a union of four monnde, 
fyrmmg an unbroken niitline. 

AboMone bundled fvet distant from these, there lb acnrvcd 
e m bail Urn en t, of Hlig;Ut elevation, about two liimdrcd feet in 
length, presenting the outline of a new-moon or ci-escenL 
There id alao another lunar ciiele connecting the octagonal cn- 
closnro irilb a reBiJenliol cii'cle, whieli is aleo appended to 
one of the eecrct avenncB lci\ding to the imdni^hed octagon. 

The circle appended to the octagon, and Uie fefltlval fiquare, 
each enclose an area nf twenty acres ; the octagonal enplosnre 
contaioB Hfty acres- The most extensive nvenne measHies Bi;t 
tliousand feet in length, and the other four tbonsand five liuo- 
dred feet The great circle is distant from the festival square 
one tUonsand two hundred feel, while the iinfiuielied oclagon^ 
evidenily designed, when finished, to endose a heavenly 
clnaier, is eight hundred feet. 

This eMtii'G work is trndltianiLlly repreaeuted to have been h 
prophet's inetropolie, or lioly seminary of priests or prophets, 
with its holy circles, featival aqnare, seebidod walke, private 
avcnnes^ sacred reaidentiaUi'be&vciJy claatera, atjd funeral- 
pi lee, » 

Tho five residential cTrclea were tb© permanent alodoa of 
the gentor fathers^ who were appointed by the people to im- 
part inslniction to the junior prop!ie(H_ These latter inhabit- 
ed, in common, tlip pyrniiiidal mounds wiliiin tho nctagon. 
To the octagon is appended a holy festival circle, known at 
Boch by its peculiar manner of conBtruction, being formed 
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vHli tro mTeniiea^ the one froci vnflioiBt, and tlifl o&or 



adjaceat to tlie ciiKter of sj^mbob of deities, 

tbe trtn'iDg sacrifice offered ftt ibe ap^>eaniic€ of e«eb oeir- 
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Fourteen m\\cA from ChlllicotlieT on a besotifDl t^rrmce of 
l^ftint creek, la an eortli-work, traditJODalT^ represented as an 
unfiDisbed temple of aacnfice. It oneiate of two circles and 
A square, Tlie larvercircleBtHTounds an area of twen^-eeven 
acres, and has a diamcterof three thousand fivchtindred feeL 
Ttie wall ia macli impaired bj tbe ravages of time, its greate«t 
perpend iculftr altttade not exceeding foarfeet^whUe tbe thick- 
ness of t[ie embankment at the base, at varioas poinU, is over 
forty feet. The &mall circle ia more perfect, it Las a diameter 
of lliree hundred feel. TIjc eqosre is one thousand two hun- 
dred feet in diameter, and in a better atjtEe of preeervation, 
ComparJBon with eimilar works In other places, show tbie to 
be in an unfini^bed condition, 

Tbia regiort abonnda with eaith-worta of this descnpClon, 
more than arj other explored in, North Araenca, Tbia Eeems 
t<j indicate thi: former preRence^ at this jToint, of a verj' denad 
population. Worka of this class are too numerous, and too 
nearly adjacent to each other, to admit of the ecpposition that 
thoy were conatiiicled as fortiH cation 9, or far miiitary pur- 
posefl, even were it not th^t many of them occupy locaUtioB 
wholly inappropriate to such a design. 
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Tlita work, also situated iri Rosa connty, preaents an en- 
finished appearance within. The embankmcntg, however, 
appear to hjive heea complete, and only diJTer from many 
olhers in having no common entrance except by way of the 
eqiiare. 

This may be classed with sacred circleS) but as to its epocial 
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■030 WG liavc no tradition. "We regard it, in connection wUh 
other*, aadesigned, when ccuipltted, for a eeclaJeil sanetunry, 
bemg funned of two circlee and a Hfjuure, of aiiriilar dimerj- 
Biijiis witli lliose works traditionally reprct^enkd aa eucli, wilh 
interior works corresponding, ao far &e tlicj opi>ear> 



FORT AUCI^BT, 

Kotwilli&tandini; IfaTa ^raatworlchaa already lioen described 
at some leoglh in t\\i}. preceding poges, it wonld hardly he 
deemed proper to pasa Et withont nntice In oar present enii- 
ineratlon of llie mure i-emarlialile eartJi- works of Oliio. 

yort Anciotit occupies a high bluff on the eastern ehoro of 
tlio LitCla Miami n^-er, in Warren county, OLio, It Las an 
clev-ation of about two hnndrod foet above the level of tha 
streams wliicb partially ^luround it. (See Cut T.) 

The earthen wall w)iich encloses it, exposed aa it Laa been 
for many ages to tlic wear of time itnd the action of the'ele- 
merits, yet retains a perpend itnlar lieight of from eigbt to 
elgliteeu feet, with a base of about fifiy feot. 

It ia nearly enrrouaded by precipitaua ravines, bnt on tho 
eaetern aide, a narrow termce connocta it with an nndulating 
plain wbicb gradnally widona as it recGdce eastward. 

The area enclosed within this wall or embankment is funnd, 
on a crilicHl Hiii-v^y, ta be alfcUiit one huiidiTd arres. Jt is 
thickly covered with trees, the appearance of wLlch diiTei-s 
little from those of the enrroiinding foreet. If, then, tbe area 
enclosed was once clear of trees, and the residence of man — 
a tact which there aocms litltorooeon to doubt — the surronnd- 
ing coantry may have been eqnalJy f\'*iG and clear, and Lave 
been inhabited by a nnmerons and dense population, 

We have already e:spre33ed our conviction of tbe error of 
ihoae who Buppo&e tbeee enclofcurea to have V>cen constructed 
by the ancestors of the present race of Indians, The natnral 
indolence of the Indian and his aveiaencGS to any kind of 
mnrual labor are well known, ISut these works bear testi- 
mony to a degree of enterprise and of patient industry, that 
wonld bring no diecredit to any race or nation knowa to historyn 
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Some h&ve im&g:ned ihis work to have be^ de^ign^ to 
npres^nt, by its outline, tlie gencnil form of the eoniincnt 
of 74'orth and Sonlli Amencn, U* vbirli it does inde^l bear % 
cfHididerablo rc^cmUlance, but there is Utile to reitder »Dch a 
fsoncliislon probable. Mj old friend, Dc-coo-dnh, on rjewing 
ft dran'mg of tUia work, expre^aed an opinion tLat the soothem 
encl-^are woa constructed and occupied ftt a dtite long antenor 
lo tbo addition of Ibo nortbem part **For," Baid he, "lh« 
vnotbem enc!r>fiitro bears, at the place of etilmrce, the indiea- 
UoTiH of having bt^en uriginaDj coiiLplele in iteetf; and aleo 
testifiei^bj 1)ie presence uf the two conical mounds, on either 
Ma of llie entrance, to a change snbseqnentlj niade in tho 
original work/' Tl^eae moiinda were probably formed from 
tho earth which had formerly rested nbovc <be primitive gate- 
wflj; for the Iraditlona of De-coo dob reprcEcnl tho entranco 
01* gftlewnj to have been oiiginallj constrQct*?d by aetling op 
timbers endwise, inclining t4>get]ier at l)ie top, bo as to form a 
narmw tnaiigiilar opening, throngh which uien could easilj 
paBS, but flo fiirinll sa to ci^mpli^tely cxcIikIo beuHia of hugo 
itature, such as arc anppo&ed to have roamed the eurroundin^ 
conntry in tbcdaya of themound-bnitdcrB. Dc-coodidi added 
Uiat t!]catj walla wore con&lrnctoil hy tlie Encecseivo labure of 
a lonnr ]jjig o( kings or nilera^ whose pride of dominion led 
thorn to enlarge and extend the onginal wo}^. 

There are at this lime tu~enFy-fivu hreaclies or openings in 
the wall of the BLJiithern enclosure. Tlicse are supposed bj 
aoino to have been designed for gates oi' paesways; by otIieiB, 
Ut have been tlic sites of block-honso*, or places for lookont or 
of dofonco, lint it iippeare evidont to tis, as wo have bcfora 
stftteiT, llmt these openings? liave all been made by tho ravjigea 
of time^ ai<]ed by iho uprooting of troua wliit'h formeHy grow 
n[H)n the embankment., the ;vash of water, and the trail of men 
and trojista. 

We euppoee tJiis emhankmetit to hoTo been, orjginflllyj not 
]««9 than tlurty feet in hciglit. Even Ibis estimate fidia far 
fchort of tradition ; aomo povliona of tlioeo wnlla aro roproBent- 
ed to hiive towered above llio tops ft the bigheet trcea. 

Tradition afisigne to this remarkable work ttie rame of the 
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Moon Crrr. As to tlie origin of tljia nnmej we can oiilyven- 
tijre a coiijt^cture : the ancient Amerit^iUia are trudiLlonAlly 
represeubed to have worshipped the rnoon^ and, moi'eo^cr, to 
Lave regaided it aa tho eljaium or plocool" rofugc fjr llie de- 
paited epinta of obedient tVuiales, wlmre thoy might indulgo 
at IheiF case iha pjLesion of curiosity, in a ceaseleaa journey 
about tha world. The lofty eite of this ancient city, aud the 
E&Eety secured to Ita inmntes, by its Ligli eiiiljaTiknieiita and 
iiiHccegfiibli! pofiilioD^ miiy have Biiggealed a couipariBou with 
tLo inoon. TIjc iiioonlibo or creacent-Bhaped work, in front uf 
the origina] entrance, atrongthcng the piobability of iWn eup* 
position. 

The reader will discover, fi-om* an Tngpcclion of llie diii- 
gi'flruft lepresiinLiiig thi- ^i^neml or prevmling confi^'nr;*tion of 
tlie great work-^ in [lie Scioto valley, ihjit biit liLtltj iiflinity \a 
apt^aitnt in general oulline between ihi'se of the Oljio vall&y 
auJ those of the npper valley of tLo M ifi&iaeippi ; and yet tbero 
are Gomo Bti-iklug ct>iupidauccs wbicb suem to indicate a coiUr 



In noi'tbern Illinois, Wiaconfiln, and Uichigan^ ^7e find tLe 
triangle, the eqnare, aTid the pentagon enclosed by tho circle; 
we also have the cre^ctint, ihe serpent, and a ninUiLiidu of gi- 
gantic effigies. In the valley of the Ohio, we have tlie crea- 
cent, the serpunt and other effi<r[ea, ibutated and in niinintiirat 
aa fiecQ in Cnt Z, fig, 2, Thib woi'h, so clearly delineattd in 
the diagram that literal deeeriptioi] would be tnperfinona, la 
BitLiated on Ihe west bank cf the Soioto river, about tivo milc^a 
from Portfifnnuth, Ohio, It not only corrcaponda in tjonfigm'n- 
tion with efligreH ::oininori in Wi&conHiii, but it also eont;ttnA 
depoeitea of mica, aa ailiclc wbioh ie alwaya dit^covm-ed in 
the traditional cetneteries of Ibe prophets. In Cut Z, fig, 1, 
we have the square cnclosni'o Jn connection witJi tho cijele, 
preaentiTjg, in the aroa oncloBcd, (ho forms of tho circle, 
square, ar^d the crescent, separate, yet in conjnnction or rela- 
tive combination, as ssen in tho cnt. This woik tippcai's in 
Pite county, Ohio, on a Bccniid terrace of the SoioLo, and only 
v&rlcA from the encloeed triangles of Wibconsin and Miti- 
UQftotaf ill the shape of the aiaa eQcIused. 
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IN a cavern sltualeJ alu^ut twenty miles below iho juTJction 
of LliH Wabash rlvyr wilh tlie Obiu (in the state of Indi- 
ann), are found eonio very remarkuble relica of ancient art, ia 
the paintings and sculpture wbicb cover Invgo portions of the 
amuolh wftlld of tlio inferior. TLia oavern ia commoiilj known 
\ as tlio Robliers' Cave, fpoic bavircf ontre been mnfk a pla(^o 
of resort by a Land of mnrauderR, who^ in tlie time of tlio 
early navigation of the Obio, used to plnii<]i.'r tbo boats pas- 
BJng to New'Oilfcane, and ofteiitiinea murdering tbeir crews. 

Tbe length uf the cnvern ia about tvro bund red feet, and il£ 
breiidlli eighty. At its f^Plheet extremity q well-like pnesa^ 
extuncis np^nrd to the height of fourteen fc^et, and givcB en- 
trimco to a dark and gloomy Tee^es op chamber^ filiiated di- 
rectly flbove the main cavem, wliila die monntaiu aiJH towore 
far nbovB alb (Seo cut GG.) 

The floor ih nearly level at the cenJre, throngli tbo pntire 
length of the careni, rising at cither eide by regular grada- 
tions, CO RE to form rude eeata BnMcient to accoiuinodatG a 
DumL-rons asscmblyp 

A largo portion of tliQ eido-walla being smooth and ereti, 
are cuvcred, as \Te have already elated^ with singular paint- 
ings and iignrea cut in the rock ; these aro gronped in cIub- 
tera and seclions, tlie apranjjemont ofwliicb exhibit evirlent 
iimrks of deaigii. Tljese paintiiign arc much delaired, aiid 
Bome of them are almost wholly obliterated. But thoso which 
yet remain, can not fail to be regarded as highly interesting 
find important relica of antiqnity. Some of these are depicted 
in Cut W, where will be observed the figure of the eiin, cnt 
in the rock, and paintings of tbe moon in raiious pLaeoSj and 
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Btiges cif increft3B sind declansion ; l^lia BCiiionl, in Llio fiinn 
of an orb, or oa if Hwallowing if^ tail ; llio vijier, wiili dis- 
tended.) jaw8, in Httltudo of attack iipuii tlm Bcor|.i[un, tbe 
tangiiolesa c^'Ccdile, llio douljlt-Iiejidcd eti i>eu^ nnd tlie seven 
Btni^, On the opp<}3LLo t^uII ia pi^eacntcd tJic £^ui'c ofii huge 
mojieter of tlio same desGription na tlint eeen id !miiul«v cf- 
fifry on tho pUiina of Muecotln, in "Wisoonatn, togetber with a 
Binallor but yet tnoTe remnrkable anirn:il of n ppecies wbolty 
unkroAvn. It lh represented na coiivejiug ibod willi ojie of 
jta paws or feet, to its moulh, 'wLitb afpeai-s tu be placed m 
tbe centre of ite body. 

Tlicre nro many other di'awingfl npon tlie wnUa Iofb clearly 
defined, i't>Rembiinp:tbe bn/^ard, efl^lG,owl»qi]iLil, Ac, together 
■with tropicnl and ether animals, Tfiere me also several figurea 
of men mid women flistiiniSlj" trneed, clad in nncieDt coelLiinea- 
Tlitre aro eight of tbe figm-ea imicli defjiced, lnjwever, tlmt 
appear in Qui O, ^g. 1, and Ibree resembling Uioie of fig 9; 
we rcrnnrU thnttboac forma nppear of earlb in gi-cnt |ievfectioa 
on the plaioG cf the En^lieb praino in tbe vicinityof Miiscodo, 
and ni otber points in Wiscnnfltn in <iorapfiratL^*e niintalute in 
connection with tboGc presented aC €g9. 3 and 4, 
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Tlie fnll extent of tbe lines of earlLen walls or embank- 
nionta tliat liave been ibrown up by tbe momid-bnildei-a in 
the great valley of the Miseissippi, sippai-ejilly designed for 
covered pasa-wavs^ will probably never be fully necertHined, 
in conseqnonce of tbe passed and progresaing demolition of 
them. The remaining relics, however, that may be traced in 
the Ohio valley alone, indicate enterpriee and enorpj" ntnong 
the monnd-bnildeis that would compare favorably with the 
present advancement of intcmnl improvonient, nnd show a 
tiatiural character tor energy unknown in tbe annals of savage 
natione, Tlio extent of thia class of worka abiiie ftubicls the 
idea of ludinn origin, Near the confluence of the Scioto and 
Ohio rivers, wo have twenty-ono miles of embankment of 
Ihia dtEcription, twenty feet wide, nnd front three to eix in 
altitude, connecUng various worka scattered along the Ohio 
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Work* iim3sr lt> tbeee Mre foaod in great rnunben throt^b- 
oat the ]|ifl6ia«ipp\ ralley, and in the t&IJ^tv of tba &cio<o 
titd Ui»titifi ltt«re are m%ay of tb^m, eridentlr discoonecled 
sad yet contigooiu to each otLer; some coartccting en- 
cloRrrcs, aoid^ JcAding to vatering'^lBcea, and others isuljited 
«ud oncoiiiLected vilb other worlcA, extending imnj miles, 
And ntnoing ^>n paraDd linea. There h also a sioglo Vme of 
embaukment rannin*? In a northeast direction from & point 
near Lhu Sirioto tcvjird Lake Erie, that luaj 1>q clearly traced 
■eveoteen tnile« in length, nnLrok«n except by water-cDnrsca, 
jdt in niBo^ places almost obTtlerated by the nprooting of 
Urge tiriil^r that formerly grew on tbe work. Tie wioel per^ 
feci rcHjaiua prefient an altitude of from four to five feel wilh 
a genernl base of about twenty-five. Three Jmndrcd and elx 
luilea of Ibis order of earth-work, m the stflte of Ohio alone, 
niuy yet bo clearly traced^ and yet Ibia order of form and ar- 
runf^cnient embrace* biat a email portion of the earthen rt^ 
njain» of aritirjuity in that atalo. It U aleo worthy of reirark 
tliat tbe inngnitLide of area en<!loaed is not fllways a enrrect 
index of tbo amount of labor ex|>cn[]ed In tbe work. In High- 
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lurid comitj, Oliio, ibere le a work, with llltSc loss than ono 
milfi ftnJ five elglillia of hciivy erubankinent, encloaingr ^ frac- 
tign Icsa than f(>rty ecree of laud, and fort Ancient, in ■\Tarren 
county, Oliio,lias a flection over four anles of heavy embauk- 
ment, enclosing oiilj' oiio bundled Hcrcfi. Tlia entire groi^p 
of encloaures at tbo month of the Sdol.^, wltL inc»ro than twentj 
miles uf embankment, cncltr^ca leaa \hita Lwo Lundrcd acres. 



GKSAT 3lonKD OV UlAinSBUSO. 




This ^rand cioli!JBeal oarthcn fitmctnrc ia eitnatod in tbe vi- 
cinl'y of MiaTniabnr^, Montgomery county, Ohio, and is elsty- 
eigljt feet in peqiendieiiUr altitude, and about eight hundred 
and fifty in base cii"cumfL»renceT [containing three Inindrcd and 
eleven tliousand, three liiiiiJred and fifty-three cubic feet v€ 
earth. MounJaof this lonn abound thrnaghout thla valley, 
and aro of all eizca and diincnsiuaa, towcrmg up^rard liom tha 
mole-hill to the miniature mountflin. At the junction of 
Grave creek with the Ohio, iti Virginia, we find anotberj 
seventy fuot highj witli a baae circnuiference of more than a 
tbouaarLd feet. At Calickia, in Illimiis, there \» another, tower- 
ing to the height of ninety feet, with a base circmn fere nee of 
ovm tv7o thousand feotj and a level top, with an area of more 
than two acres. 

Moundfl of these extraordinary dimensions abound more la 
the south, and with increased dimenaions. K^ar Salvers- 
town, MissIssippT, there ia one thnt occupies an area of six 
acreaj bnt in ihe upper valley of the MiBslasippi, from the 
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jnnf^lron of tTie Oliio river nrirtfi, n Lnse dEametfir of TrMn 
twtititjr t'j mnety fect^ and aa uLLiLlkIc of from iLrce to tlur^ 

is Ttiiet GoiiimoLi. 

Aod ret tliero are uianj givups in llie nartli arranget! m 
eltclee, eqiicire^, triftti^fos, and Ietil-s, logether with otlivrG thfit 
prosoTit ii'j a|>}*areiit rc^^iiUr orUor of nrrflDgement tl>-il would 
reqoiro I'ui' llieir construe Uoii the labor offl tlioosfliid niea manj 
moiulm, fiitled wUh all itie mtKlem i m prove m en ta in mecjlianl- 
Crtl hT»|flfctiierls in llieir construciion. OUiers sre teen isolip 
tc4 ;in<l ailoiie, occupying summit hcigbts of large diiuen&iona, 
formi;d ofearih in BtrnU, evidently obtAined in diSerent and 
dtstfiitt locaHtics. A fiplcndid view of many of the laat de- 
BeriUed mny be hud ft-oin llie beJglits of the hilie west of tlj« 
town of Diibiiqiie, in lova, occttpjdig llio points of lofkjrspiira 
tliat grace ibe eastern eliore of ibe Miesissippi, They seem 
to bnve been designed ti:^ give an arllticial Snieh to a moftt 
beautiful and romantic natuial acenerj. Indeed, aoihq of 
those works arc t*f siicli colossal ^Toportions, that many per- 
Bona liceitatci at first view to aacribc tbcm to the hand of man. 
Bat they ai-e unifonnly placed in such reference to the ad- 
jacent and finiTonnding hilk, and their confiiination is eo 
uniqiio unci siruIliLr,lbat few obfiervem bebitaLe long in reftirring 
tbem to the hund of Bit, 
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ASCTKST W0CC3 ON PAINT CBEEK- 





Four flqrfo; C^ dif., gn« JiaTidrwJ ami lliirlv-BiJi Hfiri; D, Trdln b Piint ereok i 
% an flr«fl ut tventy->?ren aaa; F, iId., LvaDt^-«evea ftcrei; 4. a, wtDs; m, m, 
tninoflted mo audi. 

Tliifl plate exhihilfl a sei^tion of nenilv five milee of Paint 
Ci'Gck, a tilbuUry of the Scioto rivor, Witbin tliia limit ai« 
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crobmcod llirec oxtonatve worlce, doBi^noted hy lottciB A^ B, 
and C. These woikg comlioed, present iipward of six niiloa 
of Leapy Qmbankiuent., and enclose areas of from twenTjr-aeven 
to one Intridred and fuity aciea end*. Tbe work marJiL^d B, 
is aljoul f'ijurtecn miles dieUnt ftom CLi]ljcotbe, and is a well- 
prcaerved atrnctarOp The gatewaj9,or plncea of entrance, are 
wider thna tboso gcncinlly aeen in siniilar Btincturos. Thia 
form or arrangement of enrtlien-wall, ia ecen at three fdlier 
poinia in this valley, Irnt nono are so well preserved lis tliia 
ono. Tliere are anvcral ellljitical elevalions in llie vlcfnifyj 
and a wt'l]-]mT(rnycd r^i'^ftfc^ut work, rtv*f!inbtiiig liioae I'jund in 
WIfttiJiiein and noilLern lllinoi6i 

Tlje work marked A, U eitnated a few miles nearer lo 
Chlllicotho, and on the opposite side of Paiat creek. Tljia 
work pt'eacuU an imeommon fentitre. It occupies tivo terraces, 
the stinaro boinf^ pliuioil on Ike second, wliile the niain body 
of the woik occapies 'be i\\h-d terrnce of tba creek, Wilbin 
the Im^er work, near the centre, Lbera is & bnge elliptical 
mound, the Inrgest ellfptical work in this valley ; lU lengtb is 
twobiindrcd and forty feet; biiae widib, aisty ; lieigbt, thirty. 
The interior is composed of carlli rcaembling llio anlj-soil in 
tbo vicinity, but the surface^ covering to tbe dcptli of eighteen 
incliep, was evideiuly obtained from eomd wnter-coui'se, aa it 
18 cotnpoged of sandy elaj% lonm^ wnler-vvaaked pi^bMes, and 
etones i)f vnrimis anijill dimensirjns. This work is siin-onnded 
by a hliglit wall, or elevated work, that reseiuliles the mntri- 
monud ringsQ fi-eqncntly seen in Wificonain. But Ilio inler- 
medlate spnce bctu'ocn the ring ond Iho inoiii body of tbe 
work, is nearly filled with tko \\ns\\ from tlio sides, and novr 
presents the form of a low stage or flat terrace. There are 
several targo truncated, or conical mounde, adjacent, tbjit are 
formcil of cbiy ; there nre niao fleveral deep pits in tlie vicinity, 
from wliicb it ia believed tbe enrlli wpia obtained fi>r their con- 
atrnction. Adjacent to tbe great circnTar werk^ or wall, la n 
amal! cirgnbir wall, enclosing na area about two liundrcd and 
fifty fiet in diameter, with a fiat circniar mound in t.Iiecenlre, 
the facsimile of tlie rnali-imonial circles that appear on l)i& 
vaCera of tbe Cbippowa river, not leaa tbfln seven Jiundred 
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tnil^ noribireit fnom tkk point TUa wdHe wHI kkm dKsp 
pe^r io Ui€ eoltii-AtkiQ of the preiDis«Q. Hwre m ^mo s cn?«- 
cenl wcA m the ncinity, fonnedof cftitb mad «loae tliai b<^r 
tbe impKsa or £re; And numr mull monads &re in the 
TiciiiitT, ippearing to reUrn do deposite vtrnt^ver. 

Tbe wvrk marked C, exhibits the form of & dilapidftUd 
arnng^ment of ct^ic-vork, on tbe taniniit of a high htif, 
orerif^ukiD^ ft aattvw Tallej, tkrw^h vfaicb a Email Uibuiarr 
of PaihE crc«k, denoQiin&ttrd th^ Slfldc ran, fioi^ and wbero 
other similar work* appear. Ttie bodj of thu work jn^- 
seDU an einplicnl f^>rm, and th« lln^ maj ret be dcariv 
tmcec], nutwithstanding mnch of the mat^nal baa he*tti t«- 
rQOved bj the firat eeUlera iu ibe iX'netrDction of r)iinir«r« 
and bnildlngs. Tljepnrpo^c-f tlii» strange vrork id ibe rnllev, 
13 considered l>r mt^nj mexpticablc Tiie position oconpii^d, 
together wiih tUe sroal] area encl^jsed, cnlirtlv pre^EmJca tbe 
idea of defensive oHgin^ it being located in a nairow vatJer, 
where the nntnral hi!Jd would command ^great&rgdi'fintagM, 
The maCj^rial, however, seems to have been pr<tmi£etioQg]T 
thrown together, and there is no evMence of anj^ other arrjing^ 
ment formerly tban h n^^w seen. Tl)ere ia, however, a fcahrre 
in connccttuti wiUt tlJs vvork, that may alRtrd &n fltd to cun- 
jeoture: it J6 the eingtilfir conGtmction of five valle, »t&rting 
Witliin ten feet of the iinbri>teQ lineof ihe elliptica] tiiehk^ni-e, 
extend iu^nortli nhuutotit^ buni]n?ii feet^ alighllv dlv^rgiTiv, I -tit 
ninniiijj lit nt-arlv parallel litiee. These wjklh nre alnrnt ten 
f(^t dl6Li[]t frojn each other. and twe^jty f^'et hroad nt iheend 
nearest tf:e enct<*aiirc ; Uiey diminish, as they recede, lo ten 
f^et at tliQir extremity; bnt if exteiidud one LunJred and fifty 
feet, tbo fi^e walls would terminatG in one connecli^^n, aurl 
preeent in f<jnn the precise onlline of ilie earthen mound ^f 
extinction that abomide far west; its lopalion on low land ts 
aUo A cnrre^ pi ending feature. This work ia totallv iinlite any 
atone-wfjrkfl that are located on the higblQcds in the yicinih'< 
The great Blotie-work of Paint cicek, two miles dUtant (letter 
C), that ovei-looka His work, bears no reeeinblnnce to it sibat- 
ever; both woika, however, may have originBtod wilb tfio 
Baiuo pooplo. It is a reasonable prefiuiiiptiL»n, in vi^w of tlio 
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fnct timt Ticithcr possessDe, in tmj of ita pnrta, tlie i-eguW 
finish tlmt is freqTieiitly eeoii in tniijcated^ or cuTiiual sl/me- 
vorlw^ocGUiririj^MUBimiUirlocjilititis En the suiTonmling regions, 
Our own conclueion is, that tlitse strfltigo stone slriictnrea 
present to view nothing more than a largo ct-llectioa of mate- 
ml, gftthovod togothor and conveniently arrnnged for tbo 
fitnictura uf grout workE, thjit were ffoin some cauee -psr- 
TQitted to remain niilinbhcd. Many oai-th-works, liere and 
elsewhere, present the giLine fealureH The funn of Ihe work 
0, U well given in the cut. It confortnE* tj tlie ground on 
which it reata, tlo land falling off precipitonslj all nrouiid, ex- 
cept at the north, whei'O it cunnccta with the receding high 
land. Its location ia similnr to that on wluch Fort Ancient 
uppoai'S. Thia hngo ma&a of etono, collected at tlic cost of 
much Inhor, presenta no appearance of a completed ortilioial 
wall, aUhoiigh the arrangement of the material favors ench a 
deaign. The area encloaed beirg nhont one limdred and fi^rly 
af res, and the materinl heing veiy equally diatrihuted Lii the 
circuit, favora tLu idea that the conatniotlon of a wall was 
untie ipated. 

AKOIEMT WORKa AT MARIETTA. 




KuruiHTin* — Hwatj hlnck liJira. a. a. n. n, tt. wall* of eirti : ^ a modnd j ^ 
a n>ciLiid, LliJrtv^ Foat hii^li ; ', CLksLrationp ; /, q ternuir, ei^ht fret Jji^li ; g. Lcr- 
Tai:i\ Eilub fi-i^L 1lJ|^L ; A, liiB Turui^r bnELk uf djc rivtr : Utick liuLa luiHaaLe tnin- 
coli-iI muundi. 

This intei-eating gronp of ancient reTiiaiiis,hrie9y noticed in 
another part of thi^ work, is situated on the second terrace of 
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!lm Miiakinjrnm nver, near it« juDL-tion wUb tbe Oliio, on ft 
snntJy platn, elevnted about nne Imndred feet sibove T.bi* prosent 
bei) fif rlio I'lveTj niul is prnbnblj" one of tlie fiist wniks thst 
an'^Htbd the altfiitiim uf the eail/ eipluitrB rtf llie Oliio valley. 
It VTAs noticed by Mi", Hai'te in liia trarela of ITffUanil moi-e 
minnlelj deaciibod in Mr. Ilarria'a publEsbcd tour in 1305. 
Beveinl ft!n'v'oj8 have fiiiicc been nmde» with niiicb cr^ro and 
critlcftl Beciirncj" at ibc lime of tboir pi'wecntion. The coii- 
tinTioiis ilcinnliTioii of poi'tiojis tif tlie rrorV, in tbe mflrch of 
civil iztii ion, lid* gifen rise to some ^nirtll distTre|innc!es in iha 
nevenil delinentiona nf Uie works in (Jia^inni, ^\i]\b tlie lend- 
ing ouUiries Ujivt! neijerLliiilcfis b«en well preaorred by k!?, <idi1 
Bttempttii tu be fiiitlifuUy given in llie a]tpefidc-d cut Tbis 
pUte is fn^m fin coriy AHi'vey of tbe prcmisea mado by Mr, 
llarrio, in ISOl. Tlio woL'ka consiet of two iir^irnlftr, but 
Bomowjint eiinilflrly'roniied ecpiai-oB, tbe lurger entb^Bing an 
area of lirilo le^e tban fifty aci-es, \v]i\]e the sninller eiiibrnccB 
flboLit bidf Ilmt rtred. The town of MntJulla lieftig biid odt 
ovei- ibfTTh, llie prf»^reB3 ol* inipiuvt^niefit is nnnnidlv rodtipiTi^, 
and a few iiioie yeara will pmliably entirely de&trriy iUe last 
remains of tbis ciico mnginficent wmk. The wrIU of lho 
largest eneloeni'c, wbcrc least inteirttpted, jct ictniii nn alli- 
tndo of ub'Mit Bi^ feet, witii a base varying fmm twenty lo 
tbirty fnur ; and it ib woitliy of rcnmik, tlmt tbe pri-afer tho 
altiludi', iliL mi^re contracted i^ tbe hnnQ, Tbia gf?iiei'ttl lejitnro 
in tbe vtaII, Rii»^IninB tlia coneliiBSoii IJiiit a iinifuriidty in lii^iglit 
once previdb-d^ for ih Ta evidi^nt llmt ilia wen.1' of \]n-. wnll by 
tbe wa"li <il' rain, would inci^ase tbe base. Tlie ^jiiiiu fi'atnrB 
Ja also seen in IIiq emallev work, ihe walla of vliiL-h, from 
prcflcnt iii'liunlionfl, ncvev were bo niHEeive na tboso of tbo 
lai'^'cr W'uk. 1\t\i Bimilnrily of fjrm^ in llio f^^teml cutjstmc- 
tion of thtee proat works, pvosonlfl tbe fentm-c noticed by De- 
Coo-dab (PI tlie enliirgpnu-nt of Foit AnctenC, Tlio apparent 
Append jiL'*'fi to die smaller work liidicale a nioru iborongH 
finisli, wfdle the ndditLniial pyrninfdal wnita witliin tbe larger, 
fiustaiii lli« Idi'!! Ibat tbe nOvancing pride i't a iinv^peroua 
nntioHi, w"H ibatered ia tbe CTdar^emtnt cf tin*?!' national 
fuitreea. Tbcy aico preaout JoatiU'ca of ci oli'iling ciiaracter, 
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tliowing tliG iinfinialicd condition of the eclargcd work, by tlia 
absence of bflBtiona nt encb plnco of eritnmce, vrhlcli appear 
in the nnler fif arrHiir^riMent in tlie smaller work. 

That lliis larger work was of iiit>ri3 recent HtnjcLiire tlian tli9 
Bmaller, ia not only eviilent from llie iinfinialied condition of 
interior Hppendflgefl, but nho from it3 singular conligiiration. 
It is unlike an^v otlicr cnclaat^d etnicturc in tbo Ohio valley, 
and H entillsd to cUeBlficatior with the inipi'ovementa ot the 
era in wliit^h it was eonslmcted. 

The pyrmnldal Rtriictiii^a, <.l<?aignate(l hy^ f^atl j^, within tiie 
larger enchwiivG^ are cokissal workii, find bear sumo resem- 
blance to tlie jiyrarnidal woika of Central Anierita. The 
largest work fy), h an ohl'>aj^ square, one hundr-ed and eighty 
feet bj one huadivd nnd tliirlVi viilh a general oltitudo of ten 
feot. Midway^ on each of its eidea, aro irradcd waja, twenty- 
five foet wide find eisly feet lon^, of ji^radnal a&cent, which 
are the passsge-wiiya to the top. The work marked ^, ia 
aimllar In fonn, bat of gmnllei' diirtensioni^^ indicating an un- 
finished conditiim in the absence of one grndocJ way, it having 
but three in all- There are tsvo parallel earthen walls running 
from the wall of tfie larger cncloeuro toward the iliiskingam 
Bix hnndred and ei^dity ftct^ wllf^ a covered pfi?3age between 
one hundred and fifty feet wide. Evideneo of a fiimilar 
paiisage at the ennthwest corner^ is perceptible in lineal undu- 
lations of the earth yet appart^nt. This h also an improve- 
mcnt Df which the nmnllpr encliMnP'e is destitute; that having 
but one embankinenl'., whieh seems to have beer (Tesigned R3 
a connecting link between the fitnall circle and the sqnare. 
The relative arraiigement and general form of the exterioi 
worlra being given in the plate, and the many notices and do- 
scriptiona which have been published heretofore, render an 
elaliorflte descnption of this wnrk Eiiperftnona. 

A short distance wefit of Chillicotlie, oo Ihe north branch 
of Paint creek, there are two eniilosures eonneclod with each 
other- The largest contains an area of phont one hnndred 
and ten acres, ^nrronnded by on eaithen wall, partly encom- 
paescd by a difch twenty feet wide. Wlthiti thfa enclosure 
there ia a group of elx conical moutids, that urc aU^ suiTOaQd- 
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ed l>y & wall and ditch, Tlicae coiiicnl worka seom to Lave 
atlmcled the attention either of the tJi-at pioneere or French 
ocf^nintnt*, or poesiUy of the Indian tribes of tlmt regian, and 
were evidently uaed hy them us t^eui^jteries, Tliej not only 
L'iHitain mnny ekeletonH in difTereiit stages of decomjxjsition^ 
bnt tlie earth of which they are comiwaed, gives eviJeni-e uf 
leaving been recentJj disturbed by the mi:^tnre of vegetable 
iwortld, and by the lack of sclidity in the e&rth lying directly 
above tho dupofiitoa Cfl compared with the earth elsewhere. 
The email enclosure appended to the larger on tlie east side, 
contains an ai-ea of ahonCfixteeti acrefi, enoleeed by a wall of 
earth, witli several jOacea of entrance, but with no Bigna of a 
ditirh or<ilher ftpiendngea. 

Xear Someraetj in Perry connty^ Ohio, may yet be Been tlie 
ffagniHiits uf a wall, enehiaing about fuzty acrea, farmeil of 
earth mingled with fraj^mcuts of stone and rock proniiBCuously 
thrown togeHier, sufficient in quantity to form a wall of five 
or Bix feet in height, with a proportimial base. The principal 
opening to this eneloaiire ia protected by a I'cck of eufficient 
aiie for that pnrpose. !N"ear the centre of the enclosed area, 
there ia a larf^e tnniealed ninnnd, compoaed of earth contain- 
ing no apparent deposite. Near the eimthern extremity of the 
enclosure, there ie a alight circniar wall, resembling the malri- 
laonJal rings heretofore descrihed. 

FORT HILL. 



Kear the south line of Highland connty, Ohio, abont twelve 
rtnles ttonth of Kilkborough, is an iGokled hill^ nulike any in 
the Vicinity, its fiiUes being eteep and difficult cf access, ex- 
cept at ite northern and eoutbem angles, and its top level and 
emooth,with an area of abont fifty acree^ denaely covered 
with heavy timber. This plot of land, with an elevation of 
ftbmit five hundred feet above the level of Brush creek that 
washes its base, ia surrounded by a ditch of conaiderablo 
depth, that has beer partially filled ty the wash and wear of 
its own sides, and the deccni position of vogetuhlo mntler. 
Along the exterior edge of this ditch, extending in an almost 
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rnbTOken line aronrd Ibe summit c»f tbe liill, tljore yet re- 
fnafoa a hnpe mnsa of stx>refl Uiat'besir nn marka of mecbnnt- 
cal flrrangenient, but w-bicli wyra eviilenlly thrown prcrtniBCu- 
oiisly tngetber liy tlio baruU Cff mnn. Being pnrtljr tov-ered 
Lj a portion of the earib thro\vn from tbe ditcb, nnd tbe ac- 
cumalatiofL of vcgotftblo monM for mauj ages, tbey now 
present a -wall of oarib tnd etonc, more tban one mild and a 
liftlf in longtb, intorrnpted at mtervnle by breaks, Piippneed 
by some to bave been deel^ied for gat6waj3> But tbeeo 
breaka occnr frpq^nently at pninta naturally inflceessible, and 
tbis fact conflic'a wirb But^h n cttnclusion. By einking ebafta 
in three difierfnt placea along tbe interior oftlie wall, 1 dis- 
covered, tbat on the fluvface of tbe primitiro earth, ibe etone 
■vras not mixed with earlii as at op near the eniface, but bad 
been bnriod by earth thrown from tbe ditcb, and tbiia I 
arrive at the conclasion, that the c?o]lection of materia?, and 
tbe excavation of the ditch, were piioaecuted at one anil tbe 
eamc time, and that thiise iinaginarj gateways were left for 
the convenience of jiereons engaged In tbe coHectioi] cf ma- 
terial, designed to fonna wall, the foundation of which filionld 
rest in tbe ditcb, and be protected from the npheaying of frost 
by the replacing of the earth along ita interior and exterior 
baflo. It 13 evident tbnt a wall conipo&ed of bo great a quan- 
tity of material, built on tbe ETirfaee of the earth, would be 
iinnndlly disturbed by the frcst, and in tbe eoDStruetion of 
ench a wall out of uadre^ed material, a wld« foundation wca 
ind it^[^c'naable to secure Rtreogth and btabilify. Tt ninst of 
necessity risQ at an angle of eevera! degrees, and thus have 
in the finish a narrow Bummit, if sufficiently elevated to ae- 
cure protection from man or beast. The quantity of material 
at many points of tbe work, we suppose to be adequate to the 
conBtnicIion of suoh a wall not lees than ten or twelve feet 
above the surface of tbe area enclosed. The height of the 
wall, measuring from the huttoTii of the ditcb, varies from six 
to fifteen feet, and its Ijaae width, from thirty-fivo ti> forty feet. 
There are thirty-three breaks or openinga in tbe wall, twenty- 
two of which aro irregular and narrow; eevcral of tbcra op- 
paronily dcBJgncd to draiu the ditch, having channcU cut 
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throngh that answer tbut purpose, Thcra are eleven cacs€^- 
\raye acro^ tha ditcbf vhero Uia primitive eartJi eliowa no 
evifience of over havinf; been moved. 

Tlie points fijnet ea^y of access nppear at tlie nortliem artd 
Botithern ftnglea of tUa areii enclosed^ and at tlie&e polnU the 
opedinge and cauflowavfl are most Bpai^i^uH. The ujill, at firet 
Tiew% peerrie to lutve been furmetl it litlle below tbe brow *if 
the lull, bat a critical survcj of the work prceenta conflitlin^ 
features. It is obfierved that at several points aioiini the 
worV, where sand-stono forma tho original enifLicc en wliith 
tbe lotx^Q matoi-ialfi Tvero laid, tbe wall ia most dense, and 
towera highest, and at those poiols presents a iiniformrtr 
which 13 lees apparent ir other portions of llie work. -This 
CI rcti instance Biistjkinn the CDrclueion llmt tlie wall, in ita 
original formation occupied tlie brow of the terrace, anil that 
water produced by the malting of finow (which would natu- 
rally bo drifted bj wind afoaad a wall in fincb a» elevated 
localitj) cuntinnod annnnlly to wneh and wear the brink of 
tlie precipice, thua gradually nnderniining the walh "With 
i^ own weight it continued to give way, and elide down the 
hill, until ia (he lape of lime the obstruction was removed, 
the enow paa^ud o% and tlie fractured vrall remained ia ita 
position. It may hare required the Japao of many ages to 
give tlie siippMcd result, and wo have tho cvidencea of an- 
tiqiiity fnrniBbcd in the general itppect of the forest, abund- 
antly eiietftininp the presampCion of time. "We find tbe en- 
cloEed area Ihitkly covered with RgGd ti'oes, some of which 
are ahr> found growing in tho enrth ihrowr from the dilcli, 
and lying on a [lorUon of the stone that formed ihe interior 
haae of Ihe wall. This fact was disclosed by the uprooting 
of an oak that grew on the iaterlor edge of the wall, wijoeo 
trunk meaBurcd twenty-throe feet in circumference- There 
was also a choEtnut tioo of twonty-lwo feet in ciromnfereuce 
occupying a aimilar position. This tree was aseertaln^d to 
Lara nearly six hundred ring<i, or concentric growths, ginng 
cvidenco of alionl six cciitnriea siTice irs germiaatiim. Tli© 
oak having ]>een bhiwn down many years previoiiB to ita 
mcasaremcat, and ihc bark and amfnce enpwood having do- 
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caycd and fallen off, mfiy eafelj be estimated 03 at leaat 
eight centurica old, giving axriple LiiuB iur the preaumud 
chuTige in the fonn &nd pogitlon of the wall. 

We liave not only advanced tljo idea tliat iLis work, to- 
gether with tho grtut etooo work previtmslj described in 
Roas county, was abandoned previous to tbeir completion, 
but I la^o also given my view of tho designed mode of con- 
Btructioa. ThcBo views, founded on per^onul research, I con- 
ceive to be amply austJiLned hy the occurrence of a Glmllnr 
work of Bniullfr dimenainna rear tlie town of TTamilton, in 
But.ler county, Ohio, that npppftra in hU its parts to retain a 
perftict finieb ; tbis work is aho eituated on a high eminence 
corresponding in many reepccta willi tbi.>so clrendy d<^aoribed. 
It encloees an area of ub*>nt seventeen ncrcB, with a wull-prc- 
eei'ved wall of earth &ud etone in mingled ra^Sy giving great 
Bolidily and firmneM to the fitrncinrc. It akiita tlie brow of 
the hilt, and generally confurma to \\s outline, each place of 
entrance being well fortified within by lluea of embankment 
of catlh and stono of eingular and intricate description. Tl;ej 
are interlocked with crescent- formed walla^ and unlike any 
fuund in thie valley, and are appended to works compoeed 
entirely of earth. Tlte entrance most easy of acce^fl is also 
secured by the erection of an exterior ereacent-formed wall 
of great fitren<;ih and BuHdilj- There are but few works in 
the St'idto or Miatui v:i1leyB tbut seemed to have better wlth- 
Btood ihe ravjLges of time. 

Tber© ia aUo another work in thia valley formed of earth 
and Etono of eiinilnr dimeneiotia. It ia eitnated on tho griiat 
ITiami near Fiqna, ifi Miami county, on a high ponineulA 
that ia bounded on three aidea by small streame, trlbutariea 
ofthe great Miftini. Tlie omlinnkment is carried along the 
boundnriea of tlie iteninsnla, mid preaont^ i[i eoniigu ration an 
oval form, resembling in outline the earthen e£Ggy tradition^ 
ally tonned the tortoise. Thie en^bankineat aurronnda an 
arefi of about eighteen acres. The atones used in the con- 
Btruetron of tbia work are walor-worn, and were probably 
taktjn fram the bed of tho Great Miami, afl there are hut few 
remaining in that atream witliin aeveral miles of the work. It 
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eottmtrMJi stmw cf mmj •Jngalarij-tonttad eftrtb-works ia 
th0 adjfteMkt vflUejt wve ^ vltieK iwantlc th* woib of 
DOflb«nrIIIiiioif , lowft, flod VUc<4uin. SwDeoTUicte are in 
■ebaII circkv, eni|«e», Ukd crewentii- Tfae w*wk tm the |«tii[>- 
Aala, bovener, docA ivd pfeacDt U»e sc4idilT In strDcltirp np- 
psrent iji botue other works of the Mime cIam. Haring in lEt 
ori^n&l prrjfioftiooft oMve eulk, it hu cou«4]iieiitTj snffen^ 
more frstn the ^Mtk mttd we«r of rvin fttid 6nt It is & r^ 
markAh1« £ict thai whercrer th^ £in&ller vorfc« composed of 
eanb aod atcBc Kpp«Ar ia tb« Ohio vtUey, th^y gfin^rmWy 
tear the r<.^atur«« oft tetter and more ihorotagb ^obb tkfln 
lb(»e of the largest prDportions. I hftv« not jet been able lo 
diacover an^ of tLid class of works Id the great rallej nf ibc 
Miuiuippi, enclwing areas of orer tventy-five acrca, ikiat re- 
tain tbe features i-f a rc^ar or fin&I €niah; from vhich I in- 
f<9r that tlic TTiouDiIa of stone and earth vcrc the la^t workd of 
the earlhcTQ mi:mnd hniliJ^rs; that lliev vere crectcU for do- 
fence, ia finlicIpatiL^n of an ae^iiU from a foreign enemy, 
deemed mere potent in m^ans of ftfifiault tban tho^e with 
wliiujL they Lad prevloualj: contended, aitd bj whom ibej 
were fiJtaltjr cDnqoered and redaced to the servility which 
readied Jo ihe loial eviJiiciion of their nauonality. 

It appears to me apparent also that the valley drained hj 
Ibo Ohio nvor^ from tbo Alleghany monataias to the MbeU- 
Bippi wiift the piflce of colliaian. TliiB conclnsion is finetalnod 
hy the fact that nearly all the works ofeaiili^ or of earth and 
atone, that aeem to haue been, designed for military purposes, 
and which are of any conaiilerable ma^nilude wi?st and north 
of those mounlaipfl, are found in thlavallej; and there ifi prob- 
ably no part or portion of North America in ^bich the ori- 
denesa of a more ntmoroua ancitnt population are more defi- 
nifely marked ; not only in the api^earanco of works of great 
riifiK"ili3'^e designed for defence, but aleo in tho immense 
iiuinhcr nml comidicnted an-an^em^t of extensive enrih- 
works adjacent to each other, nnd eridently desigTied for 
oHier purpf>fleft, as well an the innnmeraltla small works that 
adorn the hilla and the i^lains Siotn Ihe MiasisBippi to the 
UonoDgahela. 
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HflvinE obtained from De-coodah what I esteemed llie in- 
ierefiliri^ and reaaonablo OK|:ilanfltion of tbe design of llo 
ftmalgnmation moncd t>f Miitcoda, I bootj ilisGoverud a (Cor- 
responding dpgrseof plausiliilit^ in Lis ti-aditinns of llie origin 
and use of otber£, autong wliit:]! I number the inouads oFihI- 
gration. 

TlioQO mounda, of varioua forms but regular in armngo- 
Tnent, we dieoover interepereed tlirongbont tta entire vale of 
lljG upper MissiBBippi, running from llie north to the HoutL, 
and from the west to the east, fre([nBntly diverging from those 
lines hy follnwing the bighlaadti, or dividing ridgee lojfween 
leading strcflins or large vat er-cou race. Elongated embaLt- 
mental with intermediate conical mounda of small dimeaaione, 
nbonnd meet in this order of airangomcnt. TLeae are eome- 
tiiiies accompanied by small effigies, but are more frequently 
vitbont them. The migration memorial ranges differ fi"om 
naiioTud lineid ranges, not only in the in-pgnlnrity of dislanee 
between groups, but also in their more distant and remote lo- 
calities. Their mig^rating impoH, however, is better knowtf 
by their relative priBitioii, as eecn in each gixjup, and by tbe 
variety of aize and form preserved in ail the groups of tUo 
same range- 
Having bean informed by De-coo-dali tbnt tbero were 
many ancient works of direra iuipoi't in wliat he termed the 
Loly land that eurrounda the four lakes in Wisconeio, I pre- 
vailed on him in the beginning of tlio autnmu of lS43j to ac- 
company me ou a viait to tboee regii>ne. We descended the 
Misftiefiippi from my trading p<.*Bt en Koot river^ to tbe west- 
ero terminus of what he termed the highway of nations, but 
better known in rnodenk time as tbe old Indian trail, mrming 
from Lake Michigan to tbe Misaisnippi river, I have bat 
little doubt, however, that this trail occupies tbe beat nntuml 
line for travel between those two great waters, and hafl heen 
used for very many ages by the anciout inbahitanta of those 
regions, and will continno to be used hs the great tboroughfare 
iu time to come to tbe fnl) eoneummation of its ancient and 
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dignified title; Uiftt it will lead ftlung throngb tbe holy la&d 
tbfi ■DDfi of all natioDB, pf-eaenting to their neflr th^ remaming 
relics of a cuGtoin gomi niiivef^^, bat now to all alike no- 
ImowQ, 

In parsning tbia trail, ©ren tbe nn^st lodiffereDt traveller 
con not ioM to observe an<i feel an interest In tLe mj^teriouB 
rains prt^&ented to view« in ibe greatest diverBi^of fonn, and 
bj tli^ir numbers indiealire of an indnEtiy wd cDcrgy be- 
coming tbe most energetic and ambitions naliom of ilie earth. 
Having previously given the forme and figures uf thts moet of 
tliofie relics, as seen ia relative poskion^ at various otLer 
points, I nioj now proceed to notice tnch figures jf tlje ln>ly 
land as are rarelr seen in any otLer region with wliieh 1 Lave 
Jjeretofi>re been personally fiimiliar- Among tbo&e iLo moonda 
of inigiration stand moat conEpicuons. Tficy present A ^ronp 
or range of aniinnl effigies^ nnllke any tLut I Lad previooslj 
observed in physii^ftl form, witli tlje excepLii.in of one seen in 
tlid valley of llie Scioto, diSering, Lowever, In Tetative Ar- 
rangement fmm all eHigiea lieretofore noticed. 

TLey arc aometimea enclofied within an oblong cii'cular 
area, eunounded by an earthen wall* witli no other appen- 
dage, ne roprceentcd in Cut Z, &g. 2. Tlla group is scattered 
nlon^ tlio trail, forming an unbroken rango of noarjy three 
Imndied and sevanty-Hve poke in length. It commeneca 
with a eonicnl mound of nbont fifty feet in base dinmeter, and 
fotir ill liciglit, composed of eaiid and aiihi^a mingled with 
amatl {i\\» of (?haicou1, reaetnliling in &i£e, furm, and maU^nal, 
oLlici-a fijLmd in tbii adjacent ci^imti^, and along the Rock 
river, in Illinois, and on tLo Wal>neh- It was reco^iecd by 
De-eoo-daii, aa a funerul yiile u'faerG the body was con- 
Kinn^d after death. The second noticed in the range was aa 
elongated work or wiill aliniit fifty-one feel in length, twelve 
wide and lluee in lieif^lit, and was cnmiiostd of clay, similar 
to thiLt found beneath tlie Burface aoil in Uie vicinity. It ia 
IradUionidly iTpj'eeented to be a national monnd. The third 
IB presented in tlie form of a hurnaa figure one hundred and 
forty feet long, thirty-one fei:t broad, iiicuBuring ntroes Xht^ 
body, with projeciCionfi on either aide seventy feel in length, 
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representing arras. Tho Icga ilivor^o from the body, fcrty- 
five feot in loogtli, and nt Uieii exlretniiies aro Geveulecn feet 
opart, tliLiB pi'^senting the f^irin of n prostraLo liiiniiiu fignvGf 
wlUi arms fltid ftet expanJed ai full lyngiL. Tlie litniJ <j1" iha 
effigy iFi ipVfcll'projiujiiinied \\ilti tlie lioily, being abuuL twenty- 
fiya feet in bjiae brcadtli. TLe fourtli and iitUi wtJita in tbo 
I'ange aro BLUkilar iu funn and inatonul to llie eecuud, but of 
larger pi'cportiuns i tho ono being eighty, and llic oiLt-f ttJiO 
liofidred and t^Tciity feat bnig. 

Tbe siiclh wcn'k ia a nii-cnlH-r will I, enclosing an area of hbont 
Beventy-fivtf [oet in basu diameter, v:\t\x an tsliivalicm of about 
two itut, and is locfited aLioiit lif^y feet noilb of ttio Viueal 
range. It waa reprcaontcd bj Do coo-diih as liaving been de- 
eigned to form Ibo Liafo of a Becoud fonoralpilo of iargor 
diincnaions tliau Ibe first, but it was deBtrlod and lull in an 
naSuisbtd condition by its pi-i^joctora. The sev<!uMi w^irk in 
tbe range h an aininal tffigy> about one liundrod feet long and 
tweatydwo \n breadtb, witb a general dcvati^^n of nearly Jliree 
feet^ and resembles in furm tlioae Ruind in tlie vicinily of Caes- 
ville and on Ibo eaat aide of tlio Mieai&sippi, from tlio junction 
of RH>uk river to tlie junction of the Wia^jonein, It aho re- 
eemUea tlie enclosed animai efflgy of tlie Scioto valley in iho 
absence of a tail, wbicb U aUo a eingiiknty tbai cbarjifrcrizea 
the entire group of aniiiin) effigicR at lliie point, and ilislin- 
guiaLe:^ tlieiu from many otlioi~s that are found in tlie surround- 
ing country. Cut tluM^ 16 yet a more elmiijE^o peculiarity in 
tlie relative poaitionof this effigy to tho remaining cffi^ica that 
farm ibe r,iugQ, wbfcb we bave tailod to disaover in any other 
rer^ge ber-etofore examined. lt& arningemeut in tbe gronp n 
trau»vorae. National moumls in lim?al ranges, fHypii'ntly 
cccor in transverse poeition, wliile efUgfes in those liaea are 
never bo found. Tlic eigblh and ninth works in the range are 
eiinilar ia confignraMon to the second anrl fourth described, 
but are of smaller dime'isiona, occupying interelianfired posi- 
tions, ibe larger work being placed in tlie I'ear ; bolfi works, 
however, have oiut'oLuiily in orib?r. Tlia tenth, elev<?nth, 
twelfrb, and thirteenth work^ in Ibe range, are animal effigies, 
and the lirst, ae(^ond, and fouiih, of Ih^i&e have' gcuoral uni- 
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formitr in form, Tlie ihlni^ r^bembllng Ae Mnsreree effi|fT, 
ditTi^ra in tLc fonn of tfte bead from tbelhmtiritli whtrli it is 
dtrw;tlj" RseocUU'd, Tbe ttrurtecatli work ia a nAlAorail mouDd, 
Similar m form to thoee previoo^ly de^ribed ia the nnge, and 
occupied a poeitJon Ij^lween tLc foarih and tiftb rtgnlarlr- 
Qiranged Vina of e£Sgie6, sepsrating Ibe fiftecntli from Uie 
tliirtecnth work in tbi? gryjnp, tbe fiiieeotb work being ftn Aiu- 
mal (^ffijiv, Tbe lael in the lino prteents perfect ideality in 
general confignrBliciEi vilL ibe trSTii^^vers^ find fuartb c^ffi^res 
in the fitiiniiLl range. Tliesc three difier m pbT&Jcal fortvL 
from the other three, in the protuberance of the bodj bcTotid 
tbc btnder-1cg« and m the genernl confi^raEion of the heul, 
%cJii!e the other tlirec preeent nnifoTinitj in Ihe natoral prcpor- 
tiotia and forta of tbe hcaJ^of aqaadniped. Tbe trnrLsrerGe, 
cr fiivt nnimal tffigv, m connection wirb Ibe fonrtb, eixlb, and 
lasi effigy In the rnnge, present in tUe genoral con figuration 
cif ibe lifad, nn elongaiioa that reBenibles tbe beak of h bijJ- 
Wliile tboae effigies preserve general aFuforinity in base ^idcb, 
tbcy varj- in length from ten to twentv-sls feet; tbe Bmaller 
being niuetj feet m length, occnpiee a front poaition in (iic 
Targe. The GJxtoentb work being a national monnd, similar 
in firm and dimendona to ihe last deecribed of that order, is 
located a little E'>ntb of tbe main line, diverging fi-om tbe eamo 
to tlie fioatbe^t. 

ITaving described the extent and relalu'e p<«ition of the 
effigieSMri [h\b group, the reader is refj^rred for fjrm to Cut 7^ 
fig. 3, ftjf <iuadrupcds, and to Cnt IVf, for the form of the 
buman e(Bgy, wbere a fuilbfid delineation will appear, omit- 
ting tl;e funerabpilc tbat is poitrayod between the feet of that 
figni'c. TVo may now proceed to detail the troditions of De- 
coodab relating to thecrigin and he e of those strange symbols. 
Jla^'iiig been frequently noticed and pai'tially described hy 
Tfti'ioTia wriiere in periiiJicnla nnd other literary communieii- 
tions, a diagnin of the work ia deemed ^nperfluoiia jn tliia 
contieelinn. The reader is refeired to the fitithful delineation 
given i>y Mr. R. C. Taylor, and published Jn tbe first volume 
of the Contributions, t&c., by the Smithsonian Ingtitutionf on 
page 120 of that work. 
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*^Tl»ese" aaltl De-coc^djib^ "are memoriAla of mlgralion, 
ftnd belong to a portion of tbe ancictit inbiibitnnla of tbc great 
city ifi tho vicinitj of Cnsavillo, [Soo Cut It] Here wo bo- 
liold tlia six animal effii^iea, Bliglxttj diffortng in fi>rm, hyui- 
bolizing tbe inigratiini of tliQ six hribeSj hthI ixbsence c»f iLe 
tttil to each effigy, renords tbe circamstance Uint n ijortion of 
eat'b tnha was dianierjbyrcd and left bebiiid. la Ibtir iiiijrra- 
liun soHlh, Ibey torricci in these regL0u3 mitil after the death 
of their* lender, oe indicntad in tbo liuman effigy. Tbreo of 
tlie tribes descended fj^m tbe ancient Buffalo nation, as rep- 
resented by ibij natural form of Umt animal, but tbe remain- 
iag three deacended from tribes tbat were governed by the 
§overeign eap^les tbat frei|iient!y jippear in effigy on tbe liigh- 
Iftuds of tbe liickftpoo, nnd at Prairie du Obien. [See Cut S,] 
Their genealogy ia iiLdicated in tbe beat attacled to the head 
of Ibo tbree biped offi^ies^ Tbcir nilerj or leader^ was do- 
Bcendcd from the eagle Iribee^ hr prelignred in tbe tranEvcrse 
poeitiou of tbe biped animrLl effigy; tbat poeinion also is tbe 
recoid of Lia death, in connection with tbe human efflg-y. 
Tbe nfllionalj or oblong mounds, situated between tbe trana- 
Terse tffigy and the continuous range, being unoi^ual in length, 
tbo lungeet being adjacent to tbe departed niler, indicates his 
superiority, while the ehoi-tcr work adjacent to and in range 
with the oblong work and eontinuoua lino of effigies, relates to 
Lis successor, and record* his youth at the time be becfime 
rulfir of the tpibe»^ The third effigy in the advancing rnngp^ 
liav'ing the bird*8 heed, memorial i7,eH tbe coiLtinuona disHnc- 
lion between tbe nnlted tribes, and the leadhig e^gy being 
of the biped i-ace, indicates that tbe descendants of tbe englos 
retained t ho ruling power in their migration. The inr'reaeed 
Jerigth of tbe oblong, or national mound, eeparating tbe 
governor from tbe govemecl, bears record of tbe growth and 
rifling influence of their ruler during tlieir sojourn in the holy 
land ; tbe oblong mound in front of tbe leading effigy di- 
verging sijntb, renorda the eoni'ae observed in their firjal mi- 
gration or departure from the holy land. The mingled poBi- 
tion observed ia the erection of those commemorative monu- 
mental indicates matriraonial Amalgaakation among all the 



s» 



trib«a Morj£>n^ to tliifl nffwotiJalMn of pcMra^ mnd '^ it 
thna^** aaid D^coo-diL, " ve Bccoaiit fiir tbe strange xtsd Qti- 
Dfttnrft] Gofifigurmtkniof ]>if^ftiidotLcra&>iiiftUfBeea ia paint- 
ing: nttd ecalptnrc on mcka, in cBTem^^ ftcd sccladed places, 
wh^^re lb€j bare bc«n prot^ctcid from the we&r of time ia the 
positions tbey occtipj/' 

Th«r« >re maiDT eSgie* of virioiu forms in the rc^km 
Vtrderin^ o(i the four lakeft^ bat wt only recog&b^ tlte bi^nid 
tffi^v &t tLe aforesaid pc>mt ; I kare, however, eince diecorer^ 
e<l two groTipa c^f tliat form in cooncctkin ; three Te^mbling 
tlioee near the 1>1dc TnoQnd&, about twelve mUed bclov Lafaj- 
ette, oil ibd Wabash. Thejr were located three on either side 
of that Hrer. The groopi, being about three miles distant 
ffom each other, oo-opy a fioutbesat line, with the fa?ad of 
each efB^T poiultng ea^lward, but are mnch smaller id coit- 
strncliun, the li^Dg^st being ouljr tbirtT-«Sx, and the ehorte^ 
twenty-seven feet in length- Located on cnltirated land, each 
seae-nii tends to deface, and a few years will entirely obliterate 
tiicm. East and Gcnth of these gronpe, I have dbcnvered no 
vorks Birailar in eonfigamtion, except that found enclosed in 
tlis Stiijto valley (previonsly noticed), and repreeenled fis the 
funeral-pile of the last cbief cf Lbe sLc niigraling tribes. 

Tliat a migration from the valley of the upper Mtaai^eippi 
U> that of the Gctoto,d!d occur at some er^ is further attested 
ift the appearance of lbe remains cf tlie evmbolicnl aerpcnt, 
Ao comrnon in Juwa and iho territory west, in connecItoD with 
the trad itional Tortoise and eacrificlul appendages, && well k& tl>e 
trianjralar worka and the crescent form. On a hill in Adams 
connty, in Ofiio, in the vicinity of the ihree forks of Emsh 
creek, my aUenii<.in was called 1o a view of this remarkable 
work in the spring of 1S32, by Mr. Jaiiiee Dluck^ a celebrated 
bee hnnter, resident in the vicinity. This gronp of works is 
l<>(;iited on a high crescent-formed hill^ occnpyit^i; a poGiticin 
tliat commandfi nn extensive yiew of the lower land and alTu- 
vial terrncee ofBrueh creek, above the base of which it towers 
to the height of about one hundred and fifty feet. The visit 
being accidental, I was nnnble to obtain iLe acfzurate dimen- 
Bi'in of ihe work; a plan of ivhich has^ however, been since 
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giueiiT and piibliehed hj tlio SmitlisoTiian InsfitiilioTi. Thifl 
crescenf-formed liill preaeiil* a oniivex, or sliglitly-oval sur- 
fftc4?, of iiliDtit fifrj paces in wiilth, ami tbree liimOi-ed and 
furty in lenglbj mefisuring fi'ora ila connection wilh U^e main 
land to i\s extreme tcrmimig^ On Its Buintnit may be Been, in 
effigy, lliQ form of a bwge serpent, to wbicli ia appended, in 
effigy, at cr neRf the point of \]ie bill, Uie body of a tortoifte, 
inea9iiririgflboutfi1>y paces in lengLli, by twenty*iicin breudth, 
ita pn?ale3t pLTpendicular altitude being about four fvi](, pre- 
fcenling an oblong oval antf^ice, confLiniiin^ in figure to llie 
back of that aniinixl. Diverging from tliis effigy, and conf-n-m- 
irg to the cnrvc ol' the iiill, in gi-acofal Ecrpentinc nninktiona, 
liea the efli^jy of a serptinr, lunning back about two bundrod 
And tbirty pacee, with a central ba^e diamoCer of about ten 
pucefi, ^vlth a sli^liC pdnlnict.ion to Llio liead and Tiiil ; ite cen- 
tral altilade id nbouL tivu i'wl, gradually de&cendin^ to (be 
head nnd tail. Itcan not fall to present totliceye of the most 
skeptical oUsciTcr, the form of flu ftnoconda or huge enake, 
witb wide distended jawa, in the act of devoiirinf^ ite ju'ey. On 
(lie back of tbe toi'toiae was a aflcrificiivl allar, bearing the im- 
presflof inTeneobeat. TiiU altar conformed in ita ronstrnction 
to the body on which it restt'd, presenting an oval ilgnre, form- 
ing, in comparative miniature, a stone tortoise. The nnrfaca 
wftB composed of water-wHslied rock, evidently obtained at some 
distant point, and bcniing no impression of Jirc. On rcmOTing 
the an rfaeo'Co coring, I camo in contact with a more solid strac- 
Im-e of larger atones, bearing the impreas of intense hont, and 
my tii"5t impressions were tlmt it Lad been conetrncted by the 
iTtdian^, and naed as a furnace to «melt orea of Home kind. 
Under tbia impression, I obtained a crowlrar and some hund- 
Bpikes, and at a cobI of mncli labor, 6ii:;ceeded in raining the 
entire stone-work, hoping to find some relic of metal in confir- 
mation of my opinion ; bat in this I failed, and was compelled 
^:J leave without coming to any aatiafaetory conclusion relatLva 
to tliG origin or nse of tlie worV, 

Tlie serpent terminntes in a triple coil at tlio tail, near wblcli 
there ia nnoiber tortoise, of mncb smaller dimensions, however, 
than the other, that presents no stoue-work, or other indbja- 
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tions nf fire, Nenr the centre nf l.lie latlimiia that connects 
tliB main land vr'\i\\ the crcsireiit, tbere JH a large tnirc-ati^l 
Tnovind tliat was f^nTued cf (?artli and earid rningltd wiili char- 
cojO and slaked ft^hes. On either side of tLe bead of lUe 
great serpenf^ llicvc are tpmrgiiliir worka of email diincTiBioTKi, 
but in figure tliesaniQWitb tLosofonrd in Wieconeln and Min- 
ncaotfl. iSce Cut P, fig. 3.) T!ie MinneeoU worke only difftr 
from tbose preaenltd in ibe apjiended Cut U, fig. 3, in the 
more jfcerfect rotenlionoforigitinl ('itT[i\. TliL'CLinon* Irnveller 
muy view WLtli ngtonij^litnent^ aiid^ the anti^juiLrinn describe 
witli accuracy, tlie singular furms and eateiit of tbose Btmnge 
relics of antiquity, witb an intervening epace cif bnnclrede nf 
mtlcB, and lliiis tWm eomc ideauf tiieire^i tent and magnitude ; 
but it la not until ihey have been fuitLfully |K>rtrajed in dia- 
grams, and pliioed side br side, tbjit we realize ibeir affluity 
(ir |n'obnlile nniri>nn design- 
Let tlio reader contrast tbe serjientine range of conical 
mounda located on llie heifrlitB ijf EizHtict'a yio'int^ in Ti»wnj 
conforming to tlie serpentine rung© of tlje bigb land on yi\Hfh 
it reata (aa seen in Cut H, fig. l). witb the figure eeeii in Cnt 
Ujfig. 3i pitnntcd en a towering crceccnt-fi^rmed bill m Adding 
county, Obio, and he will nut fail to rocognitio a elritlng affinity 
in form, position, and relative arrangement, in tliose strancQ 
aud fiir- separated works, WJiila fignros 2 and 3, Cut II, 
present identity in Htructiire and tiyiribol, dilTeiin^ ttlighfly in 
relative position, eo striking, indeed, Js the Biniilantjr be- 
tween all of tlioBc worksj thnl were they all ft<^jacent li> each 
olh^-r, common conaent would at onco concede unity of origin 
and use. 

And, in connection with tbcee, we ha^e only to advance n 
few mitea norlli To tbe vicinity of Granville, in Lickirig cunnty, 
Ohio, and we perceive, situated on a bigb and benntifnl 
natm-nl niiinnd, resenibling in figure the greiifpr arti ficliil 
truncated worka uf The west, the effi>ry of a huge animal, re- 
BeinbJing tbe traditional alligator of lowft, Wiaconsin, And 
noitliem Illinois. (See Cut U, tig< I.) Adjacent ia an altar 
of fltone* similar in form and feature to »bnt proviouBlj' de- 
Ecrib^d in connection with tbe Brush creek serpent and tor- 
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toHQ. The elevated position of tlioee strange works, toQ;et]ier 
"Wtth tlie unily of their appcndflges, we conceive, at Icnet, en- 
titlcH tlicin tc identity iu clfi6Bi6cation ami national origin, 
and goes far to suEt&iii tLe tr&ditional Liatory of ancient mi- 
g ration. 
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CHAPTER XXXJ. 



TnK ABOIBMT AMERICANS FKH'TRAP. 



IT ia avipposed bj' some, tbat a portion of the monTid -build era 
-■- etibsietcd mucU on fieh, atid Ihia presumption ia »^^^a^ned 
ly eovera) faota iir^od in it.-^ support, to wit: mnnj of tlu-ir 
gieatoet woiliB are located alonrj giich water-coji-eea and lakes 
AH abound most witL fitb of fine flavor and large aiae, while 
in IliB vicinity of water-cnurBOS Thut fnil in autumn, whore 
fisli JLTe rartly fiiiciri iJi abiiadnccej ftw eai th-worka appear. It 
hae alec been ftrgaed that they were an agT'Cultord people, 
with on equal show of reagcn in somo localities, such as thoec 
of tho Miami, Sciotf>, &c,, where these works appeor enr- 
romided by an exceedingly fertile soil; but & view of eonic 
great and exleTiaive works bordering along tlie northern lakes^ 
surrounded by a aaody, barren soil, remote from their more 
fertile lands where none appear, would eeem to conflict ia 
some degree with the latter opinion ; that they were extreme- 
ly fond of fieh is, however, additionally attoeted in the dia- 
covorj of Iheir trndilionnl tiah-trnp, that would seara to have 
been Inrmed at llio expense of much labor; this trap, or fish- 
pot, WHH fiii-xned by puCring a bde in the eolid rock, in the 
bed or bottom of a living stream of water, from three to ti^'e 
ieot in dinmeter at tho mouth, or surface, and fi-om five to eix 
at tiie bottom, prcBenlingj theiritcnor form of a churn or lirtin, 
Theiie Imps are from eight to twelve feet deep, and are made 
Hftiooth nronnd the top or rim, covered with a thin flat rock 
fitted on, with a round or square liole in the centre of about 
twelve incliea in diameter; thia hole fa closed at will, with k 
stone fltopple perf*irate<] with small hole?*, and droflaed to flt 
Tiejilly; T Jificuvcrcd fimr cf those ancient fi&h-pots on a 
small tributary of the St, Peter's river, that flowed from three 
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large springs, all of wliicli rlae wUlan one mile of tlie river, 
and unitQ about mkl^r'aiy between tlieir scpQrces and con^nence. 
About ten poles below their jiinction Uiey flow ever the aor 
fiice of a Eoft elalG I'ock in wliicb four oscflvnticnfl ae bati>ra 
described nppoarf and fa abort dlBt^ucf} bel^^w, I discovered a 
eCopple as before deacrili^d, (bar; ^ttcd neatly the oap of one 
of ihe cenfrnl velk, TIiq *iL«eL of wster iiowitig over tie 
ivella was about lerl incbea in deptli; De-coo-dah being with 
me fit tlic time of tbe discovery remarked, Oiat many of those 
wella could be found in otbcr streams tliat wcro now filled 
'with rand and Btone, and tbna roraamed uncbeerved \ and 
that llicy wore anciently made and nsed as reeervoirs To secure 
Ush f»r winter supplips ; thnt those fish were oblniLied by de- 
positing large quaiititiea of food, or bait^ in tlie well to which 
tbe fish gatbered logetber in tbe fall, and when a large num- 
ber bad congrcgnted, Ibc stopple was introduced, atid thus 
prevented tbe egcapc of aucb b£ could not pass through the 
boiea; tfiose were fed nnd retained for winter finppllee, and 
were easily taken in the tiae of a net made for that purpose; 
on tbe dincovery of Biiiiilar wells in Paint creek, in Ro§a 
comity, Ohio, they becamo the suliject of much conjectural 
apeculation, aome supposed Ibem to have been formed iu dig- 
ging for Bait, others f^r paint, mineral, or precious slones; 
while others ottribnted their origin to nnturiil canscs, but none 
assigned to them any particular design ; but, without stopping 
to make further intjuiry, T dcom the tiiulitional history of De- 
coo-dnh most rational, and recngniflo in it the discovery of a 
long lost ait, In tbe economy of fisliing, that may again ha 
profitably adopted by any lliat are in tho possession of good 
fipriogs, or brookfl of living water, at a small coat, 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

DEPOSrTES OP HIHAL. 

THE untlqnUiesoftlje race^wlinse domiDion under (he mlo 
nnt] reign ofclvilizntiuii isfrtst declining^ ifievilrtbU- d^ioiJied 
tij epeeOy eilinctioiij lie slironded in the dark\4*il orOitj for- 
potten paat, Oiesnbjectoi conjectural spcculeHon, of wlioin wo 
Ifnow but litllo beyond tlic ein of tlie peraorni iiitcrcimrse of 
Eui-opeaa nations wilhin tlic past thrcQ ceotiirii^^ eavQ tliroiigh 
tho uncertain ligbta *>f fading tmdition. TUa origin of Ibo 
Norlb American Indian la ev*?n more mysterious in Ibo alv 
sence of nntifiiiarinn lelica of nrt orenlef'ljriae tban tliiit of ibe 
inound-bnilder, whoee dominion Btanda recorded in nionu- 
mcntal efFL>rl', in one unbroken belt around the glube. Yet 
cacb })fiTC in tbcir tnrn leH memonnls cbnractcrizing distinct 
iiatioTiality; but tUoEiB memonaU mingled^ mixed, nnd ecrat- 
tennl abroad, on or near tbe enrfice of llie oarib tbrongbout 
ibia entire continontj entombed in tbe monnd, or biined hj 
avalancbcB, or bnge landfilidea fmm tbe billB or nioutilaina in 
our westisrn vales, render aatisfuctory diecriminatEon exceed- 
ingly difficult; and, in addition to, Ibie, Iba early pioneeving 
of three nationfl, to vit — Ibo Spaniard, tbe Frencli, ard En- 
glish, each jcalons of tbe otbor, and Gi>cnl;iiig difFi?rcnt Inn- 
gnage, and occupying distant loealities, with varions Iheologi- 
cal emblems tbat, under ibe prevaiUnj^ cnetoms within ibgir 
BGi'eral localitiea wore enfonibed with tlieir bodiea^ or per- 
mitted tc> aeeompany tbeir bones tbat b!eacbed tlio earlL; 
Iben add to these the variona trappings of their military co»- 
tumce, and it no longer Tcniaine a matter of wonder tbat great; 
diversity of art> funn, smd f nieb, should pervade among the 
relicB that in modem limca are disentombed. In the onward 
tn&rcU of [mprovoment, agricnllnrd, ai't, ecience, and liCerft- 
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tav&y WG have only to compare llie reljca foHni willi ilia 
known ernbleiits and coatiitnea of tljoae fieverik! mcea wllliio 
tlio last tlirte centuiies to accoiuit ralionallv fur tlie ptescnco 
and appeavmice of xnanj of tbem ; great caution, Lowevcr, is 
licccssory m arriving at correct corKliiaione reepocting the an- 
tiquitiiifl in <iiiofilioii, U&l lb© tcmaii^fl of one be niistitkon and 
attributed to nnoliier; a corrcfijionding disc»rimiiiJLtic*ii m ihe 
form, construction, position, and ailnptotion of tlie various ar- 
rangeineuta of eartlien sli-iictures, h cr^iially iiecesflarj in ar- 
riTitig at correct or ru'aaonable coDclufiiona relatire to llicir 
origin and nae. TIjIb fiict the reader will readi!)" realize in 
view of tlio cuta prcvitjusly inaertcd in tliJa work, rcpreaealing 
military fortifications of the present age, that if permitted to 
I'Qtiiain unmoleslcdj in a firw ccnCuriea tliuir cotrospoTidirig 
form nnd rehitiv*? arrangement would tranafur and identilytliem 
witli the winks of tbe moiind-builderK of eras long gone by. 
Tlie remains of Tort Necessity on llie T^nrel liill, erected U* 
cover tljB retreat of BraddocVa defeated army, now weaia tlie 
aspect of antiquarian cngui, and in the abacaco of IjLstorlcal 
record, would now bo dnsacd witli the muuods, Thid cir- 
cumstance, in connection witb tbe fort^gofni^ remarks, woold 
seem to sustain tfm tradiiiona of De coo-dab relative to tbe 
amalgam at ion nnd exrioction of ancient uationfLlity, niid 
stren^lliene Uie cojielusion, ibal diversity of form and identity 
of relative arrangement originated m dlatinut natiuDulJIy, of 
which the araal^^amated effigies beor record. 

There ia ixUo so Btriking a rescmblauce between the modern 
Gtructnrcfl of Fort Uamilloa and Fort Mciga, on tlie Miami 
and Maumee rivers, and many of three eartL-worke in the same 
regions whose origin is cntli^oly lost in the lapse of time, that, 
in tlie absence of literal record Ibey would soon inoif^a into, 
and be roas(*nably recognised as having originated in com- 
mon with the monnd-bnildera. And wbcn wc bring into ac- 
connt the beauty and fertility of tins fuecinatlng vde, to well 
adapted to the wanfa of man civiliicd or saviige, in tbe pro- 
duction of vegetation oi' tbe propagation of gamCi it no longer 
remains a n)ftllQr of wondei' tliat it should have teemed with 
conteutioci for occu]xiiiGy Id past riges, and In tbo cbange and 
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variety of mftnnera and costumes, would neceaaariljr give m« 
to divereity in form of symbols in sculpture, and relntive-ai^ 
r-iTia^ement in momimental record. And lLii3 it h thnt mAry 
<*f tlierelica that lava been diacarered belonging tn rtMiioleaiv 
tiqnity, Itflva ItecomG merged wiih tlioso of more recent urlgjii, 
tljal find ft generiil disclaimer among the present race of In- 
dians relalii'B to origin oi' use wilL tlem or their anccalova, 

Tlic viiib valloy of tlio Miasiaeippi seems long to baye liecu 
tie fjivorita abodo of ihe Indian, but ia now becoming iho 
Iiome of a ponioji of Ibe fiurplus popnlalioii of mnrj' nnlions 
that Are Hotting out tie most ancr^nt trail of tlie IndisTk, niid 
levuiliiig wiLIl Lite enrtlt the last remaiua of an older raci; vf 
men, disiatemiig their idols, and sncl^ oiler relics as ^^ere 
formed of materiala indcBtrnctiblo in thoir natai-e^ together 
witli olhera susccptihlo of con'oeion, omon^ which wo find 
apecimeus cf art unknown among eavAge DatloiiB, as presenlod 
in the appended cat 
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Ccppnr plauK 



Tq removing the earth that formed a conical moimd in the 
town of Maiiettn, in Ohi<i, tlis two articles hero presented 
"wero disinterred; tliey ap]>eai' to have been buried with lh« 
body of some peraon whose remains were yet apparent in tlio 
presence of human borjca stifficienlly pcrfuct to wai'rant tUcir 
identity sa ench- 11)6 eii'cnlar p)alc wnB formed of copper, 
overlaid on one aide with a thick plato of silver; the copper was 
nearly reduced to an oxyde, or rust ; llie eilver waa black, bat 
not imtdi conoded, and by mbbing liPL-mne LrighL Tho 
front cr [itated side of tlila aiticle U eliglitly convex, Willi ft 
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lapreesed centre, and mensured Uvo and a qrnrtcr indiM 
acroM tbo face, en the back siJe opjmsite tUe cK'prcaaioTi, 
There wna a copper rivet passiT^g tlirongh Iwo fie}uLrato platcBj 
that Bcem to have been designed ns fitavs or snp|*nrla in ffvat- 
ening the pluto ti> leather, as there waa a emali iJiecc of 
leather found between llie plfttcs that eomcwhat resembled iho 
skin ofa mummy, haring been preeerved by tlje suite of Iho 
copper. There was also around the rivet a snlfttance th:vt re- 
aambled flaj, in a tolemble state of preservation ; this articU 
resetnblod the "boseeSj or ornament appended to tlie belt of 
broad-eword of the ancient Briton. Tliis plate lay on the 
face of tbo slcclcton, preecrving the bone as it did iUq leather 
and Hat. Near the side of the bodj^ was found a plate of 
BilvcraiK inches in lenpjth, and t^ro in brendili, rhat weighed 
abont one onnce, ornamented with three Ion giuidinal lidgea, 
having four holeB as seen in tlie cut. 




There were also several pieces of a copper tnbe filled with 
iron rnst fonnd n^ar Ihia plato. Tlieae arliclea nre Rnpposed 
to Imve been attached to the cqaipeige of a atrord ; but no 
other indication of ench a weapon waa apparent, save a email 
quantity of what was believed to bo iron-rust. Noiir tlic feet 
of tbu filceleton was fLinnd a boh of copper, weighing abnnt 
three oancee, in the form of a plumb, or clock weight of tho 
present time, with a groove arLinnil the email end. Thia ar- 
ticle fleein a to have been deafgned forsitapension; but whether 
it waa ufied as an ornament of dress, or as a weapon of de- 
fetice^ ifl left to conjecture. It was covered with a coat of 
green ruet, and waa much corroded. There waa gIao found in 
this mound a email piece of ii-on ore, that seemed to havo 
been snbjected to great heat, it being partially vitvitied, and 
of alwnt the uppcific gravity of pure iron. 

The body of the pei-^oii here burned, or buried, laj rprni 
tliG AQiTaceof Lbeprimitive earth, and tlie mound oeeina Lu have 
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beer reared over ]i\& nsliea. Tlie slvull Ijiy wilL llie tic*^ np- 
Wiudj ntn\ fnmi Llie ft]>iit!nrftnc<j Lif eevrral pieces of clijirconl, 
and sume bits ofparLmtl^ liiirned fi>a&i] coal, tlio black color 
of (he cflitl<^ and minfrlnd witli fiflleB, it would seem that tbe 
funei'id obeeqnies imd been celebraJed with iutcr^e bent ; and 
ttfltT Ihc body bad been woll-biirnisd, tliorc wns an ftiratig^ 
nicnt orihe remnine, over wliieb lliore wns placed a covering 
i>f fliil 6U>rt;s, of flboiil cigbt fuet in diameter np<:in wbicb iho 
eartli tliat ^euiiifi to biive lieen taken from Ibe adjacent t^nr- 
fftce was j)bired. Tli*? mound cmilaining no otlier perceiv- 
able dtpo&ilc, being formed of sjuiiJ, clftj, and coarae grarel, 
siiiiiUr to tli&l of tbe surrounding cartb'e general surface, waa 
nb^mt eiTC fuet bigli, nritT tliirtj five in bnsc diiimetcr; and waa, 
at tlie limo of tiie tii'^t aeltlt^nient made by tbe present occu- 
pants, cov'ei'ed wilb a lieavy grtjwtli of timber. 

Doetor Ili]dri?tltj vliose e:iHy nllentTon was arrested in tbe 
eTtaminaiion of tnmnli in tUia vicinity, qneries ibns with tbe 
Bnticiiiarittii world : " Of wbatagOT *^^' "^ wbat nation, were 
this mi^bly r:ice tliat cnce in!mbiti.'d tbe tcmtory dralne*] by 
tbe Oliik>? Of wliat wc fieo of their works, iLcj miwl baro 
been acqumnfcd with aome of Ihe tine arts, and acicnces. 
They liavo luft ns perfect specimcre of circleSj EqnarcE, M^fa- 
goup, pni-ftllol bnoe, on a grumi nnd noLlo ecale; an J, unlesa 
it can be proved tliat they lad intercoaree with Asia or 
Europe, we must attribute to tbein,the art of working nietnla.^ 




Doctor Ilildrellt, in tlie prosecution of \m researches, ob- 
tained (1 pliite of copper taken from a momid on Ibo Llttlo 
Mnskln^mn, tbnt exhibited the appearance of having been 
ftttnelted by rivets to lettther, aomewliat eiinilar to Ibo one pre- 
viously noticed, being perforated with bolea dlgtributed as 
Been in (he cnl. 

Thia pUJo was also fonnd lying on the forebead of a akiill 
that WLia deeply tinged with green, being preserved by tlio 
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fl»lt9 of the copper, TlierGniiiiinlar of *La Elicleton, ifoLlier 
remiiiiis were tUfn dej^oeileil, Lnd L*ntirfclj' tlieuppcHreJ. Tliia 
skull was also dejWUtiU on l]ic siirlaco oi'lha piLEnltive earth, 
and ntttiJidant cifcittnatancea in the nhaeiice of otlicf doposito 
of nniinal matter, colilles it to a miicli higher cl^icn of anti- 
quity tiiiiu ma:\y othore tliscovereU iiiidor Bomowhat nralo 
gi>iJB uircuniBiiinijea. He Juee not, however, infijfm ue whether 
tliia mound boru any marks of saLiaequcnt interruption since 
itti oi'i^iruU touEtruciiuTi, a ciieuuistance thai is nut uncom- 
mon auiDiig tijt: tnait^att^d moun^Ia along tlio margins of tha 
Oliio rivei-, and ils leadhig trilutjirieB; it ifl» however, fre- 
quently difficult to dotermiue whutlier ihoec interruptions oc- 
oittred in maliin^ dt'positcs, or wore the work of the antiqno- 
rian pioneer of Spain and France, in their oavly exploratiooa 
in the OLio valley, 

Wo helievo many of the depoaiteB nttributed to the monnd- 
bnildereof nietnllic comi)oaition, tohiive hdtjnged lothem^at" 
tacliL'd to their mlDtHiry cofitnmes, and were, in accordanca 
with the cnstooia of thuse anio:ig whom they foil, depoeitcd 
with Iheii" entombed bodies. This concluEion iaeustnined and 
rondored iiioet prohnble in tfie f^iet, Uiat in Ihe thorough ox- 
ammation by escavalion of one hundred and Iwenty-fuur, and 
a pai'tial esJimtration of more than four hundred earth-worka 
of vacions forme and dimeuHJoiiH in tho vnlley of the upper 
Miafiiasippi, I liave not been able to discover any metallic 
depot^ito other thnn kikives, htitcijet8f and tritikete common 
among llie Indian tribeaof tiiat country; while the stone-pipe, 
aTid impbrnonta apparently machniiienl and onaamcntal, 
formed of filone, bone, and sliella, euriou£ly wrought, arc not 
nncomninn. And the axe of atone, the dart^ nnd epcar of 
flinty are found wherever the conteal monnd appoarfl on tliia 
contineut, together with pipes for eniolsin^^ modern, Bucient, 
and anLi<iuo. If one holf of tlie fumiB fuimd deposited he 
Ion* to the mound-bnildcra, they inuet have been invcterato 
Bmokei-a. PJo lees ihan ninety-one variant forms, tlint may bo 
termed antique, lepreHcntiug men, birds, beaflte, roptiJes^ and 
insecUj hrtve been taken fi'om iTioiiud?, eome of viiicli have 
been wrought ^lilh exquisite skill, giving a life^Jike appear- 
ance to the object of de&igu. 
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Frocn t1i« gremt nnmber diveorcred, tlieir altnoct endTcsi ▼•- 
TialuMi of form, the tieAntjr of ECulpCnre, ftnJ richtic^s of m*- 
UriftJf 1 infer lliAtBDUiking entered deep iiita t£ie iriTlltMli^j 
or theology of the niDiuid-b&Llden, mad soppode tliat the ideA 
nw enlerUi^cd by some ttibce of Indiftns that the tncensc of 
tsfirifice from Eiteir altars a^eridfl in tUe columo of Bnioko, 
and )A tUoa wafted into tlie immedJAte preseckce of the sun, 
moon, or stan, irss borroved of them. 

Tt h aingiil&r, however, lliat among aH tJic sjmbtiU fotinj 
ia iIjc t*jrm ofjnan, bird, bea£t, replile, or insect vg kuow of 
none, &ave the serpent, that has nat aeeumcd the fi;mi and 
nfte of the pipe» thai sTTiibol, however, bo ra»-ely fjunil co- 
tombed waa evidently cue of do minor import among tho 
Tnound-btiildera, as is nbondanilj atte^Fud in the numbor and 
magnUnde of eartben cffigfoa bearing and presenting in di- 
veraity of conSgaraHon the voHliiis natural altitudes of that 
reptile. 

But when reflection nnveils the fact that there ia no animal 
on eaitli that preecnts in its nature ao lively' a sjinbol of &in, 
and ltd consequences as that reptile, in its Bnperior power to 
charm even nnta death the most timid and innocent dove, we 
at once porceive that in aceordnnee with castoma coaiTnon 
amnitg gfLvnge naliona it Wi^uld in its pecn^iar natnra at onco 
he(*orne an object of adoration ; and Again, nhen we reflect 
on Uie antiquity of ihe symbol hnvhig jU origin in the garden 
of Ellen, it has probably entered into every aysteni of theology 
known among all tlie ancient nati'jna of tlic earth, and wita 
hold np to VLesv in varions furntd, and in divers attitudes, in 
accordance wiih the refined tJLSte or ^ava^o arts of those that 
ii'vcrenco thorn, aa we perceive in the dnja of Moees, it ap- 
peared in brjift^, the emblem of ftnlvation ; while, in the daya 
of Adaim, it a[.>]iearei] in ihe flesh the symbfJ of sin. 

It mny not be nnwoidiy tif remafli, that in regiiniB where 
the serpentine ctE^ics abonnd in enrtii, (htfre hits been nono 
f)und in scnTptnre^ while in the immediate valley of tho 
OIjio and jla hi butanes, where serpentine enrthcn ctBgica aro 
very rnrej (tie aerptint eculptnred on alone has been dieon- 
tomb&d and rouiovcd fi'om ihe mounda ti'adlLlonally repr^ 
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Bented to Lave been of aacred, import among tLe moiitid-bnlld- 
ers. 

The reverential regard for the rattlesnake, tl^at etill 
lingers among a portion of the trlbea of Uio norlhwestem 
Indians to anch an extent tlmt tbej rarelj wage war wilb 
that venomous reptile, I imagine, was inberittd fiojn an 
amalgamation witb the nionnd-builders, and eustnins the 
concliiBion, in connection with tnmuli, sculpture, paintings, 
&c,, that thie animaPs spnbolical import originated iu super- 
etition exceedingly ancient. 
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throo tfcat I term ancient entombed in motind*, all of which 
accompanied the ekoletona of pereooa inteiTcJ within thri^o 
foet of ttis surface of tbe rooands ; and tbdr general conf ga- 
ration being fiLitbrLdJ/ dL-lincaled in cute, prachtdcs the neces- 
sity Df a critical additional detail. TLe mateiialT however, of 
which the ancient pipe yvt-G composed^ conalfits principally of 
gray BaQd-stoue and claj of various colors, rcridcred ijard bj 
burning. Tbe modern pipe ia uuiforraly made of red pipe- 
etono that abonnde in Minnesota, The ancient pipe made of, 
clay frequently presents in frout mde outlines of the hmnsn 
face, while Hid modem abounds with varic»us dc^igTiBjSkllfdly 
Arranged, and neatly executed, indicating an advance in art 
tbat aavors of European taatc. And some used by the present 
tribes of Indians^ especially these bordering on our wcetern 
frontier, ore not only artletically wronglt, but aro richly orna- 
mented with rings iinct bands of the precious tnctale^ decora- 
ted with beads and trmliels of vanoug kinds, Sneh, however, 
arenolfonrd in the mounds, or dielnterred by the plough. 
ThB sculpture of tlieae nitldea Rltempt^d in itniution of the 
lumatifiLce, andof variona animals, ia often taslcfiil; but Lhey 
never display the nice observation and tnie artistic apprecia- 
tion and ekill exhil>itod by thoGo that wc term antique. l!1ie 
Ancient pipe hero praaented, was taken from a mound of the 
Blae Eaitb river, and held na an ancient relic by Wo-rn-cun- 
ne-gah. 



ANTiQUB ripita. 

In Plato TIL, wo present a viow of some cf the predomi- 
nating forma of pipea taken from ih<s mounds that we term 
antique. Fig. 1, presents in configuration the head ofafomalo. 
It is composed of ahnrdyollowstono; the features aro J-egular, 
the noae tarns up allghtty at tho point, and the lips are tliiclc 
and prominent ; the cyea being closed, gives the whole & 
placid imprl^^eioIl of quiet roposo; the bead-dress ia simple; 
the oare, v;'hich ore large, aro porfoi'utod with holes around 
their npper edges. At the lower aTid poaterior portion of the 
head, diillod in convergent directions, aro two small holes, that 
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vera probublj doaignod for tho introduction ofEtcms. I maj 
here remaik, that pi]}ea of cUy, with stems diverging in op- 
posite dii'GctionB, m'o BGJjn nnioi^g €ome of tha no r I ii woe leva 
IndkuclMu^ Litut uru bj* litem Lttiioiiurisiteil LliQpipcof Irit^nJ- 
fibip, and aiuoked iik tiiiion hy luLimiLk' friejids^ tlmt w^re tradi- 
tionally repri^eonted Uy Dc-coo-diili H3 being ancieiidy used in 
tho iiniil mlirtdUi'^Ti of tre^lics; cHcb purly intiodiitirg tlicir 
mitional ^tipoekm, rcjjnlod thcmsolvea twm the fumes of the 
saniQ bowl, in ttjten of fuluro fHetidsliip. HiC flnlique etone- 
pific, presenting tlic feaiures of fumolLie^ pre in>t iiiifieqiioutly 
adorned with p. pointed representftliiu] of die new moon, cr 
cr(;S(:er]tf C11 lIjq cboekf somc^LuC rL^embling lliofie tliat ato 
formed of earth- 
Fig. 2, in Pbto Vir^ reprosenta one of tho boet ppccimena 
of ai't in sculpture, lliut bne rut locn InUen from tlio nioiinda. 
It vrita carred from ao^^mpiieC fitone, tliat Ims, bowevL-r4 aniFcr- 
e<I mncU frotn ibe action of fire^ tlial rendei-s it eoinowhfit 
difTicult to iiBCtrtjiin, wilFi eurtainty, llie true qnnlliy of the 
original niatei'iiLl. Tlie imtscles of liit; faeeari; well dulinoaled, 
anU Ibe fi>reliead finely tnoiilded ; Ibe eyes are optiEi, and thd 
lipa are beautifully r'jundeJ and pliglitl^^ tinged : whelber 
throiigb tbc action of fii-e, or Mic amplication of paiiit or alain, 
can not be detoi-rainod witli ecitainryp TbefailUfnlncsB of tho 
cutprecludca llierecepfiity of iniiior detail, and we have only to 
add, tlintlbc workinafiabifi of Uiia pipe, in point of symmetrical 
iiniali, IB ntiHari-iRsscd by anytlimf; yet taktn from tbe monndij, 
and would compare favorably villi Ibe finest ecuf|iture of iUts 
present q^g. In tbe same moniid with t]i(^o Iicad.*, were aNo 
diacovQi'od many Bpccimcna of fine sculpture of indif*unoii3 
Animals, in whieb fidelity to natnro is critically oljscrved and 
beautifully delineated, TJns faitlifid delineation of tUe fonn 
of aaimalfl, row common among us* cerlalidy warranls ihd 
conclusion (bat tlie arlUt, in drawing fiom natnro, has Air- 
aiahed na with features npon wbiclj hie cyo rented, and iLua 
favored ua with a view of llio fealurcB of natioce long lost in 
the lapeo of tiino. 

Among tropical animalfi in GCiilptnre taken from the mounds, 
« tiger BpccieH enters largely into tlio accountf among whicb 
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wo finti tliQ pontlior, leopard, Eind wild-cat, tli© latter of w'liicli 
we present in fig. 3j Plate VII. TJioso fuuiid in tlm motinda 
are neatly sculptuted nnd well puliwlitid. Sume aio pri:«cnted 
a.i standing erei^t, oUjera in varicua cLarncterJetLc poaiUone, 
'v\itU wiiUkcra and variegated cobra wclloxtibitcd. Tbo 
Btrong jaws, ebort^ tJiick nock, and sliort ia.\]^ pocidiiir to tlmt 
gcniua of tlio tiger species, nro all fiiitUfullj prceotvcdn Thoy 
art* generally cawod fr^m solid blacks of rsd gianuTated poT- 
phji'j', iLat ia exceedingly hard and fin^ceptiblo f\( a fine (inlsb. 
The otter, tlie beavor, and nmny of tiie bitj^iilJ Bpecies, ara 
luund wi-uui'bt qS tlio fiutiLe mAtenal. 



TIIB LiMAKTIN TIPB, 

A groflt vfinety of eculptnrod figures of nniin&U are found 
in the monnda, tbat evidently on^inated ^vith tbe ancient 
AmericanSj among wbicli wo find in^iny peculiar Vi tropical 
clitnattB n& far norib a^ tlie state of Olio. In Plate VIL, fig. 
4, we present a faiLlUnl delineation of one nf tlie LnmRntin 
species — nine sculptured representations of tbU aniirjal,bayQ 
been taken ii-otn the moonda in Kcntiitky and Obio — tliia 
representation is anpposod bv Bomo to bo a elrongo creation 
of fancy. The general tignre of ibe Lnmnnlio, is known to 
be ratbev elliptical or elongated, its bead sbnped like a aiinple 
truncated cuns, and terminates In a ibtck fli^hy enutit, aemi- 
circLikr at Jta extremity, and pierced at tbe upper pai-t by two 
Bcnall ecnii-citcnlar noatrik*, directed ior*^-ard ; tbe edrre of 
UiQ upper lip is tnmid, furrowed in tlic middle, and provided 
witbfltitf wbiakcts; tbc lower lip is narrower and eborterthan 
the upper, with small ears, and eyes tbat are set bl^b in tho 
head ; tlio neck ia ecareely drstingnisliable in any diminnljon 
of size from Ibe bead and trunk; the tail forms about a fourth 
of Ike lenglh of tbe animak This descri|>tfon, from natural 
bifitory^ compared wiLli the sculpLure tliat \s faitlifully por- 
trayed in tbe cut» seems to be tbe most satisfactory evidence 
of identity of design, and a knowledge, on tijc ]>art of the 
ai'ttet, of tbe form and existence of tropical animals. 

XU9 gL-uatijat variety, and aome of the moat beautifid epecl- 
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nene of Art in Bcalpinre, are eeen on the fmcient American 
Liquid stone-pipe. The wren, fiparroi?, qnail, dove, parrot, 
Ijiiwk, owl, and buzzard, with a great Tnneljr of long-beaked 
aitd weU-fuoted fowl, bave been taken fiom tlie moands, indi- 
catiTe of the great admiration anj io^e of the monad -builder 
of nature's moat boQtttifuI handiwork, together with a capftcitj 
forimilfltion on Ihcir part, that could only fcavehecn attflincdin 
critical obeer^tion, and a long-chenebed etndy of nature and 
art- Tlie pipe presented in lig. 5, Plate YIL, I presume was 
designed to represent the buzi^rd. It wafi carved fiom lim^ 
atiffie, and is truthfiilly exhibited in the drawing. Lime^t^jne, 
and the red granulated porphjry, are much u»ed in the scii!j>- 
tiiro of birds, of which no spocieB now known in North Amer- 
ica are left nnrepreeented^ otid among which eome peculiar to 
other coimtriea appear. 

Among the many antiqne Bcnlptnred reprcsenlatione dis- 
c?overed in the monnds, evidently dedicated to the luxnry of 
a^iiokitig, that of the toad or frog, U in nowise the leatt inter- 
esting to those that deem ejkpre&sion in BCulptnre the leading 
feature of admiration. In fig. 6, Plato VJL, tliey will find a 
fiithfni drawing, taken from a wcll-fini£hod and choice speci' 
men, in which there is aomcthing to amnBo and much to ad' 
inire. The knotted, rongh, corntgiitcd skin^ the form of the 
leg and toes, the oxpresEion of Ihe eye and face, together with 
the nltitude of the body, are to true to natnre, that if the 
Bcnlptnre were lying on the caith, partially covered by grass, 
raoas, or leave?, tho unenspecting observer wonld he apt to rec- 
ognise the living animal in tho effigy. Several of ttioee 
effigies have been fonnd on or near the enrfaeo of tho earth in 
an unSnighcd condition, presenting lines and folds evidently 
cnl with tooUj the marksof the iniplemeniB used in chipping 
and grooving, ure too clenr to bo reasonably mistaken; they 
are generally cut from blocka of pure llmeatone. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV, 

lOTPnAU POPULATiOfi, 

THE evideocea of an ancient and mixecl population in 
America, preeented en iLe interior walla of caveme that 
ftbonud in the Atlantic states, and more abundnntly in the 
valley between tlio Bluo motJT^taiiis and the Allc^nniee^ in 
connection witli tlioso seen above the lower ifipidflofthe MEb- 
eiBflippi, and in Kentucky and Indiana, wlien considered io 
reference to the existence, manrere, cu&tomB, and probable 
causee of tiie iinul exiincLiun of tLe monQd-bulldere, beconiQ 
exceedingly interesting. Among tL«e beet known and 
tboi*ougli!y explored, Wilson's Cavo, in Indiana, Bcema to 
tas-e elicited most attention as an antiquarian record. A 
brief deacriptLon of tbia I bavG prevJonsly given, m connec- 
tion with Cut GG, bnt will hero notico it in connection witli 
my Tiews of l!ie mixed races wbitli I conclnde ancientlv ex- 
isted in various portic»tia oftliia continent. 

Tbe tokens of antiquity tliat most fijrcibly aiTcet Ibe atten- 
tion, are Been in tbe paintlnga and sculptured work on tbe 
TFalle, representing tbe snn in vanona slagea of rise and de- 
cline, tbe moon nnder various pbftseH, a serpent in tbe form 
cf a circle, with its tail nt conBidcrnble lengt!i down its tbroat 
ae tbougli it nere endeavoring to swallow Itseir, tbe viper witli 
■wide diatenJed jawa in tbe attitude of war witb tbe scorpion, 
the tongneleas ci"ocodile, tlio ecven eta is and tbe bydra ser- 
pent apparently arranged in a dcljicbcd group or cluster. On 
tbe opposite wall, single and alone, tbere is a huge monster 
Boniewhat reaembling Hie elephant. AboiiL twenty feet in the 
Tear ef this ^gnre, tbere is another much smaller and still 
more singular in configuration, with claws alike before and 
behind, and with its iMonth portrayed in tbe ccntrp of i(a 
body, and in the act of feeding itself with its foot. 
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There Are ftlao vavny other dellneatioDfl leas clearlj' defined, 
III teispe reed thioughoat the care, resembling the vulture, tlo 
buzzard, llie owl, the eagle, the dorc, lie qoail, and otbere <rf 
the biped tribe, peculiar lo tropical regiona; wilbtbe bear, tti« 

pflDtber, tbe f<^x, and the alolb, and oilier tropical quadrupeds. 
There are also eev-enil representfltjonsf^fhnTnHn figures with ct 
tames resem Wing those ancienily worn bj- Greeks and Romaj 
Tbift array i>f singular figures evidently impliea an origii 
deaigu, a ley lo which I conceive is pfirtially furuiehed in de- 
positea entombed in lire mounds, iudicattre of a reverential 
regard for thia eingulur cavern. In a erilicol examination of tho 
form of the eeulptured pipes taken from tlte mounds, the urork- 
maueiilp of which indica es the most e^qTiiaite Hkill, we find 
tbe identical ccnfiguratton of each, and all the fignres Been in 
this cave, except that of ihe huge niOTeter, Bud more etrange 
nondesciipt. In their entombment, wo recognise Ihe rever- 
ence of their former ownera for this Gubterranean sanctuary, 
and at orc.e perceive many fscts from which we are led to 
aacribe the origin ci iheee eirange emblems to the Egyptians, 
In 1795, at a place not very remote from this cav^u, iu an- 
other cftvcrn in Kentnoky^ ihe'calacomb peculiar lo ancieat 
Egypt was discovered, containing bodies embalmed in as 
grent a etjite of perfection as was known in Egypt in iLe days 
of Ahraiiato, eighteen Imndrcd years before Clinet. This nit 
being cliaractenEtic of ihat nation alone, suetuins t}ie crinelu- 
Bu>n thiit, where it ia found, ita anthora once existed, notwith- 
Btanding their distant national locality may eeem to confiicl 
with the conclusion. 

If Ptolemy, an Egyptian geographer who fourished about 
tiro tiiousHud years n<ro, was able to give, as ia etafe<i by 
2foree, a more modern geographer, a correct inap^of the inland 
of Irelnnd, a Innd eqnally remote frc^m Egypt^ ia it not proba- 
ble that America was known To the Egyptians ? Tlie Fh<Qne- 
cian-* who owe tlie art of tiavrgalion to the Egyptians, are smd 
to liEive discovered Englund fomteecn limidred yeara hefi^rs 
Chriftt, and tlieir country Jvirg enftt of tlie Mediterranean sea, 
B. voyage of nearly fnur tln'usand ruilea is lecinlred to reach 
that point. If they were ftbie to perform Buch voyagee more 
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tlian lliree thouaaTid venra nn^n, is it not pmbnMe lliat the 
EgyptiATis weie fuitiiljurly ac^imitited witli Antcrica &t1li&t, 
&Dd probublj, at a tnncli oarlier crn, especially ob tHey ftro 
^own to hiLve been a ninritime atid enterpriainjr people ? 

Tln^ hjdi-a serpent wiia olao ii&ed in Egjpt ae s bvuiTjoI to 
convey tlie idea hy tlie presentatiim of one body witli two 
Leads, that envy and malice ^ere tiieepaiablia pafi&iutm, tlio 
viler paeeiiine being generally eymbotizcd by venomous rep- 
tilee. Tie ecorpion wne tie eymbol of hatred, and the viper 
of revenge, 

Time far we havo reasons, tbrocgh tbc known traditions of 
the Egyptians and ludiana, from v-liieh I eluhn for tbo 
motiEid-buildut of America gonenlogicsl descent from remold 
natluna. 

Tliu larger fignree rcpreeented lu llie cave, and on the bluff- 
rocks of the Misfiiflsippi, may bave been peculidr to \V\s con- 
tinent. Tf)at aiiimata of coIushuI etatiiro onco roamed through 
tbie valley, and Lave, with the inound-bniidei-s, becoma ex- 
tinet, lliere can be no doubt ; aa wa ytt find their bones pre- 
Berved by the salts of the e.ii"th in variona places^ am] their 
effigies jjortmyed in tumuli among tlie raounda, Tt accords 
v^itb the known cuatoma of idolatrous nabion^^ that in the 
event of the exifltence of Bucb an animal it eliould become aa 
object of worship, for wo perceive, in the daya of Job, TvLen 
tlie arts and sciences were fiouTithing in Egypt, lliat be 
Bjjeaks of thifi or a similar aninial^ in connection wilh the 
waya of God. *'Boliold ELdieTnotli, hisetrength is in his loins, 
he nHiveth hia tail lite a cedar, Vm bones are strong as hairs 
of iron ; he is tlio chief of the waya of God ;" but we have 
other of thosG objects, eymbola known to have been nsed by 
the ancient G-recka to display the nature of Ihc world, the a^ 
tiibniea of man, and the oninipolenca of God, In ihe early 
days tlie Egyptians acquired a knowledge of nahire llint 
rendered tlieni eininenrly remarkable, and llieir historians in- 
fitrra Ufi that tliuir pjiosL* did not divid^o thtir doctrinep ex- 
cept \\y the aid of eigns and figurative emblems. 

Their mndu waa to diecikver U' llK'ii" aiidit^itB the rnvs^crtea 
of God aod nature in hieroglyph ice, and iu Iho nae of ccrtaia 
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viaibk GLapcs QTtd forms of crcahrrea vLo^g inc1inati'>n9 and 
diapoeitions led to tho knowledge of the truths designed to bo 
taiiglit. All tbeir divinjiy and llioir pliloeopliy wae conipi'^ 
benJiaJ and itdtnined tlii'Oiiglt tbufie ii^genioua s^mbolH, and 
figurative clmractera. 

In tlm common bti<1 almost universal use of tlie pi].ie, an ob- 
ject so constantly before the vieion when in nse, an opjjortn- 
Dity waa afforded in tho same waj, to Inculcate doctrinea in- 
dicated by the Bhnpe of tLd pipe and prccepis to be kept in 
remeiiibnince for ever. In llieeliiking fiimilitiido ejtialing be- 
tween the general forma of acnlpinre, and painted enib)«[ns 
in this cave and in Egvpt, tliu idoa of identity in origin be- 
coiuea almost irri^slttiMe ; and tlieae facta se^m to lead to the 
conclnsiLin that this cave waa onco used by the mound- 
buildeia as a sacred sanctuaTy, and tbat at this point a colony 
either from Egypt, or of Egyptian descent^ at Eorae ei-a here 
took iip tLoir abode. An exatmnntion of the theology of 
Egypt and Greece becomes intereating in connection with 
tbis cave, 

Tbe sun, tliQ moat glorioua of all visible objecte, whiffle 
image occuj^ies a promiitcnb position, and Snit attracting tbe 
eye on entering tins spacious cave, is represeated in hiBtory 
to bare been a Ood cf tbcse nations; and, with the mound- 
builder, the great fountain of light and life ^vae con&idci'ed 
worthy "f>f iihivereal adovntinn. The moon, the next moet 
beautiful object in creation, la historically and traditionally 
acknowledged to hiive been woi'sliipped as a enbordinare deity^ 
not only by the ancient Greeks uud Egyptians, bnt by the 
mound-builders generally wlio occnpied tboee regions. This 
is abundantly attested in the (otjus of thoeo luminaries at 
Tarions poiEits hcretororo noticed in the great valley of the 
KiBei&aippi. 

The serpent in Ibe form of an orb 6r circle, bitin* its tail, 
or feeding upon iltielf, wna a figure used by the Greeks and 
Egyptians, t^ convey the idea of perpetual Tnutation of 
creation, and cliangaof matter. The same figure waa used 
by the Greeks U> demonflh-ate that philosophical idea that tbe 
world feeda upon itself, recaiving from itflelf continual eup* 
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plies for renovatioQ, and nonrishroent- and, agaiD, the eor- 
pent in the traditions of De-Goo-dali la not only recogniBed on 
and in esrtb, as an object of adoration, bat is also represented 
as mling in conjnnctton with the moon, and conseqnentlj en- 
titled to a place in the moat hol^ Banctnaries of the ancient 
American 
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CHAPTER XXSV. 



UXTDTCTIOir OF TSB UOUKD-BUILDEBe. 

WHILE tLera are but few aubjecta iLnt bave presented a 
more extensive field for Ibe invealigtitiGTi of the practi- 
Cfiil antiquaiiaD, or the coQfiJderHtLon of tho nucient or modern 
liietoriaa, it ia DevcitLclcee a fact, that neither hare bereto- 
foro beatowcd tbo labor and tbought caaentia) to tlio acquiei- 
tion of tnosvledgQ relative to tbe era, origin, or primitive use 
uf tumuli that abunJontlj abound la Asia^ Africa, Europe, 
and Amdrica, in great diversity of form arid relotive arrange- 
ment) tbat I bumblj' conceive tbo subject moi-allj merita. 

Tbe actual amount of labor bestowed on eacL coDUncnt 
of the globe in the crcctioa of cartli-workfi, aside from other 
coneidorstione, evidently entitloa them to claim of DaticnaHty 
and origin more anCiqne and rajeteriona than any other relic 
known or noticed in literal hiatory ; and when we view the 
complicated vanely of relative arraiigement in connection 
with diveraity of form, mflgnitudcj and estcnt of tumuli, to- 
gether with the eimplicity of etmcturc and material ajv 
parently arranged with matlicmatit^al precieion at many 
points tbrongbout tho cnliro vale of Uic Miaaiseippt in connec- 
tion with tLie thousands of iBolalcd worl^e that seem to have 
been erected wilhout reference to any apparent or well-de' 
fined order in relative position, in tbe absence of alt literal 
record, I falter and almost fear to indulge ovoti the moat ra- 
tional conjectnre relative to their identity of national origin, 

While wo behold tho works of man intoraperacd Ihrongh- 
out portions of each habitable qofirtor of the globe, tbnl past 
time hds failed to cbroniclef indicative of a population na- 
mericttlly dense, with physical energy equal to the constmc- 
lion of artificial, mounds of colossal magnitude and symmetrl- 
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Cftl form, perclied on the Bnmmit of Uie lof^ bill, or pioftiBL*ly 
spi^iid iibruad ou ttie iicirliihitiTig pljiin, in connecti^'n wjLh 
tlic enrtlien wall encioaing vast areae that have battled wiUi 
the wash, the wear, and the ravages of tirae thronph npoe nnd 
eras buried in oblivion, or totally tust 3n thc> coctiniiona ma- 
tAtion of matter and mind, save &nd except the pssmng nutice 
of Erfie inspired biatoiSaD, vbo declarer iIjhI tbero wan a Hme 
wben tLa wbole eartb was full of wickedness; Ibis dcciaia- 
tion faivly implies denaity of popalsljon, and the almrst ntter 
eilermination of that people, accounta for the abecnce of 
knowlcdgo rclatipe to data of origir, or aeo ol' (bo rioimde. 

But tbs first work of Noah afler leaving the ark, is deolared 
to have been the erection of an altar, on wbieh to ofTer sacrL- 
fire nnto the Lord, and niofit rationallv eancliona the r(^m;ln- 
■ion, that tbe eartben monnd had its origin with the nntcdilu- 
Tians, of whom wo know but liUJo, notwillistanding they 
filled an era of time sufficiently long to enable them to people 
the whula earth, and in their oxpaneion carried with them a 
cuGlom that bears record, not only of their actnnl existence 
on every *]^iiarter of ibe gVibe, but BiiRtainB th^ dedarations of 
tfcft holy men of old, ibatepaki^ as tbe eplnt gave them ntter- 
ftnce. 



^ OEOLOOICAL KXTra<mOH. 

In the investigation of a complleation of canPGft, in the total 
ikDnihilation of ihemonnd-builders'n America, T ^hnll (it-st no- 
tice the evidences nf gertlogica.1 convnUlun, lu connection nith 
the ravages of pestilence iia-hirally growing out of the pnint* ; 
and, fictmidly, tbe amnlpamation of coI(>i-b and races of mtn 
in connection with phyEical degeneration. 

It is everywhere evident tltat tbie earth has nndergonc 
many geolugical changes tkat have materially internipt^^d ite 
surface ; and some nf those interrnptions haTing occurred in 
remote erne, and dietant Iricflliciee, may have rnn-iod in thefr 
conseqntiiceA, the toLjil extioction of all animated matter 
within their influence. There is prribably no portion of th*^ 
globe that verifies tbia presumption in il^ proRcnt geological 
fonjiatioQ more than that lymg eiiei ot the Allegany moon- 
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taine id Nordi Amencn., exteniiiiig lo ihe "West India Uljindfl. 
Gut I ouly deeigu iiuticing m tliia cLiniiectioiii hucIi clinngea 
Hfi ara t^iistaliied by e^idQtices that are iHugiLilci, &pd ataud in- 
sepnr&bly connected with Ihe total extinction of ttie inound- 
biiildei's cjiat of Eho Bino iiLoiintfiirkS, running aoutli tVoin tho 
bUUq of New Yafk to the Carolinae. It ia abiindHntlj evi- 
dent tliat thia portion of ICorth America, baa nt eomo era 
been entirely aiibmerged in wafer, in tha deposir^s oF ebollfl, 
foaeil, nnd marine euliBtances^ Bnd tlint lliis ejibrnei^ion liaa 
occuM-ed fiince the Noacliinn deluge, ia eqnally endenl m th© 
arrangemeat and geological formotioti of the cooDtrj, On ex- 
amination it is evei^ywhere evident that the Blae Ridge prc- 
BonU, in its formation, a general muss ofdieorgantzed rnaltcr, 
not lying in regularly cryslallizod strata, such aa are found 
in the adjacent low-lands, b*^ing foi^med and composed of de- 
tached blocke of rot^k of varions inHgnititdes imbedded in cluy, 
mingled in innnj plncea ^itli vegetable numld ^ from these 
and other coiica ponding ci re um stance?, we are led to the con- 
clusion, that at Bome unknown era in time, it vraa, by one grand 
c^nvuisivo effort, extending from one end to the other^ hove op 
from the depths beneath, and thus formed a barrier, or moun- 
taio dam, to all the watci-s flowing froin the eastern elopes of 
'the Allegany monnlflln. When we nltertively esnroine the 
land embiaced in this territi>ry, we readily perceive that this 
entire chain of jnountaine fot-ming the Blue Ttidge, runs in a 
tranaverae direction to tho^nncipal rivcra flowing east tj tho 
Atlantic ocean, auch &i the James river, Potomac, Suaqne- 
hannab, Delawai'O, and otiiere, all of which present evidence 
of rnptnra in their passage thi-ongh tlie Blae Eidge. Bnt tho 
example that lias here]ofi}re attracted m^ist attention, is aeeu 
in tlie Potomac near it^ junction with llie Shenandoah. IT ere 
the eye la greeted in approaching this spot £voin the eaat, with 
a pi-oepect truly aubli me in view of a tremendous monfitaln 
rnnipiirt, towering to tho height of a thousand feet, wirh a 
grand breach from the top to the boltom, of fthout three 
qnartere of a mile in width, through which the victonong P*> 
tomac now runs. On both aides of the clinsm^ trees and 
fihrubd have taken root among the rocks, and partly conceal 
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Bome of the eTidencca of rupture ; on tho riglil hand Bide, 
however, about two tliirds of llio way iip^ a largo perpendicu- 
lar sarface remains Lare, and pUmlj displaj^a traoes of an- 
cient nnion^ with bnge blGcke of gray quarU that hy tlie im- 
petuous flood have been rolled Be\tnil miles down thts Blrenm, 
wiiere the/ yot remain as ttBtiiiionials of convul&iLin. Tiiii 
CcrreHj~if)]id[[}g heigtits of the moiintuiii on either aide uf the 
clasm, the identity of stmla of given Leighta, and other cir- 
cumetances, afi\>rd abundant evidence that this place onco 
forcned a monntain dam, that obetructcd tho onward pafiaago 
of tho Putomac as it now raus, coneeqneatly a lake above of 
great extent muet have been the reenlt. From the lines oi 
grooves in the rock that t'orve precipitately downward on the 
eastern eide of the mountam, I presume that a leading issno 
from the lake ex.isted^ long anterior to the £nal demolitioti of 
tbe mountain at this point; anj tliatfullaeuch as^iagaranow 
preeonte a eimilitndo In miniatarc^f filled tho surrouLding re- 
gions with the rnmblinf^ roar of tronbled watere, 

Thia conclasion ia not only warranted in the evidence pre- 
sented on the spot, but h amply sufitaiiied in the fac^t, thnt at 
varioua oth^r polnta along tho moniitainj ita eaftern declivitiea 
proBcnt at their lowest anmmits, traces of mnning water, curving 
precipitately downward, where smaller ieauca presented fallfl 
of a magnificent gmitdenr, thM once marked the Bccnerj of 
primeval landscape witb ti^anecendect Bplendor. Snigger's 
Gapj in Loudon coTinty, Va., farnishea & fitriking eyamplo to 
thia point, and plainly diBplnys the ancient marke of runniDg 
water from Bummit to base, that flowed over the sunnnit in a 
ehallow eheet of about twenty poles in widtli» concentrating in 
a narrow volome as it descended, cutting ao irregular chan- 
nel througb qnartz and clay to the lower level, whcio in ser- 
pentine trail, it coiled along to its iasio into the Potomac at 
tho ppceent eonflnenceof Gooaaoi-eek. This conclusion ia not 
only eufllflined by the evidence presented at the iBsiie from 
the hike, mid the appsircnt enrfaee chnTinelj hut id further at- 
tetited in the*faet that by digging tii this channE;] at varioaa 
depths, from four to fourteen feot, water-waalied pebbles re- 
Gembiing tboae f^^und in the bcda of all the adjacent streams 
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appear, :n a regulai-ly-formcd etratum frcio tbo ridgo to 
Ooose creek. 

At varions other placea A\i>ng the mountain, similflr evi- 
dence IB presenlijU a.t poinLa wlitre no livirjg wnier mny ncrw 
be seen, where by digging in raTires div-urging frani llio 
lowest gap enmmits, regular beds of pravel. petriiied aliella, 
Qcd wator-wflfiljed rocka a|^pcar. Brock'a Gap preecnte nn cs- 
Htnplo to Ibe point, wliere tlie bed cf an anci<>nt stream may 
be tmced to ila junorion wiib Jamea vivAv. Thla river alao 
preeeiitB evidence uf an ancient i&sne fr^^m the lake^ previon$ to 
tJie final deniolitLim of II^ b&merf where fuHa ]ee6 rnagnideent 
than thoee of the Potomac appeared* that filltid Uie adjiiceut 
laotuitain'ravinea with an eternal requiem in nimhlirg echoes 
from the impetiioua calaiact. 

It ifl aleo evident that the country Ij'jng between the Bhie- 
Hidge and the ocean naa sectionally interrupted in the forina- 
tion of the maintain, or at some mibspqnant perind, in Iho 
appearance of utijer Braaller mountains simihii In forniatloD, 
Bonie of which also preeent the appearance of liaving fcirnied 
amall lakes. The Short hill in the TJciuitj- of Hftr|>er*a Ferry 
IB one to the point. Title little inoimtaiu of u1#'>nt sixteen 
milea in length, runtiing parallel with the Dln« Rid^e, fi-om 
three to fire inilea dialftnt, preeente In the vaKey l>Ptweeri a 
siip4^vtieial basin, that is deepest about £?d mile^ from the 
fiOJtlLerri leriuicius of tiie hill^ and at tliat point pivseTiia evi- 
dence of a breach in iiiiniattirei. similar to (hat i^een at Har- 
per's Ferry, that finally drained tlie little lake; and ia tho 
cho^m now appeal's the anLiquated-looking little village of 
KillBboj-ough, 

That the valley lying between the Hd^ and Allegany 
monntain fjrmLng the bflsin of iho great lake, was aleo eee- 
tionally inleiTiipted, la equHlly evident in the appearance of 
several l)»BinH delnched liLun tlie great lake by intervening 
highlands bordering along the niibri^ken chain of Alleganiea, 
that also present issnes as aforeanid ; while at vanoas other 
points alon;* the present channel of the Slicnandnnh, Uiere are 
many sigrifl of fiubaeiuent hiterrnptioii of jirimiiivo fcirmatioa 
Been in the dieorganizatloD of various atrataof ci-y»taUized rooh| 
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llint have beeti forced from Hie depllig benoalh to lbs enrrace * 
A fiti'ikinp; example to tlii*^ pniiil n|>ptflre on tl»e western eliom 
oF th& Sliennndoah oppwite llie Slmim^JmUilc SiinTigs, wliera a 
Rtrafnm of very haixl rocka geenie to have Ueen tlirowfi to tlio 
SQiTttce witljonl en entire disembodiment of flio BBtne, ftnd 
preaenta an appnrent acmioiicnlfir formntii^n^ in & crnelied or 
broken condition, rc-ciubodicd by snliecquent cryetullizalion ; 
also alonf^ tlio channel of tho Oppequati crook tlmt tritees tLo 
line of limestone formation on ttie east, ecjiaratlng it fj'om a 
slflte fiirmation on the west eide of tlmt Rtrenm wirli Birpalar 
aGcuracy for manj milefl alon^ tl»e mjiv^inj unci in llm bed of 
lliiti streatn wtiere tlie f »rJ?B of coiivnl^iuH seems to have acted 
witli greatest effect in tUe uplicaving of tlie adjacent high- 
land tlic stfite fonnation, in many places, nms in strnta per- 
pendicularly down to the depth of many feet in well-definod 
Bheeta Ijing edj^ewjpe, Ma by side, indicating tha crashing 
"anion of a closing crntor that Eeeins to have hp&rt thrown 
open between the elate and liEnostone foiinntions. Tlio do- 
posilfl of fossil and petnfiL-d fiheltfl freqnetitly foniid many 
feet beneath the enrfacc of the earth, \s also indicatire of an 
upheaving inlemiption at th^ time the great lake occapicd 
the eiirfaee that hurled those slielb and other rornaine nnw 
Been in fi.«sil deep in the bowels of the earth ^ from these and 
other corrcBfymding ovidenoo!*, T conclude that r dortbt can 
Bcarcely bo indulged relative U^ the furmer cxTflterire nf this 
great lake, and it only remains for us to show how it disap- 
peared, and in what manner it was pTOdnctivc of caiiao equal 
to the extinction of any considerable nninber of the mound- 
bull dors. 

Having advanced aome of the ideas that fltiB^aired my 
opinion relative to the formation and ancient exit^tenco of the 
lake* or inland see, ihai covered the bo<<oin of this great 
Ta!e, thcr the elysiitm of the lake serpent, and the home of 
the finny tribes, that, through the reign of eternal mutation, 
baa now become the happy abode of millionaof intelligent 
buin^, I may proceed with a detail of my vicwa rdalivo to- 
the canac of muratirin, the conseqnent rcEult in connection 
wldi the extiuetion of the mound'hailder. 
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I aiippoee that Ih© conntry lying between the BIiio Kidgo 
and tijc ocean, at tbe time tho watora were liald buck^ was 
Biiaceptiblo of tenure, and presented in iU saluUHoiia clirn<> 
and fertile soil, a temptation to occnpancj thai would scarcely 
ba resisted bj any Euiv^penn nutimi, and its contignit/ to tbo 
We*t Ttrdian ifilanda wonhl render its discovery a1ini.>&t cer- 
tain fri>rp tljat Boiirce; jmd if, Lowever, it inaj not bave been 
diecovered from tliat eource* n voyage acroes tte kte wonid 
have rendered ita discovery easy and cm-tain to the mound- 
Iniildera, by whom it may, or may not Lavo been colonized, 
Inasmneb as I have no cerlaic data, from wbicb I way 
dejirly infer occupancy hy tliem^ T may only notice the cir- 
cnrnatHncefl favonng suoL a atale of tilings, in connection witH 
the complication of caueeSj that combined in their final es- 
tinctien, 

I suppose the mountain barrier that gave riee to the lakd 
to have remained an unbroken ehaip for many agea ] for it ie 
evident that it would require tlie lapse of centuries, fi'om the 
apparent eonrcea to consummate the compleie filling of this 
great reservoir, especially when we consider llie iinnienfto 
number of subterranean outlets that abound under the title of 
caves, and sink holee, throngiiont the entire extent of the 
limefiCone formation that predominates from one end of the 
baein tf> the other, bearing the unpresa of running water in 
well-defined lines and greoves an tlie fiorface of the rock to 
depths unknown. Dyer*a Cave, in Hardy county, Va. (sg9 
cut EE), ia siiiiuled several hundred feet above the bed ofT-ost 
river, llie nearest adjacent stream of living water; in this 
cave, to the dej^th of several hundred feet, at variona poinla 
tlje indications of nmning water are clearly defined, and at 
many pkces where the iasue contracts, tho whirl of water haa 
opened crevieea and formed chambei's as portrayed in the 
drawing that rondera exploration somewhat difficult to those 
nnaccjuainted with the various windings of Oiia interesting 
subterranean jeane, the full extent of which, in couaeqiiBnce of 
tho dani})6 below, can never be thoi-oughly known ; hut the 
frequent occurrence of Buch iesuQs, must Iiavo retarded 
the final filling up of UiQ great basiu^ and afforded ampio 
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time to llie ridge to Bettlo and attain density Bufflcient to 
wiLliHlaiid the wash ami prefi&urctif the water, until finally a 
fiecoiid coovulaicn extending from ona end of tbo monDtain to 
the otlierj caoalug the mountain to ^ve way at those pointa, 
rendered voaker by Ibo previona wash and wear of the 
water that left tlie confines of llie late at the points wlience 
now leane, the James rWer, the Potorasc, Saaqoehannnh, 
Bi^hnj-Ikill, Delaware, and Undson TiverB, TJ"cw if wo admii 
tlioee beTOfal itienc9 lo have bet^n iLrown open nt ona and tlie 
fiame time, impelled by a head of BQTeral hundred feet, iioth- 
ing can be more rcasDnable than that the entire eubmereion 
of tbo lower country followed in quick Bacceaaion, sweeping 
with the beeora of deatruciion, man with a)l hia works. TliiB 
idea, although it may appear somewhat chimerical, ia never- 
thele^B strengtfiened in the exnminatiGn of the facta in con- 
nection. In the vicinity [>f Williaioeturg^ in Virginia, was 
diacovrered by a planter in digrging a ditcb, about five feet be- 
low the fiurfnce, n considerable portion of the Gkelcton of a 
whale ; acverol fjagmonls of ribfi, and other partB Gufficienlly 
perfect to warrant identiBcation with the whole of the vorte- 
brw, or bact'bone, in the natural order of arrangement, and 
bnt little impnireJ In form. This slteleton was discovered 
two niilea from Jamea river, and eisty from the ocean, of 
which the whale ia believed to be exclusively fin inhabitant, 
and was never known to exiat in froBh-watcr lakea or inland 
aefts; I, therefore, conclnde, that the former preEenee of tho 
ocean is distinctly marked Lere in tffe presence of ilB mam- 
moth occnpnnt, otherwiae a very important query is pr6- 
eetited, at whet era, and by what means, was thie monster en- 
^ibled try avail iteelf of the poeition it here occapjea? Put if 
we admit the mountain harrier to have inetantt^neonsly f^iven 
way, as previonaly noticed, nothing; can be more rational 
than that the Atlantic and tho lake met on this lower level, 
and the influx of the tide in rolling the water back, would 
give, at high ebb, sofBcient dept)j to enable a pioneering 
whnle to reach tliat point, and in the reflux of the tide he lef^ 
to flounder and <^ie m the mud- and, in after-time, aa the 
water receded, his bonee were buried in the sediment brought 
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down in the final draining of tbe lake, and kept baok by the 
iiiflijic of tbe tide until it was finally covered wiifi vegetable 
W'fuld, and preBerved bj tbe sftlta of tbe sea retained In tli© 
BedSment of enturubmei^. Tbia caadiiAloii la furlb&r nus- 
tained id tbe additional fict, that lu dicing or boring at va- 
tif^iie otber pomta along this co&ft, black mud mingled with 
oeior, and tho remaina of trees from ten to fiflj feet below the 
preHent surfiice, yet appeai\ wbicU fiict also aii&uina the eoD- 
cllision, tliat tbe conntry lying between tbe lidge and llio 
ocean, WEie, at tbe time of tlie fiubnieraiou, covered vrjlJi vpge* 
tablti matter, iniicb of wliich was aleo beld back by tbe tide, 
until ita increaecd gravity ennk it to the bottom wbere we 
BOW find it cntonijjod beneath a benvy coat of aedirnent, cov- 
ered aa afoi-ysaid with vegetable mould. Tlie ancient exiet- 
en(;e of tills Inke iH go well defined in boiiudnry, und st> clearly 
Biiatained in tlie fv^s'i] remains and iiianne dejWtea remolo 
from tlie ocean, ibat it U ncarcely possible thai I may b« de- 
ceived in regard to its fc^rmcr existence. Tbero is, pi'obably, 
no babitable ^xirtioii of Norlb America embracing ho largo an 
area, that ia eo tboi'oiigbly deatltute of earthen or other 
remains indicative of an exceedingly andent population, 
?rom tills fact, I inft^r that the draining of lids lake DCCuri'erL 
more recently tttnn otbei'9, that more anciently eubmei^ed 
the country bordcrirg tlio Ohio, Kenlocky, and Tertneascd 
rivei^, all of which preaent analogous f^^atiirea, and wero 
drained at erne fiuffiolently i^mote to admit c»f a den^e popa- 
laLion tlinl Rwarmed in^onntlesa mtlltoni weat of the Allegany 
to the Pneific ocean, aa their works evidently indicate. Tho^ 
Allegany niounlaina cculd never have formed a Imrrifir to 
emigration with a peopio whose energy, ambition, and inde^ 
fatigablo induetiy, ia the erection of tumuli, Ltw cUeckwrod 
the phiins^ and dotted the moiintnt[)B, ft'om Labrador to Mexi- 
co. Tim conclusion becomes iricHiaiible, that tha beanLlfi;! 
valley between the Allegany and (lie Rhie'ltidge, was not 
tenanlable in the daya of tbeir glory. Bnt tbodralnino; oftbla 
vnlloy may have done ita woikiit tbe extinction of tbe mound- 
hnildoi'fi west and cast, if pcrcbance any n.ay have enrvivcd 
lite suppoaeJ dulngo. For it \e cvideat, that, a(W tbe great 
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body of the vater poEsed oGT througli the issued thus madf* 
there woald not onlj remain mnny pools of water which would 
Boon become etngnant in tLe dcnth nnd dccompneitior of the 
remaining animal raotter, but the greater portion of the enr- 
face contained in tbe great rcHervoir wonld be covered with 
mud , wLich whon escttoeod fo tho ni:tion of the Bun'a rays, would 
soon be dotbed with the moat laxuiiant growtti, and greattet 
v&rtety of vegetable matter, the decompofiiticn of which, 
with tlio naiiseoBS efflnvia ariaing from tbe stagnant ponds, 
and Bach malaria wafted on the bosom of every wind, would 
leave in its wake dlsooao and death on every Bide to an un^ 
IvDO^^ oictont. And to this cause we may reasonably attrlbuto 
the total extinction of tbe buman family over ft vast area of 
country, wbila otlier caneea, in other re^ona, may have 
produced ainiilar resnlta- among which, I imagino, physical 
degeneralion engendered in the tmupgression of the laws of 
natarOt lias dono ita woi-k among the mooDd-bnildera, as it la 
represented t^ have dono-in the antsdilavian world, 

lam not, however, of tha opinion tbat tbe anledilavian 
origin of tumnti necessarily involves the belief that tbe 
jnounda thiit now appear on the globe were constructed hy 
the antediluvians beyond the families of Noah in any part 
of tbe earth, bat that many of tboae that yet remain m Asi& 
were erected by the immediate descendants of the familiea 
of Noah, 1 liavo but little donbt; and that many ha^o been 
dealroyed in Enrope and America by geological convnlaiona 
of nature at different eraa, !a equally evident in the absence 
of eartb'Worka at vnricma points where the evidences of th© 
most recent geological convulsions abound most, and in 
the abnndancc of tnmnli in all regions whore the evidence of 
convokion ta least apparent. And it is a wellestabliebed 
fact, known to tboso familiar with the subject, that in tbe re- 
gions that are most mountainous on each continent of the globe 
tamuli ia most rare and setdnm seen, except In regions wherft 
the more recent BiibmBraion and draining fit tlio eaitb haa oo 
curred, leaving a sediment or Bolt congenial to tie most Ioak 
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riaut growth of vegetation, invitmg in former ^ea aa at pres- 
ent, tbo agricultunat of ovcry clime, until density of popu- 
lation, and pride of dominion^ gave birtli to many monumen- 
tal and Lieroglj'pbical niemoi-mla, Tliis c^nclusioii la sue- 
tained iniho abundance of tumuli tliat yet appear through- 
out theentira valeof llie OJiio river and itatributaries^ vliicli I 
suppose vvafl once tlie aeut of Gtatioimry wator^ funning an 
iuinieiLfie laka, the Bcdiment of which gare fertilitjr to a vast 
domain. 

Tlia draining ofthiB great reservoir I euppoae occnrred at an 
era long Bince lost in the lapse of tiEne, and long prior to the 
draining of the gi-ent vale east of the Allegany mountain^- 
And I account fur ile sn()erior fertility in the general flatnijtfls 
oftlie aurfaco of the earth on i^'hich it reated, and of that 
over whicli it flowed from ita general outlet to tlie gulf of 
Mesico; having but one general outlet, the draining muat 
necessarily have been exceedingly alow, and the draught 
being liglit, much sediment tlipt wonldotlierwfae have passed 
to tlio ocean, was kfl to feililize the plain. Not so, however, 
with the great lake caat cf the Allegany moiintaiua \ iCs near 
proximity to the ocean, in connection with its mcreased num- 
ber of iasuea fl^jwing at all pointa over an inclined plain, 
gave an additmnal dranght tliat eoneoqnently removed rnucH 
of llie fi^diment that would otherwise have fertilized the east- 
ern valu, l[ie lighter particles of which coming !n contact with 
Uie tide of the ocean, were deposited at remote points, leaving 
tlie lieavier particles to mingle with the priraiLive alluviona 
of the plnin. And thus wc discover a aandysuiface covering 
an aJlatfion eevoral feet below Iho present surface on moBtof 
the flaU that abound alonf^ our Atlantic eeashore from Nesr 
York to the Carolinas, while no aiieh formation has yet been 
discovered weat of tlie Bine mouniaina, and ease of Ihe 
A lleganiea. 
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CHAPTER XXXVL 

RATIOS AL DKQEirKRATlOIC 

I SUPPOSE tlie origin of co^or in tbe litiman complcxioTi lo 
Lflvo ematintcd from tbo oxerciso of an arbitrary power 
iPJeldGd by tho Creator^ in the prcpnrrvtion of a people phyei- 
cftUy adftpted to the preaent oi-gaiiizJilion of the earth, in wLich 
bis capacity iiiid sovereignty, as goi'erncr of tbe eartli, are not 
only made known, but bJa Bupreme wisdom and infinite good- 
neea are cltftrlyfict fortb; inaeTniicL aflUjesamo pbysical con- 
slitntion suited to tbo torrid or temperate cone could not cora- 
fi;>rtal>]y c^ist in the colder regions of higbor latituJea north 
and Boutb of tbo eqnator- 

And I SLippoae this power was first exereUed in tla fomily 
ofAdara; and, aeooiidly, in tbe family of Noftb; and that 
tha Civator la drawing a line of distinction in tlie fumiTj of 
Adam between tbe dcsceTidants of Cain and tlioee of Uib 
bretbrcn, not only changed the color of liie skin^ bnt also tbat 
of bla physical form find ferocions nature- And (bat th<i 
Culor, notwitbatandJng it was a faet and fixed color, when im- 
pressed in ita purity, waa, nevertheloas aiibjoct to the general 
code of fixed and immntAble lawe, tbat give and rej^nlato 
variety^ in the genera! order of nature, and waa designed iit 
tbe omniscience of Deity, to remain in existence with all ani- 
mate nature; and thus prepare a partner for tb© sul»ject of 
tbe secondary exerciee of Ilie aamo power ir tbo fannly of 
Xoab, preparatory to tbe usbering in of a second em. And thm 
the descent of all nntiona from one blood (tbnt blood being 
fiubpct to the same law tbat governs tiniversal varletj), be- 
comes reconcilable in tbe universal order of nature. As it ia 
fonnd that no Itipse of time, cliange of diet, countij, or 
climate, can poa&illy remove tbo Icopaid's spots, or cbango tho 
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Ethiopian's skin; npiilier bna tlie Inpae of flges ypt Keen 
known to chitnge a wliite iiiHn, or Ijia posterity, tj iW sliajie 
or c.rlor of an African. Although llie liottesl rsyn nf Uie 
buruing dUue of Ljliia, maj have scorched him^ or his poa- 
tei'Ity, tlitongtk many AgQB, iLiid it^ aoil have fed them on 
roota and berries, tlioj etill retain the primitivo chftrocloriBtica 
of their raturu, na oUeeled by Morso, the geographer, who ae- 
fiertfi th^t on thocafitem co&etof Africa, in latitude Hvq degrees 
north, are fuiiiid the gto^»y bl^clt, reJ, anJ wliite inhuhitarirSi 
alL i^peaking tho same langiiage, wjjicb li Arabic, living on 
the same dLet, and pi'ofesaing the eanie religion, which lA 
Moliamtnednn, and all tWing ivitbln the Maggadoity kingdom. 

Thcec people having inhabited in national iiniun for many 
Rges lliia parttcnlar portion of Ihe globe, and tiiere yet being^^ 
floine among thetn that retained in original purity their primi- 
tive com}>Iexion, would seem to furnish evidence lltat fcfid 
Biid uljinate Imve little to do in tha production of picre com* 
pkxioi) ; and Procopina« a Greek Lietorian of the eijifth cen- 
tury, Bpeakft of » people wiib fair and rnddy coiiotenancaa, 
And yellow hair, that dwelt far within the deserts &f Lybia^ 
in Africa, And Doctor Shaw, of the aeverteentU cenfnry, in 
Ilia antiquarian leBearcheR^ speaks of the same people, occa*i 
pying the saina region which ia in latitnds ten to tivelvi 
BOuth, and as retaining tbeir fair complexion and yellow hair,, 
notwitiisFanding a lapse of twelve hnndred yeais transpired 
between llieae hiBtoriana, 

It is granted, however, that a white men and his poetarity 
will tan very dark by the heAt of the Biin; but I prcanmo it 
never can, aa it tmvcr fiaa, mut^rially altered the shape of hi&' 
face, or the ijimlity of bia liafr, wlien hia blood remained nn- 
mixed with that of the darker ahades of the homan family, 
Nor do I snppose thrxt power in the decornpositioa of food 
©xiata in the liuman stomach of sufficioiit force to ovcrtnm tho 
deep runndatlcn of causes ealabli&bcd in the germ of biding bj 
llie Creator Kor can the mere cirenmstancG of wliat a man 
may ent, or where he may charce to breathe, derange thd 
economy of first principTee. 

T Bubaciribe to this doctrine because it ia simple and natit- 
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ral — the very tthj in tpIiIcIj the grc^t AiitW cf cre&tinrt 
worke, by lirflt fixing imnmlable principlee m nslure^ tbal 
through tlioeo pHnciplos n&turo maj work. Ab by glvitig 
grftvitnlion to motioti, tbe trorlds are kept in their p3ace«; by 
giving vsnationa tt> fire, it LrealLea through all niflttei^ ex- 
pari<l« vegetation^ gives xnotion to the air, uiid li'|ueiicy lo llie 
walere of the gluhe; were it not for tliis, all fluids that nuw 
move over tto enrth ia eprings, brootB, nvere, or ocean*, or 
pa89 thi"otigli tbe earth, or circulate tbrough the pores of 
troee, and hcrbsgo, together with all animal fluids of life, 
wonld Etond BtiU and become one iinivci-sal ma&e of death. 
And ihiiB I conceive that in the general order of nature, 
whatever is, Is riglit; and ihnt eao)i, and every ti-anpgres- 
slon of tbat m'dcr incnrB, either direcllj or indirectly, the 
penalty cf death, Tbue 1 apprehend tliat an unnatural amal- 
gamation of diBtinct racee had mneli to do with tie extinc- 
tion of the mound-bnildorB, and that (ho Eame dr&ma i^ in re- 
action at the present time in thd eame regions on tias con- 
tinent, that if peraiated in, vill ultimatoly result in tlia same 
Conserjiieneefl. 

"Wbtrever we tnrn our attention to the fixed principlee of 
variety, inherent in the procreative germa of natnre in tlic 
animal and vegetable kingdome, we at once diecovcr a pre- 
diepoeition in sach as in the order of natnre maj exiet in 
pbyeicAl union to amalgamation. 

Experience teaches the agncnlturi&t that wherever he 
plants aeveral varietias of potatoes together, or adjneenl to 
each nther, that a comningling of Bpeciee \& the invariable eon- 
BGi^nence ; the same result is had in the mingling of vine», 
find various kinds of grain, and in tLe amalgamation of vege- 
table matter, an inferior article is generally obtained, and a 
continuous amolgamatiQu of a few ytiars' duration engenders 
dieeaso, and de&troja the procreative germ of eacli. Unt cul- 
tivate eaeh species remote from each other, and a henllliful 
purity remains imimpaired for ages. The same result ia had 
in engrafting frnit ; cut away a large portion of the brfluclies 
of a ttirif^y tnink, aikd eTigraft a different kind, and it nay 
flouriah and bear bounteously for a few eeufions, and then 
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Iftngulfclies and dies, wliile llie native crab of tbo forest, Tm^- 
muiesl^jd, retains its verdure for ceoturiea- lu the amalga- 
tion of fuwle, Apparently nf tlio same species and g&iieral 
plijsicfll furm, tliat mn.y oulj h& dibtinguislieil in their pe- 
cviliar habita flttd vaiicT^ <jf ci>Icr, procreation ceaaea willi the 
fii-et trrniPgrcesion, ericli aa tUe wild and lie tajne turkev, tbo 
wild and tome gc»OH0, &c. Tlie enmc rcstilt is bad in tlie 
amAlgitTrintion oftbe bt>rsG and tUe ass. And I remark in tlie 
anialgnmntion of tie winte man and negro, tbe nnmislakiible 
inroiide of plij'eicul degeneration; boih in purity not unfr^ 
qnently live out the gooi] old age of LbreeBCore and ten^ 
wliile tlm mulatto or luijied races rarely Burvire their tLi'ee- 
ec'ii'e yearfl. The negro in Lis purity is everywhere known 
to be more prolific tlian the wbito end led races, wbila the 
mixed race ie nnivereidly known to be leeB prolific than either 
the white r^r Mnck, From personal oLserraticn, in connec- 
tion with the facta presented, I infer thul a prolonged indnl- 
gencG in the intermixture of ibe wLite and black races must 
eventiifllly terminate in the total extinction of belli. And 
tlie local position of America in reference to regiona congenial 
to the nature of each, and its contiguity to continents adapted 
to ti»o color and con&titntion of both, i-cnder it highly prolja- 
b)e that international intei'CourBo anciently existed on thii 
continent. 

And this conclu-^lon gathers additional force in the fact that 
at tlie present time^ the wL»rld ie again a|)parcnlly ewarming, 
and Amentia ia hiving the snrplns, and thus rapidly con- 
gregating together flll the matcriala of national combustion, 
in tlic concentration of different inanners^and customs, politi- 
cal creede» and confiding tlieo3*^gicftl intoresta, all atniEigling 
for snpreinflcy in the eserciso of their own pliyBical nutans. 
It' we roll this Blfilc of lliinga back to the iiiiuginar/ daitt^r 
Ages ol' the world, they are immediately stripped of all the 
robes of cbiiriem, physical degeneration bccomcB reasonable, 
and total extinction BesnmcB the attitude of sovercfgn reality 
Amon^ the mound -bni Id el's. 
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